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by understanding the past” 
 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members: 

No new members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

July 2019 Edition 

Bicentennial Lecture Series 
When: Sunday, July 14, 2019 @ 2:00 pm 

Where: St. Jacob Lutheran Church  

  101 W. Main St, Anna 

      Author Dr. Bobbie Malone, 

historian and educator, will 

discuss her book about Lois 

Lenski and the story of how a 

girl from a small Ohio town 

became a beloved literary icon. 

Available now for Android and iOS Devices! 
 As part of the Shelby County Bicentennial Celebration, the 

committee has released a legacy project in the form of an application for 

Android and iOS devices. This app features over 300 points of interest 

throughout Shelby County and contains a brief description of each. Once 

downloaded, it can be used to take a self-guided tour around the county to 

visit said locations.  

This app is FREE  
to download! 
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Volunteers 

May Volunteer Info: 

83 Volunteers 

1010 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for May: 
Gary Bonifas 

Dusty Hickerson 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you!  

In May,  2522 people participated 

in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Classified 7th-AAR Cuda was from 1970 
Port Jefferson 13th-Judge R.B. Gingsburg 

wasn’t around. 
 

 

The clues were found by: 
Richard and Suzie Martin, Tom Salm, Julie 

Gilardi, Phil Abbott  

 
 

 

 

 
The clue will be found 

ONLY in the “Out of 

the Past” section. 

Inspired by the Wilson/

Lenox 3rd Grade 

Bicentennial Tour, Mia 

O’Keefe went home and 

used her birthday money 

to purchase a quill, ink, 

wax and stamp kit. 



 

3 

Relics of Rural Education 
One-Room Schoolhouses 
(Originally published July 1998) 

By: Barbara Adams and Betty Bevans 

 There were originally 124 one-room 

schoolhouses in Shelby County.  The earliest 

schools were log buildings, replaced in the mid-

1800s by frame structures which in turn were 

replaced by brick schools later in the century.  

Many of the schoolhouses had been used for farm 

storage after the schools closed.   36 of the 

remaining buildings have been converted to 

residences, saving them from neglect. 

 Each school had a name, often from the 

family donating the school property or important 

in other respects—Finkenbine, Allen, 

Crumbaugh, Wenger, Redinbo, Fridley, Dilbone, 

Weiskittel.  Other schools took their names from 

local towns or communities—Rhine, Beehive, 

Basinburg, Oran, Bunker Hill, Rumley.  But, 

perhaps the most endearing are those colorful 

names from local features like Snake Valley, 

Muchinippi, and the “Bigs”—Big Woods and Big 

Run.  And, there were the “Trees”— Shady 

Nook, Poplar Knob, Maple Grove, and Walnut 

Grove. 

 

Log schools before brick 

 The first Shelby County School was built 

in 1816.  It was located about 1 mile south of 

Hardin in Turtle Creek Township.  The second 

was a log cabin school built about 1818 in Green 

Township near the old Pioneer Cemetery in 

Plattsville. 

 The earliest schools were log cabins, built 

of round logs with a fireplace in one end and a 

stick chimney, these schools had either a dirt or 

puncheon floor.  Puncheon floors consisted of 

logs cut in half lengthwise with flat sides up. 

 A window could be made by cutting out a 

part of a log and were usually one ‘light’ or pane.  

Glass was too expensive, so greased paper was 

placed over the opening instead.  Seats were 

made by splitting a small log in half lengthwise, 

dressing the flat side smooth and then putting legs 

or pins in the other side to elevate the seat to the 

desired height. 

 Brick schools were usually rectangular in 

shape, with three or four windows on each side  

and one or two doors in the front end.  Schools 

were built where there were enough children to 

attend and where pupils could come from all 

directions and not have to travel more than one or 

two miles.  When there were no longer enough 

children of school age to attend, the school would 

be deserted and one built where it was needed.  

Boys often attended school only during the 

winter months when not needed to help with the 

farming, so they might still be in school at age 

22. 

 

A “Reservoir School” recollection 

 A first-person account of life at the Van 

Buren Township “Reservoir School” in the early 

part of this century stands in sharp contrast to the 

schooling of today. The one-room school sat on 

one acre of ground and was built of brick.  The 

front hall, or vestibule, was about six feet wide 

and served a dual purpose of providing a place to 

hang coats and keeping the cold outside air from 

going directly into the school room in cold 

weather. 

 The other side of the inner wall of the 

vestibule was the back of the school room.  The 

teacher’s desk was at the far end of the room and 

on a level about six inches higher than the floor 

of the area where the students sat. 

 The desks for the students varied in size 

with the smallest desks in front, nearest the 

teacher, and the largest at the back of the room.  

The children sat at a desk that fit, rather than in 

an area for the class they were in.  Between the 

smallest desks and the raised area where the 

teacher’s desk was located were two long 

benches.  Each bench could hold 8 to 10 students.  

One, for the older students, was higher off the 

floor.  The students of a class or subject would sit 

on the benches for their lessons from the teacher 

or for reciting to the teacher.  If two classes were 

studying the same subject they might both be at 

the front of the room, on the benches.  One 

teacher, Tom Riley, had on his desk a bell about 

2 inches in diameter with a push-button on top.  

He would tap this bell to signal that the students  
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on the benches should return to their desks and 

others should come to the benches. 

 The school had a bell in a bell tower on 

top of the school.  A rope from the bell passed 

over a pulley and hung down through an opening 

in the ceiling of the vestibule.  If the person 

ringing the bell pulled too hard, the whole bell 

would tip over, the rope would come off of the 

pulley and a child would be sent to the 

neighboring residence to borrow a ladder so the 

rope could be put back over the pulley.  The bell 

was rung for the start of school at 9 a.m. and at 

noon to tell the children to come in from recess. 

 The heating stove sat in the center of the 

room.  The stove pipe went straight up from the 

stove to about 4 feet from the ceiling where it 

turned and, held up by wires from the ceiling, 

went across to the chimney.  In addition to trying 

to prevent the ceiling getting too hot and catching 

on fire, the heat from the stove pipe going across 

the room to the chimney helped heat the room.  

The floor was made of wood & a circular piece 

of tin was placed under & around the stove to 

prevent the floor from catching on fire from hot 

embers or sparks from the stove.  Coal was used 

and on really cold days the teacher might pay a 

boy 10 cents a day to get to school early to start 

the fire.  The outside of the windows had wire 

netting of 1 inch squares so the balls being used 

in play would not break the windows. 

 No school books were provided by the 

school.  It was up to the family to see that their 

children had the necessary books which were 

then usually handed down to the younger 

children of that family.  When the last child in the 

family was finished with them, the books could 

be sold to another family for half of their original 

price.  New books could be purchased in 

Kettlersville at Poppe’s General Store or from the 

huckster’s wagon that made regular stops at the 

farms.  The huckster’s wagon carried the staples 

not grown on the farm, such as sugar & coffee.  It 

also carried ‘everyday’ clothing, underwear, yard 

goods, etc.  Some items, such as the school 

books, would be ordered one week from the 

huckster and delivered the next week.  The 

farmer’s wife could pay cash or trade eggs for the 

items she needed.  This also saved the time and 

effort of the family having to make a trip to town. 

 In addition to the necessary books, each 

student was to bring a wooden pencil and a pencil 

box.  The pencil box was made of wood and was 

about 6 or 7 inches long, about 3 inches wide and 

divided into compartments.  Pencils of natural 

wood color were called ‘penny pencils’ and cost 

a penny for each.  Bright colored pencils cost 5 

cents each. 

 Each student was also to have a double 

slate with a wooden frame that was bound or 

covered with cloth.  This was two slates hinged 

together so that they opened like a book and thus 

provided four sides to write on.  The cloth 

covered frame was to prevent the noise these 

slates would otherwise make banging together as 

they were turned to expose a fresh writing 

surface. 

 There were no workbooks to write in as 

the students of today have.  The only book 

written in was the writing tablet used for 

penmanship, which was considered a very 

important subject.   The tablet showed examples 

of how each letter should be written.  Pens and 

ink were used for penmanship.  Paper was 

expensive and was conserved by using the slates 

to do all calculating or arithmetic problems, with 

only the answers being written on the paper.  

Essays were also written on paper. 

 Chalk or a slate pencil was used to write 

on the slate.  The slate pencil was about the 

diameter of today’s round lollypop stick and 7 or 

8 inches in length.  Each student brought a piece 

of cloth to use to clean his or her slate.  Half of 

the cloth would be made wet with water from the 

pump or water bucket and the dry half was to be 

used to dry the slate.  It was not unusual, if the 

teacher wasn’t looking, that the slate was wetted 

by the student’s spit and wiped with the student’s 

sleeve or elbow. 

 The coal shed was close to the road and 

contained coal for the stove and kindling to start 

the fire.  Two outhouses, one for boys and one 

for girls, were along the back fence, about 200 

feet from the school and each contained an old 

Sears and Roebuck catalogue for use as 

necessary. 

 The space between the school and 

outhouses was the play area.  This was a dirt 

clearing.  What grass grew here never needed to  
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be mowed.  During the months school was in 

session, the feet of the students at play kept it 

worn down and during the summer months a 

neighboring farmer would pasture his cows there.  

In those days only horse and buggies traveled the 

roads so the students could also play on the road. 

 When the weather was warm enough, the 

students came to school ‘barefoot.’  This saved 

the wear on the shoes and the feet of the students 

were tough enough that they didn’t mind walking 

on the dirt or gravel of the roads.  Schools were 

built just far enough apart that the maximum 

walking distance would be no more than 2 or 2½ 

miles one way.  It would be very rare for a 

student to be brought to school in a buggy.  The 

students carried their lunch unless they lived very 

near the school.  School was rarely cancelled and 

then only if there was a raging blizzard. 

 The water pump was in the yard, usually 

at the front of the school and one tin cup was 

used by all.  If the pump was frozen up or 

otherwise not working, a trip to the nearest farm 

for a bucket of water was necessary.  Then one 

dipper was used by all to get a drink. 

 Unless a student lived very near the 

school and could run home at noon, lunch was 

brought from home to the school.  It usually 

consisted of a sandwich or homemade bread and 

a fried sausage patty or a slice of cold roast beef.  

The meat was homegrown.  The families didn’t 

have much cash and it was a rare treat to have a 

hot-dog or a cold meat as it cost 15 cents a 

pound, which was a lot of money in those days.  

They might also have a cookie or an apple for 

lunch, or bread with butter or preserves. 

 Students from the few more well-to-do 

families might carry lunch in a store-bought 

lunch bucket which had a leather strap.  The 

bucket was made of sturdy pasteboard, and was 

ruined if it got wet.  The lunch bucket most 

students used was an old corn syrup bucket.  

When the family ran out of homemade syrup, 

they purchased syrup which came in a one gallon 

bucket.  When the bucket was emptied it became 

a lunch bucket for a student.  If the empty syrup 

bucket was larger, such as a two gallon size, all 

the children of the family might carry all their 

lunches in the one bucket.  This worked out fine, 

as all grades had lunch at the same time. 

This is the Wenger one-room schoolhouse  

located at 1135 Amsterdam Road in Anna. 



 

Top Photo: Dr. David R. Silver 
2nd Photo: Jennie (Fry) and Edith Silver 

3rd Photo: Arthur Silver 

Bottom Photo: Bertha Silver 

6 

Ala Mysteries 

at the Museum, 

a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Mysteries at the  
Ross Historical Center! 

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

Written by: Society Curator Jane Bailey 

A Collection of Cabinet Card Photographs 
 

 Every now and then we receive various items from different societies 

across the state of Ohio. Recently, a donation came to the Ross Historical 

Center from the Auglaize County Historical Society that consisted of several 

warranty deeds, old school books, and a collection of cabinet card 

photographs from various Sidney studios. Within this collection, there 

appeared to be several photographs that were possibly linked to each as they 

each contained the last name of “Silver” written on the back. It’s always a big 

mystery when identifying the subjects of studio photographs such as these, 

especially when barely any additional information was given with the 

accession. Photographs with no information written on the back are rarely 

identified, so it’s very important to write as much information as you know on 

the back of photographs you own. Curiosity got the better of me to see if any 

of these “Silver” names were related, and to my surprise it was a complete 

family! David and Jennie Silver and their three children, Bertha, Arthur, and 

Edith, were all captured on the fronts of these cabinet cards. The next mystery 

to solve was what kind of lives might these people have led? 

The D. R. Silver Family 
 

 The head of the Silver family, Mr. David R. Silver, was born in 1844 and was originally from northern Ohio 

near Wooster.  He entered into the Vermillion Institute in Hayesville, Ohio which upon his completion led him to 

follow the course of study of medicine. In March of 1868 he graduated from the Jefferson Medical College of 

Philadelphia, after which he practiced for three years in Wayne County before moving to Sidney. Shortly after his 

arrival, Dr. Silver founded and helped organize the Shelby County Medical Society in 1871. On May 7, 1872, David 

married Jane E. (Jennie) Fry. Together, they had three children: Bertha, Arthur, and Edith. Dr. Silver remained in 

Sidney the rest of his life as a physician and an elder at the Presbyterian church. He was also a member of the Ohio 

State Medical Association and its president in 1908, a member of the Ohio State Sanitary Association in 1885.   He 

wrote various medical papers on a wide variety of topics, some of which he presented at conventions of the Ohio 

State Medical Association. In 1907, Dr. Silver spoke on “The Medical Inspection of Public Schools” down in 

Dayton. A paper from Akron once wrote an article about him using the newly coined term “frazzle” in one of his 

medical talks. Dr. Silver was the oldest practicing physician in Sidney at the time of his death on December 6, 1911. 

 Jane E. (also known as Jennie) Fry was born on November 16, 1851, and spent the majority of her life within 

Shelby County. She passed away in 1919 and is buried alongside her husband in Graceland Cemetery. Their oldest 

daughter, Bertha, was born on May 12, 1873. She graduated from Sidney High School in 1891. Unfortunately, she 

passed away from brain fever at the young age of 20 on March 17, 1894. Their only son, Arthur, was born on June 

19, 1880. He followed his father’s footprints and studied medicine, graduating first from Miami University and then 

the Medical College of Ohio, taking up Dr. Silver’s practice in Sidney upon his father’s death. Arthur enlisted in the 

US Army during WWI where he served as a lieutenant for the 148th Infantry. He eventually moved to Illinois and 

married Jodave McClintock; he passed away there from pneumonia on January 10, 1926. Their youngest daughter, 

Edith, was born on January 7, 1886. She remained in Sidney and married Damon Quinn. Their children were 

William Quinn and Jane (Quinn) Hummel, who both became notable residents of Sidney. Edith passed away at the 

ripe old age of 94 on March 3, 1980. Edith and her husband are both buried in Graceland Cemetery. 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1950-69 Years Ago-JULY 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (8th)-Mrs. Richard Salm entertained Friday 
evening with a party in honor of Mrs. Fred Griffis Jr., of 
Glen Ridge, New Jersey, who with her daughter and son is 
a Sidney guest with Mr. and Mrs. Fred Griffis Sr. and Mrs. 
And Mrs. Philber Abe.  A delicious salad course was served 
at the close of the evening following a round of bridge.  
First and second honors were captured by Mrs. Thom 
Studevant and Mrs. Mauritz Seashore.  Mrs. J. Oliver Amos 
was consoled.  Guests included Mrs. Studevant, Mrs. 
Amos, Mrs. L. R. Oiler, Mrs. Robert Lesher, Mrs. Marvin 
Woodruff, Mrs. Frank Amman, Mrs. Seashore, a visitor 
from New York, and the honored guests. 
 

SIDNEY (11th)-In the picture in tonight’s paper shows a 
Ford Custom Deluxe Club Coups-There are eleven choices 
of colors (Dover Gray, Hawthorne Green, Matador Red, 
Sportsman Green, Osage Green, Demon Brown, 
Cambridge Maroon, Palisade Green, Meadow Green, 
Vermillion, and Sunland Beige) combined with new interior 
styling featured in the 1950 Ford Custom Deluxe Club 
Coupe and many other 1950 Ford models now available at 
your local Ford dealer. Be sure to see this beautiful Club 
Coupe at the Glore Auto Sales on the corner of Fair and 
Water streets in Sidney.   
 

SIDNEY (18th)-Softball mid-summer madcap-better 
known as the Shelby county tournament-headed for Anna 
with hopeful design of a drier setting after getting no 
farther along than a horse on a tread mill in curtain raising 
ceremonies at Holy Angels field on Monday evening.  A 
“To be Continued” footnote was tacked onto the inaugural 
program here last night after a cloud burst halted 
proceedings just as the Houston-Sidney Dairy lid lifter was 
nearly the end of a lopsided exhibition.  But even though 
Houston’s grange was hanging on the ropes when the 
elements mercifully put an end to the 12-0 slaughter, the 
latter cannot be officially recognized as final.  According to 
the little item on length of games in the rule book, each and 
every tournament outing must go the full limit of seven 
innings to pass inspections of the big wigs. 
 

SHELBY COUNTY (20th)-Dan Cupid was a “hustler” 
this year in Shelby county!  He scored 20 more marriages in 
1950 than in 1949 during the so-called “favorite” months 
of weddings...the spring, April, May, June.  This year’s total 
is 85 while in 1949 the total was 65.  June this year was the 
favorite of them all!  Its total reached 35 marriage license 
issued, according to the records in the office of Shelby 
county Probate Court.  In May, the number was 30, and in 
April 20.  Total 85. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
THE SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

100 Years Ago-JULY-1919 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

DAWSON (4th)-All roads lead to Evergreen Lake by the 
way, W. M. Ginn, the proprietor of this beautiful lake, is 
erecting a large new bath house, building more cottages, 
putting on more boats in order to take care of the 
hundreds of people going there daily...Warren E. Souders, 
who has been with the 7th Division in France received his 
discharge and returned to his home Tuesday.   
 

SHELBY CT.- The following named boys are spending a 
week’s vacation camping at Evergreen Lake:  Jerome 
Raterman, Bernard Tynark, Jerome Wagner, Porter 
Wagoner, Leo Ovenden, Frank Amann, Joseph Wagner, 
William McGill, Carl Brandewie, all of Sidney, and Joseph 
Wagner of Tiffin. 
 

SIDNEY-The contract was let Thursday by The Wagner 
Manufacturing Co. for the construction of a new addition 
to their already extensive manufacturing plant.  The new 
building will be a two and three story modern fire proof 
building built of re-enforced concrete and structural steel.  
It will be 200 feet by 80 feet and the contract calls for it to 
be ready for occupancy in 45 days.  The successful bidders 
on the work were The U. S. Structural Co., with offices at 
Dayton and New York. 
 

SPORTS-Jack Dempsey, the new heavy-weight champion 
of the world, was a Sidney visitor Sunday afternoon.  He 
came through this city on his way to Cincinnati where he 
appeared in the evening.  Dempsey stopped his car a few 
minutes to inquire the road to Cincinnati.  But a few 
persons knew that he was in the city and after getting some 
“gas” the big boy and his party continued on their journey 
southward.  The new champion was in the best of humor. 
 

SHELBY CT. (18th)-A load of wheat which was being 
hauled to the threshing machine on the C. C. Marshall 
farm southwest of the city, caught fire from sparks from 
the threshing engine Wednesday afternoon.  The flames 
spread very rapidly and for a time the surrounding 
buildings were threatened.  The entire load was destroyed 
entailing a loss of about $75. 
 

NEWPORT (25th)-William Shappie, a son of Louis 
Shappie, living southwest of Newport, returned home 
Tuesday from overseas.  He brought his bride home with 
him, a young lady he met and married in France in the 
service.  He served in the infantry and was with the 
Seventh Division for 17 months.  Being of French decent 
he speaks French fluently and on account of this was 
selected as an interpreter.  He served in the thickest of the 
fighting and was wounded in the leg by a bursting shell. 
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