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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

Quilt Raffle

This quilt, hand made by one of the
Shelby County Historical Society’s key
volunteers, and long time Sidney City School
teacher Linda DeVelvis, is being raffled off.

This quilt is a one of a kind item for a
number of reasons. Linda taught American
history to the children of our community for
over 20 years. She made it a practice over the
last years of her career of posting significant
history and current items on her bulletin
board. Linda has incorporated these items in
her quilt. It presents a fascinating tableau of
American history. Please support your Society
and try to secure this piece of history for your
collection! When you see Linda, thank her for
her generosity.

You can purchase chances on this quilt
by visiting the Ross Center any time between
now and September 11, 2011. The cost of the
tickets is 1 for $1 or 6 for $5. The quilt will be
on display now and during Applefest. All
proceeds will be
donated to the
Shelby County
Historical Society.
To see a color photo
please visit us on
Facebook/Shelby
County  Historical

Jennifer Gariety and SOCiCty, Sidney,
Linda DeVelvis hold the raffle quilt. Ohio




History of the River
With Central Elementary School

The Shelby County Historical Society with the help of the Monarch
Foundation, Cargill, Inc., the River Stewards from the University of Dayton, the
YMCA, Lynn and Char Smith, Lynda Adams from Shelby County Soil and Conservation,
and the Historical Society’s Youth Committee put on “The History of the River” for
Central School on May 31, 2011. Over 200 Central School students walked to
Tawawa Park. They learned about the river by participating in canoe rides on the
lake. They learned about water safety, how Indians used the river, water pollution,
how glaciers formed the river and participated in exploring the stream with nets.
Hugh Aukerman, principal of Central School said, “On behalf of the students and
staff of Central School, | wish to express a BIG Thank You to the Historical Society,
and the many volunteers for putting on the "History of the River" Day! The kids
really enjoyed all of the activities with the canoe ride being their favorite!”

Anne Morrow leading the way!

Kids learning about water safety.

<nhank yo,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clue this month: May Volunteer Info:
“JUNE 11" - Marriage of Johnny Fairplay 40 Volunteers
and Parvati Shallow at Rumley Church...” 250 Hours
These people were actually contestants
on the show “Survivor” Volunteer gift certificate winners
The clue was found by: Mark Deam. for May:
Ray Prater
, , Patti Speelman
-~ The clue will be found ONLY in
) the “Out of the Past” section. Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In May, 1020 people
participated in SCHS programs.




SIDNEY’S SECOND GENERATION WATER SYSTEM

Albert B, Dickas, Ph.D.

hen the new, stote-of-the art, 355000 water

pumping swation was placed in operation in
October of 1873, many a citizen surely walked the streets
of the city exhibiting an enhanced foeling of sccurity.
And why shouldn’t they have, for they had every reason
to experience a greater sense of safety. The business
district of Sidney — composed of many buildings built
almiost entirely of wood, along with brick the construction
material of choice during that era — was now guarded
by an interconnected system of pressurized pipes and
hydrants designed to combat that most serious threat to
community life and development = fire, Two engines
and associated waterwheels had the power and capacity
to throw 4 172 inch streams of water over the highest
building in town. This was a cutting edge facility, widely
recognized as & model for other Ohio towns.

Water was drawn from 2 dammed portlon of Mosguin
Creek, funneled by gravity along the banks of an carthen
welr through the woods east of Sidney and delivered o
the new brick water station fronting Brooklyvn Avenue im-
mediately south of the ruins of the B. W. Maxwell grain
mill that just 14 months before had burned to the ground.
Inside the pumping station, the creck water was pulsed
through equipment designed and built by Birdsill Holly
of Lockport, New York — designer of the first pressune
water system in America — and then pumped across the
Great Miami River into a buried infrastructure of metal
pipes that was distributed throughout the central sector
of the community.

Mow, should fire break out, the newly purchased horse-
drawn tank and hose carriage could race to the scene,,
hook up to the nearest Holly hydrant = each one bearing
a U. 5. Patent dute of September 14, 1869 - and envelop
the conflagration under an umbrella of water. No longer
would a fire-brigade system, composed of a single in-
dividual managing a hand-operated pump and a line of
volunteer, buckel-passing citizens, be needed. No longer
would the city lathers fear a disaster such az the one that
had reduced four square miles of the business district of
Chicago to ashes in 1871,

Following the public display of the efficiency of the Haol-
ly water works, William Binkley, editor of The Sidney
Journal, struck the right note when he reported: “Many
came prejudiced against the system of the Holly works,
but there was not one who did not leave thoroughly con-

vinced of its feasibility, utility and undoubted success
im every paricular, The advantages thar will accre o
Sidney by virtue of the enterprise were recognized by
everyhody.”

Sidney had its fire-controd system, yves indeed, bt a ma-
jor problem remained. The quality of the water was far
from being considered potable, in fact, it was classed as
“raw" and therefore unsatisfactory and unsafe for domes-
the use. Townspeople were siill dependent on the waier
harrel, the cistern and the individual well and pump for
water 1o be used for cooking, drinking and probably even
bathing and washing.

For the next decade and one-halfl this one-time “vun-
derbar,” Mosguito Creek 1o Brooklyn Avenue, system
met the frg-contred needs of the community, ol least in
g fashion. During dmes of droughe its value was most
certainly placed in guestion, exceeded perhaps by the
powers attributed to the best available rainmaker. And,
of course, even if the rains could be depended upon, the
city contineed to grow, whereas the Brooklvn Avenue
plant had been constrscted with finite capacity.

Ciradually, it became obvious to one and all - homeown-
ér, shopkesper and Iocal politician -- & bemer Lounce of
water had to be found and tapped, one relying not on the
unprediclable low of Mosguito Creek, but instead allied
with the more voluminous waters of the Great Miami
River,

Following the usual rounds of council meetings and
commitiee discussions, consensus was soon reached, A
new facility was envisioned southeast of the fecder canal

to the Miami and Erie Canal System and north of the
rosdbed of the Big Four Eailroad, There, & two-story
stone and brick pumping station would be built adjacent
to & reservoir formed by constructing a dam scross the
FIY¥ErF.

Upon completion of this complex in 1883, waler was
drawn from the reservedir and lilled by steam poswer oA
25-foot diameter, 80-foot high, riveted steel stand-pipe
located on the east side of the 900-block of North Miami
Avenue, Filled to capacity, the "pressure-head™ of this
cylindrical tank, combined with a “gravity-feed™ pipe
system, was sufficient to deliver water throughout the
community. Even though this second-generation water
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works repontedly contained o crude filiration system, it
was designed — as had been the Brooklyn Avenue facility
- primarily (o meet the “gquantity™ needs of Sidney; fire
protection was its principal purpose. Water quality was
not a subject of concern, as standards for potable water
were not vet established throughout America. Times and
environmental concemns, however, were on the change,

One year before the new Miami River facility went on-
stream, the ground was broken, in Lawrence, Massachu.
sedts, For the worlds first drmking water punfication and
sewage research station. Over the years pioneering stud-
105 were carried oul there —concerming praclical methods
for treating wastewater, the effect of filtration as ¢om-
pared to natural oxidation and the establishment of tech-
nigues For the identification and quantitative analyses of
microorganisms in water and sewage, [recting many
of these studies was Ellen 5. Richirds, the first Amencan
woanan to earn a degree in chemistry and acknowledged
in the late 18005 as one of the foremost industrial and
environmental chemists in the United States.

A crtical study conducted during the first year of op-
eration of the Lawrence facility mvolved in excess of
20,000 water samples, with the aim of establishing clean
water standards for the first ime. Eventually, these rules
were adopled nationwide, but at a stepped pace that is
siill in effect.

In the Buckeye State, this phased program includes scv-
eral important dates: 1st wastewater tredatment plant (in
Canton] in 1893, 1st conference on water purification
in 1921, establishment of the Water Pollution Control
Board in 1952 and approval of the Safe Drinking Water
Actin 1974

Three years before the construction of the Miami River
plant and two years before the opening of the Massachu-
setts facility, Shelby County became the focus of an oil
and gas drilling boom that was carried out principally in
the terraced flood plain of the Gireat Miami River.

Following the discovery of commercial quantities of
natural gas in 1883 in the community of Findlay, local
entreprencurial citizens formed several companies — the
Sidney Enterprise Company, the Miami Valley 0il and
Gas Company and the Siddey Gas and (il Company —
and drilled several key wells, in late 1885 and early 1886,
in search of fame and fortune, with special emphasis on
the latter, Bach borchole struck gas, bul unfortunately
the flow was short-lived, lasting in general only a matter
of days or weeks. That was the bad news; the good news
wits cach well was capable of producing a copious sup-
ply of water,

The Miami Yalley Oil and Gas Company well was exem-
plary in its production. Drilled o a total depth of 1453
fect on a lot owned by John Burkhart, Senior, land that
later became known as Gramercy Park and temporary
home 1o many a carnival and circus even into the 19505,
it struck a gas horizon that Alowed out of control for ten
weeks. This pusher of methane was finally snuffed out
by the great storms of May 1586, when the Miami River
Nooded the well site.

Mever again did this borehole produce gas, but its poten-
tial as a future source of city water was quickly realized.
It is listed on the 1900 plat of the city as an “artesian
well,” and was still in existence as late as 1911, when
it was used as a water source during the six weeks the

The stand-pipe for the 1888 water system mot only was
an integral part of the system, but a point of interest for
citizens of the surrounding area.



In this view, taken sometime after 1888, the mewly
constructed water system facility acts as a backdrop to a
flowing well, possibly a test bore hole.

Cireat Sidney Evangelistic Eevival came (o town under
the auspices of the Reverend French E. Oliver of Asbury,
Mew Yiork.

While this oil and gas drilling program was a disappoint-
ment to those who had invested in its potential, it provid-
ed ample proof for the city water department that there
was an available water supply other than that obtained
from surface sowrces. In addion, cily offcals now
knew the specifics of the rock formations that formed
the basement geologic structure of Shelby County, as
well as the depths and ages of the various water-bearing
formations.

After personnel at the Columbus office of the Geologi-
cal Survey of Chio examined rock cuttings that been re-
moved from the well drilled on the Burkhart lot, they
were able to idently details of the rock column that un-
derlay Sidney. From shallow to deep, they are:

--White, fractured Ningars Limestone, itermixed
with shale, up to 210 feet in thickness, Silurian in age
(years later determined to be 443 to 416 million years
old).

~Clinton Limestone, associated with layers of Me-
dina and Utica Shale, in total some %0 feet thick, Crdo-
vician i age {later determined to be 488 to 443 million
viears old).

—Trenton Limestone, of vardabbe thickness and Crdo-
vician in age.

Each of these rock unitz was characterised by the pres-
ence of a different class of groundwaler, Those volumes
contained at depth in the Treoton Limestone were rec-
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This partial view of the City of Sidney plat of 1900
identifies several elements of the water system mentioned
in this article, One and two are wells drilled in 1835
and 1886. Three is the reservoir that fed the original
1873 waterworks system on Brooklyn Avenue, Fimally,
four is the location of the second generation 1888 water

facility.
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ogmzed as saltwater, while those found in the Clinton
Limestone were generally sulfur-bearing and foul smell-
ing. Water obtained from the Niagara horizon however,
wias thoroughly acceptable for domestic use and Nowed
al a guantity necessary for effective fire controd. Later
lests indicated a maximum production rate of 950 000
gallons per day was possible, with an average being
00,000 pallons.

Armmed with this information, the city initiated 2 new
search for water in 1895 with the drilling of six, 6-inch
boreholes o an average depth of 120 feet. Located along
a marrow strip of land adjacent to the river and immedi-
ately northeast of the 1888 water plant, these artesian
Aowing wells penetrated some 20 feel of rver and gla-
cial gravels and then intersected the Niagara Limestone,
where excellent volumes of water were found. When
this dnlling program had been completed, the Miami
River reservoir was abandoned as the prime source of
Cify walcr,

By the wm of the century more than 158 pressunsed
waler systems were in operation m the State of Chio,

This diversion outlet located on Mosquite Creek is
situated several hundred feet spstream to the oreek's
confluence with the Great Miami River, on the north side
of Custenborder field in East Sidney.

and the need was being felt for an “association of water-
works men in Ohio,” This idea was quickly expanded o
the formation of the Central States Water Works Associa-
tion i 1898, The election of James P, Maloy of Sidney
as its 2nd Vice President gave assurance the city would
continue to be in the forefront of communities supplying
safe water to its citizens,

In 1908, the Ohio State Board of Health released some
very interesting findings regarding the statewide use of
water:

--70 percent of the total population “supplied with wa-
ter in a public way™ was using surface warer;

--no stream in Ohio was of sufficient purily toaflord a
safe public water supply;

—groumnd water supplies of natural purity were in many
places unattainable

These findings did nol have direct bearing on Sidney, for
by this date the cluster of wells that had been drilled a
decade before were in full operation and supplying the
communily with groundwater that had been naturally fil
tered through layers of limestone and shale,

Thiz well ficld is still in operation oday, and supplies on
average a repored 30 percent of the daily water needs
for the community. The remainimg volumes come from
the Miami River and a diversion outlet that was con-
structed in the 19605 on Mosguito Creck. Depending
upon demund, any combination of this three-way source
can be used for community water supply.

On average, Sidney uses some four million gallons of
treated water per day. This combined flow of water is
presently being pumped to the thicd generation, state-
of-the-art waler treatment plant that was constructed in
1979, east of town and adjacent to U, 5, Route 29 In
anticipation of even greater needs of water in the future,
the city has obtained the water rights to a gravel pit area
in the Lockington Dam region. Successful test wells
have already been completed on this site.

Today, the Boute 20 facility functionz as a model for
communitiess throughout the State of Ohio. As Sidney
faces the future it will continue to rely on a quality sur-
face and subsurface supply of water for use by both in-
dustry and household alike, This assurance is backed by
a history that dates back to that first pump house thal was
ceremoniously placed in operation in the year 1873,

Twe important sources of informuaiion were weed in wrll-
ing this arficle and an carlier one discussing the hisiory
af the first weter plant in Siduey:

--J. Douglas Brookhare, 51, Marvs, Ohio, former Direc-
tar of the Sidney Warer Works.

="A Century of Warer,” 10-page, in-fouse report, dal-
ed 1974, by Jerry L. Alexander, former Plant Operator,
Sidney Water Treatment Plan:,

e ke to thank each of these individuals,
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SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT
125 Years Ago-July-1886
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (27d) — An express car specially fitted for the purpose,
containing 13 noted race horses, passed through Sidney on
Monday morning. The car was attached to the regular passenger
train. Among the horses were several noted ones, including
Grimaldi, Brookfield, Bonny Blue, Procastination, Prodigal and
others. The horses were accompanied by several colored jockeys.
The trip from St. Louis to Cleveland was 540 miles was made in
16 hours and 50 minutes...A letter mailed at Sidney for Houston
on Friday afternoon, designed to inform the recipient that the
writer would make a visit on Saturday, was not received until
Tuesday afternoon. If it takes 96 hours to send a postal to
Hardin, how long will it require to deliver a letter at Hardin?

WYNANT- George Cyphers, of Sidney, gave our vicinity a
flying visit last Tuesday. He was lucky enough to fly to his home
with one of our lady friends to do his cooking and housework in
general...Construction of the Eiffel tower starts this week...The
expert bicycler from Oran was trying his skill in our streets last
Sabbath evening.

SIDNEY (16t) The handsome building erecting by William
Piper, to be occupied by his store, will be completed on the
exterior in a few days. The store room, 36x125, is one of the
largest in Sidney. It will be furnished after designs that are
popular in the East, which will make the room one of the
handsomest. The front is of pressed brick, which, with the
galvanized iron ornamentation, presents to the town a structure
that is as good looking as it is commodious and substantial.

BUNKER HILL (16%) — We reported last week that Miss
Vansky was married, upon what was given to us as authentic
information. That information was not correct, and we wete
deceived. We very much regret that any one should attempt such
misrepresentation and give it in such a manner as to procure its
publication when the information was not correct.

SIDNEY (23RD) — Information is received of a moon light sail
up the canal to Port Jefferson one night this week, in which the
splendid vessel, Ohio Beauty, was loaded to the guards with fair
ladies and brave gentlemen of Sidney. It was understood that
some kid of a banquet would be served at Port Jefferson, and
more or less fasting had been observed for 8 hours. When
anchor was dropped at the Port Jefferson wharf a procession
wended its way to the town pump, where, after a stirring speech,
the original, if not populat, drink of the times was served with
liberal hand. Itis said to have been a splendid surprise party.

SIDNEY (30t%) — Divorce Notice...Leon B. Paris, whose
residence is unknown, will take notice that on the 13 day of July,
A. D. 1886; said plaintiff fled her petition in the Court of
Common Pleas, of Shelby county, Ohio, being case No. 4,982,
praying a divorce from said Leon. H. Paris on the ground of
willful absence for more than 3 years last past and for the custody
of their child, Lorenna M. Paris, and that said case will be for
hearing on and after the 215t of September. G. A. Marshall, Atty.
for Pltff.

Shelby Ct. Democrat
100 Years Ago — 1911 — July
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (9%) — The grass in Wagner park caught fire from a
sky rocket that fell in the park Tuesday night. The prompt
discovery by some of the residents of the vicinity resulted in the
fire being extinguished with little damage. Too much care can
not be taken in the matter of avoiding fires at this season, and
parties visiting the park should be careful with matches and the
throwing away of cigar stumps for with little carelessness the
shrubbery and the beautiful surrounding of the patrk so greatly
enjoyed by our people could be ruined... MONDAY hottest day.
The official observer of the United State Government Weather
Bureau in Sidney, H. B. Blake, reports the following Sunday the
thermometer register 101 degrees, the same as registered the
hottest July day in 1897. Monday the thermometer registers 104
degrees which is the hottest day we have had in 10 years. In
1901 the hottest July day was 108 degrees, which was the hottest
day for July in 18 years that Mr. Blake has kept the weather
observations here.

SIDNEY (14th) — Carl, the little son of Mrs. Chas. A. Trimpe,
was badly bitten in the face by a dog while sleeping on a store
box in front of Trimpe’s plumbing store on the south side of the
square Thursday evening about 9 o’clock. The little fellow had
been out with his mother listening to the band concert and had
fallen asleep. The big bull dog belonging to Mrs. Forsythe and
Mr. Trimpe’s bird dog got into a fight just at the entrance of the
store and in the scramble they got over to where the boy was
sleeping and jumped upon him. The boy’s face was badly
lacerated above and below the eyes and how he escaped from
having his eyes injured cannot be understood. Dr. Hugh Beebe
was called and rendered medical attention. The boy was much
improved Friday morning and was able to be about.

PEMBERTON - John and W. E. Baker, of Adams township,
Champaign county, 3 %2 miles northwest of Rosewood, have
purchased of E. E. Harbour and Son., of Pemberton, a Monarch
hydraulic older press with a capacity of 150 barrels per day. They
have also purchased a 15 horse power gasoline engine which will
furnish the power. The press will be located at the home of John
Baker and will be ready for business about August 1.

BLOOMER (21¢) — Sunday marked the date for the gathering
of the Mader and Neth families at the home of Charles Fessler.
At the noon hour delicious basket dinner was served under the
canopy of the clouds. The afternoon was spent in social chat,
music and various games. As the sun was wending his way
toward the eastern horizon all departed for their respective home
with the thought of a day well spent...Several from here are
enjoying the fishing at the Loramie reservoir.

RUSSIA (28TH) — An auto accident occurred a short distance
west of Russia Sunday about 3PM. The party we learn were
from Delphos and were going to attend a ball game at Versailles.
The auto was going at a lively rate when all at once the machine
got beyond control of the driver and landed in the ditch turning
turtle. Several of the occupants were badly bruised.
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