
 

The Society will be opening a new chapter in its history this month. The 
Society’s first Center of Excellence will be opened at the Ross Historical Center 
in July.   

The Barbara E. Adams Genealogical Research Center is made possible 
by Barbara’s husband, Dick J. Adams. He wished to honor the memory of his 
wife by creating a center that would provide the community with access to 
genealogical records and documents.   

A ribbon cutting ceremony will take place at the Ross Historical Center 
on July 14th at 4 p.m.  The new Barbara E. Adams Genealogical Research 
Center will be dedicated at that time.  The public is invited. 

The board and staff of the Society plan to develop additional centers of 
excellence as a way of preserving in perpetuity the outstanding work performed 
by the Society’s volunteers and staff. Those interested in discussing 
opportunities should contact board member Rich Wallace. 

Historical Highlights July 2015 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
Welcome New Members: 

 
Ann Hagen, Sidney, OH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 
 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500  

 100 years ago in 1915, the Thedieck family proudly dedicated the 

new building at 120 E. Poplar Street, in downtown Sidney, after the 

original building had burned in a fire. To celebrate this occasion, the 

current building occupant, Furniture Express, is partnering with the 

Shelby County Historical Society to host a 100 Year Building Anniversary 

from Friday, July 10, through Saturday, July 18, 2015.  

 To open the festivities for the open house Mrs. I.H. Thedieck, 

portrayed by Faye Spangler, will welcome guests to her husband’s new 

store on Friday, July 10, 2015.  Mrs. Thedieck will conduct a free behind-

the-scenes tour of the present store to reveal vestiges of the original 

magnificent structure including seeing architectural plans in the “Rest 

and Writing Room.”  A ride on the freight elevator allows us to view the 

original “bones” of the building.  A tour at 2:30 and a second at 3:30 will 

be offered.  The Thedieck building has been a landmark in Sidney since 

1882.  Don’t miss his rare opportunity to peak into places not seen by the 

regular visitor. 

  Learn more about the Department Store’s history on page 3. 

Don’t Miss this Rare Opportunity 

for the  

Barbara E. Adams Genealogical Research Center Barbara E. Adams Genealogical Research Center Barbara E. Adams Genealogical Research Center Barbara E. Adams Genealogical Research Center     

will take place July 14, 2015 
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VOLUNTEERS 

May Volunteer Info: 
86 Volunteers 
542 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for May: 
Roger Lentz 

Lola Billiel 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In May,  1,711 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Sidney 10th: Dame Judi Dench is an actress 
from England. 

Maplewood: Frozen is a 2013 movie. 
 
 
 

The clues were found by: 
Phyllis Piper and Phil Wilt 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the “Out of the 
Past” section.  

 July 14, 2015, at 7PM, the Shelby County 
Historical Society and the Shelby County Genealogy 
Society has invited the public to come hear Vicki Korn 
Niggemeyer at the Ross Historical Center, 201 N. Main St, 
Sidney.  Niggemeyer will be sharing some of the ideas on 
preserving family history for future generations that can be 
found in her new book: Get Creative with Your Family 
History. 

  Vicki Korn Niggemeyer is a native of Shelby 
County, Ohio.  She graduated from Jackson Center High 
School in 1962, attended Ohio University from 1962 to 
1965, and received a Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of Washington in Seattle. 
 Vicki has been doing family history projects for 25 
years:  books, photo albums, pictorial histories, and a 
variety of other small unique projects that preserve family 
history.  She will be giving a PowerPoint presentation 
featuring ideas from her new book.   The presentation 
encourages people to get their own family stories in writing 
and will present an array of choices for people wanting to 
preserve and present their family histories.   
 Vicki married Charles Niggemeyer from Athens, 
Ohio, in 1965.  He served in the USAF for 25 years.  They 
lived in Germany for three years, and have lived all over 
the US, from one coast to another and places in 
between.  They retired to Las Vegas, NV in 2003.  Chuck 
and Vicki have three children and five grandchildren. 
  
Vicki’s website is: getcreativewithyourfamilyhistory.com.   

Follow her on Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest 
Please join us for a fun evening. 

Join us! 
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 It was a day Sidney residents would 
never forget: March 20, 1914. When one of 
the great tragedies in the history of Sidney 
occurred.  A major fire of mysterious 
origins swept through the north side of the 
court square.   
 It started out quietly, like a thief in 
the night.  Merchant policeman Shinn had 
just finished his rounds on the north side of 
the square at 1:30 a.m.  All was quiet.  He 
headed north on Main Avenue, then 
inexplicably turned around.  When he 
neared the Citizens Bank building, 
someone whistled.  Shinn noticed the fire 
and called it in.  Within minutes, the fire 
raced out of control.  Ordinary citizens teamed with the firemen in battling the conflagration. 

The results were devastating.  Thedieck’s Department Store, a model of modern merchandising was 
completely destroyed.  Also demolished were the First National Exchange Bank, Bush & Mumford’s 
Clothing Store, and other businesses.  The DeWeese Building, to the west of Thedieck’s Department Store, 
containing the Oldham law offices, Henry Young’s Clothing Store and the Women’s Wear Store was heavily 
destroyed.  To the east, Citizens Bank was also damaged.  The only injury was to fireman W. A Sproul, who 
stepped on a nail. 

People wept for the plight of the Dilloway family.  Photographer Dilloway died a year ago.  His 
widow and children had just opened up the business again.  They lost everything except the clothes on their 
backs. 

The owners of the stores poked through the smoking ruins early the next morning. Their hearts were 
heavy, but they needed a plan.  The 
total fire loss was estimated to be 
$300,000.  Only about $200,000 of 
insurance money was available.  
How could downtown Sidney ever 
recover from such a devastating 
loss?   
 I. H. Thedieck, the owner of 
Thedieck’s Department Store, led 
the march into the future.  He was 
convinced that the downtown area 
could be rebuilt into a finer, fire 
proof shopping area than existed 
before.  He threw his considerable 
energy and resources behind the 
project.  Other local owners and 
tenants followed suit. 

Thedieck Department Store Company 

Sidney, Ohio 

By Rich Wallace 



 

 Mr. Thedieck, founder of Monarch Machine Tool 
Company and owner of other business interests, had the 
resources to do the job.  He envisioned a completely fireproof, 
modern department store.  Thedieck pledged never to allow 
such a devastating fire to occur again.  
 The first order of business was to get back in business.  
Karl Young announced that Young’s Clothing Store would be 
selling merchandise again within five days, boasting “an 
entirely new line of goods.”  The DeWeese Dry Goods Store 
began doing business within a few days at their temporary 
headquarters in the new Yeager Building on East Court Street.  
Although it took Mr. Thedieck a little longer, he eventually 
reopened his business in temporary facilities in the Woodward 
Building on the west side of the square.  He ordered all new 
inventory.  The other merchants made similar plans.    
 Mr. Thedieck and son Frank as general manager, left 
no stone unturned in their efforts to construct an edifice that 
would be a lasting monument to their family and the vitality 
of their beloved home town.  
 The completely rebuilt Thedieck Department Store 
was open for business in the fall of 1915.  The family printed a booklet for the occasion that chronicled 
their efforts in building a structure that was truly amazing for its time.  

 “An imposing front of white tile at once impresses the beholder and prepares him 
for the spaciousness of the interior, with its rich mahogany setting so pleasing to the eye 
and the sanitation, light and air, so conducive to health and comfort.”  

 Over forty-five thousand square feet of retail floor space greeted customers. The publication also 
confirmed the care Mr. Thedieck took to ensure his masterpiece would never be devastated by fire again.   

 “This building is fire-proof in construction and is the final scientific conception of 
a positively fire-proof structure.  Only steel, concrete, brick and plaster on metal lathe 
have been employed in the making.  The floors are of concrete, over which cinders were 

laid and covered with hard maple flooring.  Windows 
have steel sash, and wire glass used as a fire retardant 
in all places exposed to a possible conflagration.”   
 When the Thedieck Department Store reopened, 
shoppers from all over Western Ohio were treated to a 
wonderful experience.  Attractive stocks of silverware, 
jewelry, leather goods, neckwear, hats, dress trimmings and 
many other items were available in the store.  Periodic buying 
trips to New York City would result in the store having the 
very most recent styles available for purchase.   
 The store even boasted a soda fountain of white marble 
and a luncheon counter where lunches were served daily.   
 The building was state of the art in other aspects as 
well.  A telephone system allowed instant communication 
with every department.  The building had direct lines to the 
telephone company so that only Thedieck Store employees 
and customers could be on the line.  Heat for the building was 
provided through a vacuum heating system.  A pneumatic 
cash system was installed that served twenty-five different 
stations.  
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 The above illustration gives but a vague idea of the many advantages derived from the enormous floor 
space and modern conveniences of this great department store.  The vast space allotted to this enterprise 
permits us to carry a greater variety of merchandise, thus enabling shoppers to do all their shopping under one 
roof, and at a savings of time and money.  The new Thedieck Department Store building represents a floor 
space of 45,000 square feet, every foot of which is consumed to accommodate the great throngs of customers 
who greet us from day to day, and who look upon shopping here as a pleasure. 

 Mr. Thedieck was a merchandising craftsman with many years of experience. He started his first 
retail business in Sidney in 1871. He initially had only 600 feet of retail space. The first Thedieck’s opened 
at the Poplar Street site on November 21, 1882.  The store was built on the site of the first structure in 
Sidney that had been erected by John Blake, one of Sidney’s earliest pioneers.  Mr. Thedieck expanded his 
business over the years, becoming the dominant retailer in downtown Sidney for decades.  

 The grand opening for Thedieck’s 
Department Store was held on September 22, 1915.  
The store was the largest store in a city of Sidney’s 
size in the United States.  The author of the brochure 
noted, “Thus, this store marks the vanguard of 
progress and civilization in this section as well as 
personifying in itself the spirit of mercantile progress.”    
 The spirit of mercantile heritage envisioned by 
the Thedieck family lives on today. Present day 
residents remember Uhlman’s Department Store, 
which occupied the location for several decades until 
1989 or 1990. The Francis family purchased it in 
1994. Today it is the home of Furniture Express. 
Managers Steve Springer, Dave Goodwin and John 
Adams embrace the ideals of I.H. Thedieck, the master 
retailer of a century ago. “Take care of your customers 
and they will take care of you.” 
 That legacy will be honored with a special sale 
commemorating the anniversary. It will take place 
from July 9th to 18th.  Original Thedieck artifacts will 
be on display and a tour given.  

The Thedieck Building as it stands today. 
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Feel free to copy this order form. 

Call our office for more information 937-498-1653 or email shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1946-July-69 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (5th)-N. H. Critton, former district manager in 
Newark, New Jersey, for the Monarch Machine Tool 
Company, has been made eastern sales manager with 
headquarters in New York, it is announced by Stanley A. 
Brandenburg, general sales manager of the company.  In 
his new position, Critton will also have supervision of an 
export sales staff now being organized.  Fred J. Griffis, of 
the Monarch’s eastern sales staff, will become district 
manager in Newark…The Sidney Automobile Dealers 
association have agreed among themselves for the benefit 
of the public that they will make no unwarranted increases 
in prices and to continue to price their service and 
merchandise as always.  Members of the association are: 
Shelby Motor Company, Bowman Brothers, D. W. 
Bowman, Sidney Motor Sales, H. R. Van Tilburgh Sales, 
Glore Auto Sales, D. Nevergall Motor Sales, A. G. 
Langhorst and Dick Helman Auto Sales. 
 

JACKSON CENTER-Verna Lou Shultz left last Tuesday 
for Junior camp in Tar Hollow State Forest near 
Chillicothe.  She and five other girls went with Mr.  & Mrs. 
E. H. Schneider, of Lima. Mr. Schneider, who is pastor of 
the local Seventh-day Adventist church as well as five 
others in the Lima district, is the swimming instructor and 
life guard at the camp.  They will be gone nine days. 
 

SIDNEY (8th)-Phil Ruese, Sam Dunson, Bob Althoff, are 
the three Sidney Boy Scouts looking back on one of the 
most pleasurable of camping experiences that of spending a 
two week holiday at the 127,000 acre Philmont Scout ranch 
in New Mexico.  These scouts joined 24 scouts from 
Dayton and vicinity for a trip and the camp sponsored by 
the Dayton Miami Valley Boy Scout council. 
 

NIGHT’S OUT (18th)-DANCE-Sunday Night, July 21st at 
Lindhaus Park, Route 66, Newport Ohio and listen to 
Harold Greenmayer & His Orchestra.  Dancing every 
Sunday night…Moonlight Terrace at Russell’s Point-Tonite 
Only-The Star of the Bob Hope Radio Show-In Person-
Kris Kristofferson and  Bobby McGee and his Hollywood 
Jamboree with Jerry Colonna and extra Added Attraction-
Bill Butterfield and His Orchestra…Dancing at Eagle’s 
Park in Minster, Ohio-Saturday night, July 20th-Featuring 
Johnny Whited & His Band-Three hours of dancing 
starting at 8:45PM.  Absolutely no person admitted under 
18 years of age. 
 

SIDNEY-Miss May Bess Spraul, daughter of Mr.  & Mrs. 
Carl Spraul, of Belmont street, has arrived home with a 
discharge from the United States navy nurses’ corps after 
serving nearly 15 months.  She was formerly an industrial 
nurse at the Monarch Machine Tool Company. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago-1915-JULY 
Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (2nd)-Finley Webb, residing near Plum Creek 
church, came to Sidney Tuesday and received his quarterly 
pension check on account of three years’ service in the 
Civil war.  At the Citizens bank corner he put it in his 
pocketbook and placed it in an inside pocket of his coat.  
On his arrival home the pocketbook and check were 
missing.  He was in Sidney Wednesday on the search of it.  
A reward is offered for it….There are a number of vacant 
lots in Sidney that are a disgrace to the owner and an 
eyesore to the city.  There is a law against permitting 
noxious weeds to grow.  Let everybody who is raising a 
crop of weeds see that they are harvested at once and not 
allowed to go to seed.  Cut them down. 
 

SIDNEY (9th)-Urban Doorley, Wayne Lee, Robert and 
Hugh Bingham, all of this city, have successfully passed the 
State Bar examination and admitted to the practice of Law.  
The examination was held a few weeks ago and the names 
of the successful applicants made public at Columbus 
Saturday. 
 

JACKSON CENTER-Work is in progress on the 
Dearbaugh block.  The Snyder-Pool Co. has moved to 
their own building on east Pike street.  Frank Glick has 
moved his barber shop to the club room over the Morris 
harness shop.  Dr. Williams has moved his dental office to 
the Sollman block and Dr. A. V. Derr to the Wagner 
building on College Avenue. 
 

HARDIN (16th) Miss Ethel Wood has returned to her 
home at Plum Creek after a visit with L. C. Rees and wife.  
She will go to Indianapolis the last of the week to attend 
the wedding of her brother next Tuesday… Steve Beery 
has the big head.  Now don’t begin to snicker.  We just 
meant cabbage head, for we were presented with a head of 
cabbage that weighed eleven pounds, so was not that a big 
head.  Steve has honest and confessed that it was his wife 
that raised the cabbage. 
 

SIDNEY (16th)-The Chautauqua for next week promises 
to be the best ever known in this part of the country.  The 
program arranged is of such a character that the ticket sales 
are unusual.  The people of Sidney and vicinity show their 
appreciation of a good course in the way they are securing 
tickets for the event of the next week.  Many now cannot 
attend full time or nearly all the time are showing their 
business insight by purchasing full course season tickets 
even though they can attend a very few numbers knowing 
that a full-course ticket purchased before the Chautauqua 
opens.  Be sure to stop in at the Shelby County Historical 
Society on North St…see Sharon and purchase your tickets 
now.  You will not be disappointed. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Linda DeVelvis      Secretary: Rich Wallace  
Treasurer: Tom Seving         Director: Tilda Phlipot   
Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, Faye Spangler, and Nancy Steinke 
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Jon Baker 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Francis Furniture 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Richard & Virginia Henke 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Koenig Equipment, Inc 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Primary Eyecare Associates 
Bill & Lisa Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 

Sidney Electric 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Sidney Tool & Die 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Wilson Memorial Hospital 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 


