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shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Welcome 
New Members: 

Phillip and Amy Spaugy, Vandalia, OH 
Helen Hovestreydt-Scott, Sidney, OH 

Jim and Elaine Fitchpatrick, 
 Port Jefferson, OH 

William Bryan, Hilton Head Island, SC 
Karen Potts, Sidney, OH 

Air Handling Equipment, Sidney, OH 
 

 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$25 Individual 
$35 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 
 

A Retrospective on July 1863: The month that 

Turned the Tide in U.S. History 
When: Thursday, July 18, 2013 @ 7:00 p.m. 
Where: The Monumental Building, 110 W. Court St., Sidney 

Upcoming Events 

Electronic Newsletter 
If you would really like to help us out, you could 
start by receiving your newsletter electronically.  
It costs us over $300 to print and mail it then we 
need volunteers to fold, tape, and place address 

labels on over 500 newsletters monthly. 

 The July 1863 battle 
of Gettysburg is well known 
to all of us.  The lesser 
known Union victory at 
Vicksburg in the same 
month marked the beginning 
of the end for the 
Confederacy.  Author and 
historian Rich Wallace will 
explain this critical period 
and remind us of its 
significance in the larger 
picture of American history.  
Special attention will be paid 
to the men from Shelby 
County who fought in these 
battles. 
 This event is free and 
open to the public thanks to 
o u r  s p o n s o r  T h e 
Monumenta l  Bui ld ing 
Trustees. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

May Volunteer Info: 
84 Volunteers 
825 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for May: 
Lee Woodruff 

Karen Turner 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In May,  2177 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Maplewood (29th) and Sidney (20th) 
Louise Hovac was better known as  

“Gypsy Rose Lee” 
 

The clue was found by: 
 

No one found the clues this month! 
 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

Civil War Re-enactors portraying  
Union Soldiers 

Civil War Education Day 2013Civil War Education Day 2013Civil War Education Day 2013Civil War Education Day 2013    

Linda DeVelvis stepping in to talk about medical 
treatments during the Civil War 

Tilda helping cook! 

Students helping fire off a canon. 

Photos by  

James Loos 
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The Women of Monarch Machine Tool Company 

An excerpt of “Voices From The Past” by Rich Wallace 

business, this woman seemed like the right 
candidate for the job.  She had attempted to 
get into the Women’s Air Corps, and wanted 
to find a way to serve her country.  Virginia 
Oldham began work on May 28, 1942.
 With Miss Oldham serving as the 
supervisor, or ‘dean’ of women, Monarch 
began hiring and training women for its work 
force.  Within six months, close to five 
hundred women were employed at Monarch, 

with equal 
numbers 
working all 
three shifts.  
The first group 
of women hired 
included Jo 
Enders and her 
sister, Mary 
Jane, Helen 
Meyers, Ellen 
Shroyer, Emma 
Wilson, Alma 
Jane Lochard, 
and Louise 
Winner. 
 Some of 
the men at 
Monarch were 

fearful that the women were there to take their 
jobs.  On occasion, the new employees 
encountered a hostile reception.  Oil rags flew 
through the air.  Tools suddenly turned up 
missing. 
 It was critical for the first female 
employees to gain the respect of their male 
counterparts.  Virginia Oldham recalled 
working in the stockroom first, and thereafter 
moving to the assembly floor as her progress 
was carefully watched.  She trained on lathes, 
drill press, grinders and milling machines 
after moving to assembly. 
 Women such as Virginia Newman, 
Donna Stevens, Ruth Klopfenstein, Rosa 
Fugate and Jane Deam soon were trained and 
working in the carriage department,  

 Although Monarch Machine Tool 
Company in Sidney was ahead of the times in 
many ways as the 1930s drew to a close, it 
was typical of all other companies when it 
came to composition of its employees.  
Factories were an exclusively male domain.  
A remarkable experiment was conducted 
beginning in 1942 at Monarch that would 
forever change the role of women in the 
workplace.  This is the story of that time and 
the local women who 
pioneered the way for 
the generations that 
followed. 
 Monarch 
Machine Tool 
Company, with 2,000 
men employed in May 
1942, was one of the 
largest machine tool 
makers in the world.  A 
substantial part of 
Monarch’s production 
was war-related.  It 
produced lathes and 
other machine tools for 
the U.S. Government, 
principally the Navy. 
 The president of 
Monarch had a problem.  Wendell Whipp had 
previously ordered his employees to fill three 
shifts a day, seven days a week.  Shop 
supervisor Bud Kritzer recalled that the 
employees were picked up by a Monarch bus 
from as far away as Bellefontaine and 
Wapakoneta to work in Sidney.  However, 
customers’ orders still could not be met.  
Whipp embarked on a program to accomplish 
the unthinkable: making mothers and home-
makers into machine tool builders. 
 Whipp knew that the selection of the 
first female to work among his men would be 
critical.  As he searched through the 
employment applications, he noticed one that 
showed particular promise.  With six years of 
college education and previous experience in  

Featured in the March 27, 1943, issue of the Saturday 

Evening Post, Sidney is recognized for the innovative 

solution to the lack of manpower created by WWII. 
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stockroom, headstock department, tapers, 
engineering, and purchasing.  Ester Eilerman 
worked on the double ‘E’ lathe, and became one of 
the best employees at her craft.  “I 
really enjoyed my job,” she 
recalled.  “Wendell Whipp was a 
wonderful boss.  He cared about 
all of us.” 
 Whipp and the foremen 
were surprised by the speed with 
which their new workers adapted.  
It was soon discovered that the 
women were especially skilled at 
performing operations where 
dexterity and hand-eye 
coordination were essential.  
Whipp also observed in a speech 
to the National Association of 
Machine Tool Builders that 
“women were out performing men in work 
requiring consistent care and alertness.” 
 The company newspaper, Monarch 

ShopTalk, first carried commentary on the presence 
of women in the plant in the 
August 1942 edition.  Responding 
to the comments of some 
employees that “they’ll want 
favored treatment,” the author of 
the article reported that: 
  
     Actually, the opposite is true. 

They not only don’t want it,  they 

are likely to resent any suggestion 

that they be treated differently 

than the men.” 

  
 After a little 
experimentation, the ladies 
adopted a standard work dress of slacks, short-
sleeved shirt, bandana handkerchief, and 
machinist’s apron.  The only work restriction for 
women was that they should observe the twenty-
five pound weight limit proposed by Ohio law.  
Whipp reported a retort by one female employee 
when confronted with the weight restriction.  “I’ll 
work anyplace that you put me, but don’t think that 
this job is too heavy for a woman. I’m no panty 
waist.”  
 One sign of their ultimate acceptance was 
the fact that the women also began to receive good- 

natured ribbing.  The November 1942 ShopTalk 
article reported that Helen Meyers had lost her 
chuck-wrench, “only to find out that all the while 

she was carrying it in her back 
pocket.” 
 Most women working at 
Monarch had the traditional 
responsibilities of a homemaker as 
well.  Many, such as Jane Garwood, 
had husbands in the service.  While 
working in the tailstock department, 
Evelyn Sholl received word of the 
death of her husband David in Italy.  
Others, such as Evelyn Grieshop, 
reported for work at Monarch after 
finishing other full-time jobs. 
 Whipp was determined from 
the beginning to pay the women an 
equal wage if their work merited it.  

He found it necessary “for psychological reasons” 
to begin the women initially at a pay rate slightly 
less than the starting rate for men, but he gave 
them an automatic five cents an hour increase after 

the expiration of a thirty day 
probationary period. 
 Within a short time the 
newcomers were making their own 
contributions.  When Evelyn 
Rogers suggested a money-saving 
idea, the author of a piece in 
ShopTalk said; “Is our face red… 
Being shown (this idea) by a 
comparative newcomer, and a 
woman at that!” 
 Wendell Whipp soon 
concluded what men of Monarch 
ultimately conceded.  Women had a 
positive effect on the morale of the 

entire organization.  He commented that a 
“camaraderie develops from the mingling of the 
sexes in the plant which we never used to have 
when we had all men.” 
 Whipp’s experiment proved to be an 
unqualified success.  Copeland, Stolle, and other 
manufacturers soon followed suit. 
 Although equal pay for equal work and 
gender equity are still topics for discussion, we 
must always remember the women of Monarch 
from a half century ago, who took that first step 
toward creating the opportunities women enjoy 
today. 



 

Photos by James Loos 
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Graceland Cemetery TourGraceland Cemetery TourGraceland Cemetery TourGraceland Cemetery Tour    

Faye Spangler portrayed 
Julia Lamb in her efforts to 
raise money for supplies for 
Shelby County soldiers 

away from home. 

Drew Barber portrayed 
 Eli Davis his great-great 

grandfather 

Neil Allen portraying  
Captain E. E. Nutt told 

dramatically of the death of 
Gen. James McPherson in the 
fierce battle of Atlanta and the 
heroism of the Shelby County 

boys of the 20th OVI. 

Phil Spaugy 
portrayed 
Theophilius 
Ailes 

Schultz’s Battery presented by Julie Gilardi with information 
about Conrad Weissinger, a German-speaking Shelby County 

member of Battery M, 1st Regiment Ohio Light Artillery. 
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Meeting 
Mr. Lincoln 

Photos by James Loos 

 A crowd of over 150 people enjoyed the action-packed 
presentation of Celina’s William Sell who masterfully portrayed 
Lincoln on a campaign stop.  In the grand lodge room of the 
beautiful Masonic Lodge.  Lincoln parried questions from planned 
inquiries sometimes in Lincoln’s own words, Mr. Sell amazed the 
well-filled lodge hall. 

Ken McElroy as  
Steven Douglas 

William Sell as  
Mr. Lincoln 

Brian Huffman as Clement Valandingham 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRATE 
75 Years Ago – 1938 – JULY 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (15th) Mr. & Mrs. George Billing and Mr.  & 
Mrs. Fred Troester has returned home from a motor trip to 
Lookout Mountain, Chattanooga, Smoky mountain park, 
Dollywood, and the Skyline drive.  They also visited the 
Camel cigarette factory at Winston-Salem, N. C. 
 

SIDNEY (22nd) Harmon play-ground held a pet show 
Wednesday afternoon, July 20.  The pets ranged in size 
from a St. Bernard dog to oats bugs and varied from nats 
to crawfish.  The judges for the show who were Mrs. 
Robert Burrough Jr., Mrs. Sam Coover, and Mrs. Harold 
Cook although causing the entries to parade past the 
reviewing stand many times, often found themselves 
baffled by the closeness with which they had to decide 
various winners.  The prize for the largest and the smallest 
pets were easily awarded to Dorothy Weigandt with her 
entry, Big Boy, a large St. Bernard and to Jimmy Berger 
with his trio of oat bugs, Jerry, Bobby and Betty.  Gladys 
Hespe won the prize for having the best looking pet with 
her small fox terrier, Peggy.  Major, a collie brought his 
mistress, Rita Subler, the award for the best costumed pet.  
After great deliberation on the part of the judges, Billy, a 
trained goat owned by Warren Peters, was acknowledged 
the most unusual pet and Ginger, just a dog sponsored by 
Waneta Elliott was selected as the funniest pet. 
 

SIDNEY (29TH) A TRIBUTE – With a startling 
suddenness that leaves the city and the county stunned as 
the full realization of the great loss dawns upon us, came 
the word Wednesday afternoon of the passing of Evan T. 
Custenborder.  For nearly a quarter of a century, he took 
pride in calling Sidney his home, but for more than three 
quarters of century the people of this immediate vicinity 
were privileged to call him a close friend and prudent 
counselor.  While we were not permitted to know him 
exactly as a business associate, we did know him as a true 
citizen and one who always had and took an active interest 
in the community welfare and city betterment.  His 
association in the grain business, to which a great part of 
his life was devoted, bought him into contact with business 
interests far removed from this immediate vicinity, and 
here his ability was recognized in the honors that were 
conferred upon him.  While his loss to his business 
associates and immediate family will be great, it can scarcely 
be greater than the loss to the thousands who come to 
know him truly as a friend and counselor.  The life of the 
community will go on, it always shall, the gap left will 
gradually close, but this community will be that much 
better for Evan T. Custenborder’s having lived. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRATE 

JULY – 1913   100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

MAPLEWOOD (4th) – David Shroyer, who has been 
very sick, passed away to the great beyond last Friday 
morning.  He was one of the pioneers of this section 
beginning his 82nd year.  His funeral was held at the M. E. 
church Sunday morning conducted by the Dunkard 
Ministers. 
 

DAWSON-Remember the ice cream social on the 
beautiful lawn at the Christian church Friday night, July 4th, 
at Oran.  Come early and have a good time.  Plenty of 
hitching racks for your horses. 
 

SIDNEY-Mrs. L. A. McKinnon and Mrs. Frank Hale put 
up 40 quarts of cherries from one tree Friday of this week.  
All the cherries were seeded and were picked from a tree 
about seven years old.  This is certainly a fine record…
Two accidents occurred at the Wagner Manufacturing 
Company Thursday.  In the morning Frank Schurr burned 
his foot so badly that it required medical attention.  In the 
afternoon Charles Dormire was struck between the eyes by 
a skillet he was polishing, making a gash which required 
three stitches and fracturing his nose. 
 

ANNA-Saturday, July 12th, will mark the commencement 
of week day base ball in Anna.  It will be remembered the 
good old times of two years ago when Anna played week-
day ball.  The management wishes to announce that the 
continuance of the game will be in accordance with the 
support the games receive.  Sidney will be the attraction at 
Highland Park Saturday and a good game is assured. A 
small fee will be charged to defray expenses.  Let 
everybody come out and boost. 
 

SIDNEY (11TH)-The two balloon ascensions advertised 
for the Fourth of July celebration, were failures and Root, 
the balloonist, had a narrow escape with his life.  In the 
morning while the big balloon was being inflated it caught 
fire and such a big hole was burned in the side that the 
ascension had to be given up until it repaired.  In the 
afternoon the balloon had been inflated and the aeronaut 
had arisen a few hundred feet drifting toward the northeast 
it came down again, dragging Root among the trees near 
Andy Brunn property in East Sidney.  He was dragged 
along the ground and among the trees for some distance 
and he then let go, alighting on the ground with out serious 
injury.  The balloon and parachute arose again drifting 
northeast across Tawawa lake and dropped to the earth in 
the deep cut east of the lake on the Big Four tracks.  Those 
who reached the balloon first found it to be on fire, a large 
hole about six feet square being buried in the side of it…
Today’s date will indicate where you can receive a free cool 
drink. 

7 



 

NON  PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SIDNEY, OH 45365 

PERMIT #31 

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 
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was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 
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