ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

ADDRESS:
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376

CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

f

FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Legacy Partners:
George and Janice Snowden, Sidney, OH

SCHS Memberships
Yearly

Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Upcoming Events

Feminism Then & Now || 18th Annual
T e e Graceland

Come join the Ohio Chautanqua 2018: Modern Legends in
partnership with the Johnston Faym & Indian Agency for the
portraval of Betty Friedan by Sally Ann Drucker

Cemetery Tour

Wednesday, June ¢ @ 2:30 PM
Ross Historical Center - 201 N. Main Ave., Sidney June 21’ 2018
@ 8:0 p.m.
This
event

MbendmeBad B 2B [j)j Tme 130 AM
Please jom ts for am affemoon fea veith o special historto quest]

Tickefs ey be purchesed of €he Shelby Doy
Hisfortod Soctefy unfal dume 8, 201
[987) 498-1858
Members. §20 Non-Members. §22

| is free

Ta‘f"f“’a Join the Shelby County Historical
Civic Society and the City of Sidney’s Parks
Park District in a day of celebration of our

biggest city park. These events are free
“ and open to the public.
Sidney, OH

Events Planned for the day:

Fun Run/Walk - Craft and Food Vendors - Free Children's Crafts
Fishing Derby for kids aged 5 to 12 - Bird Study - Nature Walk
Geocache Class - Bike Rodeo - Bike Safety Presentation by the Sidney
Police Department - Living History of Tawawa Park - Cruise-In
(Registration 10 a.m.) - Vintage Car Rides - Stream Study
For exact times and locations for each event please see our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/ShelbyCountyHistoricalSociety

Thank you to our very generous Sponsors:
The United Way, Steve and Peggy Baker, Sidney Manufacturing
Company, Dave Ross, Bob Sargeant, Bent Finger Foundation, Tom and
Mivi Givens, and the City of Sidney.




| On the morning of Saturday, April 28,

2018, there was a car accident on the corner of |
North Street and Main Avenue. A car ran a [§
| red light and hit an SUV which slammed into §
the side porch of the Ross Center. X

=!| incident but the Ross Center sustained
| damages estimated at $50,000.

a

VOLUNTEE
April Volunteer Info:

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:
Sidney 10th - Gremlin’s

Sidney 18th - Pop Rocks 44 Volunteers
No one found the clues this month. 297 Hours
Phyllis Piper, Pat Francis and Volunteer gift certificate winners for April:

Richard Bailey Mark Deam

Larry Gratz

The clue will be found ONLY in the Congratulations! Thank you to all our volunteers!
“Out of the Past” section. We depend on you! In April, 253 people
9 participated in SCHS programs.
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Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.
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Record Cleaning Brush

There are few great music lovers in this
world who have never heard the famous
singer Bing Crosby, especially around the
holidays with his version of the classic
“White Christmas.” During the late 1940’s,
his image was used as part of a promotion
with Decca Records, the results of which are R
the object on the right. While this object is g i o
nostalgic for some, many younger people may Sl
be mystified as to what its purpose might be.

At first glance, this circular object is reminiscent of the coasters

some people place under their furniture to protect hardwood floors

from being scuffed up. In reality, however, it had a much simpler

purpose. This device made from celluloid and felt was used as a

brush to remove dust and static electricity from LP records in order to keep them in working order.
With the current popularity of collecting record albums, brushes such as this still maintain their
original purpose. Along with the picture of Bing Crosby and his signature, this record cleaning
brush also features an advertisement for Flint’s Electric located at 212 E. North St. in Sidney,
which was where the brush was originally obtained.

O 7

Flint’s Electric

Several years previously, we ran an article in our newsletter
on the history of the little appliance store so many of Sidney’s
inhabitants are familiar with: Flint’s Electric. In 1932, Flint Slusser
began his business on the court square downtown Sidney until
moving to its present location in 1938. After WWII, they began
selling LP records, and continued to sell both home appliances,
televisions, and musical equipment for many years. Flint’s daughter
and her husband took control of the business and ran it until 1991,
when it was sold to the current owner. It is still in operation today,
only with more modern technology available for purchase!

Flint Slusser in front of his
store in 1957 3




J On Friday, April 27, installation
/!l began on a new air conditioning unit for
the Ross Historical Center. Emerson

generously provided a  brand new

outdoor unit valued at $3,000 while
Lochard Inc. supplied all of the indoor
coils and miscellaneous parts necessary
for the unit to run efficiently, also valued
| around $3,000. The crew from Lochard’s
that handled the installation of the new
unit worked tirelessly for three days until
its installation was complete. Many
thanks to both companies for their help
In maintaining a stable climate for not
only the employees, volunteers, and
guests of the Shelby County Historical
Society, but for the continued
preservation of our county’s numerous
historical documents and artifacts!




Manufacturing Day-Anna

I can not say enough how grateful I and the rest
of the Anna Elementary staff are that the Shelby County
Historical Society and their 46 volunteers were willing
to give up their time to make this day a reality for our
students. We had 526 elementary students and 27 high
school students participate, along with more than 40
elementary staff members.

As far as what the day meant to the school....we
(Anna Local Schools) have a goal to prepare all our
students to be ready for whatever their future may
hold. When Tilda came to me with this opportunity, |
was beyond excited, because this one day was able to
expose our students to so many skills they need to be
successful in adulthood, as well as to teach them about
one of our county's biggest career fields--
manufacturing. Our students worked with others from
all grade levels on teamwork skills, problem-solving,
logistics, math, engineering, communication, visual arts,
and so much more. They were able to experience hands
-on, real-world activities with local experts in the
manufacturing industry. They got to see how many of
the standards they learn about in the classroom
(measurement, problem-solving, critical thinking) are
actually applied in a workplace. In addition, due in
large part to Tilda's ability to see the big picture, always-
-they got to learn about the History of Manufacturing in
our area as well as see an Overview of the
Industry. Tilda was careful to design the day to include
some of the aspects of the manufacturing world that we
don't necessarily think of--warehousing, payroll,
marketing, and quality control, to name just a few. It
was so rewarding to see our students working together at
each station and being so excited and happy to learn.

So many staff members and parents have let me
know what a success the day was with various
anecdotes:

--we had students smiling and behaving who

normally don't do either

--one mom said her son came home and played

"manufacturing” with his

preschool aged brothers. They "built stuff",
boxed it up, labeled it, and

shipped it to various areas of their house
--another mom said her son couldn't stop talking
about "all the cool things

he got to do". "He was so proud of his finished
product”.

--one girl told me she was "exhausted from

having so much fun all day"

and wanted to know if we were doing this
again next year.

I also can not say enough about how grateful we
are for Tilda's tireless work. As I'm sure you know, she
puts her all into these activities for our
communities. ~ She works tirelessly to make the
experiences quality for our students. | am constantly
amazed with her ability to design activities that are
meaningful, valuable, and aligned to what students
should be learning.

Heather Wuebker
Director of Student Achievement
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Rory Rennick portrays

Reenactors show students what
it was like in the Union Army
as infantry men.

Henry “Box” Brown
who escaped slavery
by after surviving a
near-death journey
of over 150 miles
inside of a small
wooden nailed crate
landing him in
Philadelphia, PA. 27
hours after being
sealed in the box,
Henry is resurrected
into freedom on
March 29, 1849.

Thomas Melvill teaches 8th grade
students how to play cricket, a
pastime for soldiers during the war.

Another pastime
for soldiers
was music.

This year the
reenactors treated
the students to
some of the music
that was played in
that era.

John Parker’s life is a story of determination, sacrifice, and extraordinary courage.
He was an ex-slave, inventor, entrepreneur, husband and father who risked everything,
including his freedom, to help hundreds of slaves through the Ohio Underground Railroad.




el e

DPust

2§

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1943-JUNE-75 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY ANNE MORROW

SIDNEY (2ND)-The Sidney council unanimously adopted a
resolution to put Sidney on eastern war time (so called fast time)
effective at 3AM Sunday, June 6, at a special called meeting last
night in the city building. The change to eastern war time, one
hour faster than the present time, was made necessary when
neighboring cities in the Miami valley also switched to the fast
time for the summer months after going along with the state
legislature on slow time for several weeks.

LIMA (14T™H)-Only smoking ruins remained today of the 25,000
batrel oil storage tank located south of Lima after it was struck by
lightning late yesterday. The tank, one of hundred dotting the
countryside south of this city, was owned by Buckeye Pipeline
company. Damage was unofficially estimated to be over $35,000.
Billowing smoke and flames attracted thousands of motorists and
creating traffic jam on 175 which highway patrolmen and deputy
sheriffs were unable to untangle for hours.

SIDNEY-Yeomen Third Class Joe Gilardi, of the US navy has
returned to Sidney with an honorable discharge because of a knee
injury, but may return to active duty in six months, following a re
-examination. Gilardi, who has been in the navy 13 months, and
abroad four times, has seen action on the high seas innumerable
times. He was stationed on a battleship for most of the 13
months, and recently was transferred to a PT board squadron.
He is the son of Mrs. Matthew Gilardi, Wilkinson avenue.

SIDNEY (19t%h)-Yesterday morning in Clovia, New Mexico, the
impressive nuptials were solemnized for Miss Mildred Louse
Hussey, older daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Cyril Christopher
Hussey, of Bon Air, and Lieutenant William Edward Kinsella,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Kinsella, 315 South Main
avenue. The single ring service was performed at 8:30 o’clock
before the altar in the Sacred Heart church in Clovia during the
nuptial mass celebrated by the Rev. Richard Preuc. Walking to
the altar with the bride and bridegroom was their attendants,
Mrs. Cyril Christopher Hussey, mother of the bride, and her
matron of honor and Corporal John Kinsella, of Laughlin
airfield, Del Rio, Texas, brother of the bridegroom as his best
man. The bride was lovely in her wedding frock of light blue
georgette. Interest surrounds the marriage of the young couple
as both are prominent in this city. The bride is a graduate of
Holy Angels high school and attended Notre Dame college in
Baltimore, Maryland. The bridegroom resided in Sidney before
enlisting in the United States air corps, and received his wings as
a pilot in April.

SIDNEY (26%)-Removal of the tower on the Monumental
building is underway and present plans call for the donation of
the old fire bell to the scrap drive unless some old “fire horses”
come forward with a plan to safeguard the bell said Services
Director Rex Price today. Repair of the roof of the entire
building has been ordered by the Monumental building trustees,
the city and Clinton township trustees. Removal of the tower
and bell was also authorized by the service director as the
structure was considered unsafe. What to do with the old fire
bell has not been fully determined.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1918-JUNE-100 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY DEAN MORROW

HOUSTON (7t)- We just learned that at a recent meeting of
the High School Board teachers were elected for the coming
year, with the exception of one for the grammar and if we get the
report correctly there are of the teachers with names with which
we are familiar, i.e. Schisler, Gish and Brandon the fourth will be
named later. Another pleasing repott is, that the charter will be
O. K. to continue as a High but no more foolishness hope all is
as it should be all or will be tolerated by the State. Let’s even
half that had been done is true, then that should be sufficient to
last a decade or two. The latest in war dope is that all railroad
employees are drafted into U. S. service and are considered same
as the soldier fellows. O. K. McAdoo hurry on with our firing
weapons fit us with authority to swipe the pro and not fear utter
condemnation make it sweepingly imperative to strike the
Vermin wither-so-ever Thou mayest.

FARMER NEWS-Farmers ate urged by the United States
Department of Agriculture to place orders at once for fertilizer
needed for the fall seeding. It is very important that dealers and
manufactures know the farmers’ needs as soon as possible, so
that orders can be combined and space used to the best
advantage. Transportation difficulties require that all cars be
loaded to their rated capacities. Delay in ordeting may result in
failure to receive fertilizers in time for planting.

FT. LORAMIE (14t%) - Anyone interested in seeing a Moline
Universal Tractor used in the plowing of corn, may have the
opportunity.  Barney Krampe, the Implement Man of Ft
Loramie, has arranged to have a two row tractor cultivator on the
John Wiles farm, now farmed by Ray Niswonger, about eight
miles southeast of Sidney on Monday afternoon, June 17, and
will be there to give a demonstration of cultivating the corn by
the use of a tractor. The Home phone number of the farm is 3
on 4702.

MONTRA (21st)-The biggest baseball game of the season is
expected at Lakeside Park next Sunday afternoon when the now
famous Montra Giants will meet the Elco 30 team. Montra is
without question one of the best teams which has ever been
developed in this section, and they promise to furnish the same
surprises as Ft. Loramie did in past seasons. The World Series
from 1917 between the New York Giants and Cincinnati Reds
will dim in excitement compared to these two teams. The
Montra team is composed of well-known players from Montra,
Jackson Center and Maplewood, and they have about the hardest
slugging bunch of call tossers which could be gathered on one
team. In addition they have a pitcher, John Glick, who is just
about as good as any twitler ever developed in this section, and
no team this far has been able to do anything with his curves.

JACKSON CENTER (21s)-G. W. Moody, of Jackson Center,
has sold his general store there to G. L. Steifel, of Galion, taking
in exchange a farm of 120 acres and another farm of 180 acres
both located near Galion. Mr. Moody is interested in Archard
Island and will devote his time to that popular resort along with
A. R. Tarr. The hotel at Orchard Island has been enlarged and
improved and will be open to the public on July 1.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our
Historical Society. Please consider a gitt from your will or estate
plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Moving? Please let us know
your new address.
The Post Office will not forward
your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi
Treasurer: Dave Russell

Vice-President: Faye Spangler
Director: Tilda Phlipot

Secretary: Rich Wallace

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC.
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Tom and Betsy Salm

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc

David and Nancy Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn




