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On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Rita Isaacson, N. Granby, CT

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

22nd Annual Graceland Cemetery Tour

Have you been missing something in your life? Perhaps it is the
annual Society Cemetery Tour. This popular event was a victim of Covid
the last two years. It is going forward again on June 16" at Graceland
Cemetery. The starting time is 8 p.m.

Your intrepid hosts Linda DeVelvis and Rich Wallace have
prepared an exciting and informative tour this year for you. Since the new
Learning & Innovation center will be featuring many of our visionary
leaders from the past, this year’s cemetery tour will give you a preview of
some of our best men and women our community has produced. From
Civil War heroes to early women achievers in the business world to
industrialists who left their mark, this tour will have something for
everyone.

Many years ago tombstones were designed to tell part of the family
story. Come prepared to enjoy that as well.

The tour will begin at the north end of Graceland at 8 p.m. on June
16, 2022.

The Many Activities of the
SCHS

A good many of our most recent front-page articles have been
about the progress of our Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center,
and rightfully so. But this month has been such an explosion of
educational programs that truly demonstrate our mission and vision, that
we believe they need special mention. The genesis of the Learning Center
began many years ago even without our being fully cognizant of it. For the
last 29 years, your SCHS has focused on the education and immersion of
all interested people and especially our youth into the unique history of
Shelby County

This month has been a perfect example. On May 13 was our
Civil War Day for over 850 eighth graders from all of our city, county, and
private schools. This activity at the fairgrounds is a testament to the
planning and commitment of Tilda and the Teachers Advisory Committee
that plans the day to align as much as possible with curriculum at that
level.

On May 17 was the Manufacturing Day, this time at Fairlawn
School for K- 5 students during which all the grades simultaneously are
learning the steps to manufacture a product including the actual making of
a product, a wooden candle holders. Students learn math in payroll,
logistics in warehousing and transportation of the product to market,
packaging, etc. All phases of the process are hands on for all students. It

(continued on page 2)




(Continued from front page)

is a tremendous undertaking that takes a year in
preparation of the partially wooden product so that
little hands can manage a hand drill that is not
electric. It takes an army of volunteers.

Then on May 19 was an amazing dedication
ceremony of the Rumley Temple that was a
culmination of over a year of research by a number
of people including our board member Mary Ann
Olding and our hardworking curator and research
specialist Jane Bailey. This Ohio State qualified
beautiful marker similar to the ones at the
Courthouse and the Zenas King Bridge was the
result of yet another project designed to educate and
perpetuate our important Shelby County history.

These are not the only projects to educate on
a huge scale our citizens, young and adult since we
also do Pioneer Day for all 4™ graders in October
and Downtown 3™ grade tours. In June we will be
doing the Cemetery Tour, missed by all because of
the Covid crisis. We also are organizing yet another
super popular June Car Show in Tawawa. In her
spare time Tilda has continued teaching in the
DARE program.

Hopefully, you can be fittingly proud of
your very active Shelby County Historical Society.
And even more importantly, you can see how this
Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center is
an extension , albeit a fabulous one, of the mission
and vision your SCHS has demonstrated for the last
29 years.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues for May:
Port Jefferson 13th - Anne Shirley
Sidney 12th - Total should be $6,084
(It is one dollar off)

Clues found by:
Judy Harp

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.
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12:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Gates open at 10:00 am

TdeWd Par 1(

12 Tawawa Park Drive, Siclneg, Ohio
(off of State Route 47 E)
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SHELBY COUNTY

VOLUNTEERS
April Volunteer Info:
44 Volunteers
199 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for April:
Jane Jones
Steve Egbert

Congratulations! Thank you to all our volunteers!
We depend on you! In April, 414 people
participated in SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Major William Edward Phillips
1777-1864

Originally printed in the Shelby County Genealogical Society’s Newsletter
ShelbyAna - April 2003
Written by Barbara Adams

A colorful little known early resident of Sidney was
Major William E. Phillips. Whether the “Major”
was earned, self-bestowed, or respectfully given is
not recorded. This sketch gives a summary of his
life from his birth in North Carolina to his death in
Sidney, Ohio.

The Major’s first marriage was to Martha
Jershua Medearis, daughter of Captain John
Medearis, of Revolutionary War fame. The wedding
is believed to have occurred in North Carolina
shortly before the couple’s location in White
County, Tennessee where they were among the first

children, and journeyed to Hamilton County, Ohio.
In 1850 a little girl, Anna Elizabeth, was born to
Ellen, followed by a baby boy in 1852, Marquis
Lafayette, both claimed by the Major. In the census
of 1850 Ellen had somehow acquired the surname
of Morton.

In April 1855, William, still in Hamilton
County, bought lot 68 in Sidney for $3,200 from
William Brown of Warren County, Ohio. Despite
the minor status of the three mulatto children, their
names were included with William’s as grantees on
the deed. Later that year, William bought lot 414 in

settlers. It was here Martha
died in 1817 leaving seven
children, six boys and one girl.
Their ages ranged from three to
16 years.

William remarried the!

same year of Martha’s death to jSss il ST

Jane Brown of Vicksburg,
Mississippi. Jane was described g
as a “splendid woman” near his
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j Sldney and a farm of 160 acres
in Shelby County. The deed to
B the farm listed again the names
f of the children.

/ By July 1855, the Major,
M Ellen and the children were in
il Sidney. At the time William
# took a puzzling legal action at
the courthouse. He petitioned
the probate court for

age. They remained in
Mississippi for a number of
years. Tax records there

revealed the Major was a wealthy man. In 1832, he
owned 380 acres of land and 22 slaves. A cholera
epidemic in the early 1830s took a heavy toll of the
slave population, including several at Belle Prairie,
his Yazoo Delta plantation. In 1840, his holdings
had increased to 1000 acres, 124 slaves, and 300
head of cattle. The plantation home was still in
possession of the Phillips family in 1998.

The life of the Major was apparently fairly
routine until 1848, believed to have been his last
year in Mississippi.  About that time several
interesting events took place. Six weeks before his
71 birthday, one of the plantation slaves, a female
named Ellen, gave birth to a mulatto baby boy.
William claimed the child as his and named him
James. The marriage of Jane and the Major quickly
terminated. Family records indicated a divorce, but
no legal proof was found. Taking Ellen and the
baby, William left Mississippi, Jane and their

guardianship of James, seven
years; Anna Elizabeth, five
“years; and Marquis Lafayette,
three years. It was granted with no opposition.

The mystery of William and Ellen’s
relationship deepened when in May 1857, Ellen sued
him for bastardy. A fourth child, Josephine, had
been born in 1856, and Ellen named the Major, now
80 years old, the father. He willingly admitted his
paternity and soothed his vexed companion by
paying her the sum of $1015.

The 1860 census taken in June listed the
Major as born in North Carolina; 83 years old,
occupation “Gentleman” with assets of more than
$20,000. Also enumerated were the four mulatto
children, a mulatto named Emily Ryan, domestic
and Ellen Morton, a black.

Another daughter, Eliza Eleanor, was born in
August 1860. Three months later William made
another visit to the courthouse. This time he drew
up an agreement with Reuben and Adaline P.
Safford, Eliza Stewart, and Eleanor Morton, the



latter obviously Ellen Morton. The agreement
stipulated the Saffords were to have room and board
in the Phillips home for a period of five years,
provided Adaline would be an instructress for the
children. She was to carefully and properly instruct
them in all branches of education, including music.
In addition to room and board for the family,
Adaline was to have a salary of $16 per month.

Eliza Stewart was to take care of all the
household duties. As long as she satisfactorily did

quality rugs; delicate porcelain china and expensive
art objects. The possessions were not the usual array
of articles found in the homes of 1864. Attending
were the elite and wealthy of Sidney, bankers,
lawyers and successful businessmen.

Provisions were made for the mulatto
children. John Carey was appointed as the guardian
for the four youngest. James and Anna were made
wards of Edward Clancy. No problems were
mentioned with the responsibilities of Mr. Clancy

so, she was to have
room, board and $4
per month. Ellen
Morton was to
continue living in the
home, free of any
expense, care for the
children, aid in their
moral instruction and f
conduct herself in a
“chaste and proper
manner...”

The last child,
a boy, was born in late
1863. Obviously
pleased with the new
arrival, the Major gave
him his middle name,

Today the Phillips’ home is Peoples Federal
Savings and Loan’s drive thru, United Way and
Creative Marketing Solutions.

but many difficulties
ensued with  Mr.
Cary’s duties. In 1868

Anna Elizabeth
married Stephen R.
Davis in  Sidney.

They, with the other
surviving children and
Ellen Morton, moved
to Kenton, Ohio in
March of 1876.

, The steps
8 taken by the Major for
= the education of his
mulatto children to
provide  for their
successful careers in
adult life were

Edward, and added Henry for good measure. By
now the old man was so ill he could no more than
make a shaky “X” on a codicil to his will providing
for the infant. Edward is presumed to have died
young. He was mentioned in a guardianship after
William’s death and only once in the estate file.

William Phillips died in April of 1864, aged
86 years. His will, written August 16, 1862, was
witnessed by D.L. Bush and James Irwin, both
prominent Sidney businessmen. The thre executors,
Samuel McCullough, Matthew Ensey, and Benjamin
W. Maxwell were also well known. William’s
signature was barely legible.

Settlement of the estate was quickly begun.
The will bequeathed $1.00 each to the remaining
children of his first marriage. His estate was
appraised at $12,000. An auction of the personal
property required three days. Beginning Thursday,
May 26" the livestock, sheep and cows, were
offered to the highest bidder. The next two days
were necessary to sell the household goods and
furnishings. Included were oil paintings, sterling
silver tea and coffee services, chairs and sofas
upholstered in velvet and brocade, heavy damask
draperies, yards of luxurious carpets and several fine

somewhat realized. Eliza Eleanor became a music
teacher; James a respected and well known horse
trainer; and Marquis a busy and well-liked barber in
Kenton.

At the time of William’s death, he owned
lots 68, 72 and 141 in Sidney and 160 acres of land
in Franklin Township. Lot 68 was part of the 70
acre farm originally deeded to Sidney by Charles
Starrett for the location for the county seat of Shelby
County. In January 1827, the lot was sold to James
Forsythe by Town Director David Henry. It
changed hands seven times before being purchased
by William Brown of Warren County, Ohio, in
1853.

Recorded by the Regional Historic
Preservation Office, Celina, Ohio, the house was
built in 1854. Following the death of the Major,
ownership was by Judge W.D. Davis and known as
the Davis Homestead. In the will of Belle M. Davis,
Lot 68 was transferred to Katherine and James
Mathers in 1926. About 1934 Oscar R. Kerr,
coming from Covington, Ohio, remodeled the house
for use as a mortuary. He, his son James, and Mrs.
Kerr operated the location as a funeral home until
the death of Mr. Kerr in 1973.



May Student Programming

Fishing

Over two days, we took over 250 4th grade kids from Northwood to Tawawa Park
to teach them to fish. This event was sponsored by the Bent Finger Foundation.
Worms were donated by Tactical Solutions.

Over 750 8th grade student in Shelby County were invited to Civil War Education Day at the
Shelby County Fairgrounds. Photos: L/R-David Walker portraying Jefferson Davis, portrayal
of Elida Rumsey Fowle, and Rory Rennick as Henry “Box” Brown.

This year we took Manufacturing Day to Fairlawn. Students in K-8 participated in the day long
event. Students learned all aspects of manufacturing a candle holder. There were 12 stations
were visited throughout the day: Human Resources, Purchasing, Payroll, Marketing,
Packaging, Industrial History in Shelby County, Engineering, Manufacturing, Quality Control,
Shipping, Warehousing, and Transportation. Photos L/R: Students learning about packaging;
Lee “Woody” Woodruff teaching kids how to drill holes in their candle holder (Photo by Luke
Gronneberg of Sidney Daily News); Kids learning about marketing from Jeanne Schlagetter,
Kathie Woodruff, and Stacey Pettit.




Historical Marker Installed
at Rumley

Thursday, May 19, 2022, an official Ohio Historical Marker for the “Village of Rumley,” a
thriving village once inhabited by many people of color during the nineteenth century, was installed near
the Temple of Rumley church on Hardin-Wapakoneta Rd. Representatives Anthony Gibbs from Ohio
History Connection, Tilda Phlipot and Mary Ann Olding from the Shelby County Historical Society
(SCHS), Board member Carol Carity of the Anna District Historical Society (ADHS), were present.

In early 2021, brothers Dan and John Schneider approached both SCHS and ADHS about the
condition of the previous marker representing this historical site. Several errors were present and the
weather had deteriorated the marker to an almost unreadable condition. Therefore, the Societies
contacted Laura Russell with Ohio History Connection to determine what steps needed to be taken to
apply for an Ohio Historical Marker at the site. After many weeks of research and teamwork, text for the
new sign was agreed upon and the application was ready to be sent. In the summer of 2021, SCHS
received a letter that the marker was approved and would also qualify for a grant through the William G.
Pomeroy Foundation, which paid for almost the entire cost of the marker. Once the final text was double
checked and approved by all parties involved, the marker was created.

Rumley was surveyed 185 years ago on May 19, 1837, by Amos Evans and was first settled by
brothers Joel and George Goings (Goins), free black men from Virginia. Many other men and women of
color, including some former slaves, made this section of Van Buren Twp. their home. This diverse
community obtained its significance in the mid 1800’s as a stopping point along the route between
Sidney and Wapakoneta, housing a hotel, sawmill, grocery store, grist mill, brick factory, livery stable,
blacksmith shop, post office, and three saloons. There were also three one-room schoolhouses, three
churches, and three cemeteries in the vicinity. Of the buildings that once stood in Rumley, only two
remain: a brick one-room schoolhouse and the frame Lewis Chapel A. M. E. Church (now Temple of
Rumley). Due to its significance as an early settlement of diversity, the “Village of Rumley” was chosen
as Shelby County’s 6™ official Ohio Historical Marker.
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VILLAGE OF RUMLEY

C(Continued from other side)

Rumley was a stop on the stagecoach route from Lima to Piqua that
boasted a hotel, sawmill. grocery store, ‘grist mill." brick factory,
livery stable, blacksmith shop.  “post officé/ “and  three saloons.
Additionally, there were three schools.  three churches CAfrican
Methodist Episcopal, Wesleyan Methodist, and Baptist); and three black
cemeteries (Barnett. Collins, and Redman). .Only the brick one-room
schoolhouse Cbuilt 1897) and the Lewis Chapel A.M.E. Church (built 1885)
remain. Prior to the Civil War, the village and its surrounding area
were inhabited by nearly 400 free men and women of color. Although
many of these families migrated to larger nearby cities in the 1870s,
the Village of Rumley represented a model of racial diversity for
much of the 19th century.

WILLIAM G. POMEROY FOUNDATION

SHELBY COUNTY & ANNA DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
THE KP SCHNEIDER FAMILY TRUST
THE OHIO HISTORY CONNECTION

2022 6-75

VILLAGE OF RUMLEY

The Temple of Rumley Church is of one of two remaining buildings in
what once was Rumley. a thriving African American community in
Shelby County. On May 19, 1837, the village was surveyed for Amos Evang,
who built his hewed log dwelling and store... Brothers dJoel and George
Golngs (aka. Goens). freed black men from Manongalia County, V:rqinig.
purchased ‘80 acres of land that same ycar. They setiled with their
families near Rumley in Van Buren Township ‘along with other free
mén and women of color. ‘including former slaves.  dJoel Goings erected

f\“the first ‘brick house in 1841, using bricks from his own brickyard.
*By.1846. ‘the Rumley community stretched over 7,000 acres and included

e Collins. "Redman, Williams, - Davis. ‘Lett.. and Brown families.
; {Continied on other side)

WILLIAM G POMEROY FOUNDATION
SHELBY COUNTY & ANNA DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
THE KP. SCHNEIDER FAMILY TRUST
THE OHIO ‘HISTORY CONNECTION
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1950-JUNE-72 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

LOCKINGTON (8t)-The Busy Stitchers 4-H club held a
meeting May 25 at the home of Anna Mary Leist when 17
members were present. Plans for their project were
discussed and books were given out. Committees for
decorating their booth and planning a picnic were
appointed by the president...A delightful prenuptial
courtesy honoring Miss Carolyn Rosell was given Monday
evening at the home of Mrs. Tom Wilson when the Larkin
club met for their regular monthly meeting. Miss Rosell
will become the bride of Lowel H. Jess June 11 at the E. U.
B. church in Lockington.

CLINTON TOWNSHIP (13th)-Marcellus Hentrich was
appointed Monday night by the Clinton township trustees
to fill the unexpired term of clerk. The vacancy was caused
by the death of Harry English. Hentrich was unsuccessful
in his bid for election as trustee last November. Other
members of the board are Carl Yost, Fred Schlagetter and
Howard Rieck.

SIDNEY-An interesting vocational talk on dry cleaning
processes was given by Wallace Masteller, of Monarch
Cleaners, during the regular meeting of the Rotary club
held Monday noon at Hotel Wagner. H. H. Waller
presided and introduced the speaker in the absence of
William Milligan. Masteller had several charts with him to
explain the method of dry cleaning garments and the need
for constant check of the cleaning solvents to see that no
impurities have come into the fluid.

COLUMBUS-(234)-Things are getting better all the time.
The Ohio State university bureau of business research,
which in cooperation with the U. S. bureau of labor
statistics surveyed 6,000 Ohio firms, reported that from
March to April, average weekly earnings rose one per cent
to $56.50; employment was up two percent, and payrolls
and man-hours worked up three percent. Food products
workers received the highest average weekly wage-$70.20.
Others were construction workers, up four per cent to
$69.95; paper and printing down fractionally to $69.33, and
mines and quarries, down six percent to $68.90.

SIDNEY (29%)-Charming in every detail was the marriage
this morning in Holy Angels church of Miss Elizabeth
Mary Cianciolo, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent
Cianciolo, and Elwood R. Homan, son of Mrs. Regina
Homan, Dayton. Rev. Boyce D. Lehman officiated at the
double ring service before a large assemblage of relatives
and friends of the young couple. They will establish their
home in this city at 308 South Ohio Avenue upon their
return from a wedding trip.

SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT
June-1922-100 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

PEMBERTON  (20d)-Pemberton  Cubs  celebrated
Decoration Day by winning double header, Swanders and
Plattsville opposing teams. Swanders was defeated by a
score of 17 to 9 and Plattsville was defeated 4 to 2. The
Pemberton Cubs play Houston next Sunday June 4t at the
Cubs new park Rosedail, 1-2 mile south of Pemberton.

SHELBY CT.-The opening for the season at Avon Lake
dancing pavilion and bathing beach greatly exceeded the
fondest expectations of the management, a large crowd in
attendance both afternoon and evening. The music for the
dancers was furnished by the Peerless orchestra composed
by Howard Cleckner, Edward Rickert, Terry Wones and
John Strickler. The lake, which is located south west of the
city, will be under the management of A. F. Kauffman.

MAPLEWOOD (2rd)-The Senior Class of Sidney High
School enjoyed a delightful class party Friday afternoon
when they gave a picnic party at the country-home of
Russell Hodge near Maplewood. They motored out about
one o’clock with 60 members and their class teachers
composing the party. All kinds of out of door pleasures
were enjoyed and at 5:30 an elaborate picnic spread catered
by Meal Prep Life, was eaten on the porch.

BUCYRUS (16™)-The following persons were at Bucyrus
this week attending the Department encampment of the G.
A. R., D. C. Michael, John Rockey, B. W. Joslin and J. A.
Throckmorton. Mr. Michael is 95 years of age and is the
oldest men in attendance at the encampment.

SIDNEY (23)-The horse hitched to Gus Totas’ ice
cream wagon frightened and ran away Monday. The wagon
was upset and demolished at the north end of Ohio
avenue. The horse ran into the city before it was caught.

SIDNEY (30%)-The Retail Merchants Association are
making plans for a big picnic party at Mires’ on July 10t
with a supper served at six o’clock...The First Mutual
Saving and Loan Company is making arrangements to
open their office in the Mathers building on the west side
of the square about August 1. The company plans to
occupy the room now occupied by the Enterprise Dry
Cleaning company whose lease on the room expires the
latter part of July. The full list of directors of the company
is as follows: A. Friedman, Judge H. T. Mathers, D.
Oldham, F. L. Stafford, Clyos C. Carey, E. D. Kiser, C. H.
Eicher, George Erhardt, R. D. Mede, Grover Timeus and
C. C. Kelley. The stock in the company is being sold by
the F. White and Co., of Akron, professional stock
salesmen and is being rapidly taken up.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Vice-President: David Potts, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given
John and Kathy Amos Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Anonymous Helman Brothers Body Shop
Steve and Peg Baker Michael and Jane Jones
Bent Finger Foundation Paul and Linda Keller

Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc

John Coffield Lochard, Inc.

Continental Express, Inc. Douglas Millhoff

Marty Dale Minster Bank

David and Linda DeVelvis John and Marilyn Minton
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Dave and Sandy Monnin
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Thomas Faulkner Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
William and Karen Feth Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Ferguson Construction Glen and Vanis Phillips

Flinn Veterinary Clinic Matilda Phlipot

Freshway Foods Bill Ragon

Barbara Blake Geuy Ron & Nita’s

Mindy Geuy Dave Ross

Matt and Julie Gilardi Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.

David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Robert Sargeant

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell and Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




