
 

Continued on the next page. 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 
ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 
Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 
CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org 
 
 

  FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  
submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
Mission: “To actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  
promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 
excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 
 
 
 
Welcome New Members: 
No new members this month 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCHS Memberships 
Yearly 

 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 
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 The word “legacy” can be generally defined as something handed 
down from one generation to the next.  We tend to think of a legacy as 
something tangible or intangible we receive.  However, a legacy has two co-
equal parts.  Legacies are always received and given.  We always inherit one 
and we always leave one.   
 The other aspect about legacies which is easy to overlook is that they 
exist on an individual and a community level.  We think fondly of the legacies 
our grandparents and parents left us.  Stop for a moment and consider what 
community legacies were left you by the citizens and community leaders who 
preceded us.   
 It is easy to recognize the tangible legacies and landmarks around us 
representing past achievements which remain to inspire us.  We have been 
blessed by a wonderful park system, a beautiful and well-designed Court 
Square, and a historic set of buildings, including but not limited to the 
Monumental Building and Peoples Federal Savings and Loan.  It was 
community leadership in the highest order which created the legacies in our 
community we enjoy today.   
 Underlying the tangible gifts are the intangible legacies, the fruits of 
which we enjoy today.  These include leadership, passion, hard work, 
community pride and civic betterment.  The pages of this newsletter have 
previously chronicled the dreams, drive and dedication of past community 
leaders.  Sidney residents conceived and implemented the idea of a canal 
feeder connecting the Miami-Erie Canal through Sidney to Port Jefferson, the 
design of the Monumental Building as a performing arts center to honor the 
Civil War dead and many other visionary efforts.  Past leaders and business 
owners concentrated on developing infrastructure beginning with the canal, 
continuing with the railroads and including the Dixie Highway and Interstate 
75, all with a vision of providing Sidney with the means by which to become, 
for its size, a mighty industrial cog in the wheel of manufacturing America.  
  I once counted eleven businesses in this community ranked number 
one or number two in the country.  These include Copeland-Emerson (the 
world’s leader in compressor technology), Monarch Machine Tool Co. (the 
most honored company in its industry during World War II), Sidney School 
Furniture Co. (school furniture), Wagner Manufacturing (cookware), the 
Ralph Stolle companies (which developed the snap tab), three companies 
which produced mechanized earth moving equipment (which made Sidney the 
world headquarters for this industry), paper-folding machinery (at one time, 
home to 90% of this country’s medium-sized machines), and many others. 
 This outstanding industrial history left a wonderful legacy of 
achievement and pride.  It is this legacy that the Society’s Center for Industry, 
Innovation and Opportunity will bring to life.   

LEAVING A LEGACY 
By: Rich Wallace 
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VOLUNTEERS 

April Volunteer Info: 
  23 Volunteers 

 219 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for April: 

Cecil Steele 

Bob Shoffner 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our volunteers! 
We depend on you! In April,  653 people 

participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Sidney (8th)-Suge Knight 
Platsville (25th)-Ace Frehley 

 

No one found the clues this month. 
 

 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the  
“Out of the Past” section.  

 In a way, the Center will be a museum, but much more.  We want to note the achievements of the past and 
explain why so many ordinary citizens were able to achieve such outstanding results in our community.   
 The Center will focus on several themes which we believe made these achievements possible.  It all started 
with bedrock values of hard work, passion and an innovative spirit.  This is exemplified by Bob Sargeant and his 
recently deceased brother, John.  The Sargeant brothers started in the garage not far from the Court Square in 
downtown Sidney.  Their group of business enterprises, still expanding, includes Sidney Tool & Die, HB Products, 
Sidco Industries, Tower Steel, Custom Chrome, North Gate, Bensar Development Companies, Sidney Warehousing 
and others. 
 The Center will also chronicle another important element of our industrial legacy.  Our business leaders 
understood the necessity of taking risks in order to pave the way for a successful future.  No leader understood this 
better than Wendell Whipp and his executive team at Monarch Machine Tool Co.  Spending hard-earned research 
dollars during the Depression and other downward business cycles positioned Monarch to achieve outstanding results 
as a worldwide leader in its field. 
 The Center for Industry, Innovation and Opportunity will also tell the story of our leaders’ continuous desire to 
improve and a willingness to embrace change.  Ralph Stolle and the companies he founded are a great example of this 
trait.  Developing the snap tab tooling technology was a daunting challenge, especially when the first designs to hit the 
marketplace were quickly rejected due to the tendency of the first snap tabs to become detached from the can and litter 
the landscape.   A willingness to embrace change has resulted in ninety percent (90%) of the pop tab or snap tab 
tooling in the world still being manufactured in Sidney.   
 The successful industrial business legacy we enjoy today would not have been possible without community 
relationships.  A web of connectivity was developed between companies and the community which had a synergistic 
effect on the town and local industry.  The best example of this is Copeland-Emerson Climate Technologies, Inc.  
Local community leaders helped raise the initial capital necessary to purchase Copeland’s assets in 1937.  Leaders at 
Copeland such as Frank Gleason, Sr. and Jr. made a concentrated effort to develop business suppliers in Shelby 
County.  In many instances, Copeland supported or funded their development.  The result today is a diverse web of 
small parts suppliers, which owe their success to the relationship established between Copeland and the community. 
 The task force is continuing to work with Exhibit Concepts and Ferguson Construction and produce a design 
for the Center.  Details on a fund-raising campaign will follow. 

A Message from the Director: 
 Recently the SCHS received a letter from the Community Foundation which stated: “I have the 
privilege of announcing that the late Kent R. Smith, of Sidney, has provided support for the Shelby County Historical 
Society in a charitable fund being established through his estate.”  In an instant my eyes were watering.  Kent 
Smith had been a part of the Society long before I was hired.  Over the years he had developed living 
history characters, played and had sung for the Victorian Evening and participated in many educational 
programs.  The only time Kent denied helping the Society was when his cancer treatments made 
participation impossible. 
  Kent has now formed a way to touch people’s lives by creating a fund that gives the SCHS 
financial support for as long as it exists.  For many of us, we feel this opportunity can only happen if we 
are rich, but Kent was an everyday man.  He was a retired Sidney City Schools teacher.  It gives me hope 
that if Kent can change our community by establishing a charitable fund, then how many more of us could 
do the same?  Please consider making a donation to the Society’s Community Foundation account or 
establishing your own charitable fund and including the SCHS as a beneficiary.  Thank you for your 
consideration. Kent Smith 
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 May is not just for Spring Flowers.  It is also when 
we put on several children’s programs for the county and 
Sidney City schools.  This year was no exception!  We did 
our award-winning Civil War Education Day, followed by 
Native American Day, and we staged a new endeavor, 
Manufacturing Day.   
 Manufacturing Day was held at Longfellow 
Elementary School and was conceived to teach 
kindergarten through 5th grade about the manufacturing 
process using problem solving and math skills.  Several 
“departments” were created for each student to visit such 
as Engineering, Human Resources, Marketing, Packaging, 
Payroll, Purchasing, Quality Control, Transportation, Forestry, History, Warehousing, 
and the different stages of the manufacturing process. 
 The students manufactured a wooden candle holder complete with battery-
operated candles.  At the manufacturing stage, each student cut the holder with a saw, 
hand-drilled the hole, and labeled it with their names.  Then it is was off to the 
packaging area where the holders were boxed and labeled.  In the warehousing section, 
they learned how to sort and package their product into bigger boxes.  In the 
Transportation process, they received a hayride to deliver the boxes to their classrooms.  
They then went on to learn about the engineering process, marketing, quality control, 
and the payroll process.  Stacy Pettit, Human Resource Director of American Trim, 
taught the students about the importance of  attendance and how that affects an assembly 
line.  Lynda Adams from the Shelby County Soil and Water  Conservation District 
taught the students about the forest and harvesting wood.  Tilda Phlipot taught the 
students how wood was used throughout history to manufacture all sorts of products 

from spoons to washing machines. 
 The day was as enjoyable for the 100 plus 
volunteers as it was for the students.  We would 
like to give a special thanks to our volunteers, 
especially Bob Barnhart.  Without his meticulous 
planning and countless hours of preparation, we 
couldn’t have been as successful as we were!  
 Manufacturing Day was sponsored by 
Workforce Partnership, Shelby County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, Dave Ross, Robert 
Sargeant, and the Monarch Foundation.   

Sawing with Fred Santos 

Transportation with Emerson Watkins 
and Aaron Stallings 
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Payroll 

Forestry with Lynda Adams 

Purchasing with Duane Mullen 

Drilling with  
Steve Knouff 

Packaging with Col. Mike Bennett 

Quality Control with John Amos 

Quality Control with  
Fire Chief Brad Jones 

Transporting to the “Warehouse” 

Engineering with Bob Barnhart 

Warehousing with  
Beth Bailey 
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 Native American Day consisted of five stations: Native American Games, Folk Lore, Stream 
Exploration, Fishing and a Tractor Ride.  Thank you to our volunteers that day: Beth Bailey, Jane Jones, 
Emerson Watkins, Aaron Stallings, Shelby County Soil and Water Conservation District, Student helpers 
from Christian Academy and Deb Van Buskirk from the Bent Finger Foundation, who provided 150 fishing 
poles for the kids to take home. 

The newest addition to 
the day - Henry “Box” 
Brown hid himself in a 
box-crate and shipped 
himself to freedom, 
surviving 27 hours in 
the box. 

“ J e f f e r s o n 
Davis” detailed 
the situations 
and thinking 
that lead to the 
secession. 

“Abraham Lincoln” 
not only related 
students with the 
personal stories o 
our Civil War 
President, he also 
answered many of 
their questions. 

T h e  S o u t h e r n 
P e r s p e c t i v e - D o u g 
Benson shared the facts 
o the Southern lie and 
attitudes during the 
Civil War. 
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Ala Mysteries 

Mysteries 

Mysteries 

Mysteries 

at the Museum

at the Museum

at the Museum

at the Museum, 

a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Mysteries at the  
Ross Historical Center! 

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

“Superior” Paper Fasteners 
 

 When working at a desk in an office or classroom, it is 
often second nature to reach for that stray paper clip hidden 
underneath a pile of papers or tucked away neatly in a drawer. 
It does its job of keeping pages organized without a second 
thought given about where it might’ve obtained its origins, or 
even if there were once other ways to keep pages tightly 
together. Unknown to many, there used to be a company in 
Sidney that once manufactured an early type of paper fastener.  
 Superior Manufacturing Company was once the leading 
manufacturer of “Superior” brass paper fasteners, for which 
Charles Bleakney filed a patent on March 13, 1907 and received the patent on Feb. 11, 1908. An 

advertisement for these paper fasteners in the December 5, 
1907, edition of New York-based Geyer’s Stationer, a 
weekly publishing for stationers, describes them as having 
“two penetrating points which absolutely prevent all pivot 
action of papers fastened by means of the ‘Superior’ 
Fastener.” These fasteners were sold exclusively through the 
Superior Manufacturing Company until 1922, according to 
the Early Office Museum. It is yet unknown why this 
fastener design went out of style, whether it was to a more 
modern paper clip or even a stapler, but these fasteners 
produced by Superior Manufacturing will always “keep 
smiling” while providing their duty of keeping pages 
together without moving as the graphic in their ad suggests. 

 Unfortunately, like so many early businesses from the turn of the 20th century, few records 
remain from the Superior Manufacturing Company. The real mystery behind the “Superior” paper 
fasteners is that they seem to be the only product produced by this company, with the only other 
evidence of their existence scattered across the United 
States in the form of advertisements in stationary sales 
magazines and the occasional container of fasteners that 
pop up for sale on Ebay.  Little information is known about 
the company itself aside from the fact they must have 
existed between 1907 and 1922.  As for Charles Bleakney, 
the man behind the fastener’s patent, by 1910 he was 
working as a manager for the Telephone Co. in Sidney and 
was no longer a part of the Superior Manufacturing Co. By 
1920, he had moved to Greenfield, Indiana, where he 
remained for the rest of his life. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
JUNE-1942-75 Yrs. Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (1st)-One hundred and twenty-two diplomas 
were presented to the graduates of the 1942 class of Sidney 
high school during impressive commencement exercises 
held in the school auditorium Thursday night when Dr. 
Henry Hitt Crane, of the Central Methodist church of 
Detroit, Michigan was the speaker.  Twenty eight members 
of the class of “42” were on the honor roll.  The diplomas 
were presented personally to the graduates by Joseph B. 
Cook, president of the board of education, as each member 
of the class was presented by O. R. Findley, principal of the 
high school.  C. C. Crawford, superintendent of the school, 
presided over the program, and the invocation was 
pronounced by Rev. E. L. Hurley, of First Baptist church. 
 

FT. LORAMIE (13th)-Miss Ruth Kirner, daughter of Mr.  
& Mrs. George Kirner, of Ft. Loramie, became the bride of 
Edward F. Gaier, son of Mrs. Anna Gaier, of Filburn 
landing. The double ring ceremony performed by Rev. 
Warren Hook of the St. Patrick’s church in St. Michael’s 
church of Ft. Loramie this morning at 8:30 A.M.  The 
altars were decorated with St. Joseph’s lilies and pink roses. 
The bride looked charmingly in a white starched chiffon 
gown made with high bodice and very full bishop sleeves 
and a voluminous skirt made with a full train.  She wore a 
long lavish veil of imported tulle, which fell from a crown 
tall cap made of orange blossoms; she carried a bouquet 
white marsanne and white tea roses.  The attendants were 
Miss Vera Kirner and Miss Anna Mae Gaier and Paul 
Daniels and Tom Ernst.   
 

SIDNEY (24th)-At a charming announcement party, given 
last night at the Piqua Country club by Mrs. Daisy Lambert, 
it was learned that Miss Ethel Littleton and Henry Ver 
Wayne have chosen the date of Monday, July 20th, to plight 
their troth, the vows to be exchanged before the altar of 
the Holy Angels church.  The wedding date came as a 
surprise feature when they selected their tallies for the 
evening of cards.  Mrs. Neil Brunner found written across 
her tally the words, “Hank and Ethel, July 20.”  A shower 
of happy felicitations descended upon the bride-to-be.  The 
bride-elect is the attractive daughter of Mrs. Daisy Lambert 
and the late Edward Littleton.  She graduated from Sidney 
high school with the class of 1934 and entered the Miami 
Jacobs Business college in Dayton for a course of study.  
She graduated from this school in 1937 and accepted a 
position with the C.D. Beck company.  Mr. Ver Wayne, 
who is associated with Copeland Refrigeration corporation, 
graduated from Mt. Vernon, Indiana and entered the 
University of Detroit.  He is the son of the late Mr.& Mrs. 
Henry Ver Wayne, of Mount Vernon, Indiana. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SIDNEY DEMOCRAT 
JUNE-1917-100 Yrs. Ago 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (1st)-The fire department was called to the home 
of J. W. Petty on Highland avenue Wednesday night about 
11 P.M.  An electric iron, the electricity having been left 
turned on, was the cause for the blaze.  It was put out 
before any large amount of damage was done…Walter 
Shepherd and George Sweegard has resigned from the Fire 
Department, effective June 1st.  Frank Shaw and Roy Carey 
have been appointed to fill the vacancies.  Shaw has been 
with Dilbone’s Taxi as driver and Carey has been 
connected with the Wells Fargo Express since his return 
from Co. L.  These changes are due to the refusal of 
Council to grant the increase in salary asked for at the last 
meeting.  It is rumored that other resignations may follow. 
 

HOUSTON-Horse buyers drifted into our village and 
vicinity and picked up quite a number of horses, which are 
said to be sent south; “Way” down South in the Land of 
Cotton.” 
 

FT. LORAMIE (8th)-Next Sunday the classy Celina 
baseball team plays here and another good game can be 
looked for.  The local management is looking only for the 
best teams in the county and the fans should continue to 
show their appreciation of this by attending the games in 
large numbers, because the attendance record will 
determine the character of all future games.  Several 
additions and repairs are under way at the local park which 
when completed will be one of the finest round-bout.  
Come and root for the boys and stop at Casey’s General 
Store on your way home. 
 

SIDNEY (17th)-The Sidney high school Alumni meeting 
is ever the happiest of reunions.  It is an affair where the 
members of the different classes may greet their former 
classmates and other school day friends with more than a 
friendly nod or handshake.  There is always time for 
conversation with the ones you seldom see and with those 
who come from a distance to enjoy the friendly relations of 
the evening.  The 46th celebration of these pleasant 
gatherings was held in the handsome high school building 
Friday evening with about 600 in attendance. 
 

MICHIGAN (22nd)-A two days’ sales conference has just 
been concluded between the Oakland Motor Car Company 
of Pontiac, Michigan, and its Distributors and Managers of 
Branch House representing all sections of the country.  
The meeting was held at the Company’s plant at Pontiac, 
Michigan.  President Fred W. Warner called the meeting to 
order and announced that the production of Oakland 
Sensible Sixes plans for the coming season would be 
60,000.  This announcement will permit Oakland dealers to 
more nearly meet the demand for the popular Sensible Six. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 

you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 

Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 
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