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Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com
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Welcome New Members:
Molly Helmlinger, Sidney, OH
Christina Schmiesing, Sidney, OH
Glenda Swartz, Dayton, OH
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

17th @nnual

GRACELAND CERETERY TOUR

Come join us on June All are welcome to

16th at 8PM fora  experience this event and
FREE tour learn about
Of Graceland historical figures from
Cemetery! Shelby County’s past!

OPEN DOOR

[ ] [ ] [ ]
Historic Sidney Church Tour
- < IE Join us as we visit six historic
n 1™ churches in downtown Sidney on:
. A 1 July 14, 2016 at 7:00 & 7:30 PM

Sponsored by the Shelby County
Historical Society

St. Mark’s
Episcopal

Holy Angels
Catholic

First First United
Presbyterian Methodist

First Baptist

Tickets can be purchased in advance
at the Ross Historical Center
201 N. Main Ave.

Members: $10 Non-Members: $15

For questions and ticket information
call (937) 498 - 1653 or send an email
to shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com

23 ¥

Saint John’s
Lutheran

Lady’s
High Tea

June 23rd
11:00 a.m. to Noon

Members $12
Non-Members $17

Tickets are
going fast!




Shelby County Genealogical Society
. Upcoming Program
-‘i June 14, 2016

The Ross Historical Center

7:00 p.m.

“Beginners DNA”

Kellie Joe Washer Bergheimer explores now DNA
testing can be used for genealogy. Testing can help you
find your ethnicity, break down brick walls in your
research and determine genetic relationships. Learn
which type of test you should take. If you have results,
learn how to make sense of your matches and get the most
out of Ancestry DNA, Family Search DNA, and 23 & Me.

Shelby County Courthouse Open
House and Ice Cream Social
June 19, 2016

2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS I
_ hidden clues: ) April Volunteer Info:
Sidney 12th-Mustangs weren’t invented 27 Volunteers
yet.
Sidney 17th-GIGA Society (The worlds 235 Hours

most exclusive high-1.Q. Society) was

never in Sidney. Volunteer gift certificate winners

for April:
The clues were found by: Jane Jones
Phyllis Pipe, Nancy Abels, Phil Brown, Pat Kathie Woodruff

Francis, Phil Salm, Tom Salm, Gerald Steinle

_ Congratulations! Thank you to all

The clue will be found ONLY in the our volunteers! We depend on you!
/L Out of the Past” section. In April, 1,018 people

participated in SCHS programs.




Building a New Court House
Wasn't an Easy Task

The month of June heralds an important celebration
in downtown Sidney: the rededication of our city’s beautiful
centerpiece, the Shelby County Courthouse. For almost 135
years, our courthouse has stood as a central meeting place
where thousands of people have congregated during special
events over the last century. From circus parades, concerts,
festivals, political rallies, and even protests, it seems as
though there is nothing that hasn’t been witnessed from the
front steps of this majestic building. Even though several
buildings inhabiting the court square have both risen and
fallen, and although threatened on multiple sides by both
fires raging and flood waters rising, the court house has
remamed steadfast in its mission to serve the

courthouse in the late nineteenth century, |
however, was not an easy task to undertake,
nor was it one to be taken lightly.

At the April election in 1880, it was [jffi#.
decided in a 2024 to 1786 vote that a new |
courthouse should be erected in Shelby
County to replace the previous one completed |
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tions, details and working designs of the completed build-
ing, with his compensation being 5% of the total cost of the
construction, which was estimated to be a total of $140,000
(that’s the equivalent of almost $3.7 million today). In the
book Memoirs of the Miami Valley, Maetzel is described as
being a “real architect” with Shelby County having the good
fortune of his design for the courthouse in “a period when
bad taste was ‘on the rampage’ in the west.”

On October 6, 1880 Shelby County Auditor O. O.
Mathers released a proposal in The Sidney Journal by the
commissioners for bids on the construction of the new court
house, a principal which is still in place today among con-
struction companies. The interested contrac-
tors were instructed to turn in their sealed
proposals for furnishing the material and
performing the labor by noon on November
119, 1880. Bids were then placed for the fol-
| lowing classes of work: excavations, stone
and stone masonry, brick and brick work,
i. lumber and carpenter work, cut stone work,

galvanized iron and slate, cast and wrought

in 1833. It had originally been built of brickf

iron work, painting and glazing, plastering

with a belfry and stone foundation, rising two
stories tall, but some were of the opinion that | 4.
although the building served its purpose, it [l
did not leave a very good impression on the
beholder. Historian A. B. C. Hitchcock de-
scribes the 1830’s courthouse within his book [
History of Shelby County, Ohio and Represen-

and stucco work, gas piping, plumbing, and
the drainage and fountain. As with several
large projects, there were a few contractors
that put in a bid for everything such as P. B.
Carpenter, D. W. Pampel, and Thomas F.
Jones, however none of them was accepted

tative Citizens as having “all the artistic
beauty of a store box” and would continue to

Postcard of the court house from
the early 1900’s

by the commissioners for the entire project.
Instead, they decided to split the bids into

be in use “unless human hands should remove the mon-
strosity which was devoid alike of beauty or utility.” There-
fore, it was decided that the people of Shelby County de-
served a new courthouse that would be fitting for the in-
creasingly prosperous county. The county commissioners at
that time decided to sell the old building to contractor Henry
Guckes for a meager sum of $295 for him to remove it by
March 10, 1881. Commissioners John E. Bush, Christian
Kingseed, and John Linker were then in contact with the
architect G. H. Maetzel from Columbus and formed a con-
tract with him on August 14, 1880 for the design of the new
court house. Maetzel was to be the sole superintendent and
in charge of furnishing the plans along with the specifica-

the following groups containing the lowest
bids:
oH. P. Clough, Middleton - excavation, 16 cents per yard
eThine & Bodemiller, Dayton - stone and stone work, $5.73 per
perch
eHenry Guckes, Dayton - brick work, $13,623
eJohn Rouser, Dayton - carpenter work, $10,086.30
eWittenmeier Bros., Columbus - cut stone work, $35,500
eW. R. Kinnear & Co., Columbus - tin, galvanized iron and slate,
$9,938
eColumbus Bridge and Iron Works, Columbus - cast and
wrought iron work, $23,900
o Philip Knopf, Columbus - painting and glazing, $4,977
eMichael Hayes, Sidney - plastering and stucco work, $2,900
eAndrew Schwartz, Columbus - gas piping, $330, plumbing,
$998, drainage, $392 3



As in most major

’ " | undertakings, however,

i e"; L. 1; there is always a possibility
.. . 4+ " |that something will not go

- i—'.fr.:..i according to plan. In the

© %« |case of the Shelby County

! . courthouse, the cast and

. wrought iron work ap-
. peared to be the job that
~ |was destined to be their
proverbial ‘bump in the
D e road.” The Columbus Bridge
.. | and Iron Works was unable
to fulfill their end of the
contract after the accep-
tance of their proposal,

List of contractors and men em-

, leading the commissioners
ployed for the stone and brick work

to once again advertise for a

bid for the cast and wrought iron work to be received by
January 11, 1881. H. P. Clough, who had been the second
lowest bidder originally for the iron work at $32,000, was
quite enraged by the actions of the commissioners. The con-
tractor pursued legal action and brought his case against the
Shelby County Commissioners to the Supreme Court of
Ohio in January of 1881 in the case The State ex. rel. H. P.
Clough & Co. v. The Commissioners of Shelby County.

Within this court case, the Supreme Court discussed
the original act of March 31, 1831 which allowed the com-
missioners to receive sealed proposals for the construction
of public buildings and give the job to the best contractor
with the lowest bid. However, the act of April 27, 1869 re-
pealed the original act in order to extend it to include the
construction of bridges as well as require the county auditor
to advertise the sealed proposals, with the commissioners
giving the bid to whoever offered the lowest price. Two
cases then arose that caused the wording of this act to
change with the act of May 5, 1877 from that of the bidder
with the lowest price to that of the lowest and best separate
bidder. Thus, by the wording of the acts of 1869 and 1877,
the Supreme Court of Ohio ruled in favor of the Commis-
sioners of Shelby County stating that section 794 of this act
clearly gives the commissioners discretionary power in de-
ciding who will receive the bid for public construction pro-
jects. Therefore, the proposals for the cast and wrought iron
work for the court house were re-submitted, with H. P.
Clough & Co. winning the lowest bid at $30,050, which
ended up being $2,750 less than the original bid.

With the resolution of this issue, the work on the
construction of the courthouse was able to resume. On July
4, 1881, the cornerstone was laid with a grand celebration.

4

Every citizen in the county was invited to this imposing
ceremony. Nearly five thousand people were present, with
the exception of those tending to their fields and families.
Despite the gloom of the assassination attempt on President
Garfield only two days prior to the event, which later would
be the cause of his death, the fanfare of festivities continued.
Flags were hung all around the court square from all of the
buildings, with young boys starting the day at dawn by set-
ting off firecrackers and both Tappe’s Band and the Anna
Band arriving early to provide live entertainment.

A grand procession was made down the streets of
the city’s center with a horde of some of its most highly
decorated citizens. Members of the Masons, Odd Fellows,
and Knights of Pythias processed in their full regalia while
soldiers of the Grand Army of the Republic and firemen
marched in full uniform. Trains came from each direction,
bringing guests from Union City, Lima, Wapakoneta, Troy,
Piqua, and Bellefontaine. According to a copy of the pro-
gram for this event, the order for the procession was as fol-
lows: Anna Band, County and City Officials in carriages, pio-
neers in carriages, citizens on foot, Martial Band, Grand
Army of the Republic, Piqua Band, Knights of Pythias, Union
City Band, Fire Department, Odd Fellows, Tappe’s Band,
and finally the Masons. At the conclusion of this event that
evening, there was to be a magnificent display of fireworks.

Almost two years later, in June of 1883, fifty years
after the completion of the previous brick court house, the
Shelby County Court House as we see it today was officially
finished. The site is described in Sutton’s History of Shelby

County, Ohio as a “beautiful
one, and is richly orna-
mented by forest trees,
which make it one of the
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most desirable sites in the ERRATION
State” and 'that. ‘when fully | —
completed it will be the fin- B et
est structure in this section B 1 Fat Bnraiia !
of Ohio.” It is self-evident Kuirats Fivsidicizior i e i
that after all of the Work| i s fona et
recently  completed 0| et s wh N
freshen up the appearance BI'_F. OCTAVIDS WATERS,
of the court house with| =~ = “wads &
. Te= vl v+ Nigpdaaw Digar o Pairrrs
fresh coats of paint, new i

windows, and an updated
heating system, it can still

be recognized as one of the| 1881 Flyer for the 4th of July
most majestic buildings in Cornerstone Celebration
Shelby County.

By Jane Bailey
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1906 Wedding Deess

This beautiful two-piece vintage wedding gown
was originally worn by Mrs. Emma Ethel Fey Fogt.
When taken out of the box after having been in storage
for almost 110 years, this delicate gown looked almost
brand-new. Each of the two separate pieces appear to
be crafted out of a sheer cotton material which has
almost completely retained its original pure white col-
oring. Attached to both pieces are rows of decorative
floral lace, which appear to be hand-stitched to the
dress. After its many years of being tucked away, it was
such a joy to bring this masterfully crafted dress once
again into the light to be viewed as our most recent
mystery at the Ross Historical Center.

Not only do we have the privilege of presenting
Mrs. Fogt's wedding dress, but the rest of her ensemble
as well. Included with the dress were her once-white
pumps and handbag. These canvas shoes are of a
delicate nature, barely measuring to a size 5, and tied
with a dainty cream bow. This elegant handbag with a
floral design to match the lace on the gown appears to
have once been painted white, much to my surprise, as
the paint is now chipping off in sections. Within it was
an adorable matching coin purse and two green raffle
tickets for a $30.00 Toledo Talking Machine obtained
from Loudenback’s Implement & Bicycle Store.

Emma was born on February 6, 1886,
to Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Fey in Swanders, Ohio. On
June 6, 1906 she married Asa H. Fogt, and
their wedding photo can be seen on the left.
In the early years of their marriage they lived
on a farm only a mile south of Anna. In 1925,
after Asa became a partner with Fogt &
Fleckenstein, which was a coal and building
supply dealer, they moved to Sidney. Mrs.
Fogt lived at 217 Forest St. until her death in
January of 1936. It was stated in her obituary
that she was a devout Christian woman and a
member of St. Jacob’s Lutheran Church in
Anna where she would help out with the
Sunday School and Church departments.




Planning for an Exciting Future

The Board of your Society is usually busy working with Tilda and the staff to
coordinate our programming and exhibit plans during the year. From time to time, the Board
steps back and addresses the Society’s future, and thus the new vision that has been established
for the Society concerning its role in our community.

The Society’s strategic planning efforts go back more than a decade. Recently, with the
purchase of the former Lochard building in mind, the Board updated the mission and vision of
the organization and its strategic plan.

Board members met with Chuck Price, a local strategic planner and business consultant.
He led the Society’s Board through a strategic planning activity. He pointed out that there are
three factors necessary for the success of any organization:

1. Identify our “big idea.” Who are we and why do we exist?

2. Build infrastructure. It is the Board’s responsibility to empower the staff and

volunteers in order to achieve the “big idea.”

3. Generate resources. Funds need to be raised commensurate to the size of our dream.

The Board spent a number of hours engaged in discussing the modification of its
mission and vision. The Board adopted the following mission:

“Actively engage and educate our community to preserve and promote local history.”

The Society is noted in our community and adjacent counties for actively engaging the
public and for its emphasis on education. We do so in an effort to preserve and promote local
history. The continued emphasis of the Society on educational programming makes us much
more than a museum.

The Board also adopted the following vision statement:

“To become a center of excellence where we
build for tomorrow by understanding the past.”

The Society established the Barbara E. Adams Genealogical Research Center in 2016.
The acquisition of a state-of-the-art microfilm scanner and reading device along with all of the
microfilm from the Sidney Daily News, Sidney Journal and other newspapers has helped us
become a historical and genealogical research center of excellence.

The Society has received numerous state-wide awards for its history programming and
research over the years. Our vision is to continue to become a center of excellence for these
activities. The Board will support the Society’s staff and volunteers to do everything in their
power to build for tomorrow by understanding the past.

The Board also decided in its planning process to develop strategies in order to achieve
the following major objectives:

¢ Programming, both external and internal.

+ Exhibits, both permanent and gallery style (rotating).

+ Research and writing.

¢ Artifact collection and preservation.

The Board and the staff must focus on strategies necessary to develop and sustain these
four centers of excellence.

In light of the revised mission and vision of the Society and furthering response to its
objectives, the Board acquired the Annex building (formerly the Lochard facility) across the
street on North Avenue in downtown Sidney. The structure contains approximately 8,000
square feet. It will be useful in enhancing our four key objectives (programming, exhibits,
research/writing and artifacts). The Board and staff have spent time allocating space not only in
the Ross Historical Center but in the Annex building across the street to achieve the four key
objectives and centers of excellence for the Society.

Future editions of the newsletter will focus on each of the objectives and the importance
of acquiring and outfitting the Annex to achieve these objectives.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JUNE- 75 Years Ago-1941
Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (9%)-The list of 11 young men selected by the
Shelby county selective service board to leave for Ft. Hayes
on June 18 for military training has been made public. This
is call #18 for Shelby county. Their names are as follows:
Harry Franklin R. Redmond, Sidney. Franklin Woodrow
Clark, Maplewood. Ivan Paul Metz, Jackson Center.
George William Small, Sidney. Loren Clarence McMaken,
Piqua. Herbert Henry Holtvogt, Ft. Loramie. Virgil
Ernest Boyer, Botkins. Orville William Borchers, Houston.
Russell Edson Barker, Houston. I.aRue Broek Richards,
Maplewood. Those selected for replacements should any
of the above persons fail to pass the necessary
examinations are as follows: Herbert Frank Larger, Ft.
Loramie. Gerald Edgar Harman, Anna. Cyril August
Monnier, Houston.

SIDNEY-(11%)-MARRIAGE  LICENSES-Harold G.
Brautigam, Sidney & Mildred G. Hancock, rural route 3,
Sidney; Rev  DeRemer. Warren H. Arbogast,
Christiansburg, & Lily C. Harvey, Sidney; Rev. Denlinger.
Frank Sinatra, Swanders & Ava Gardner, Pasco; Rev.Billy
Graham. Elmer J. Hammann, Sidney & Matjorie L. Potter,
Sidney; Rev. Browning. Lawrence J. Jones, Sidney, &
Norma M. Schroeder, Sidney; Rev. E. C. Lehman. Roland
L. Swiger, Sidney, & Lillian Reading, Sidney. Paul F. Bixler,
Logan county & Ruth L. Linker, Anna. Rev. Kettler. Edgar
L. Henson, Sidney & Betty J. Taylor, Sidney; Rev. Long.

SIDNEY (15%) A new and vibration-proof automatic that
seems certain to revolutionize the home laundry habits of
the American housewife will be shown for the first time in
Sidney tomorrow. This new appliance, the Laundromat,
will be on active demonstration at the Francis Furniture
and Appliance store in this city.  For this initial
presentation of the new Laundromat, the local store has
brought Miss June Matuck, nationally known economist, to
Sidney. She will conduct actual washing demonstrations in
the new automatic washer throughout Friday and Saturday.
Housewives in Sidney and throughout the county are
invited to these store demonstrations. The Laundromat is
the engineering development of the Westinghouse Electric
and Manufacturing company. The new product assures the
housewife of obtaining correct water temperature for
various kinds of fabric by a simple turning of dial. The
Laundromat is fully automatic. The housewife has only to
load the Laundromat with garments, add soap, water
softener if necessary, set two dials and the washer does all
the work. 87% of the moisture is extracted.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
JUNE-100 YEARS AGO
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

PORT JEFFERSON: (20) - The Motorcycle hill climb
held at Port Jefferson, Tuesday was a great success. A
telephone system being laid from the top to the bottom of
the hill was used for starting and timing. The phone
equipment was loaned by the Sidney Telephone Co. The
distance of the climb was .35 of a mile. The real climbing
was between Ormond Blake on a Merkel and Paul Monroe
on an Indian. Blake did it in 24 V4, 24 %4, 24 34 seconds
and Monroe in 27.26. 25 seconds, each rider climbing three
times. Other riders Chatles Roberts, Shorty DeWeese,
George McGown, and Albert Zimpfer.

SIDNEY: The big Haines machine driven by Ralph
Gerlach and a Ford touring car driven by W. L. C. Sturm,
collided on the Orange pike south of Sidney about 9PM
Monday night. Sturm was driving toward the north and
Gerlach toward the south. Both were driving slow.
Gerlach’s machine struck the left front end of the Sturm’s
machine a glancing blow, smashing the fender, bending the
front axle and breaking the wheel and steering gear.
Gerlach’s machine was only slightly damaged. No one was
injured. With Mr. Sturm was his wife and with Mr.
Gerlach was a party of friends. Sturm’s machine was
towed into the Motor Inn garage where it is now
undergoing repairs.

SIDNEY: (16%) - Ben Weber has embarked in the junk
and hide business under the firm name of the Sidney Junk
and Hide Co. He will buy all kinds of junk, American
Hammond organs, car radios, electric shavers, metals,
paper, rags and hides. His office and ware room is in a
building in the rear of the county jail.

ANNA: (23RD)-The friends and relative of John Sullivan,
of Anna, who disappeared Thursday night of last week,
desire him to know that if he is remaining in hiding
through fear of prosecution or trouble on account of the
damaged automobile, that they would be glad to see him
return as everything at home is satisfactory arranged for his
return home. Mr. Wentz, of the Wentz garage, has
indicated his desire to have him return and assume his old
position at the garage. The Kratt automobile has been
taken to the Wentz garage and is being repaired and the
expense of repairing has been arranged for. Mr. Kratt has
expressed a desire to see him return. A number of
Sullivan’s friends offer to get up a subscription list to pay
for the repairing of the automobile. Bellefontaine, Lima,
Toledo, Columbus and Dayton papers are asked to make
mention of the desite of Anna Citizens to see him return.
Mrs. Sullivan, the young man’s mother is broken hearted
over his disappearance.
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Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Michael & Jane Jones
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Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Dean & Linda Long

Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff

David & Linda DeVelvis Minster Bank
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given Sidney Manufacturing Company
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




