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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

shelbycountyhistoricalsociety.blogspot.com 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome 
New Members: 

 
Stephan Gehret, Ft. Loramie, OH 

Laura Behr, Sidney, OH 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

Quilt Raffle 
 This quilt, hand made by one of the 
Shelby County Historical Society’s key 
volunteers, and long time Sidney City School 
teacher Linda DeVelvis, is being raffled off.   
 This quilt is a one of a kind item for a 
number of reasons. Linda taught American 
history to the children of our community for 
over 20 years. She made it a practice over the 
last years of her career of posting significant 
history and current items on her bulletin 
board. Linda has incorporated these items in 
her quilt. It presents a fascinating tableau of 
American history. Please support your Society 
and try to secure this piece of history for your 
collection! When you see Linda, thank her for 
her generosity.   
 You can purchase chances on this quilt 
by visiting the Ross Center any time between 
now and September 11, 2011.  The cost of the 
tickets is 1 for $1 or 6 for $5.  The quilt will be 
on display now and during Applefest.  All 

proceeds will be 
donated to the 
Shelby County 
Historical Society.  
To see a color photo 
please visit us on 
Facebook/Shelby 
County Historical 
Society, Sidney, 
Ohio. 

Jennifer Gariety and  
Linda DeVelvis hold the raffle quilt. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

May Volunteer Info: 
40 Volunteers 
250 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for May: 
Ray Prater 

Patti Speelman 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In May, 1020 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue this month: 

 “JUNE 11th - Marriage of Johnny Fairplay 
and Parvati Shallow at Rumley Church... ” 
These people were actually contestants 

on the show “Survivor” 
The clue was found by: Mark Deam.   

 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

Kids learning about water safety. 

Anne Morrow leading  the way! 

Tilda teaching the kids about water pollution. Row, row, row your boat! 

History of the River 
With Central Elementary School 

 

 The Shelby County Historical Society with the help of the Monarch 
Foundation, Cargill, Inc., the River Stewards from the University of Dayton, the 
YMCA, Lynn and Char Smith, Lynda Adams from Shelby County Soil and Conservation, 
and the Historical Society’s Youth Committee put on “The History of the River” for 
Central School on May 31, 2011.  Over 200 Central School students walked to 
Tawawa Park.  They learned about the river by participating in canoe rides on the 
lake.  They learned about water safety, how Indians used the river, water pollution, 
how glaciers formed the river and participated in exploring the stream with nets.  
Hugh Aukerman, principal of Central School said, “On behalf of the students and 
staff of Central School, I wish to express a BIG Thank You to the Historical Society, 
and the many volunteers for putting on the "History of the River" Day!  The kids 
really enjoyed all of the activities with the canoe ride being their favorite!” 
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SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT 
125 Years Ago-July-1886 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

 SIDNEY (2nd) – An express car specially fitted for the purpose, 
containing 13 noted race horses, passed through Sidney on 
Monday morning.  The car was attached to the regular passenger 
train.  Among the horses were several noted ones, including 
Grimaldi, Brookfield, Bonny Blue, Procastination, Prodigal and 
others.  The horses were accompanied by several colored jockeys.  
The trip from St. Louis to Cleveland was 540 miles was made in 
16 hours and 50 minutes…A letter mailed at Sidney for Houston 
on Friday afternoon, designed to inform the recipient that the 
writer would make a visit on Saturday, was not received until 
Tuesday afternoon.  If it takes 96 hours to send a postal to 
Hardin, how long will it require to deliver a letter at Hardin? 
 

 WYNANT- George Cyphers, of Sidney, gave our vicinity a 
flying visit last Tuesday.  He was lucky enough to fly to his home 
with one of our lady friends to do his cooking and housework in 
general…Construction of the Eiffel tower starts this week…The 
expert bicycler from Oran was trying his skill in our streets last 
Sabbath evening. 
 

  SIDNEY (16th) The handsome building erecting by William 
Piper, to be occupied by his store, will be completed on the 
exterior in a few days.  The store room, 36x125, is one of the 
largest in Sidney.  It will be furnished after designs that are 
popular in the East, which will make the room one of the 
handsomest.  The front is of pressed brick, which, with the 
galvanized iron ornamentation, presents to the town a structure 
that is as good looking as it is commodious and substantial. 
 

 BUNKER HILL (16th) – We reported last week that Miss 
Vansky was married, upon what was given to us as authentic 
information.  That information was not correct, and we were 
deceived.  We very much regret that any one should attempt such 
misrepresentation and give it in such a manner as to procure its 
publication when the information was not correct. 
 

 SIDNEY (23RD) – Information is received of a moon light sail 
up the canal to Port Jefferson one night this week, in which the 
splendid vessel, Ohio Beauty, was loaded to the guards with fair 
ladies and brave gentlemen of Sidney.  It was understood that 
some kid of a banquet would be served at Port Jefferson, and 
more or less fasting had been observed for 8 hours.  When 
anchor was dropped at the Port Jefferson wharf a procession 
wended its way to the town pump, where, after a stirring speech, 
the original, if not popular, drink of the times was served with 
liberal hand.  It is said to have been a splendid surprise party. 
 

 SIDNEY (30th) – Divorce Notice…Leon B. Paris, whose 
residence is unknown, will take notice that on the 13th day of July, 
A. D. 1886; said plaintiff fled her petition in the Court of 
Common Pleas, of Shelby county, Ohio, being case No. 4,982, 
praying a divorce from said Leon. H. Paris on the ground of 
willful absence for more than 3 years last past and for the custody 
of their child, Lorenna M. Paris, and that said case will be for 
hearing on and after the 21st of September.  G. A. Marshall, Atty. 
for Pltff. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
 

Shelby Ct. Democrat 
100 Years Ago – 1911 – July 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

 SIDNEY (9th) – The grass in Wagner park caught fire from a 
sky rocket that fell in the park Tuesday night.  The prompt 
discovery by some of the residents of the vicinity resulted in the 
fire being extinguished with little damage.  Too much care can 
not be taken in the matter of avoiding fires at this season, and 
parties visiting the park should be careful with matches and the 
throwing away of cigar stumps for with little carelessness the 
shrubbery and the beautiful surrounding of the park so greatly 
enjoyed by our people could be ruined…MONDAY hottest day.  
The official observer of the United State Government Weather 
Bureau in Sidney, H. B. Blake, reports the following Sunday the 
thermometer register 101 degrees, the same as registered the 
hottest July day in 1897.  Monday the thermometer registers 104 
degrees which is the hottest day we have had in 10 years.  In 
1901 the hottest July day was 108 degrees, which was the hottest 
day for July in 18 years that Mr. Blake has kept the weather 
observations here. 
 

 SIDNEY (14th) – Carl, the little son of Mrs. Chas. A. Trimpe, 
was badly bitten in the face by a dog while sleeping on a store 
box in front of Trimpe’s plumbing store on the south side of the 
square Thursday evening about 9 o’clock.  The little fellow had 
been out with his mother listening to the band concert and had 
fallen asleep.  The big bull dog belonging to Mrs. Forsythe and 
Mr. Trimpe’s bird dog got into a fight just at the entrance of the 
store and in the scramble they got over to where the boy was 
sleeping and jumped upon him.  The boy’s face was badly 
lacerated above and below the eyes and how he escaped from 
having his eyes injured cannot be understood.  Dr. Hugh Beebe 
was called and rendered medical attention.  The boy was much 
improved Friday morning and was able to be about. 
 

 PEMBERTON – John and W. E. Baker, of Adams township, 
Champaign county, 3 ½ miles northwest of Rosewood, have 
purchased of E. E. Harbour and Son., of Pemberton, a Monarch 
hydraulic older press with a capacity of 150 barrels per day.  They 
have also purchased a 15 horse power gasoline engine which will 
furnish the power.  The press will be located at the home of John 
Baker and will be ready for business about August 1. 
 

 BLOOMER (21st) – Sunday marked the date for the gathering 
of the Mader and Neth families at the home of Charles Fessler.  
At the noon hour delicious basket dinner was served under the 
canopy of the clouds.  The afternoon was spent in social chat, 
music and various games.  As the sun was wending his way 
toward the eastern horizon all departed for their respective home 
with the thought of a day well spent…Several from here are 
enjoying the fishing at the Loramie reservoir. 
 
 RUSSIA (28TH) – An auto accident occurred a short distance 
west of Russia Sunday about 3PM.  The party we learn were 
from Delphos and were going to attend a ball game at Versailles.  
The auto was going at a lively rate when all at once the machine 
got beyond control of the driver and landed in the ditch turning 
turtle.  Several of the occupants were badly bruised. 
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Ross  H i s t o r i c a l  C e n ter 

 
President:          Rich Wallace 
Vice-President: Jim Hall 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:          Linda DeVelvis 
Treasurer:          Tom Seving 
Trustees:            Julie Gilardi, Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
                           Carleen Pettit, Dave Ross, Faye Spangler, Herb VanTilburgh 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:       Anne  & Dean  Morrow, Albert Dickas 
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PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your  

will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Comer Trucking, Inc.   Continental Express, Inc.      
Dorothy Love Retirement Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.       
William & Karen Feth    Thomas Francis    Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given    Jack & Kathleen Haslup  
Helman Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.    Minster Bank     Joel & Inez Phillips    Primary 
Eyecare Associates    Ross Aluminum Foundries     Dave Ross     Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar    Sidney Electric    Sidney Tool & Die  
Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    The UPS Store    US Bank    
Rich & Susan Wallace    Wilson Memorial Hospital 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 
Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 


