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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Becky Callison, Wilson, NC
David Novotny, Sidney, OH

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Phlipot Selected as
Region 7 Representative

On Friday, March 19, 2021, the director of the
Shelby County Historical Society Matilda Phlipot was
asked to become the next Region 7 representative for the
Ohio Local History Alliance (OLHA). Phlipot was
asked by Natalie Fritz, curator of Clark County’s
Library and Archives, who was reaching the end of her
second term in that position. Members of OHLA
; explained in their Region 1 & 7 meeting on April 17 that

S Phlipot was a good selection because of her track record
Tilda Phlipot | ¢ bringing history alive at the Shelby County Historical
Society and its commitment to community involvement as well as receipt
of 23 awards at the state level. At the end of the meeting, she was voted in
by other members of Region 7, which is comprised of Auglaize,
Champaign, Clark, Darke, Greene, Logan, Mercer, Miami, Montgomery,
Preble, and Shelby Counties.

For the first time in a while Region 7 has found itself in a
predicament where it needs to replace both of the OLHA Region 7
representatives at the same time. Past representative Melissa Shaw of the
National Museum of the US Air Force in Dayton transferred to the Vice
President position for OLHA and was also replaced at the April 17
meeting. Dante Centuori, Executive Director of the Armstrong Air &
Space Museum in Wapakoneta, will be stepping forward as the other
Region 7 representative alongside Shelby County’s own Tilda Phlipot. As
part of the position of Region 7 representative, Phlipot will serve on one of
the following committees: Advocacy, Education, Outreach, or Governance.
She will also take part in the planning of Ohio’s festivities for the United
States of America’s 250™ birthday celebration. Her term will begin on June
28, 2021, and she will attend quarterly meetings for the next two years.

cruise Sidney

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the
wheel, driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our
Cruise Sidney! Don’t forget TAM 105.5 will be taking
% requests for your driving pleasure! 937-498-1055

Saturday, June 13, 2021-5:00 pm to 8:00 pm




Help us celebrate the 19SOST

In conjunction with Cruise Sidney and
our exhibit “The Flourishing Fifties!”
we are celebrating with some family
friendly events. We do hope you are

able to join us!

Swimming in tf
July 17,2021 - 7 pm to 9 pm
Sidney Water Park

Join us and pay 1954
admission prices!
50¢C per person

Advanced tickets only.
Limited tickets available.

)€ 19008

Tickets for swimming available now at

August 21, 2021 - 8 pm to 11 pm
Join us for an evening of
music and dancing!
$5 per person
Poodle skirts and bobby soCks
encouraged but not required!
Cookies and punhch provided!

Jrsenwr Center Music by:

304 West Ave., Sidney IN RE&.LnInT %/

The Shelby County Historical Society.

Ckate Night
Saturday, October 16, 2021
4 pm to 6 pm
Rolling Hills Skating Rink

105 E. Russell Rd, Sidney, OH 45365

Join us and pay 1950s prices!
Admission 50¢
Skate Rental 50¢

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for May:

See Ohio First: Dave Russell
Ft. Loramie 8th - Orville Redenbacher

Clues found by:
Mark Deam, Ann Allen, Phyllis Piper, and
Barb Ditmer, John Laws, and Judy Harp.

No one found the clues this month.

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

A

VOLUNTEERS
April Volunteer Info:
42 Volunteers
229 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for April:
Jeanne Schlagetter
Jane Jones

Congratulations! Thank you to all our volunteers!
We depend on you! In April, 189 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Upcoming Events:

Saturday
June 19, 2021
@ 8:00 pm

This 1955 movie was ranked #10 out of 100 as one
of the best movies of the 1950s. Join us for movie night
at the Senior Center to watch James Dean and Natalie
Wood in “Rebel Without a Cause!”

WITHOUT

A CAUSE JrSemor Center

NATALIE WOOD sHELBY COl

304 West Ave., Sidney

Admission is free!

AND THEY EOTH CAME
FROM GOOD FAMLES!

Casl: Away to the1950's

Fifth dnnual ladigs Tea

When: July 14 & 15, 2021
Time: 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

$20 Members

T 8322 Non-members
l M Tickets may be purchased at the

semsoen. Ross Historical Center until July 7
*Limited seating available*

Feel free to dress in 1950°s
fashion and make sure to bring
your camera for a photo in our

Featuring Julie Gilardi as
Aunalee Crusey Kerns, famous . . '
trick casting exhibitionist! pink Cadillac!




A 2-fer Vacation Package: The First and the Last
A story from The Grandpa Ride
By Jim Sayre

My late dad may have dug his pond and
sanctuary back in the woods in 1974 in reaction to a
family vacation in 1946.

If Dad had seen the Ohio Magazine’s recent
vacation guide featuring “Must-Do Getaways,” he
would have amended that to “Mustn’t Do
Getaways,” especially if it involved taking along
three pre-teen children.

He had learned this lesson from a weeklong
trip that our family of five took more than 50 years
ago. It was a two-for-one vacation package, he
later said, “the first and the last.” It was absolutely
the last time he would ever travel with the three of
us kids, he promised.

Ann, the oldest, claims she was well
behaved and that she had to sit between Mary Jane
and me, the youngest, in the car to keep us from
fighting. These negative opinions aside, we had a
wonderful, wonderful time on this trip through
Michigan.

Dad had just quit a job with the Farm
Bureau in a misguided desire to go back to farming.
The folks decided we would never again have
enough money or time to take a vacation, so it was
now or never. A relic of our family’s salaried days
was a pretty decent Pontiac, purchased from
Langhorst’s in Sidney and now our chariot to the
great northern woods.

Before a ’56 hardtop, 265 V-8, custom
painted, dual glass-pack Chevy stole my affections
much later, that Pontiac sedan was my favorite car.
Dark blue, it had a hump-like trunk attractively
ornamented with four narrow strips of chrome. A
heavy plastic hood ornament was in the shape of
Chief Pontiac’s head, his face staring grimly ahead,
warning fat summer bugs that a windshield was
heading their way.

We headed up the Dixie Highway for
Michigan, we three active kids unfettered in those
non-seat-belted days, packed the back seat. 1 was
strategically situated to kick the back of the driver’s
seat for a good bit of the trip. Dad’s face became as
stern as Chief Pontiac’s, a warning that his right
arm was about to seek a target of opportunity in the
back seat.

Dad was not accustomed to traveling with a

family. His last big outing had been in 1930, before
marriage and long before offspring. A Davey Tree
Expert Company tree surgeon in his early twenties,
Dad had worked on big estates in New England and
Canada. I have one of his letters to his parents,
written after a Quebec Province trip of more than
12 slow Model T hours from Trois-Rivieres:

“Two of the boys and I went for a four day
fishing trip up at Lac Barraba and we sure caught
trout. I caught about 25 altogether. We were out at
daylight every morning hunting for moose but we
didn’t see anything but signs of them. We left
camp Sunday noon, got back in Three Rivers about
midnight.”

This Michigan trip some 15 years later
represented a return to his carefree, youthful
adventures. But, those days were over, as he would
begin to find out in the first hour of two of back-
handed swatting at me from the front seat.

We stayed at a lakeside cabin. Dad fished
every day, Mother cooked and read books, and the
three of us fished off the dock, rowed the boat, and
waded in the shallows. A couple of young boys
about my age were staying with their dad in the
neighboring cabin, so I, a lonely farm boy, was
exhilarated by their company.

Blueberries were not common to us, but
they grew abundantly up there. Mother made pies
and, much to Dad’s disgust, gave some to the
neighbors who seemed to be without a mother.
Mother and Dad argued over the recipe for the
filling, Mother saying you need a little lemon juice
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to pep up the bland berries
, and Dad saying he wanted
to taste the blueberries, not

lemon. Dad pronounced
the  finished  product
wonderful and Mother

smugly announced that
she had put in lemon juice
anyway. Another ignoble
defeat for a man who just
wanted a good time before the harsh reality of
farming set in.

But, danger lurked in the woods, emerging
in the dark to raise a hideous ruckus next door. We
woke in the middle of the night to
screaming, cursing, and a great
wrenching of the screen door at
the neighboring cabin, the one
housing my two newfound friends.
The boys told me the next day that
a ferocious bear had tried to force
its way in. Maybe even a grizzly
bear, we thought, our youthful
imaginations greatly expanding
the summer range of the terrible
Ursus horribilis. This was a tale
entirely satisfactory to a five-year
old as yet unburdened by adult
cynicism.

Recalling the huge trees he
once cared for as a Davey Tree
man, Dad drove us to a park near
Grayling, featuring the Hartwick
Pines, a grove of old-growth trees
and a truly beautiful place. These trees were the
largest remaining stand of virgin white pines in
Michigan, some of them more that 300 years old.
We were there just a few years after hurricane force
winds wiped out about half the trees.

This stand of pines probably gave Dad the

idea to plant our farm’s hillside white pines the
very next year a decision he much later regretted.
“If I had planted hardwoods like oak or walnut, we
would have had something valuable back there
now,” he said a few years ago.

Another side-trip, a really ambitious one
considering back-seat behavior then in vogue, took
us up two-lane roads to a ferry ride across the
Straits of Mackinac. = No high-flying bridge
connected Interstate 75 to the off ramp into St.
Ignace and its fast-food restaurants in those days.
We continued on up to the Soo to watch the huge
lake freighters pass through the locks.

We three kids will never forget our
wonderful one and only vacation.
On the other hand, Dad almost
immediately began digging his
pond with a small Ford tractor and
quarter-yard scoop. This pond,
achieved through many months of
arduous labor, thereafter became
his quiet vacation spot in the
woods.

Details of that long past
vacation are fuzzy, although some
particulars surfaced in time as the
folks thought my young psyche
could handle it. For example, it
wasn’t a bear at the neighboring
cabin of my two young friends.
Surprise of surprises, it was not
the Urus horriblis at all, but rather
W- Missus horriblis, the estranged,

and very drunk, wife and mother
making all that fuss. The father had told his sons a
white lie to they wouldn’t know their mother was a
floozy.

With insufficient facts, I still wonder what
my siblings did that so turned Dad against family
vacations.
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These five photographs were scanned from 3x5
negatives found in the Society s archives that we
were unable to digitize until the recent purchase
of our Epson V850 Pro scanner.

The house to the right
of this image is still
standing at 204 W.
South St. in Sidney.

Members of the Sidney Fire Department test out hoses
from a 1912 American LaFrance fire truck near the bridge over
the feeder canal on South St. close to the West Ave. intersection.
You can see the stream of water shoot close to 40-50 feet high.
These photographs were all taken around 1912-1913.

The two men on the right in this picture
capture a photograph of the stream of
water, most likely the image shown above.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JUNE-1946-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

McCARTYVILLE-Miss Mary Huecker, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Martin Huecker, of McCartyville, became the
bride of Aldrain Ballweg, son of Mr. and Mrs. William
Bellweg during an impressive nuptial mass solemnized in
Sacred Heart church, McCartyville, at half after eight
o’clock Wednesday morning. The Rev. Edward Summe
read the single ring ceremony. Only attendants were Miss
Ruth Huecker, sister of the bride, and Cpl. Marion Ballweg
of Camp Atterbury, Ind., brother of the bride-groom.
After the ceremony a wedding dinner was served at the
home of the bride’s parents, and later a reception for
relatives and friends. A wedding dance was held at Fryburg
in the evening.

SIDNEY-Beauty and charm surrounded the nuptials of
Miss Margaret Ann Salm of Sidney and Dayton, and
Leonard ]. Hemmert, of Toledo, when they were
solemnized this morning at 9:30 a.m. before the beautiful
altar in Holy Angels church. The bride walked to the altar
with her older brother, John W. Salm, of Coldwater. Miss
Mae Dunham was her maid of honor; Mrs. Richard L. Salm
was her matron of honor. and Miss L.aVonne Hemmert
was her junior bridesmaid. Ferdinand Hemmert, father of
the bridegroom, was his best man and Richard L. Salm and
Kermit Hemmert, brothers of the bride and bridegroom,
were the ushers. The bride is a member of one of Sidney’s
oldest families. The bridegroom works for the Toledo
Trust company, Toledo.

KENTUCKY (14t%)-The marriage of Miss Ruby Manning,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Manning of rural route six,
and Richard T. Carey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ben Carey of
415 Elm street, was solemnized Saturday, the eighth of
June in Newport, Kentucky. Announcement of the
ceremony is being made informally. The service was read
at 10:20 o’clock, and Mr. and Mrs. Forest Val Gerstner
were the only witnesses to the double ring ceremony.

PATTERSON FIELD (29%)-A room in the Patterson
field hospital was the scene of a wedding last Saturday in
which Catherine Louise Van Horn, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. H. L. VanHorn, 625 Fulton street, became the bride
of Captain Walter Halsey, of Patterson field. The
bridegroom was a patient in the hospital for treatment of
injuries received in an auto accident near the field Thursday
evening. They had planned their wedding for Saturday
evening at 7PM, but because of the accident decided to
hold it in the hospital room. All of the patients in the
hospital who were able to walk, nurses, and a co-officer of
Captain Halsey’s for a best man. Chaplain Francis Mulcahy
officiated.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
JUNE-1921-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (34)-The Cleveland Plain dealer of Sunday
contained a picture of Miss Beulah Young, a daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Young of this city, who was recently
elected by a vote of 1000 men and women students at
Miami University, of Oxford, as the most beautiful in the
institution...Marriage licenses were issued to Hugh H.
Jelly, farmer of Cynthian township, son of Wm. Jelley and
Freda Grau, teacher of Franklin township. Rev. Schuh was
the minister named...Clifford McMillen, aviator, son of
Oscar McMillen of Fair avenue and Hilda Riddle, daughter
or Chatles Riddle of Perry township.

SIDNEY/PIQUA-A pretty wedding was quietly
solemnized in Piqua Saturday morning at the Lutheran
church, when Miss Betty Dreas became the bride of Mr.
Ralph Duffey of this city. The ceremony took place at
10AM with the Rev. Simon Long officiating, using the ring
ceremony. The young couple is both popular. They told
none of their friends of their wedding plan and its
announcement is being received with surprise. The bride
and groom will make their home in this city.

HILLTOP (6t)-A jolly crowd from Sidney spent Monday
afternoon with Mr. and Mrs. Will Fetterman. A picnic
supper was served and all enjoyed home made ice cream
and cake.

SIDNEY-The Sidney Milk Producers Co., has been
formed by M. Mclntire, Henry Kuether, Sr., Henry
Kuether, Jr., I. M. Milk, II, G. C. Miller, Chas. Maris and E.
J. Griffis. The intention of the firm is to establish an up to
date sanitary milk plant in Sidney and by modern methods
of handling milk benefit alike consumer and producer.
The new company is now open for business at 513 East
Court street.

SIDNEY (10%)-A party of fourteen children members of
the Sunday school class of Mrs. Robert Roth’s of the
Presbyterian church enjoyed a picnic at the Fair grounds
Wednesday. Their teacher accompanied them and they
went out during the morning hours and spent a happy day
with games. At noon the picnic dinner was served...The
As You Like It Club members enjoyed the hospitality of
Misses Zoe and Bertha Hess Wednesday evening for their
regular meeting. Among the special pleasures, were
beautiful vocal solos by Mrs. Arthur Silver and Miss Maud
Haslup. Later the hostess served a tempting two course
menu... The much waited for K. of C. Festival will open in
the armory on Tuesday evening June 21st. The committee
in charge has arraigned for a program that will be enjoyed
by young and all.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep

history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you.

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi, and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretary: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Debra Geuy, Scott

Smith, David Potts, and Becki Wood

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given

Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Bank

Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




