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Welcome 
New Members: 

Dennis Fogt, Sidney, OH 
Joyce Springer, Waynesfield, OH 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 
 

Yearly 
$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

Native American Exhibit 
 Help us prepare for our fall exhibit “Shelby County Native 
American Experience.” We are looking for items to help tell this story. 
We want to borrow the following items for the exhibit: 

 Beads 
 Taxidermy animals-deer, turkey, beaver, raccoons, ect. 
 Honey suckle 
 Acorns 
 Corn on the ear and field corn 
 Sumac 
 Cattail leaves 
 Animal Pelts-deer, buffalo, elk 
 Wooden buckets 
 Wooden barrels 
 Gourds 
 Hand dipped candles 
 Bee’s wax candles 
 Deer bones and antlers 
 10 foot maple saplings 
 American Indian artifacts 
 

  If you are a Native American 
descendant, perhaps you would be 
willing to share your family story with 
us.  
 These artifacts are needed by 
the second week of July and we will 
return them the last week of October. 
  If you have any of these items 
you would be willing to share please 
contact our office 937-498-1653. 
  Thank you for helping keep 
history alive in Shelby County! 

Herman Viola 

Coming in September! 
Herman Viola 

Curator Emeritus of the Smithsonian’s  
National Museum of Natural History.  He is the 

leading expert of Native American History. 
 

Look for details in next months  

Historical Highlights! 
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VOLUNTEERS 

May Volunteer Info: 
45 Volunteers 

318 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for May: 
Joyce Wells 

Doug Benson 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In May,  1344 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue last month: 

Sidney 7th-OCC will be showing motorcycles... 
OCC is at the center of a TV show called  
American Choppers and is located in  

Orange County, New York 
 

The clue was found by: 
No one found the clue! 
Good luck next month! 

 
 
 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

Maplewood 

Salem Township 

By: Bernard Clinehens 
 This village, located in the northeastern part of Shelby County, was first named Tileton because of the 
large tile mills located there.  It is believed that A.A. Dunson started the tile mills because of the red clay nearby.  
In the 1860s, there were several businesses, including William Mitchell’s General Store; a blacksmith, Dan 
Terry; and Uncle Rance Hodge’s store.  Ransome D. Earl started a store in 1871 and became the postmaster. In 
1872, W.A. Mitchell platted the town.  Preston Stewart started a steam sawmill, which was later bought by the 
Epler brothers and operated until it burned in 1887.  Mr. Dunson built a large brick house near the town in 1877.  
About this time the name of the town was changed to Maplewood, but not until 1900 was the name official.  By 
1882, there were two general stores, a sawmill, two doctors, a tile factory, and a wagon factory. 
 In 1893, the Ohio Southern Railroad was constructed through the village and a train depot built.  
However, the railroad soon went bankrupt, was sold, and later became known as the Detroit, Toledo, and Ironton 
Railroad.  Henry Ford once owned it; he made it prosper, and the passenger service ran on time.  The 
government feared he was going to monopolize the industry and finally made it so difficult to operate the 
railroad that he sold it.  By 1916, there were three grain elevators operating in the village, shipping in coal and 
shipping out grain.   
 The first Ford dealership in Shelby County was located here; the Maplewood Garage Company sold 
Grant automobiles as well as did auto repair.  In the late 1940s and early 50s, there were four implement 
companies operating. 
 On the original land grant of 1831 issued to John Louthain a lot containing two acres had been leased for 
school purposes and a brick schoolhouse was erected.  Later a smaller frame schoolhouse was built to 
accommodate the upper classes.  These two buildings were replaced by a new schoolhouse built in 1892 and 
used until 1961. 
 The Methodists trace their beginnings back to 1860; their first church was located on the John Louthain 
farm.  In 1888, the church was moved to the west end of Maplewood.  Then they bought the Bethel Reformed 
Church, which was built in 1902, and in 1966 the Methodists built a new church in Maplewood. 
 At one time there was a Knights of Pythias Lodge. The Maplewood Grange was organized in 1925 and is 
still active as of 2003.  Around 1917, the first Boy Scout Troop No. 1 in Shelby County was organized by Rev. 
Earnest W. Moyer, minister of the Bethel Reformed Church in Maplewood.  Hugh Clayton, an aged resident of 
Maplewood, was a charter member of this Troop. 
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The Maplewood I Remember 

By: Vera Bell Piper 
 
 I am 86 years old and probably one of the oldest people living that was born in 
Maplewood, where I lived until I was 20 years old.  When I was born there were three 
grocery stores, Smith’s, Pence’s, and Sam Ritter.  There were also three grain elevators, 
three implement businesses, an auto repair shop, two churches, a post office, and a train 
depot for passenger trains.  My first home, after I was married, was an elevator office 
located along the railroad just west of Maplewood. 
 At one time Maplewood was a thriving town.  There was a school house that went to 
the eighth grade.  When we finished the eighth grade, we went to Sidney High School. 
 One of the older gentlemen in town had a cow.  He milked the cow, and when I was 
little, I delivered milk to the older people in town. 
 All my grandparents lived in Maplewood, and one of my grandfathers had an antique 
shop in town.  The other grandfather grew a large garden and shared produce with all his 
neighbors.  Everyone in Maplewood knew all the rest of their neighbors.  When I was little 
we had a big long garage on our lot, and my dad did butchering all winter for a living. 
 There was a Grange Hall where medicine shows would come to.  That was really a 
treat for everyone in Maplewood and the surrounding areas. 
 When I was little, we didn’t have to be entertained.  We made our own entertainment.  
There was a young man that lived in Maplewood, and he would bring his bicycle to town 
and teach us all to ride.  That’s where I learned to ride a bike, but never had one until I 
bought my own. 
 Another young man would gather all of us up and take us to Epworth League at 
church, and then he would take us all to the movies.  It cost 10 cents to get into the movies 
in Sidney. 
 I lived in my elevator office house while my husband was in World War II.  When he 
got home, we sold our house and moved onto a farm southwest of Sidney. 

Letter to the Editor:Letter to the Editor:Letter to the Editor:Letter to the Editor:    

 I was glad to read the last two things about Swanders.  I grew up in Swanders.  My I was glad to read the last two things about Swanders.  I grew up in Swanders.  My I was glad to read the last two things about Swanders.  I grew up in Swanders.  My I was glad to read the last two things about Swanders.  I grew up in Swanders.  My 

family moved there in 1934 and stayed till 1943.  We lived in the house right behind the pole family moved there in 1934 and stayed till 1943.  We lived in the house right behind the pole family moved there in 1934 and stayed till 1943.  We lived in the house right behind the pole family moved there in 1934 and stayed till 1943.  We lived in the house right behind the pole 

next to the store.  My mother said the town had 16 people and we came with eight, a big next to the store.  My mother said the town had 16 people and we came with eight, a big next to the store.  My mother said the town had 16 people and we came with eight, a big next to the store.  My mother said the town had 16 people and we came with eight, a big 

increase!  There were three boys and three girls and two more girls born in Swanders.  The increase!  There were three boys and three girls and two more girls born in Swanders.  The increase!  There were three boys and three girls and two more girls born in Swanders.  The increase!  There were three boys and three girls and two more girls born in Swanders.  The 

store was run by Ed Killian.  His brother Ray had an old school bus.  He went around selling store was run by Ed Killian.  His brother Ray had an old school bus.  He went around selling store was run by Ed Killian.  His brother Ray had an old school bus.  He went around selling store was run by Ed Killian.  His brother Ray had an old school bus.  He went around selling 

groceries and buying eggs.  I had a great time going around the town talking to all the groceries and buying eggs.  I had a great time going around the town talking to all the groceries and buying eggs.  I had a great time going around the town talking to all the groceries and buying eggs.  I had a great time going around the town talking to all the 

farmers at the store or the elevator.  It would take a lot of time to tell of growing up in farmers at the store or the elevator.  It would take a lot of time to tell of growing up in farmers at the store or the elevator.  It would take a lot of time to tell of growing up in farmers at the store or the elevator.  It would take a lot of time to tell of growing up in 

Swanders.  A boy gets a lot of information and in a lot of trouble from eight to 14 years old, Swanders.  A boy gets a lot of information and in a lot of trouble from eight to 14 years old, Swanders.  A boy gets a lot of information and in a lot of trouble from eight to 14 years old, Swanders.  A boy gets a lot of information and in a lot of trouble from eight to 14 years old, 

but it sure was a lot of fun!  I have a lot of tales and made a lot of friends, me and the old but it sure was a lot of fun!  I have a lot of tales and made a lot of friends, me and the old but it sure was a lot of fun!  I have a lot of tales and made a lot of friends, me and the old but it sure was a lot of fun!  I have a lot of tales and made a lot of friends, me and the old 

folks and farmers, and believe all of it.  I had a good time in Swanders.folks and farmers, and believe all of it.  I had a good time in Swanders.folks and farmers, and believe all of it.  I had a good time in Swanders.folks and farmers, and believe all of it.  I had a good time in Swanders.    

                            Robert H., Leesburg, FLRobert H., Leesburg, FLRobert H., Leesburg, FLRobert H., Leesburg, FL    
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Interviewee:  Mr. Frank Gleason 

Interviewer:  Hayley Fogt, Sidney High School student 

Date:  February 2, 2012 

Transcription 

 
Hi, my name is Haylie Fogt and I’m interviewing Mr. Frank Gleason Jr. 
And for my first question:  
 
(Q) What is your father’s name and where was he born?  
(A) My father’s name is Frank J. Gleason and he was born in Detroit, Michigan. 
 
(Q) What business did he start?  When did he purchase Copeland? 
(A) He didn’t start any business, at first he worked at a Chrysler corporation during the depression.  And then 
he worked for Brunner Corporation in New York and which that time there were three other men who 
purchased controlling interest of Copeland. 
 
(Q) How did your father purchase the business, financially? 
(A) Well my father, during the depression along with his other friends, didn’t have any money. So my father 
borrowed $2,500 from his sister and the other three, including my father gathered $16,000 and bought 
Copeland. 
 
(Q) Why do you think your father decided start a business in Sidney? 
(A) Well the business came to Sidney from Detroit.  It was started by Edwin Copeland in the 20’s, went 
bankrupt in the depression, was purchased by a liquidator which was located in Detroit. The Chamber of 
Commerce of Sidney was looking for an industry to bring to town, so they gathered $10,000 to make an offer 
to move Copeland from Detroit to Sidney.  
 
(Q) How did the men get the name “four horsemen”?  Who were they? 
(A) When they borrowed the money to pay off the liquidator they found the source of money in South Bend, 
Indiana and so they went to South Bend, and when they were up there they enjoyed some Notre Dame games. 
So they were going up making regular trips to South Bend and they kind of associated themselves as the four 
horsemen. Harry Thompson, he became the president. Mr. Thompson was able to gather $5,000 so he had 
more than the others in making the investment, so he became the president. Oscar Bushman who lived in 
Sidney, as matter of fact, right across the street from my house.  He’s dead now.  He was the engineer, and 
Charles Curtis he was in charge of manufacturing.  My dad was in charge of sales and finance.  
 
(Q) How many employees did he have at the onset of his business? 
(A) 35 
 
(Q) What kinds of sacrifices did your family make? 
(A) Well it was a sacrifice to move to Sidney.  We didn’t have any money during the depression.  Nobody did.  
We rented a house on South Main Street for $35 a month. 
 
(Q) How did Copeland change over the years that you and/or your father owned it? 

 The Television Production class at Sidney High School was given an 
assignment on how to conduct interviews.  They started this project in 
connection with the Shelby County Historical Society with the goal of 
researching and preserving the history of community leaders.  The following is 

a transcript from one of the interviews. 
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(A) Well Copeland grew obviously from the time my father bought it from 35 employees to the point that I 
retired in the early 70s and we had 3,000, along the way.  Copeland started in a building down on  
Clinton Street and then as it expanded to different buildings in Sidney. It bought one building called Dill’s 
paint plant, and that was behind the former Dunson Supply Company. It was like a large garage. Another plant 
was called the Cherry Cheer Plant which was nearly Wilson Memorial Hospital and that had been a plant that 
had made Cherry Cheer pop. And then they bought another plant across the river on Brooklyn Avenue and that 
became the aircraft plant.  During World War II they made parts of the fueling system for the B17 bombers, 
tanks parts, and parts for naval ships.  They went from one plant to multiple plants all around Sidney.  When I 
was in charge we expanded into plants around the country and we expanded into plants in different countries, 
so we became an international corporation. 
 
(Q) What organizations and donations did your father make to help build Sidney, Ohio? 
(A)  My father always operated behind the scenes. We really didn’t have a lot of money, very strapped for 
cash. So my father didn’t really get too involved in physical activities early on, but he was behind the scenes 
of encouraging people to build and do things for Sidney.  
 
(Q) Where were you born? Who are your siblings? 

(A) I was born in Detroit, Michigan. I have one sister, Barbra, and she lives in Washington D.C and was 

married to a Congressman.  

(Q) What part did you play in the family business? What was important to you? 
(A) Well I became a part of the Copeland family after I served in the Air Force, going back before that, when I 
was a 16 year old, I worked in the factories, in the Dill Paint plant. And then the next summer I worked at the 
main plant, testing compressors, and then the third and fourth year I worked at the aircraft plant machining 
compressor bottles.  I was in the Air Force for three years, after which I went to Notre Dame on the GI bill. 
Then I was a public accountant in Cleveland for three years, and then I had an offer from corporations as 
controller. 
  
(Q) What were your expectations for the business after you took control? 
(A) I expected projected sales of a billion dollars which was pretty aggressive, which would have included the 
expansion of the compressor business and I was moving into the gasoline engine business.   
 
(Q) What is important to you about Shelby County (Sidney)? 
(A) Well Shelby County is important to me because that’s where I've lived for most of my life. And Sidney’s 
important because of its position in Shelby County. This is where I grew up, this is where all my friends were, 
this is where I had my first date, this is where I got married, and this is where I raised my children. So I've 
always thought of Shelby county and Sidney as the most important geographical place in my life. 
 
(Q) What contributions have you made to help shape Sidney, Ohio? 
(A) Well the first thing I did, after I came to Sidney from Cleveland is help get Sidney High School opened. 
Sidney High School had been built and was sitting vacant for several years. So the school board asked my 
father if he could do something to help them, and he said “Sure, I’ll have my son to take care of that.” So he 
says “Frank could you take care of that?” And I said, “Sure dad.” I think the main thing was to change the 
mind of the local populists on what the deal was with Sidney High, because the rumors were that it was too 
expensive, that they spent too much money and the principal had his own bath tub. I mean all kinds of weird 
things. The first thing we did was get together a parade, got to get people excited. So we had a parade, the 
Sidney High School band downtown at the court square, got the various heads of companies to participate. So 
we got a lot of hoop-la.  And then I worked on Father Lehman at Holy Angles School, to become involved and 
to support it, which he did. And on the next election we got him through. So that was the first thing. The next 
thing was the United Funds. The United Funds had never been successful.  So in 1962, I became the chairman 
in the United fundraising drive, and we were successful. So that was pretty good, enjoyed that. And one of the  



 

6 

first things I did when I became head of Copeland was to buy an aircraft but we didn’t have an airport. We had 
an airport, but it was just a grass strip. So we put together a program with the various companies of Sidney to 
support the program of building a Sidney airport. And we enlisted the aid of the state of Ohio and the National 
Guard came in and gave us some aid along the way. The YMCA, I was responsible for the building of the 
YMCA, had been a director of the YMCA when it was down in the old armory in Sidney. So we had an old 
fundraising drive; we exceeded the amount we tried to raise by double. We started out to raise $850,000 and 
we ended up raising over one million dollars, so we built a larger building at that time. Right now we’re 
working on a program to resurrect the downtown theater. So hopefully that will be in the future. If you look 
around Sidney, go to the parks and everything, we were involved with a little bit of everything.  
 

(Q) If you had to pick one, which organization means the most to you? 
(A) Well, of course the YMCA is near and dear to me, but the support of the schools and the church, how you 
separate them. I mean they’re all so important.  
 

(Q) How have you used your community leadership in Sidney? 
(A) Well to bring people together mainly, for instance the Sidney High School and Lehman High School to 
bring it along and keep them from failing because that was a real risk in the early years.  So getting people to 
work in unison was very important. 
 

(Q) Since you’ve retired from Copeland, what have you been getting into? 
(A) My family and I have moved to Florida, to Palm Beach because that’s what everyone does when they 
retire, they go to Florida. So we spent a couple years in Florida. I became bored with playing golf, and I think 
the kids were bored of Florida. So we had a vote, do you want to stay in Florida or would you like to move 
back to Sidney?  Because we still had our home here. The vote was unanimous; everyone wanted to move 
back to Sidney. So my wife, six children, and I moved back to Sidney.  During the time since my retirement 
I've had a lot of offers for employment to start businesses, some in Sidney. I decided, if I'm going to go into 
business then I'm going to be in business for myself or maybe my children. So I bought a business that was 
available in Piqua, Piqua Paper Box. Then we started with a group of formal people from Sidney; Tom Given 
and Herb Schlater to develop a real estate development company and we built several real estate projects.  We 
also started the Hampton Inn. Then we bought a company in Cincinnati but traveling on I-75 became too 
difficult, so we sold that. Then bought a company in Dayton called Dayton Superior Products, which we then 
moved to Troy to escape the traffic problems of Dayton. In the mean time in Sidney we had a number of 
buildings go up and we’re still expanding them. Last year we expanded the Playtex plant which is right along 
the interstate near La Rosa’s. This year were probably going to expand the Hydro Wells building on the corner 
of Gleason Street, don’t know where that name came from. So we still have a lot of things going on.  My 
children have stayed in the area which is very fortunate for me. My son Dan runs the plant in Troy, Dayton 
Superior Products. And my son Brian runs the plant in Piqua and my son Tim works in Sidney, he owns 
Reality 2000.  So everyone is involved in Sidney, and hopefully our grandchildren will also be involved in 
Sidney in the future. I encourage anybody I can influence to stay and grow new industries in Sidney. See 
everybody now is looking for jobs. We have jobs in Sidney, over the years. We have none on unemployment; 
we had absolutely none, not one. One year I called up and I said how many people are unemployed do we have 
in Shelby County? And they said we got one, I said I don’t believe it. I’ll buy lunch. They called back and said 
we don’t really have anybody unemployed in Sidney, so this is pretty good. I’d like to see that go on. Thank 
you for doing this interview with me. I hope it helps to make this a better community and future generations 
will understand where we come from. 
 

I'm sure it will, thank you for your time. 
You’re welcome. 
 

(Q) Are there any final thoughts or questions you would like to add for future generations? 

(A) Yeah, work hard and believe in yourselves and don’t be so fast to rush off to Florida. I think the future 

generations should be more in tune to their roots. 



 

 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
1887-JULY – 125 YEARS AGO 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (8TH) - Miss Ida Haslup & Miss Kate Amos, 
with a party of ladies and gentlemen from Piqua & Troy, 
are spending this week at Mackinac, Mich.  Miss Haslup 
will attend the meeting of the National Educational 
Association at Chicago next week…To Broachy Tullis Bull 
and Lottie Sleeter was born a baby boy which they named 
Sleeter Bull…The Fourth in Sidney was a quiet day.  The 
excursions elsewhere too many persons out of town and 
those who remained enjoyed the day in ways best suited to 
the individual fancy…Peter Goffena is building a one-story 
business room on Court street, immediately south of the 
court house. 
 

BEECH GROVE – Oats will be an unusually good crop 
this season… The shower of rain last Sunday was 
accompanied with a great deal of wind playing havoc with 
the standing wheat.  Wheat on shock was also tossed about 
in a lively manner. 
 

SIDNEY (29TH) – A pestiferous fly, a barber shop 
blatherskite, wielded its influence against Col. Wilson on 
Tuesday, and succeeded in the inflicting a painful wound in 
his left hand.  The worthy citizen was seated in a chair and 
in the care of a tonsorial artist.  The said fly turned 
handsprings on the afore said citizen’s nose until a protest 
was entered.  The left hand started after the fly as the 
tonsorial artist’s hand descended with the razor.  The 
meeting which followed resulted in cutting the small finger 
of the hand its entire lengthy, making a painful would. 
 

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP – The farm belonging to 
George Lush, Franklin township, seems to have been at 
one time a favorite resort of the people of the stone age.  
On a small elevation on his farm numerous stone hammers 
and other relics are picked up.  Among them are stones of 
various peculiar shapes, with holes worked through them.  
A few years ago a perfect conch shell was dug up, which 
from the appearance around the edges, seemed of great 
age.  This is a sea shell and must have been brought from 
the ocean by the Indians or their predecessors, the Mound 
Builders.  Mr. Lush recently dug up from the ground a 
large piece of iron ore that bears a strong resemblance to 
Lake Superior ore, and no doubt floated there with the ice, 
as the boulders that are found in this country were brought 
in the same manner. 
 

BERLIN – Jos. J. Quinlin, theological student, is at home 
for a short time…Our boat builder has completed the 
boarding boat, built for the State, to go with the dredge on 
the canal…Dan Schwartz left for Iowa last week 
prospecting. 
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
1912 - JULY – 100 YEARS AGO 

Compiled by Dean Morrow 
 

BOTKINS – A most peculiar railroad accident happened 
on the C.H. and D.R.R. north of Botkins, just before 
midnight Monday, when about two miles of track was torn 
up behind the freight train.  Railroad men who made an 
investigation are of the opinion that the accident was due 
to defective tracks or a drop bar.  The engineer on the 
freight train was the first to notice that his train was pulling 
heavily.  He stopped his train and went back to see what 
the matter was.  He found that about two miles of track 
had been torn up and that the ties had been destroyed.  
The peculiar thing about the affair was that not one of the 
freight cars left the track.  Traffic was delayed for about 
eight hours and 2,000 ties to repair the track along with 
new steel will be laid to make the track in good condition.  
 

SIDNEY (12TH) – A congenial crowd of Sidney young 
people enjoyed a hay ride on Tuesday evening.  After a 
pleasant journey of about ten miles, the merry part repaired 
to the home of Mr. and Mrs. James Ovendon on south 
Ohio avenue where a delicious lunch was served.  Those 
who enjoyed the affair were:  Misses Mary Trimple, Ruth 
Ladden, Clara Bush, Alma Maloney, Marie Amann, Marie 
Ovendend and Messrs. Francis Bustetter, Otto Bohrer, 
John Maloney, Ruth Bush, Fred Dickas and Jospeh 
Eilers...A flash from the sky and as a result one dead and 
five injured by lightning was the terrible toll taken at 3:30 
Friday afternoon in East Sidney.  Little Mildred Kaser, 10 
years old was struck down by the bolt and never lived to 
know what happened.  Ruth Critton, 11 and Lena Waddell, 
24 years were standing by when the Kaser girl was struck 
and they were both knocked unconscious by the lightning.  
Tillie Gerstner, Freddie Troester, Ralph and Otis Kah, 
Kramer Brandt and James Mentges were the others who 
were playing ball on the diamond near the gravel pit 
opposite Isaac Waddell’s home on Brooklyn ave. 
 

SIDNEY (19th) – The Ohio State Board of Medical 
Examiners has issued the list of successful applicants for 
certificates to practice medicine in Ohio.  In the list are the 
names of Melville D. Ailes, of Montra, Sam Crawford, of 
Hardin and Reinhard Coon, of Sidney…Irvin and Samuel 
Kaupp have purchased the interest of Louis Kingseed in 
Sidney Garage on Court street and assumed control of the 
business.  They will continue to run an auto repair shop in 
addition to doing a general garage business…Harry Harper 
is now the porter and shoe shiner at the Wagner hotel 
barber shop.  Harper was porter there several years ago, 
but has been in Toledo for some time, returning to accept 
the position at the old stand.  He is open to all kinds of 
shoe shining, hat cleaning and the like. 
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