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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome
New Members:
Rebecca Taylor, Troy, OH
Rita Meyer, Sidney, OH
Steve Klingler, Sidney, OH

@!6
®
SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society
$300 Legacy Partner
$500 Legacy Partner 101

The Battle of Atlanta

July 17, 2014 @ 8:00 p.m.
Camp Brookside

481 Knoop Johnston Rd

battle’s aftermath as|

survivors straggle in and

gather around a camp fire,
recounting how scores of their comrades died that day in the
worst day of fighting in terms of casualties in the country’s
history.

On sale now in the Ross Center Gift Shop:

Pioneer Church -
By: Jim Sayre Pioneer Church

A Hisfory of B 51 Facob Evingelicad Lugheran Congregation

Jim worked EERD. BT

tirelessly to not just verify
the historical facts about
St. Jacob but also to tell
the story of the
congregation’s first 175
years. From the archival
documents to the
historical anecdotes to the
memories shared and
recorded, Jim has indeed
woven a wonderful,
readable story that reflects
the rich and varied history
of St. Jacob Lutheran
Church.

$15 for Members
$25 for Non-Members
$5 for Shipping

The 175* Anniversary Edition
A, Do




Left to Right: Jenny Van Matre as Antonina
Gilardi, Dan Gutman as Herman Tappe, Jay
Taylor as Buddie Shang, and Faye Spangler
as Katherine Reboulette.

Fay Spangler portraying Katherine Reboulette.

B Rich Wallace getting the
evening off to a great
start. We couldn’t have
asked for better weather.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Sidney 12th - Jim “Sheldon” Parson’s is an
actor in the TV show “Big Bang Theory”
Sidney 29th - Chanterelle is a mushroom not
a fashion.

The clues were found by:
No one!
Better luck next month!

a The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

<hank yo

VOLUNTEERS
May Volunteer Info:
80 Volunteers
533 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners for
May:
Emerson Watkins
Becky Michael

Congratulations! Thank you to all our
volunteers! We depend on you! In
May, 1269 people
participated in SCHS programs.




On October 12, 1867 Matthew
Martin Gilardi was born in Termini, Sicily.
His parents were Anthony and Josephine

Gilardi. Matthew served in the Italian
marines for two and a half years. Then he
served eighteen months in the Italian Royal
Cadets. Following an honorable discharge,
Matthew came to America and established
permanent residence. He later became a
naturalized citizen.

Matthew Gilardi and his half brother,
August Palmisano, entered the United States
through Ellis Island. The date was
November 2, 1895. Matthew would have
been 28 years old. Both he and his brother
eventually became well-known residents of
Sidney, Ohio.

Matthew and his half brother made
their way from New York to Cincinnati.
After having met fellow Italians, the men
were encouraged to go north to Dayton.
From Dayton they were sent to Piqua. An
Italian family in the fruit business in Piqua
told the pair that as of yet there was not a
fruit market business in Sidney.

After arriving in Sidney, Matthew
and August established a fruit business on
the same corner where the Shelby County
Annex now stands. This is where they took
up residence in the basement of that
location. Matthew could be seen in the
community carrying a huge basket of fruit
on his shoulders, selling to the people of
Sidney. A few months after the business
was formed, he invested in a horse and
wagon, which enabled him to sell in New
Bremen and other surrounding towns.

In 1896, Matthew Martin Gilardi
married 17 year old, Antoinette Giardina, an
Italian immigrant from St. Louis. When
Antoinette became pregnant with Anthony,
she wanted to return to St. Louis. Matthew
took her back to her family and they lived in
that city for 10 years.

Matthew had established a fruit
business in St. Louis and was raising his
family. Then an incident occurred that
made it advantageous to return to Sidney.
At that time, there was a group that called
themselves the “Black Hands,” now known
as the mafia,
asking business
- owners to pay
s protection
B money.
Matthew refused
to pay. In
g retaliation,  the
= =%y Black  Hands
Y Ml blew up the
porch on the
«xal Gilardi’s home.

g Matthew
“| gathered his
Twife and
children,
boarded a train
|land  left St

Louis for good.




After returning to Sidney, Matthew
went into the fruit business once again. One
incident in the early years of the business
occurred while selling fruit from the wagon
in New Bremen. On the wagon was a load
of ripe bananas. He stood on a corner near a
drug store. The marshal of the town came
to him and told him that he must leave.
Matthew, who was just learning English,
insisted the marshal have a banana. The
people of New Bremen had never seen such
a fruit and thought that the fruit may
actually be poison. To prove that it was not,
Matthew popped several pieces of banana
into his mouth. Finally, the marshal decided
to give the banana a try. The marshal
remarked that although he didn’t know what
they were, they sure were good. After that,
the banana sales in New Bremen started to
roll.

Matthew along with his children
worked to prosper in Sidney. Anthony
“Tony” Gilardi, the oldest of the ten
children, loved living in Sidney. He was
quoted as saying, “I fell in love with Sidney
the minute I saw it and I’m still in love with
it.” The Gilardi children went to school, but
sold papers and set up bowling pins to earn
money. The money was given to their

mother. The pictures of the Italian
immigrants and their families show the
children helping earn money for the family.
Tony worked selling newspapers for
the Sidney Daily News, as well as the now
defunct Sidney Journal. Around 1910,
when he was 13 years old, Tony had to quit
school to go to work at Wagner
Manufacturing Company. He was making
nine dollars a week, which was as much as a
married man made in those days. His
mother was given the paycheck and she
gave back 15 cents of it for a show and ice
cream. The Gilardi family was poor, but
never starved for anything. When Tony was
older he worked for Monarch Machine.
Tony served a stint in the U.S. Army
from which he was honorably discharged.
Upon returning to Sidney, he met and
married Francis Gentile. The couple met
through the family businesses.  Frank
Gentile, Francis’ father, ran a produce
market in Dayton. Francis’ sister, Rose,
married George Palmisano, son of August
Palmisano, Matthew Gilardi’s half brother.
Tony and Francis were married on
June 20, 1923 at the Holy Trinity Catholic
Church in Dayton. On the day of the
wedding the temperatures rose. The day



was very warm, and the chickens that had
been butchered for the wedding meal
spoiled in the hot weather. Not to be
deterred, all of the women gathered and
made spaghetti for the wedding feast. Mr.
and Mrs. Anthony Gilardi went on to
become parents of four children, two girls
and two boys.

The Gilardi family was full of hard
workers. One of Tony’s brothers worked on
the Big Four Bridge project. He was injured
when a train fell from the bridge during
construction.  Tony
and his brother Gus [
were nearly ii
electrocuted  while -
trying to create a '.
successful  business.
With the help of his
brothers, Tony
opened a produce|
business. '
Unfortunately, during

this business went
broke.

Tony and his
wife were able to re-establish the business
in a room behind the Spot restaurant. Their
children would stop in for lunch while the
couple worked away. Later sons, Matt and
Frank, became part of the A.M. Gilardi and
Sons Wholesale Fruits and Vegetables
business. The family later moved the
business to East Court Street.

In the 1960s, a new store was built
adjacent to the old store, which was
converted into a restaurant. The business
was successful. Matt ran the restaurant and
fruit store and Frank managed the wholesale
end of the business. Matt and Frank would
drive to Michigan and Cincinnati to buy
fruits and vegetables.  After years of
operating the produce and restaurant
businesses jointly, Matt Gilardi Sr. and
Frank Gilardi Sr. separated the businesses in

the late 1970s.

The Gilardi family got its start in the
produce business, but by the 1960s pizza
was also a component. Pizza was a staple of
the family restaurant. Mike Gilardi, Matt’s
son, worked with his father in the store.
Mike learned to make pizzas from his
father. The fourth generation of Gilardi
children all worked in the family business at
one time. Mike cooked up the idea for his
own business. He began making frozen
pizzas to sell to bars and restaurants. He ran
his fledgling business
out of the back of the
grocery store. Next it
moved to the basement

= of the store. He began
selling groceries and
his business expanded.
Mike ran deliveries
from the back of his
car in the early days of
1the new business. It
F became Gilardi’s
| |Frozen Foods then
Gilardi Foods. The
'business continued to
expand and was successful up to the sale in
1998 to ConAgra.

In 1988 Frank Jr. and Phil Gilardi,
sons of Frank Gilardi, began with a truck
and five orders for vegetables processed for
delivery. From there, Freshway evolved.
These fourth generation Gilardis started
making pizzas and preparing wholesale
salad orders when they were grade school
aged.  Frank Jr. also worked in the
downtown produce retail store. The
brothers learned the ropes in the produce
business from their father and grandfather.

From the days of Matthew “Marty”
Gilardi selling fruits from a huge basket on
his shoulder to large successful businesses,
the Gilardi family has left a footprint in the
history of Sidney.




Recent Donation

A recent donation to the Shelby County
Historical Society is a scrap book depicting
the life of Carl Carter. Carl was born in
April 1893, married May Montgomery in 1918
and became the owner and operator of Carter
Cab Company in Sidney.

The scrap book is a collection of
memorabilia, mgstly items relaﬁing Fo his '{ﬁLLTue- ﬂ;JJfE =
cab company during WWII. Upon i1investiligating
the scrapbook we learned several things about Carl.

He was a member of the American Eagles in 1914. (age 21)

His registered for the draft in June 1917. (age 24)

The first license for chauffeur was for Troy in 1921 (age 28)
There is a special tax stamp for “Automobile for Hire” 1921
He became a member of the Temperance Lodge in 1927 (age 34)
He purchased a new Plymouth, to be used as a taxi in 1932
There were several empty WWII fuel ration books.

Chauffeur’s License dating from 1926 to 1944.

He was a member of AAA as far back as 1927

There is an “Oath of Office” card dated 1941.

Carl was a private Merchant Policeman. He help solve the

crime of a jewelry store heist of Kastan’s Jewelers.

He was a member of the Saddle Horse Breeder’s Association.
He sold his cab company in 1953 to Harry Fitzgerald.

His wife passed away in 1960.

Carl passed away in 1974. (age 81)

STATE OF OHIO 1926 .
DEPARTMENT OF STATE -
CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE

hiw fa to Eertify that the person nsmed and described below has
E been Heenged to opernte motor vehicles in accordance with the
provissens of Sec, 61497 and 6302 of the Genwral Code of Chhaii,

ExX FEE
License No. “3;":‘. -:n%:v- l-fﬂl e o.00
] Py HEMGHT WEIGHT LICENSE TO OPERATE
803%

5-3 102 5-24-26

irs. Carl Carter,
204 Piper st.,
Sidney, Ohio.

Commiszioner of Motor Vehicles.

Trig Licewin ExFimcy
GrocmBER 31, TREE
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1939-JULY-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (7th) — The south side of Sidney public square
basked in a glow of warm red neon, blended with the soft
blue of the mercury-tinted light for the first time in its
history Thursday evening as the huge Sidney Daily News
office electric sign was turned on. The sign gives the south
side a metropolitan atmosphere it never had before. In
daylight; the sign announces “Daily News” with blocked,
cream lettering upon a fresh, two toned green
background. At night the words take on a new beauty as
they become illuminated, the whole sign edged with a
glowing border.

SIDNEY (21st) — Elmer Crusey Jr. has again distinguished
himself in casting circles, this time in Washington D. C.
While on a trip through the east, young Crusey, with his
father and mother, Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Crusey, and his sister
Miss Aunalee Crusey, made a visit to Washington, D. C,,
where Elmer Jr. had the honor of participating in a casting
tournament held in that city. Entered in the open three-
eights ounce tournament of the Eastern Scientific Anglers’
club, Crusey Jr. placed second. This is an outstanding
honor to be held by the young caster as he is only 13 years
old but is ranked with men who have been casting for
many years.

SWANDERS-Fire completely destroyed the big barn, hog
house, corn crib and silo as well as a large amount of grain
and feed at the farm home of Mr. & Mrs. H. Russell Sayre,
just north of Swanders on the Dixie highway shortly after
8PM Sunday night. Two or three pigs, a pair of snipes, a
bull, a tractor and attachments and a new corn shredder
were also destroyed by the fire and it is estimated that the
loss will exceed $6,711 which is largely covered by
insurance.

SIDNEY (28th) Nine lives were saved from electrocution
on Wednesday evening after a harrowing three day brush
with death in the alley back of 749 Spruce street and even
today, 19 hours after the rescue, the victim was not able to
tell the story of the terrifying experience. The rescued, a
meek, mild furry pussy-cat, will never be able to thank her
rescuer, Trouble-shooter Hugh O’Leary, for all his
solicitude in helping her and her nine lives down the length
of an electric light pole. The spectacle attracted a large
crowd at 9AM when Mr. O’Leary came to investigate the
situation for the Marion Reserve Power company. As he
neared the clinging cat - appatently forced to its precarious
position by a dog-the frightened feline suddenly started
down the pole in reverse. The instant it reached the
ground, it disappeared - probably in search of enough milk
to compensate nine appetites after a three-day fast.

THE DEMOCRAT
1914-JULY-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortow

PORT JEFFERSON (2nd) - While Game Warden
Newton Blizzard was eating his dinner at Joe Counts’ place
above Port Jefferson Tuesday afternoon, Andy Garrison,
an old fisherman in the vicinity came in and Blizzard, upon
making an investigation, found three nets in his buggy. He
immediately placed Garrison under arrest and brought him
to Sidney. Three different charges were placed against
Garrison before Justice of the Peace Hess and he pleaded
not guilty to all of them. A hearing of the cases were set
for Thursday, July 30 and he was placed under $150 bond
for his appearance at that time.

SIDNEY - C. F. Babcock left for Detroit Wednesday
afternoon. At Toledo he was one of a party of 50
representatives of the Studebaker that were entertained at
the Secor. At Detroit each of the representatives will
secure a 1915 model Studebaker demonstrating car, in
which they will return to their respective territory in Ohio.

SIDNEY (3rd) - DKW Consulting LLC is opening a
business on Riverside Dr...The Sidney Grain Company was
incorporated this week with a capital stock of
$30,000. The incorporators are Elmer Sheets, H. E.
Sheets, J. C. Wagoner, W. B. Jackson and Nellie
Jackson. This company will operate the grain elevator at
the corner of North street and West avenue and will do a
general grain business.

SIDNEY (10th) - The appearance of the handsome new
armory at the corner of West avenue and South street
would be greatly improved if the surroundings were kept in
better order. Since the building was completed a few
months ago nothing has been done about leveling the
grounds about it and fixing the lawn in good shape. It
certainly looks bad as it now is. WHAT is the matter?

SIDNEY - A son was born to Chief of Police William
O’Leary and wife Sunday evening. Bill says that he is a fine
looking fellow and will make a good policemen...Knapp
Bros. have installed a new sidewalk gasoline tank and
supply with one of the Gilbert & Barker automatic
registering pumps. With this new supply and tank the
Knupp Bros. can accommodate two automobiles with the
gasoline at the same time. They are also installing a new
water supply for accommodation of their patrons.

SIDNEY (31st) - The population of Sidney and suburbs
has largely increased in the past few months, while only
107 houses were built. Give us more houses. The News
has frequent enquiries for houses to rent. If you want
Sidney to grow...give us more houses.
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.
Jon Baker

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund

Continental Express, Inc.
David & Linda DeVelvis

Dorothy Love Retirement Community

Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.

William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Francis Furniture
Freshway Foods

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Richard & Virginia Henke

Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Koenig Equipment, Inc

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton
Primary Eyecare Associates
Bill & Lisa Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith
Darrell & Faye Spangler
The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace
Helen Blake Wildermuth
Wilson Memorial Hospital
Greg & Priscilla Wilt
Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




