
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 
ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 
Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 
CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org 
 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  
submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community and 
promote local history” 

Vision: “To become a center of 
excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 
 
 
 
Welcome New Members: 
James Davis, Sidney, Ohio 

 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 
 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 
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CAP Program  

to Occur in July 
 

This July, the Shelby County Historical Society will be taking one 
step closer towards the preparation and planning process for the Center for 
Industry, Innovation, and Opportunity.  In January of this year, the Society 
applied for the Collections Assessment for Preservation (CAP) Program 
through the Foundation of the American Institute for Conservation of 
Historic and Artistic Works, otherwise known as FAIC.  The purpose and 
goal of this application is to develop a long-term plan regarding the 
movement of certain collections from our current building, the Ross 
Historical Center, to the Innovation Center upon its remodel.  The plan will 
also include evaluating the storage and preservation of our current 
collections, as well as to gain information on how to provide a stable 
environment for all future collections.  In April, we learned that our 
application was one of seventy four from across the United States chosen 
to participate in this CAP Program, with only two of the participating 
organizations located in Ohio. 

What does our acceptance into this program mean for the Society?  
Through this program we were allocated $7,800 to help cover the 
professional fees of both a conservation assessor and a building assessor of 
our choice, each from a list of fifty approved assessors from across the 
nation.  The Society is proud to say that we have chosen Ronna Rivers of 
Rivers Fine Art Conservation located in Detroit, MI, as our conservation 
assessor and Steven McQuillin of Steven McQuillin and Associates located 
in Hayesville, OH, as our building assessor.  Both of these assessors will 
be spending two days at the Ross Historical Center to do a complete tour of 
both buildings as well as go through a majority of the collections storage.  
After their time spent on site, they will write a report on their findings 
which will be sent to the Society sometime in late August.  This report will 
help us to complete our goals stated earlier of developing a better 

conservation plan, as well as to 
provide information on how 
best to set up a collection 
storage facility in the basement 
of the new Innovation Center. 
The Shelby County Historical 
Society is so thankful to be able 
to participate in this program, 
and we cannot wait to host our 
assessors in a few short weeks! 
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VOLUNTEERS 

May Volunteer Info: 
 65 Volunteers 

530 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for May: 
Keith McLain 

Becky Michael 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you!  

In May,  2600 people participated 
in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Fort Loramie 8th: Casey’s General Store 
just opened this year. 

Fort Loramie 13th: Marsanne is a grape 
used in wine making. 

 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

No one. 
Better luck next month! 

 
 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section. 

 

Please Join Us 

2nd Annual Tea 

at The Ross Center 

July 13, 2017 

11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

      Our guest speaker will be Delia Amos who was the first woman editor 
of a newspaper in Ohio. She will tell some tales from around town and 
share news going on in other places.  Delia will be portrayed by Faye 
Spangler, who is known for portraying historical characters. 
 We will offer salad, sandwiches, biscuits, jellies, scones and mouth 
watering desserts. 
 

Members $15  -  Non-members $18 

Tickets available at the Ross Center  

until July 10, 2017 
Following the tea, we encourage you to tour our current display, TITANS 
OF INDUSTRY.  We will have members available to answer questions. 
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 The first fairs in the nation started in the early 
1800’s and exemplified many of the same principles and 
values as the fair that we see today – a place for the 
community to come together and celebrate, learn new 
ideas, and share different techniques with each other. The 
Shelby County Fair is no exception to this ideal and has 
been a gathering place for the community to display their 
finest exhibitions and learn about new agricultural and 
industrial methods for well over 150 years. As it is with 
the start of many great ideas, the one of a county fair took 
several tries before it grew into the wonderful tradition 
we look forward to with anticipation every summer. 
 

Formation of an Agricultural Society 
 

 On March 12, 1839, the Ohio State legislature 
passed “An Act to Authorize and Encourage the 
Establishment of Agricultural Societies in the Several 
Counties in this State and Regulate the Same,” which 
gave rise to an interest for such a society in Shelby 
County. Therefore, a meeting was called by William 
Murphy, Esq., the Shelby County 
Auditor, on August 21, 1839, at 
the courthouse to organize the 
first agricultural association in the 
county. The founding members 
called it The Shelby County 
Agricultural Society, with the 
formula for its name provided 
under Sec. 1 of the 1839 
legislative act.  Seventy one 
names were recorded at this 
meeting of people who showed 
interest in becoming members of 
the newly formed agricultural society. Over the next year, 
the Shelby County Agricultural Society elected its 
officers, and drafted and adopted a constitution.  
Following their second annual election in June, officers 
convened a meeting on October 8, 1840, at the office of 
Dr. H. S. Conklin to decide the date for the first fair in 
Shelby County. 
 
 
 
 

 

The Early Years 
 

 At the October 8th meeting, the date of October 
17, 1840, was chosen to be the date of the first fair held 
in Shelby County by the newly formed Agricultural 
Society.  The event would be held on the court square 
(this was before the larger courthouse we see today was 
built). A grand total of $45 (worth $1100 today) was set 
aside to be awarded as premiums to the best products 
shown at this fair. In total, there were 26 premiums 
awarded, including $5 to George D. Leckey for the best 
acre of corn, $2 to Stephen Wilkin for the best bushel of 
potatoes, and $5 to J. H. Kirkindall for the best stallion 
named “Tuckahoe.” According to The History of Shelby 

County by A. B. C. Hitchcock, the first fair was 
considered a big success.  He further predicted that 
“Shelby County was destined to take a prominent rank 
among the grain-growing and stock-raising counties of 
our flourishing Miami Valley.” Thus a second annual 
meeting was held on June 12, 1841, to elect the new 

members of the Agricultural Society 
and to pick September 28 and 29, 
1841 as the dates for the next fair 
exhibition.  The second annual fair 
held $52 worth of premiums to be 
awarded, however the prediction 
made at the close of the first fair 
proved false, and another was not 
held until several years had passed. 
 After several attempts, one 
of which was in 1845, to revive the 
Shelby County Agricultural Society, 
a meeting was finally held during 
which a new constitution was 

created and officers were elected in April of 1851. The 
date of October 15, 1851 was chosen for the second 
attempt at a first annual county fair, which was held at 
the market place on Poplar Street instead of the court 
square. It appears to have been a success, for a meeting 
was held in August of 1852 to choose the date of the  
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second annual fair. Since a show was already being 
advertised for one of the days chosen, it was resolved 
that September 28, 1852, would be the only day that 
year for the fair. According to The History of Shelby 

County by Sutton, the “exhibition of stock was very 
good” with 23 premiums awarded for horses, 14 
premiums for cattle, and a worthwhile display of sheep, 
hogs, farm products, and miscellaneous items.  By 1853, 
the interest in the fair had greatly increased, and a new 
location was chosen for the third annual fair. This fair 
was held on October 5 and 6, 1853, on the grounds west 
of Sidney owned by Dr. Conklin but known through 
town as the Jordan Property, which would roughly have 
been in the same area where Highland Park is today. 
This time at the exhibition there were 181 premiums 
awarded in the form of silver cups, money, and 
diplomas with an even larger display and greater variety 
of domestic and miscellaneous items than at any of the 
previous fairs held in the county. Dr. Conklin himself 
even received a premium for having a fine specimen of 
a rat terrier. 
 On April 22, 1854, the Agricultural Society 
board met and amended their constitution to include that 
the election of officers would be held on the second day 
of the fair. The fourth annual fair was held on October 
12 and 13, 1854, this time on the grounds owned by B. 
W. Maxwell.  Maxwell owned the land east of the 
Miami River north of where the railroad was originally 
located before the Big Four Bridge was built.  It is now 
known as one of Sidney’s greatest treasures: Tawawa 
Park. At this fair there was a “fine display of 
thoroughbred cattle” shown, and the following day the 
new officers were elected as the board had intended. 
The fifth annual fair was held on October 4 and 5, 1855, 
and the location chosen for this exhibition was the 
property east of the Miami River owned by I. T. Fulton, 
which is now the location of The Pavilion Assisted 
Living Facility. Unfortunately, there was not the same 
amount of interest in this fair as there had been for 
previous ones, and it would be the last of its kind for 
several years. 

 

A Place to Call Home 
 

 Despite an apparent lack of interest for 
five years, maybe due in part to the passing of 
one of the Agricultural Society’s officers or the 
growing tensions at the dawn of the Civil War, 
Shelby County was able to reorganize a new 
agricultural association. By 1860, the Shelby 
County Agricultural Institute was organized 
with the following men elected as its officers: 
President James A. Wells, Vice President 
Edmund Lytle, Secretary S. Alexander Leckey, 
and Treasurer John Duncan. These officers 
decided that the fair exhibition needed a more 

permanent location, and purchased 20 acres of land from 
the estate of W. J. Thirkield, the past Treasurer of the 
Shelby County Agricultural Society. Thus, the first 
Shelby County Fair was held on October 4, 5, and 6, 
1860, at the same site where it is located today.  The 
property purchased was then deeded to John H. Mathers, 
S. Alexander Leckey, James A. Wells, J. F. Fulton, and 
J. C. Coe as the trustees for the Agricultural Institute on 
November 12, 1860. 

In order for these men to provide payment for 
the property once owned by W. J. Thirkield, 229 shares 
of stock were subscribed at $10 a share (which is 
equivalent to $270 today) by 222 individuals, leaving 
only a small balance of $290.85 to be paid by the Shelby 
County Agricultural Institute. In essence, this left it so 
that the fairgrounds was not owned by the county, but 
instead by the individuals who had invested their money 
for the purpose of providing a location where products 
from the agricultural and mechanical industries could be 
exhibited for many years to come. These investors never 
made a cent off of the shares they held; instead all of the 
profits received from the fair were used for the 
improvement and beautification of the fairgrounds. 
 It seemed that the third try was indeed the 
charm, and the idea of an annual Shelby County Fair 
finally managed to take root once the Shelby County 
Agricultural Institute had a permanent place where they 
could hold their exhibition each year.  For twenty years  
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the fair prospered on the original 
20 acres purchased until 1880, 
when the Agricultural Institute 
purchased an additional six and a 
half acres for $1,300 to expand the 
grounds. The following year, 
another acre and a half was 
purchased for $325.  

In January of 1882, a 
resolution was adopted at the 
annual meeting despite some 
opposition to prohibit the sale of ale, beer, and wine on 
the fairgrounds. According to the History of Shelby 

County by Sutton, the large crowd of folks who attended 
were quieter and on their best behavior and “No 
drunkenness or disorderly conduct was seen,” thus 
proving that alcohol was not an essential contributor to 
measure the success of a fair in Shelby County. 

The year 1895 was another good year for the 
Shelby County Fair that allowed for several 
improvements to be made. On January 19, 1895, a 
meeting was held to decide that the Agricultural 
Institute would become a corporation under the name of 
the Shelby County Agricultural Society. It was also 
decided at this meeting that the grounds needed to be 
enlarged yet again causing the Agricultural Society to 
take out an $8,000 loan from the Peoples Savings and 
Loan Co. to purchase a 12 acre section of land from W. 
P. Reed, James Hennessey, Frank Brown, and Anthony 
Brandewie. This expansion was then used to build a race 
track and a grandstand capable of seating 2,000 
attendants. The price for family tickets for the fair was 
also affixed at $1.00 and included the head of the 
household and all females under the age of 18. A vehicle 
ticket cost 25 cents and included up to two horses, and 
the price for entrance to the grandstand was fixed at 15 
cents a person.  For unknown reasons, there was no fair 
held in 1899. 
 

The Fair as We Know it Today 
 

 From the purchase of the fairgrounds in October 
1860, until November 1902, the property belonged to 
the individual stockholders who had invested their 
money “for the purpose of furnishing a place for the 
accommodation of the agricultural and mechanical 
industries of the county to exhibit their productions.” 
However, after the 
November election, the 
electors of the county 
voted to authorize the 
county commissioners to 
take control of the 
fairgrounds under the 
authority of a legislative 
act passed on April 29, 
1902, titled “An Act, To 

Authorize the Board of County 
Commissioners of Shelby County, 
Ohio, to purchase and improve 
lands upon which to hold county 
fairs, and to issue bonds of said 
county and levy taxes to pay for 
the same.” This act also helped 
provide two members from each 
township in the county to form a 
board called the Board of 
Managers of the Shelby County 

Agricultural Society, which managed the receipts for the 
continual growth of the county fair. 
 September 13-16, 1910 brought about the 
celebration of the Shelby County Fair’s golden 
anniversary with 50 continuous years at the Shelby 
County Fairgrounds. It was noted in The History of 

Shelby County by A. B. C. Hitchcock that “the present 
fairground is in striking contrast to days long gone. It is 
now one of the most beautiful in the state or country. 
The original ground, in a state of nature, was a 
magnificent forest of lofty oaks which have been 
carefully preserved with maples set out in vacant spots 
which are now large and afford ample shade.” It was 
also noted several years later in The Memoirs of the 

Miami Valley that the Shelby County Fair was one of 
the most successful fairs held in the state, with the 
annual fairs often crowded with exhibitors and visitors 
keen on seeing the displays and competitions. The 
Shelby County Fair continued as only a day-long fair 
until the addition of electricity let guests stay longer.  By 
1947, track lighting was added to the race track for all to 
enjoy night racing. In 1960, the fair celebrated its 100th 
Anniversary, and in 1961 hosted the first hog and sheep 
market sale. Over the next 57 years, the fairgrounds 
would see the demolition and construction of several 
buildings, along with the improvement of many others, 
with the most recent being the completion of a new 
grandstand as well as a rabbit and chicken barn in 2017. 
 The Shelby County Agricultural Society, Fair 
Board, County Commissioners, and other organizations 
have done a wonderful job to anticipate the growing 
agricultural and commercial needs of the county 
throughout the years. The fairgrounds now feature 45 
buildings on 30 acres of land with all the necessary 
conveniences needed by exhibitors, merchants, and 
visitors. The Shelby County Fair has operated annually 
for 157 years through rain or shine, recessions and 
financial booms, and even the hard times brought on by 
every war fought by the U.S. since the Civil War. The 
spirit forged by the essence of the county fair is 
something relatable to every generation and will help 
the Shelby County Fair continue to thrive for many 
years to come! 

Written by Jane Bailey 
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Faye Spangler as  
Ida Wagner Thedieck  

Jeff Gillman portrayed Frank Gleason, Sr. 
Frank Gleason, Jr. portrayed himself.  

Neil Allen portrayed Herman Tappè 

Mike McRill portrayed 
Kermit Kuck 

The group was lead by Rich 
Wallace and Linda DeVelvis. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
JULY-50 Years Ago-1967 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

AREA SERVICEMEN (10th)-Military service begun in 
September of 1965 has ended for former Van Tilburgh, 
son of Mr.  & Mrs. H.R. Van Tilburgh R.R.1, Sidney.  The 
former Army man received his honorable discharge 
recently at Fort Hamilton, N. Y., after return from Orleans, 
France, where he served 17 months.  Pvt. William (Woody) 
Joslin, 20, son of Mr. & Mrs. William Joslin Jr., of RR 2, 
Sidney, is home on leave after completing a radio – teletype 
operation course at the Army Signal School at Fort 
Gordon, Ga. Construction Apprentice Ervin Alexander, 
USN, son of Mrs. Sylvia Jaques of RR 1, Sidney, is serving 
with a mobile construction battalion at Port Hueneme, 
Calif.  The battalion returned in June from a seven month 
tour of duty in East Da Nang, Vietnam, where it completed 
several construction projects.  Airman Apprentice Stephen 
Lauber, 20, son of Mr.  &Mrs. Clarence Lauber of Foraker 
avenue recently completed Mechanical School in Memphis, 
Tenn.   
 

SIDNEY (11th)-Politics showed signs of life at the 
courthouse Monday with the reopening of board of 
election office in the basement on a full-time basis.  Mrs. 
Willa Woodruff, assistant clerk, again is in charge.  Office 
hours will be from 9-11:30AM and 12:30 to 4 PM., daily 
through Fridays and from 9-12 noon on Saturdays. 
 

SIDNEY (12th)-Vendor’s Licenses Issued-Direct 
Warehouse Service, Inc., 215 Canal street, Sidney, hardware 
and miscellaneous merchandise.  Harold E. Bowman, 416 
Highland avenue, Sidney, grocery.  Omart, Inc., 1600 
Michigan street, Sidney, department store.  Alma M. 
Kerber, 433 North Main avenue, Sidney, beverage store.  
Joan Leneman, Diana’s Pizza, 313 E. Court street, Sidney, 
pizza house. High Grounds Café, 705 Fair road, Sidney, 
coffee shop. Wally Sieberg, rear 126 South West avenue, 
auto body work and repairs.  Ken Martin, RR2, Sidney, 
ceramics, marble, quarry slate. 
 

BOTKINS (21st)-The Class of 1932 of Botkins High 
School held a 35 year reunion and picnic supper at the 
home of Mr.  & Mrs. Donald Stang at Piqua Sunday 
evening.  Attending were:  Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Taylor, Kathy 
Taylor, Kathy Schoening of Botkins, Mr. & Mrs. Russ 
Long of Sidney, Mr. & Mrs. Roy McCormick of St. Mary’s, 
Mr.  & Mrs. Vernon Kistner of Dayton. 
 

FAIR-Rita Howell, 17, just out of Anna High School as a 
1967 graduate, is working on her eighth year as a member 
of the Anna Livestock Club.  She is raising a pen of market 
pigs for the fair.  She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Howell, Sidney-Freyburg Rd. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT 
100 Years Ago-1917-JULY 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

TAWAWA (6th) - Farmers are busy cutting hay and 
plowing corn, wheat will be ready to harvest by another 
week.  It promises to be a good crop this year.  Clay 
Wright is working for the Lauterbur Auto Supply Co., in 
Sidney. 
 

NEWPORT, RI-Herman P. Tappe is opening up a 
branch store at Newport, Rhode Island for the summer 
season and is very busy with that at present.  He is going to 
devote 50 percent of the sales at Newport to the Red 
Cross.  Society at Newport is working very hard for Red 
Cross, especially so on account of the naval training school 
being there. 
 

SIDNEY (13th) - A brief session of the City Council was 
held Monday evening.  The question of fluming the canal, 
Miami and Ohio avenues, North, South, Water and Court 
streets was discussed and the special committee appointed 
in this matter to confer with the County Commissioners 
was given power to act in this matter.  The council then 
adjourned. 
 

ANNA- The necessity for and the success of the County 
Normal at Anna are generously recognized by those who 
have been in a position to judge of the work it has 
accomplished during the past two years.  The necessity is 
even greater now for the law requires after January 1, 1918, 
eighteen weeks of Professional Training of anyone who 
wishes to teach. 
 

SIDNEY-The Laughlin Confectionery store in the 
Princehouse building on the south side of the square, was 
sold this week to H. M. Wright, of Lewistown.  Mr. Wright 
came to Sidney Tuesday morning and assumed charge of 
the business.  He will make a number of improvements at 
the store and will endeavor to stock your favorite candy: 
Flicks, Crows, Chicken Bones, Abba Zabba, Walnettos, 
Uno, Sixlets, JuJu Coins and make it one of the leading 
confectionery stores and ice cream parlors in the city…
Glenn Knupp, a Sidney boy, who enlisted in the Marine 
Corps several months ago, is now at the front in France.  A 
card to be displayed in the window of the Knupp home 
was also received from the War Department reading “A 
Member of this family on the French Front.” 
 

HOUSTON (27th)-The temperature since last week has 
touched the three “figured” kind, or at any rate such has 
been reported by fellows that have an acute sense of 
feeling.  “Two Figgers” is a bushel usually…And now we 
can’t go via C. H. & D. from Sidney, any more, will have to 
take the B. & O?  OK, it’s nice to have a new road near us. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 

you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 

Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 
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