
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

On the Web:  

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

Mission: òTo actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

 and promote local history.ó 

Vision:  òTo become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the pastó 

 

Welcome New Members:  

Cindy Wical, Fort Loramie, OH 

Mike and Sandy Nevin, Prospect, KY 

Craig and Ann Heeley, Sidney, OH 
 

SCHS Memberships  

Yearly  

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society  

June 2024 Edition 

For many years, Frank Thaman was 
concerned about how the Shelby County 

Historical Society could build the financial 
foundation needed for the SCHS to complete its 
mission for future generations. Recently he 

helped to build that solid financial future by 
making a legacy donation. This was not some 
passing whim but the result of a long-time 

dedication to the SCHS. Not only was Frank a 
long-time member, he was also a working 
memberðeven into his 80ôs. Well into his 80ôs, 

Frank decided that the threshold of our beautiful 
front door needed refinishing. Not content with 
passing the task on to another, Frank and his son 

Steve and fellow volunteer Ken New proceeded 
to refinish the three-inch thick door and the front 
step. The project took much devotion and skill, 
both of which were qualities Frank possessed. 

Each day that he came to work on ñhis ñproject, 
Frank started with a huge smile, a twinkle in his 
eye, and a face that would light up the lobby. Even on days when he tired 

more easily than others, Frank was determined to make his contribution 
through his personal effort at restoring the huge door. Now his legacy 
lives on, not only through the door that we all pass through, but also the 

gift to our organization to help through many years to come.  Thank you, 
Frank Thaman. 

Thaman in 2010,  
finishing the threshold 
on the Ross Center. 

5pm to 7 pm 
June 22, July 20, August 17 
 September 21, and October 19 
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The Morrowsô ñOut of the Pastò   
hidden clues for May: 

 

Sidney 15th-Vanis Helman 
Sidney 6th-fungoes 

 

Clues found by: 
 

Glen Phillips 
 

 
 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the  
ñOut of the Pastò section.  

Volunteers  

April Volunteer Info: 
   50 Volunteers 
 253 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for April: 
Anne Morrow 
Deb Kaufman 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our volunteers! 
We depend on you! In April, 624 people 

participated in SCHS programs. 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

Info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

Fishing 2024  

Amanda Hurley from Shelby Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
teaches about water conservation. 

The Antique Tractor Association provided hay rides during the day. 

Angie Mentges shows students the  
different kinds of fish. 

The Bent Finger Foundation provided 
every student with their own a fishing pole. 

Fishing takes place  
at the Zenas King 
Bridge in  
Tawawa Park. 

Several fish were caught over  
the three days.  We practice  
ñCatch and Release!ò 
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1750 ï The 13 original colonies live under their original British government.  Some of those colonies, 
along the Atlantic seacoast, claim land as far west as the Mississippi River, but all their 
settlements are between the Appalachian Mountains and the ocean. 

1775 ï Revolutionary War breaks out on April 19, 1775, with battles at Lexington and Concord, west 
of Boston, Massachusetts.  

 4 July 1776 ï Declaration of Independence from Britain. 
 3 Sep 1783 ï Treaty of Paris; Britain recognizes the United States as an independent and 

sovereign country, with 13 United States. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1800 ï 16 states comprise the United States. 

1 Mar 1803 ï Ohio becomes the 17th State.   
1812-1815 ï War of 1812, the U. S. wins freedoms Britain had not recognized. 
1 Apr 1819 ï Shelby County is founded, county seat at Hardin. 

1825 ï 24 states comprise the United States. 
 
1850 ï 31 states comprise the United States. 
 1861-1865 ï American Civil War, eleven states seceding. 
1875 ï 37 states comprise the United States. 
 4 July 1876 ï A Centennial celebrates the 100th anniversary of the United States. 
 
1900 ï 45 states comprise the United States. 
 1914-1918 ï World War I, between Austria-Hungary and Serbia, engulfs countries on five 

continents. 
1925 ï 48 states comprise the United States. 
 1939-1945 ï World War II, Germany invades Poland, again involves countries on five 

continents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1950 ï 48 states comprise the United States. 
1950-1953 ï Korean War 
1955-1975 ï Vietnam War 
1975 ï 50 states comprise the United States. 
 4 July 1976 ï A Bi-Centennial celebrates the 200th anniversary of the United States. 
2000 ï (We have omitted other conflicts and recent wars, to simplify this page.) 
2026 ï The United States will celebrate America ï 250 years as an independent country. 

What is America 250? 
In short, America 250 is a Birthday Celebration 

Phil Abbott, a member of the Shelby County Genealogy Society and board member of the Shelby County 
Historical Society, created this short timeline to describe the larger military conflicts of America from its 
founding to present.  As America 250 approaches, he wanted to share with our members the different conflicts 
America has participated in and when they happened along with the history of how America expanded over 
the years. 
Included are images of veteransô grave markers.  Walk through any of the active cemeteries in Shelby 

County, and you may see one of several brass markers, such as those pictured throughout this article.   

S.A.R. ï Sons of the American Revolution.  
D.A.R. ï Daughters of the American Revolution.  

G.A.R. ï Grand Army of the Republic (Union soldiers in the Civil War)  

War of 1812 World War I World War II 



 

4 

 As we prepare to celebrate Americaôs 250th anniversary in 2026, we may choose to 
collect a few souvenirs along the way. The United States mint is again creating coins that will 
depict scenes of the Revolutionary War. You will be able to purchase uncirculated coins (from 
local coin dealers) as the celebration draws closer.  
 It is no surprise that the United States mint has created coins that honor the men and 
women who have served in the armed forces for the past 248 years. Brant Fahnestock, our 
local coin dealer, will offer Shelby County Historical Society members the chance to purchase 
some of these rare coins by visiting the Ross Historical Society. A part of the proceeds will 
benefit the Society. Listed below will be some of the coins on display: 

Numismatist  
and America 250 

1. Battle of Gettysburg 2. Battle of Antietam 

3 .Korean War Memorial 4. WWII 

5. Vietnam Veterans 6. U.S. Prisoners of War 
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7. Women in Military Service 8. Civil War Battlefield 

9. Black Revolutionary War Patriots 10. West Point 

11. Marine Corps 12. American Disabled Veterans 

13. Medal of Honor 
14. U.S. Army 

15. Infantry Soldier 16. WW I 

17. Purple Heart 


