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Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

June 2020 Edition 

 Please join us for Sidney’s Bicentennial Tour of Graceland 

Cemetery hosted by the Shelby County Historical Society.  The tour 

will be held on Thursday, June 18, 2020, at 8 p.m.  The Graceland 

Cemetery tour is a free non-ticketed event and is open to the public. 

  The gentle rolling hills of Graceland Cemetery are now 

home to many of the men and women who struggled and toiled to build 

Sidney’s strong foundation which we still enjoy today.  Sidney’s 

Bicentennial year is a perfect time to share the stories of our founding 

fathers.   

 From time to time, those who reside in Graceland Cemetery 

return to tell their life stories.  Charles Starrett, among others, will 

return this year to see how the community, for which he donated land , 

has been developed over the years. 

 Society Board of Trustees members Rich Wallace and Linda 

DeVelvis will meet you at Section 1 of Graceland Cemetery.  Please 

park on the road near that area.  Masks are not required for this event, 

but they are recommended.  We ask everyone in attendance to try to 

social distance throughout the tour.  For your information our 

presenters will not be wearing masks so that you will be able to 

understand them when they speak.  To help our presenters be able to be 

heard over the street noises, they will be using a portable sound system 

donated by Wreaths Across America. 

  Please join us at Graceland Cemetery on evening of June 18, 

2020, at 8 p.m.  for a fun and educational tour! 

Graceland Cemetery Tour 
June 18, 2020 

@ 8:00 p.m. 
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Volunteers 
 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for March: 

Anne Morrow 

Keith McLain 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for April: 

Jeanne Schlagetter 

Kathie Woodruff 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our volunteers! 

We depend on you! 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Sidney 11th-Mr. and Mrs. Shoehorn 

Sidney 14th-Indian Chief Motorcycle 
 

Clues found by: 
 

 

No one found the clues this month. 
 

 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the  

“Out of the Past” section.  

Saturday, May 9, 2020 

Photos by Hemp Imagery  

 The weather was cool but sunny.  It was a great day to have a Cruise to honor the first 

responders of Shelby County.  105.5 TAM FM took requests for the two hour run.  We did a live 

streaming on Facebook if you missed it!  Many antique cars were able to join us this time 

around.  A special thank you goes out to John Hemp, who captured the event in photos! 
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What Can You Learn from Each U.S. Census? 
Fishwrap, the Official Blog of Newspapers.com 

Posted on March 19, 2020 

By Jenny Ashcraft 

Have you received your invitation to complete 

the 2020 Census yet? In 1790, about one year after 

George Washington was inaugurated, the United 

States conducted its first census. Since that time, the 

government has conducted a census every ten years. 

These decennial census records provide a historical 

snapshot of families and are key records for 

genealogical research. Check out some of the 

headlines surrounding the census over the years and 

find out what made each census unique! 

News From the First Census – 1790 

1790: Enumerators gathered the name of head 

of household; number of free white males 16 years 

and older; number of free white males under 16; 

number of free white females; number of all other 

free persons; number of slaves; and sometimes town 

or district of residence.  

1800: Name of head of household; number of 

free white males and females broken down into age 

categories; number of free white persons except 

Indians not taxed (Native Americans are referred to 

as Indians throughout these early records); number of 

slaves; town or district and county of residence. 

 1810: Name of head of household; number of 

free white males and females broken down into age 

categories; number of free white persons except 

Indians not taxed; number of slaves; town or district 

and county of residence. 

 1820: Name of head of household; number of 

free white males and females broken down into age 

categories; number of free persons except Indians 

not taxed; number of slaves; and town or district and 

county of residence; number of free white males to 

be naturalized; number engaged in agriculture, 

commercial, or manufacture; number of “colored” 

persons; and number of other persons except 

Indians.  

1830: Name of head of household; number of 

free white males and females broken down into age 

categories; the name of a slave owner and the 

number of slaves owned by that person; the number 

of male and female slaves and free “colored” 

persons by age categories; the number of foreigners 

not naturalized; the number of deaf, dumb, and blind 

persons; town or district, and county of residence. 

1840: Name of head of household; number of 

free white males and females broken down into age 

categories; the name of a slave owner and the 

number of slaves owned by that person; the number 

of male and female slaves and free “colored” 

persons by age categories; the number of foreigners 

(not naturalized); the number of deaf, dumb, and 

blind persons within a household; town or district, 

and county of residence. For the first time, the 1840 

census asked the ages of Revolutionary War 

pensioners and the number of individuals engaged in 

mining, agriculture, commerce, 

manufacturing, trade, and the 

navigation of oceans, lakes, and 

canals. Questions relating to 

education and learned professionals 

were also included. 

1850: For the first time in 1850, 

enumerators recorded the name of 

every person in the household. Also 

included were: age; sex; color; 

birthplace; occupation of males 

over 15; value of real estate; 

whether married within the 

previous year; whether deaf-mute, 

blind, insane or “idiotic”; whether 

able to read or write for individuals 

over age 20; and whether the person  

1920 census for Carl A. Sexauer of Sidney, Ohio. 
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attended school within the previous year. In 

addition, the 1850 and 1860 Federal Censuses 

included Slave Schedules that recorded age, sex, 

and color, and whether the slave was a fugitive, 

freed, deaf and dumb, blind, insane, or idiotic. 

However, the name of the slave was often omitted. 

1860: Names of every person in the  

household; age; sex; color; birthplace; occupation 

of persons over age 15; value of real estate; 

whether married in previous year; deaf, dumb, 

blind, insane, a pauper, or a convict; whether able 

to read or speak English; whether the person 

attended school within the previous year. As noted 

above, 1860 also included Slave Schedules. 

1870: Names of every person in the 

household; age; sex; color; profession; occupation 

or trade of every male and female; value of real 

estate; place of birth; whether mother or father 

were of foreign birth; whether born or married 

within the year and month; those who could not 

read or write; whether deaf, dumb, blind, insane or 

“idiotic”. 

1880: Name; address including name of 

street and house number; relation of each person to 

head of household; sex; race; age; marital status; 

ability to read and write; birthplace; birthplace of 

parents; occupation; whether blind, deaf, dumb, 

crippled, maimed, idiotic, insane, bedridden, or 

disabled. 

1890: Most of the 1890 census records 

were destroyed in a fire. You can read about it 

here. There are very few surviving fragments. If 

you’re lucky enough to find your family, you’ll 

see that each family has an individual page. 

Enumerators gathered information including name; 

surname; relationship; race; gender; age; 

birthplace; birthplace of father and mother; and a 

Veterans Schedule that included information about 

military service. 

1900: Name; address; relationship to head 

of household; color or race; sex; month and year of 

birth; age at last birthday; marital status; number 

of years married; total number of children born of 

mother; the number of those children living; places 

of birth of each person and parents of each person; 

if individual is of foreign birth, the year of 

immigration and the number of years in United 

States; citizenship status of foreign-born 

individuals over age 21; occupation; whether 

person could read, write, and speak English; 

whether home was owned or rented; whether the  

home was on a farm; whether the home was 

mortgaged. 

1910: Name; name of street; house number 

or farm; number of dwelling in order of visitation; 

number of family in order of visitation; relationship 

to head of household; sex; color or race; age; 

marital status; number of years married; for 

mothers, number of children born and living; place 

of birth, place of birth of father and mother; year of 

immigration; whether naturalized; whether able to 

speak English, or if not, language spoken; trade or 

profession, industry, employer, employee, or 

working on own account, whether person was out 

of work during 1909; whether able to read or write; 

farm or house, whether survivor of Union or 

Confederate Army or Navy; whether blind, deaf, or 

dumb. There were also separate Indian population 

schedules for 1910 in which the tribe and/or band 

was recorded. 

1920: Name; name of street; house number 

or farm; number of dwelling in order of visitation; 

number of family in order of visitation; relationship 

to head of household; whether home owned or 

rented and mortgaged; sex, color or race; age; 

marital status; year of immigration; whether 

naturalized or alien; near of naturalization; whether 

attended school; whether able to read/write; place 

of birth; mother tongue; father’s and mother’s place 

of birth; whether able to speak English; trade or 

profession; industry or business; employer, salary 

or wage worker; number of farm schedule. 

1930: Name; address; home owned or 

rented and value; whether home has a radio; sex; 

race; marital status; college attendance; ability to 

read and write; birthplace, birthplace of parents; 

language spoken before coming to the US; year of 

immigration; naturalized or alien; ability to speak 

English; occupation; military information. 

1940: Name; address; home value and 

rented or owned; relationship to head of household; 

sex; race; age; marital status; education; place of 

birth; citizenship; residence in 1935; employment 

status; occupation; income in 1939; birthplace of 

father and mother; native language; veteran status; 

social security details; occupation; industry; class of 

worker; marriage information; number of children. 

Genealogists are eagerly awaiting the 

release of the 1950 census which is scheduled for 

April 2022. To learn more about each decennial 

census and to see how newspapers reported on the 

census over the years, search Newspapers.com 

today or visit our Topics Page! 
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Carl A. Sexauer 
From The History and Biography of Shelby County, Ohio 

By A.B.C. Hitchcock 

Page 444 

 Carl A. Sexauer, proprietor of 

Sexauer’s Grocery and Bakery, one of the old 

and stable business houses of Sidney, O., is a 

native of Germany and was born August 28, 

1865, at Freiberg, Baden, a son of John 

Sexauer, who still resides in Germany, being 

now in his eightieth year.  His wife, to whom 

he was married in 1861, also survives and is 

nearing her seventy-sixth birthday. 

 Carl A. Sexauer has an interesting 

history.  He learned the baking business with 

his father but left home at the age of fifteen 

years and went to Basil, Switzerland, and 

despite his youth, there capably managed a 

bakery for eighteen months, during which 

period he saved enough money with which to 

make the long journey to America, the goal of 

his desires.  During the voyage the ship was 

wrecked and three of the passengers died from 

shock and injury, but the others were finally 

landed after nineteen days of danger on the 

stormy Atlantic Ocean.  Mr. Sexauer had an 

uncle, George Sexauer, who lived on a farm 

near Piqua, O., and the youth decided to make 

an effort this reach this relative and finally, on 

December 24, 1881, arrived at Piqua.  He paid 

fifty cents, his last money, to a 

cabman to drive him two miles into 

the country to his uncle’s farm, 

where he was kindly received and 

rested for a couple of days.  He 

then sought work at Piqua and 

secured a job in the Piqua Bakery, 

and for four weeks worked there on 

trial, for $1.75 a week, when, 

rather than lose the skilled German 

baker that he was found to be, the 

proprietor made him his boss baker 

with a salary of $13 a week with 

board and laundry, this being at 

that time the very highest wages 

paid in any baking establishment in 

that city.   

 

 Mr. Sexauer remained in that place for a 

full year.  During that time Jacob Piper, who 

was operating a bakery at Sidney, paid a visit to 

Piqua and saw and sampled some of Mr. 

Sexauer’s baked goods with the result that he 

offered the young baker a position of boss baker 

of his establishment, and as conditions were 

more favorable he accepted and worked for Mr. 

Piper from March 1, 1883, until August 1889, 

when he bought the Piper bakery department, 

which proved a business mistake.  He was 

thoroughly experienced in his trade but he knew 

little of practical business methods and in less 

than three years had lost the large sum of 

$2,600, and owed $800 to his wholesalers.  It 

may be mentioned right here that since then he 

has paid every dollar of his indebtedness but it 

was a very discouraging experience.  He then 

secured a basement workroom and for two years 

conducted a small bakery, and in his way 

retained many of his old customers and 

interested others, any by that time felt sure 

enough of further prosperity to buy the corner 

lot which now stands the fine three-story brick 

building which he started to erect on March 1, 

1905, into which he moved on December first  

Sexauer bakery fleet circa 1920s. 



 

eldest son, John Sexauer, who is superintendent 

of that department and who designed much of 

the valuable baking machinery which his father 

has now installed.  In addition to his extensive 

baking business, Mr. Sexauer conducts one of 

the most complete grocery stores in the city. 

 In 1886, Mr. Sexauer was marred to Miss 

Mollie Althoff, of Lockington, O., and they have 

two sons: John and Raymond.  Mr. Sexauer is a 

member of the Masonic Fraternity and also of 

the Knights of Pythias, and Commercial Club, 

the National Bakers’ Association of America and 

the Grocers’ State Association.  He is recognized 

as one of Sidney’s most useful, honorable and 

respectable citizens. 

following.  In 1903, he had paid a visit to his 

parents and remained with them for three months 

and on his return began his plans for his present 

substantial building.  It stands on West Poplar 

Street and corners on the canal, and its 

dominions are 165x22 feet.  He utilizes the first 

floor, which opens on the canal, for his bakery; 

the second floor which opens on West Poplar 

Street, for his wareroom and stockroom, while 

the third floor he has fitted up as a public hall, 

and many entertainments are held in it, 

Sexauer’s hall having conveniences that make it 

an ideal place for dances, parties and the other 

gatherings. 

 Mr. Sexauer started into his second 

business adventure at Sidney with a capital of 

$92, and a debt, as before mentioned, of $800, 

but it speaks well for the impression he had 

already  made on those with whom he had done 

business, that they continued to have confidence 

in him.  After paying all indebtedness with the 

strictest honesty, he found no difficulty in 

borrowing the necessary capital to erect his new 

structure, which cost him, exclusive of fixtures 

and machinery, more than $10,000, and that 

indebtedness has also long since been wiped out.  

He has expended several thousand dollars in 

putting in modern machinery and sanitary 

equipments and now operates the largest baking 

plant in this part of Shelby County, turning out 

from 3,000 to 4,000 loaves of bread daily, 

exclusive of biscuits, buns, pies and cakes, all of 

delicious combination and made from the best 

procurable supplies.    He is  ably assisted  by his  
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Sexauer Bakery circa 1940s. 

Sexauer Bakery 1938 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1960-JUNE-60 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

PASCO (1st)-There is always the perfect day for those in 
loveéthe wedding day!  For Patricia Ann Strayer and 
Ronald E. Everett that day will be Saturday, the 25th of 
June, when they will approach the chancel in the Pasco 
Evangelical United Brethren Church to promise to òlove 
and to cherish.ó  The cloud of happiness on which they 
tread will float to its peak as the Rev. Robert T. Bumgarner 
concludes the nuptials in the words, òI pronounce you man 
and wife.ó  Weekend-by-weekend the couple has been 
putting together the plans they have made bringing them 
into reality by shopping for the dreamed of items for their  
home ð those furnishings they have had time only to talk 
of, and seek only brief glimpses in different stores ð it takes 
a ôlot of looking before decisionõ they find.  Stores that they 
have stopped into are:  Bennett Insurance-Jack Bennett; 
Monarch Cleaners-Wally Masteller; Kastan Jewelry-Bert 
Kastan; Goffena-Mike Goffena;(living room suite); 
Princehouse Electric-Mrs. Eileen Princehouse; Harris 
Jeweler-Mrs. Velena Fahey (bridal service); Dr. Cara 
Wolters- (family medicine); Uhlmans-Paul Telljohns 
(luggage);Thoma Jewelers-Velda McCoy (silver): 1st Federal 
Saving & Loan-Barb Ciriegio;  Sidney Paint-Mr. Blackston; 
Sidney Fashion Ctr.-Mrs. Ron Everett and Rhees Clothing-
Jack Rhees. 
 

SHELBY COUNTY (3rd)-Pictured in the group of the 85 
Shelby county boys and a few of their advisors as they left 
for the Future Farmers of America (FFA) judging contest 
and state FFA convention in Columbus, opening Thursday.  
There will be local entries in the dairy, poultry, meat, farm 
mechanics, wool, general livestock, agronomy and milk 
judging contest.  Anna-Roger Lentz, Bill Brandt; alternates, 
Ned Davison, Don Meyer; Botkins-Bob Wildermuth, Gary 
Henschen; Fairlawn-Dan Eustache, Robert Strayer; 
Houston-Mike Jess, Tom Polhamus; Jackson Center-Gary 
Byrd, Ronald Wilford. 
 

SIDNEY (18th)-Sentiment needs no reminders in the 
George Kerber home at 828 Spruce avenue where sheer 
numbers of children generate enough emotion to make 
Fatherõs Day a memorable event each year.  For ordinary 
birthdays which occur for some members of the family in 
January, March, April, June, July, August, November and 
December.  Fatherõs day, they go all out.  There is Dan, 17, 
Bill, 15, Bob, 12, John, 11, George, 7, Michael, 6, Fred, 4, 
Alan, 3, who lead Joey, 2, and take good care of Gary, 10 
weeks.  Two daughters, Linda, 10, and Nancy, 8.  To 
complete the family circle there are two grandmothers, 
including Mrs. William Kerber, of Sidney and Mrs. Joseph 
Weubker, of Coldwater, formerly of Minster. 

Out of the Past 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

JUNE 1920 ð 100 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

INDY: (4th) ð June 1, in the most spectacular finish ever 
witnessed on the Indianapolis speedway, Gaston 
Chevrolet, driving a car of American design, a Monroe, 
rode to victory in the eighth renewal of the 500-mile 
automobile race yesterday before a record-breaking crown 
of 125,000 persons.  Chevroletõs time was 5:40:16.14, an 
average of 88.16 miles an hour, the second best time in the 
history of the event.  In addition to winning the $20,000 
first prize, Chevrolet also won approximately $5,500 more 
in lap-prize competition and cash prizes offered by 
accessory firms.  Rene Thomas in a Ballot thundered 
across the finish line in second place, having covered the 
distance in 5:43:02.29.  His average was 87.45 miles an 
hour.  Tommy Milton, driving a little Nash rambler pulled 
up in third place and Jimmy Murphy, winner of the Santa 
Monica road race, piloted a Duisenberg, finished fourth.  
All of the thrills came in the last 30 miles of the race, when 
Ralph De Palma, the favorite, with a lead of 10 miles to his 
credit, seemed certain of the winning.  But with victory 
within his grasp, De Palmaõs Ballot car burst into flames on 
the north turn of the two and a half mile course and a few 
moments after the car driven by Joe Boyer, who led during 
the first 20 miles, skidded, overturned and crashed into a 
brick retaining wall.  Neither hurt badly. 
 

RIDGEWAY  (18th) ð Herschel Lavelley, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Levalley, living near Ridgeway, was struck by 
lighting and instantly killed at near 4PM on Monday 
afternoon.  The young man and his father were plowing 
corn each with a team, and when the storm came up the 
son sought shelter in an abandoned dwelling in the field 
and his father entered an old Summer house near by.  The 
sonõs team was restless and he hurried out to quiet the 
horses.  As he reached the door the fatal bolt struck him 
on the head and death was instantaneous.  The father was 
knocked down by the shock and when he recovered he 
hastened to his sonõs side, thinking to revive him but found 
life extinct. 
 

SIDNEY-During the storm Monday afternoon the 
building owned by Miss Ella Piper on South Ohio avenue 
was struck by lightning.  The bolt struck the southeast 
corner of the building, a big hole was knocked in the roof, 
part of the wall was torn away and the bricks scattered 
upon the sidewalk belowéThe following invitations were 
issued Wednesday for the Alumni of the Holy Angles High 
School.  You and guest are cordially invited to attend the 
dance given at the Armory by the H. A. H. S. Alumni in 
honor of the class of ò20ó ð Monday evening, June twenty-
first with dancing from 9 to 12.  Admission $1.25. 
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