
 

Historical Highlights June 2015 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
Welcome New Members: 

 
Tom Barry, Hilliard, OH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 
 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500  

 The Year of Valor continues as we tour Graceland 
Cemetery on June 17, 2015.  The tour will help us learn 
and understand the contributions that have been made by 
the men and women of Shelby County to keep America 
free! 
 

Tickets on sale now at the Ross Center.  

937-498-1653 

Cemetery Tour Cemetery Tour Cemetery Tour Cemetery Tour     

of Graceland of Graceland of Graceland of Graceland     
When: Wednesday, June 17, 2015 
Ticket Required:  Members $5     Non-Members $8 
Location: Graceland Cemetery, Sidney, Ohio 
Time: 8:00 p.m. 

AwardAwardAwardAward    
 The Civil War 150th Anniversary Committee has recognized the 
Shelby County Historical Society with one of just six Civil War 150 Heritage 
Awards it presented this year.     
 The plaque was presented on May 17, 2015, at the Statehouse in 
Columbus, Ohio, to Tilda Phlipot, Director of SCHS, and the Youth 
Committee.   
 The Society earned the honors in the education category for its 
Civil War Education Day, during which all Shelby County eight-grade 
students visit a various living-history presentations of life on and off the 
battle field during the Civil War. 
 The Society was nominated for the award by Anthony Gibbs, a 
member of the Civil War 150 Heritage Awards Committee and unit 
manager of program and community Sales for the Ohio History 
Connection.  He is also a regular presenter at the Society’s Civil War 
Education Day for several years. 
 Gibbs praised the quality of the event.  “It’s a fantastic program.  It’s 
something the students will never forget.   We’ve been honoring people  
 

Continued on the next page 



 

The Shelby County Historical Society  

Youth Committee 

L to R-Bottom Row: Faye Spangler, Tilda 

Phlipot, Anthony Gibbs, Jeanne Schlagetter.   

Top Row: Linda DeVelvis, Jane Jones, and  

Julie Gilardi. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

April Volunteer Info: 
58 Volunteers 
367 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for April: 
Marj Brackney 

Elaine Fitchpatrick 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In April,  338 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Jackson Center (3rd): Jan Wiford wasn’t 
around back then. 

Sidney (21st): Dave Russell would be 
lucky to get an Elco had he been around 

that year! 

 

The clues were found by: 
Sherry Scully, Janice Workman 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

Award… Award… Award… Award…     ContinuedContinuedContinuedContinued    

who keep Civil War history alive.  When 
someone wants to start a program, I 
always recommend that they talk to 
Tilda.  She and her committee put a lot 
of work into it.  The effort she puts into it 
to make sure students see all sides of 
the Civil War is amazing,  I’ve seen 
many other programs around the state.  
Hers is top of the line.” 
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The Barbara Adams  
Genealogy Research Center 

 
 

 Dr. Richard Adams announced in April that his father Richard “Dick” Johnston Adams is 
donating $100,000 for a research center, named after his beloved wife Barbara Adams.   
 Barbara Adams passed away in November 2014, from Alzheimer’s. After her death, 
Dick Adams requested that his son contact the SCHS to discuss the idea of creating a 
research center in her honor along with forming a partnership between the Shelby County 
Historical Society and the Shelby County Genealogical Society.  For months the two 
organizations have been working on a plan.  
 To provide a permanent home for the SCGS for the first time in its 40-year history, the 
southeast upstairs room at the Ross Historical Center is being remodeled and furnished with 
custom-made bookcases matching those in the present Research Library at the Ross 
Historical Center. Both the bookcases and the matching library style tables were handcrafted 
by Ernie Hollenbacher from a 165-year-old white oak tree felled in Wapakoneta.  The room will 
also be furnished with research computers, a scanner-copier, filing cabinets, and archival 
materials.  Janice Seger of Ft. Loramie is designing draperies and blinds for the room. The 
crown molding, woodwork, and fireplace mantel are being stripped and restored to their 
original beauty. 
 The partnership between these two extraordinary organizations will provide a Center of 
Excellence open to people all over the country. The partnership begins with SCGS holding its 
monthly meetings at the Ross Center on the second Tuesday each month except for the 
months of August and December. The transformation is in process, so watch for further 
information about The Barbara Adams Genealogy Research Center dedication. 

Dick J. Adams and his son 
Dr. Richard Adams  

Left to Right: Rich Wallace-Historical Society secretary,  
Dr. Richard Adams of Troy, Ohio, Nancy Steinke-Treasurer 
of the Shelby County Genealogical Society, Tilda Phlipot-
Director of Historical Society, Dick Adams of Sidney, and 



 

SCHS volunteers assisted the playing of Native 
American bingo and learning the importance of herbs.    
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Native American Day 

Thanks to the Shelby County Antique Tractor Association 
for transporting students from station to station. 

The Bent Finger Foundation helped the 350 
students fish at Tawawa Lake by providing  
fishing poles for each student to take home. 
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Lynda Adams, education director of the Shelby County Soil and Water District and students 
actively explored Mosquito Creek to check for microorganisms. 

SCHS staff Ruth Harmon and Jane Bailey helped 
students build a wiki-up to understand Native 

American shelter. 

 On May 15, Longfellow Elementary School bused all of the students to Tawawa Park to learn how 
Native Americans lived in Shelby County.  They were assisted by Shelby County Historical Society 
volunteers and Sidney High School FFA members, and the Longfellow School staff for their help with 
planning, organizing, and presentations.   
This program was also funded by a grant from the Monarch Legacy Foundation, the Emerson 

Foundation, and Feth Family Fund. 



 

Thanks Emerson Watkins of the Antique Tractor 
Association for giving students a farm style straw ride. 
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 Agricultural Day held at Whittier 
Elementary School began with 5th grade 
students putting on the play “The Day in 
a Farmer’s Life.”  Thanks to Lynda 
Adams, education director for Shelby 
County Soil and Water District for 
helping to organize and present to the 
students the importance of soil 
preservation.   To the staff of Whittier 
for presenting music, art, and math using 
an agricultural theme.   
 This program was made possible 
by a grant from the Monarch Legacy 

Foundation the 

E m e r s o n 

Foundation, and the 

Feth Family Fund.    

Thanks to the Shelby County 
Farm Bureau, who was  

assisted by the Sidney High FFA, 
for teaching the students  

how to milk a cow. 

Our gratitude to Koenig Equipment, Inc. for bringing new tractors so the students could learn how 
much farming has changed in Shelby County in the past 194 years.   

Thanks to Alan and Chris Rufus 
for providing animals for the 
students to pet and feed. 

Thanks to Amy Breinich, director of Down Town 
Sidney (a division of the Sidney-Shelby County 
Chamber of Commerce), for presenting how local 
farmers sell their fresh vegetables at the Farmer’s 
Market on the Court Square during the summer.   
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Civil War Education DayCivil War Education DayCivil War Education DayCivil War Education Day    

Special thanks to our sponsors:  
The Community Foundation of Shelby 
County, Monarch Legacy Foundation,  
the Sidney-Shelby County Chamber of 
Commerce, the Emerson Foundation,  

and the Feth Family Fund. 

 C i v i l  W a r 
Education Day was held 
on May 1, 2015.  It has 
won multiple awards 
across the State of Ohio 
for the unique way it 
presents Civil War 
history.  Living History 
presentations included 
those pictured as well as 
an interactive debate on 
the Southern perspective 
by Doug Benson and 
Tilda Phlipot, the lives of 
women as camp followers, 
and students learning and 
playing cricket. 

John Cooper of Baltimore, 
Ohio, became Abraham 

Lincoln to give insight into  
his life and his many 
momentous decisions. 

Linda DeVelvis presented Civil War Era 
medicine, both conditions and equipment. 

Anthony Gibbs of the Ohio Historical Connection 
became John Parker and regaled students with his 
near-death experiences as a freed slave helping 

others on the Underground Railroad. 
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The Ohio Valley Civil War Association enthralled students with demonstrations of Civil War 
weaponry and battlefield tactics.  Twice during the day they actually fired a cannon.  



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
69 Years Ago – 1946 - JUNE 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (5th)-Marriage Licenses-Wayne W. Roediger, 
Anna, and Ethel Jean Morris, Anna-Rev. Diehm…Robert 
V. Snyder, Sidney, and Virginia M. Fledderjohn, Sidney, 
Rev. R. Wobus…William A. Ross Jr., and Betty C. Smith. 
Rev. Lehman…William A. Lamastus, Sidney, O., and 
Helen L. Kopp, Rev. Scully. 
 
SIDNEY (6th)-Walter M. Eisenstein announces the 
opening of a medical laboratory on the second floor of 241 
½ West Poplar St., above Smiths Electric Service.  The 
second floor has been remodeled for laboratory purposes 
and the latest laboratory equipment has been installed.  The 
opening of the laboratory will take place tomorrow.  
Eisenstein has had seven years experiences in laboratory 
work in various hospitals in the United States and for 38 
months in the army in Italy, France, and Germany when he 
was in charge of the laboratory of the 27th evacuation 
hospital.  Eisenstein is a graduate of Holy Angels school 
and attended the UD&ON.  The laboratory will be known 
as the “physician’s laboratory.”  
 
SIDNEY (10th)-Large group of relatives and friends were 
present to see 27 young men and women-members of the 
1946 graduating class of Holy Angels high school walk into 
Holy Angels church Sunday afternoon through the 
sanctuary for commencement exercises.  Father E. C. 
Lehman distributed the diplomas to the class and special 
honors went to Miss Mary Kathryn Halpin and Dolores 
Fergus who will go to Mt. St. Joseph in Cincinnati.  
Members of the class include Charles Gariety, Myron 
Steinke, Jo Ann Hemmert, Jerry Slonkosky, Isabel 
Altenbach, Margaret Aselage, Dorothy Counts, William 
Custenborder, Judi Dench, Wayne Drees, Ted Echemann, 
Ruth Ann Eshman, Dolores Fergus, Georgen Fitgerald, 
Cleola Frankenberg, Anna Gutman, Thomas Kerrigan, Jean 
Meyer, Magdelen Miller, Joseph Pequignot, Marilyn Schaaf, 
Robert Sherman, Velma Spoltman, Leon Steinke, Patricia 
Ward, Melvin Weigandt, Hazey Weiskittel, Mary K. Halpin. 
 
SIDNEY (14th)-Helyn Spinner and her school of dancing 
was again responsible for one of Sidney’s outstanding 
entertainments last night when they presented “Dansation 
of a Nation” in the Warner Ohio theater.  Mrs. Spinner 
originated the dances which ranged from sparkling tap 
routines to ballet and ballroom presentations, all carrying 
out the theme of travel.  Especially clever was the train as it 
moved across the stage transporting the show participants 
into various locales.  She also deserves much credit for the 
costumes which she designed. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

1915-JUNE-100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

ST. PATRICK (4th)-The corner stone of the new St. 
Patrick church at St. Patrick’s, Shelby County, will be laid 
on Sunday June 13th, at 2:30PM.  Rev. Anthony Moeller of 
Ft. Loramie, will perform the ceremony, Rev. Clement 
Beckmayer of St. Mary’s will preach the sermon.  
Refreshments and supper will be served by the Ladies’ Aid 
Society. 
 

SIDNEY (4th)-While at Russell’s Point Monday with a 
party of Sidney people “Buck” Carper caught a cat fish that 
weighed nine pounds.   
 

BOTKINS (11th)-The St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
church of Botkins, will lay the corner stone of the new 
church Sunday, June 13 at 10AM.  Service also in the 
afternoon, Rev, A, Pflueger, of Clyde, one of the former 
pastors, and Rev. Loehr, of Montra and Rev. J. H. Schuh, 
of Anna, will assist in the services.  It is expected if weather 
permits, to have all the services on the ground.  
Preparations have been made by ladies to serve dinner.  
Everybody come. 
 

SIDNEY-At high noon on Monday, June 7, at the home 
of Mrs. Evelyn Dull on Ohio avenue, Edna, her youngest 
daughter, was united in Marriage to Mr. Ralph Kiser.  The 
ceremony was performed by the Rev. C. C. Kennedy of 
Urbana, using the full marriage service of the church.  Miss 
Ayers, of Springfield, and Mrs. Kennedy were the only 
guests in addition to the two families.  After 
congratulations a three course dinner was served.  Great 
bunches of white daisies with ferns provided the 
decoration for the tables and throughout the house.  Mr. & 
Mrs. Kizer left in the afternoon for Dayton, where there 
home is in readiness. 
 

MAPLEWOOD-Dr. Lisle and daughter Nellie of 
Columbus, are spending the week with his son Dr. Lisle 
and wife, of this place…S. C. Retter has purchased a new 
Pullman auto…Amos Wooley and wife attended the High 
School play “Frozen” at Sidney Tuesday night…The little 
Sunshine club met with Miss Nellie Valentine Tuesday.  
They have a membership of about 22 and are to be 
congratulated on the nice work they are doing. 
 

FT. LORAMIE (18th)-The four year old son of Mrs. 
Mittendorf was bitten by a horse on the wrist between the 
elbow and wrist at the wedding of Ben Zircher and Mary 
Mittendorf.  It made a bad injury but it was given prompt 
medical attention…An iron guard rail on east Main street 
will be erected to take the place of the wood rack…Joseph 
Siegel has purchased a new automobile…A new safe has 
been added to the Willman department store office. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Linda DeVelvis      Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Tom Seving         Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, Faye Spangler, and Nancy Steinke 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Ruth Harmon,  and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Jon Baker 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Francis Furniture 
Freshway Foods 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 

Richard & Virginia Henke 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Koenig Equipment, Inc 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Primary Eyecare Associates 
Bill & Lisa Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric 

Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Sidney Tool & Die 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 


