
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

ADDRESS: 

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 

CONTACT US:  

937-498-1653 

 

On the Web:  

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

 

  FaceBook:  

Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio  

 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission: òTo actively engage and educate 

our community to preserve and  

promote local history.ó 

Vision:  òTo become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the pastó 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members:  

No new members this month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHS Memberships  

Yearly  

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society  

June 2019 Edition 

Patriotic Concert 

Friday, June 7, 2019 @ 7:00 pm 

Shelby County Court Square, Sidney 
 

Enjoy a beautiful evening on the lawn of the Shelby County court square 

for this open-air concert, which will feature the Wright Patterson Air 

Force Rock Band. Gather the entire family and bring your lawn chairs for 

this sure to be enjoyable performance. 
 

This event is free and open to the public. 

 

Bicentennial Lecture Series: 

Transportationôs Critical Role in Shelby County History 

Thursday, June 13, 2019 @ 7:00 pm 

Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main, Sidney 
 

Presented by Scott Trostle 

To celebrate the Bicentennial of Shelby County Ohio, the Shelby County 

Historical Society has prepared a series of interesting presentations tracing 

the history and significance of the county and its citizens. 
 

This event is free and open to the public. 

 

Tawawa Park 2nd Annual Cruise-In 

In honor of Anthony McLain  

Saturday, June 29, 2019 @ 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

12 Tawawa Drive, Sidney 
 

Registration starts at 10 am.  No entry fee.  Dash plaques awarded to first 

100 registered cars.  Goody bags for first 150 registered cars.  Door prizes 

for registered cars (must be present to win).  Food truck will be available 

and playgrounds for children.  Plenty of shade! 

Model T Rides 1pm to 3pm 
 

This event is free and open to the public. 

Upcoming Events 



 

John Parker portrayed by 

Anthony Gibbs. 
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Volunteers  

April Volunteer Info: 

  125 Volunteers 

 627 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for April: 

Steve Egbert 

John Wooddell 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our volunteers! 

We depend on you! In April, 2046 people 

participated in SCHS programs. 

The Morrowsô ñOut of the Pastò   
hidden clues:  

Sidney 2nd-Rubikôs Cube 

Spring Fever 2nd-Luffing is to raise  

a sail or a blind 
 

Clues found by: 

Julie Gilardi and Judy Harp,  

 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the  

ñOut of the Pastò section.  

Henry ñBoxò Brown, 

portrayed by Rory 

Rennick, demonstrates 

how well he fits in  

Abraham 

Lincoln 

portrayed by 

John Cooper. 

The highlight of 

the day is when 

the kids get to 

help load the 

cannon. 

The cannon is 

then fired. 

Thomas Melville teaches the kids  

how to play Cricket. 

Civil War 
Education Day 

    The Civil War Educational Day was created in 

partnership with Shelby County Schools to enrich 

the 8th grade Social Studies curriculum.  This year 

every school in Shelby County participated.  The 

goal of this program is not only to enrich curriculum 

but it also helps students understand the cause and 

effect of the War.   

 Shelby County might have been located miles 

away from the battle fields but the effects of the 

Civil War is still a part of our community today.  

After losing over 320 men in the Civil War, the 

Shelby County community banded together to build 

the Monumental Building as a living tribute to these 

men.  Today it remains a beautiful building in 

Downtown Sidney, reminding us that the freedoms 

we enjoy every day came at a great cost. 



 
The Antique Quilt Exhibit hosted by  

the Hardin United Methodist Church 
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Children play in the 1819 jail replica 

created by Local Industries  

for the Shelby Co. Sheriffôs office. 

Presentation of the Flag 

Boy Scout Troop 97 

Presentation of Veteranôs Bridge 

Plaque by Col. Michael Bennett 

(Retired) 

Sheriff John Lenhart in the last  

leg of the flag run. 

The National Anthem was played by Hardin-Houston High School Band 

Irish Strings of Sidney was one of six musical groups 

that performed during the day. 

Continued on the next page... 
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Bicentennial 

Traveling 

Museum.  

Look for this free 

attraction all over  

the county.  It will 

be traveling  

with Workforce 

Partnership to 

community 

festivals. 

Over 300 people gathered for the opening ceremonies. 

Afterwards they were encouraged to visit the Bicentennial 

Traveling Museum, the Antique Quilt Exhibit,  

Antique Cruise-in, and the school art exhibit. 

The Crossroads building was perfect for the art exhibit.   

Over 300 pieces of art were on display from 11 county schools. 

The Antique Cruise-in had over 30 entries.  The weather cooperated until mid afternoon. 

Photos by: 
Jane Bailey 
Steve Egbert 
Jeff Gillman 

Jeff Hill 
Sharon Mohrbacher 

Steve & Rosemary Knouff 

Roy & Carol Morelock 

This event was 

Sponsored by: 
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 The Just for Kids Committee partnered with Brooke Gessler, 

Curriculum director of Sidney City Schools, Heather Wuebker, 

Curriculum Director of Anna Local School District, Suttan Barhorst, 3rd 

grade teacher at Jackson Center Schools, Kay Straymen, 3rd grade 

teacher at Sidney City Schools and Cindy Brown, 3rd grade teacher at Anna Local School District to create 

the Wilson/Lenox 3rd Grade Adventure.  Committee members worked together to create a curriculum 

based day of hands-on activities that would allow students to learn what a day in the life of an early Shelby 

County settler could be like. The students spent one day at the site of the historic Wilson-Lenox house, the 

first brick house in Shelby County.  It was built in 1816 and is located on Houston Road one mile south of 

Hardin.  The 680 students plus their teachers and additional personnel were able to experience the many 

activities planned for them.  Activities included touring the Wilson-Lenox house to see living and sleeping 

conditions in the 1820s, preparing corn bread on an open fire, learning about early agricultural practices, 

and viewing the pelts of wild animals that were hunted and trapped. There were also sessions on bartering, 

early communication, transportation, and law enforcement practices. Carrôs Belgians and Carriage 

Services from Casstown provided a horse-drawn ride for the students and a petting zoo, provided by the 

Rehfus family, with a donkey, chickens, goats, and pigs was also on site. 

 The volunteers willing to give their time and expertise and their assigned work areas were:  Corn 

Shelling: Cecil Steele, Bob Shoffner, and Mike Jones; Corn Grinding: Mark Schlagetter, and Steve Egbert; 

Cornhusk Dolls: Lola Billiel, Cindy Garrett, Barb Kerr, and Judy Thaman; Law Enforcement: Sheriff 

Deputy Brian Strunk;  House Tour: Linda DeVelvis, Helen Ward, Ola Schafer, and Mary Perry; Planting/

Gardening/Wood Cutting: Jim Perry, Walt Grassbaugh, Roger Lentz, and Sophie Hurley; Communication: 

Gary Bonifas, Jane Bailey, Cheryl Michael, and Beth Bailey;  Animal Care: Harry and Jan Noah; Petting 

Zoo: Rehfus Family;  Spinning wool: Mary Ellen Egbert, Reanah Daniel, and Pam Allen; Wool Carding: 

Carol Morelock and Julie Gilardi;  Trapping and Hunting: Blair Granger;  Cooking: Doug Benson, Dusty 

Hickerson, Jane Jones, Doug Slagel, Chris and Dianne Wooddell; Bell Ringers: Sharon Mohrbacher and 

Becky Michael.  Volunteer meals were catered by Kathie Woodruff and Jeanne Schlagetter. 

 The sponsors for this event are the Sidney/Shelby Chamber of Commerce, Shelby 

County United Way, Gillman Farms, LLC, and Monarch Legacy Fund of the Community 

Foundation of Shelby County . 

Bicentennial Wilson/Lenox House 
3rd Grade Tours 

Photos by: 
Jane Bailey, Sutten Barhorst, Julie Gilardi,  

Sophie Hurley, Sharon Mohrbacher, and 
Tilda Phlipot 

Transportation with the Carr family. 
Dianne Wooddell 

helping the kids 

cook cornbread. 

Beth Bailey helping  

with letter writing for 

communications. 
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Student 

looking over 

items inside 

the Wilson/

Lenox home. 

Harry and Jan Noah sheering sheep. 

Left: Julie Gilardi carding wool.  

Right: Mary Ellen Egbert spinning wool. 

Right: Student sawing. Left: Students drilling. 

Right: Mike Jones and Bob Shoffner shelling corn. Center: Cecil Steele grinding corn. 

Left: Students learning to make cornhusk dolls. 

Deputy Sheriff Brian Strunk 

teaching about the laws  

in the 1800s. 

Roger Lentz and Sophie Hurley taught the kids how settlers plowed a 

field when they didnôt have animals to help in the 1800s. 


