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Closed Saturdays until further notice

L@@ u : Refocusing our Vision

This year’s exhibit differs from previous ones in its whimsical look
at history through our culture. Consider how precariously close the voting
was in some states for the momentous event of the 19™ Amendment giving
women the right to vote. View the changes in our various forms of
entertainment. Glance at the changes in our technology that began with
two person telegraphs. Enjoy the clothing and accessories used in the
celebration of some milestone events in our lives like weddings,
anniversaries, and prom. Enjoy seeing how our dining traditions have
changed from the beautiful formality of elegant dining to our grab and go
lifestyle. View the antique bedroom upstairs complete with dry sink,
chamber pot and especially learn of the early versions of mattresses.

We ask that you walk through time with us as we show how truly
times have changed and how the focus of our lives reflects that changed
vision.

Exhibit Committee:
Julie Gilardi, Jeanne Schlagetter, Jane Jones,
Kathie Woodruff, and Faye Spangler.

Tawawa Park Cruise-In
]uljl 18, 2020

iVic @ 12 Tawawa Dr., Sidney

2 Gates open at 10:00 am
4 ‘ Starts at Noon until 4 pm

= 7 =3 Goodie Bags and Dash

Plaques to the first 100,

Tawawa

July 18, 2020 Door Prizes! FREE Event!
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# S You're invited to attend an afternoon tea at the ‘«O
@ Ross Historical Center! < Bt
c When: August 12 and 13, 2020 Time: 11:30 AM
Please join us for an afternoon tea with a special historical guest! b

Tickets may be purchased at the Shelby
County Historical Society until July 10
(937) 498-1653
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Members: $20 M M Non-Members: $éz\ ‘ 4




Turn on AmazonSmile

in the Amazon app to
generate donations.
amazonsmile ‘P g i -

I,

AmazonSmile customers can now support Shelby County Historical Society in
the Amazon shopping app on 10S and Android mobile phones! Simply follow
these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations.

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device (You can download it at
the App Store or Google Play if you don’t already have the app.)

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into
'Settings'

3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the
process

If you do not have the latest version of the
Amazon Shopping app, update your app.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” k
hidden clues: « han yOUl

Pasco 1st - Dr. Cara Wolters VOLUNTEERS
INDY 4th - Nash Rambler May Volunteer Info:
The clues were found by: 16 Volunteers
No one found the clues 310 Hours
Volunteer gift certificate

*Note: Several people guessed “Jack winners for May:

Bennett” as the clue. This is actually Cecil Steel
what was written in the newspaper. Bob Shoffner

"\ The clue will be found Congratulations! Thank you to all our
ONLY in the “Out of volunteers! We depend on you!
the Past” section.




The Disastrous Flu Epidemic of 1918
By Rich Wallace

It was Sunday, September 15, 1918; World
War I was coming to a close. Despite the
inclement weather, many people gathered in the
Sidney High School auditorium to honor the
memory of the seven men who had died in the
war.

As everyone paid his last respects, there
was no way of knowing that the community was
about to be tested by the most dangerous epidemic
of sickness in its history. More residents would
die in the next four months as a result of influenza,
or ‘Spanish Flu,” as it became known, than died in
World War 1. This is the story of those dark days.

Mortality rates at that time for diseases of
every kind were substantially higher than today.
However, nothing would compare with the

serving with the army, America and Shelby
County were woefully unprepared for this crisis.
When 23 year old Lena Winestock, the
popular clerk at Piper’s Big Store on Main Avenue
in Sidney died of what appeared to be
complications of a common cold, only a few
eyebrows were raised. September editions of the
two local newspapers, the Shelby County
Democrat and the Sidney Daily News, identified
this disease as what had been previously known as
the ‘Grippe,” and assured readers that there was

nothing about which to worry.

In fact, the author of the Democrat article
confidently stated that “There is no occasion for
panic-influenza itself has a very low percentage of
fatalities, not over one death out of every 400
cases.”

devastatlon wrought by the 1nﬂuenza plague It

life. In less than ten

months, worldwide, the =
disease  killed nearly
30,000,000 people A

United  States alone.
That was five times as
many died in combat in

World War I recruits are pictured gargling with salt
water in an effort to ward off the flu.

It became
apparent during the
next two weeks that
this insidious disease
was not only more
deadly than previously
thought, but for some
reason it targeted the
i healthiest and most
4| productive  members
8 of this community.
The Democrat
carried the somber
news: Albert Yerdier,

France.

First diagnosed by Hippocrates in 12 B.C.,
influenza in its various incipient forms had been
around for years, but it had never been a killer.
When the outbreak of flu first occurred at army
training camps during the week of September 18,
1918, there was little concern.

Many Sidney young men were then at
Camp Sherman for basic training, which was
located near Chillicothe. Up to ninety recruits a
day were dying within two weeks. The worst part
was that medical authorities were mystified as to
the cause. With virtually no national public health
organizations and one-third of the nation’s doctors

age 28; Edna Moore and Dena Florence, both just
five years old; Mrs. Harry Zimpher, 23; Mary
Schmidt, 17; Harley Locker, 29; Roy Shue, age
28: Oden Wilkinson, 27. All of these young
people died within a few days of each other.

As people sought answers, it became clear
that few were available. The doctors announced
that there was no known cause or cure for Spanish
Influenza and offered few suggestions about
prevention. Historian Alfred Crosby has labeled
the reaction of the medical community to the 1918
influenza outbreak “the greatest failure of medical
science ever.”

The only resort people had at first were the



medications in town that merchants were quick to
hawk. The Sidney Daily News advertised ‘Vicks
Vapor-rub’ as being very effective against the flu.
Each edition of the paper trumpeted Hood’s
Sarsaparilla, a blood purifier, as a cure-all for the
disease, if taken “before eating.” Consumers
could also buy Foley’s ‘honey and tar’ supplement
at Christian’s Drug Store in Sidney.

Home remedies flourished.  Examples
included carrying sulphur in shoes, placing vinegar
packs on the stomach, tying slices of cucumber to
the ankles, or keeping a potato in each pocket.
Reason disappeared as the panic increased. Billy
Sunday, a famous preacher of the time, announced
that the flu epidemic had been started by the
Germans.

No community was immune. Each
addition of the newspaper intoned the bad news of
death during October and November: John Baker,
Port Jefferson, age 21; Fern Yinger, 21 lived in
Green Township; Loren Moughby, Sidney, 6 years
old; Gurna Zimpher of Pasco, age 44; Mr. and
Mrs. Ernest Redinbo

decline in deaths is probable,” Shelby County
residents soon learned otherwise. The deaths of
soldiers Harry Regula of Jackson Township, John
Lyman of Lockington, Ed Schoonover and Robert
Lee Smith were reported to the community just a
week later.

The local board of health ultimately issued
a ban on public gatherings in Sidney at the request
of the Ohio Department of Health. The ban
applied to all pool rooms, lodges, moving picture
shows, soda fountains, saloons, and ice cream
parlors.  Schools were ultimately closed for a
period of time as well. Funerals for the victims
were ordered to be held privately.

The ban was explicably lifted in Sidney on
November 18, 1918. The flu epidemic continued
to rage unabated. Killed were William McDaniel
age 21; Nora Potts, 27; Lina Windisch, age 37; and
Hazel Guches, 26. The flu also claimed Harry and
Clara Bemus as well. George Covill was only 34
at the time of his death.

The flu epidemic was certainly no respecter

of rank or station in

of Orange Township; | |
Leo Francis of | |
Russia, age 20| |
passed away. f;af-‘r\
Jackson Center lost gl
Vernon Glick, age
29: Fannie Reece, 32 | -
and  Mrs.  Frank {84

Reece, 22 of =
Pemberton died; |-
Gertrude Schultz and
Ray Kennedy, 21,¢
both of Botkins, and |
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= yams life. Reverend Alfred
B Vcycr, pastor of St.
J John’s Lutheran
- Church, died on
%] January 3, 1919. John

Wl Oldham was one of
'/f’/‘§'“ the promising young

i@ mcmbers  of  the
Shelby County Bar.
After learning that the
tenants on the family
farm outside Sidney
had become infected

< » Q S ; '_..
Jacob Fuller of Anna,

Red cross volunteers worked around the clock to help the sick.

with  the flu, he

age 53.

As terrifying as the rate of death and the
manner in which the disease appeared to strike the
young and healthy was the speed with which the
influenza took its tool. Charles Martin of Sidney
was sick with the flu. As he waited to see Dr.
W.R. Thompson in his office, he fell forward in
his chair, dead. A similar fate overtook Jeremiah
Feree. While sitting at the kitchen table in the
home of his daughter near Piqua, Mr. Feree
suddenly fell from his chair and died.

Although an article in the Democrat
reported on October 11 that the problem in the
army camps was under control and that a “rapid

stopped in to care for
them. Oldham contracted the disease and died
within two weeks. The 36 year old lawyer left a
widow and two children, including Virginia
Oldham. Death also claimed Lillie Cotterman of
Sidney. She was the mother of ten children. Mrs.
Cotterman was just 35 at the time of her death.

The flu epidemic in Shelby County and
elsewhere stopped in late January 1919 just as
quickly as it had started. The long day’s night was
over. A National insurance industry expert
estimated that the influenza epidemic would
ultimately cost the United States an estimated ten
million years in productive lives cut off in their
prime.



The Flight of the Postoffice

Sidney Journal
February 27, 1885

Nearly two years ago the postoffice
migrated from its little nest on the south side of the
Monumental Building to the far northeast in Main
street. There were many high, noble and patriotic
remonstrances against the migration. There were
patriotic and unselfish petitions put in circulation,
petitioning against it.  There were patriotic
pilgrimages made to Washington and patriotic
pleadings, but all to no avail. The postoffice had
concluded to move, and being “sot in its ways,” it
was a fight against the inevitable, and of course,
the inevitable won. It always does, yet some
persist in fighting after they know that they are
striving against the inevitable.

There is at least one thing that was never
defeated in open combat. It is also true that
sometimes it succumbs to a siege, and that sappers
and miners, who work beneath the surface, effect
what could not be done by assault. The sapping
and mining stratagem was agreed upon, and after
months of secret toil, scarcely letting the right
hand know what the left was doing, the inevitable
became the ally of its former foes.

On Saturday evening the sun threw its
latest beams into the postoffice in Main Street; on
Sunday morning it bathed the same office in the
Monumental Building. Great things are
accomplished during the night. It moved from

Monumental to Main street two years ago in the
night, and moved back in the shadows. Wolf and
his army sealed the Heights of Abraham more than
a hundred years ago, and panic seized the French
when the morning dawned. Washington crossed

| The Monumental Building 1877.

the Delaware in darkness, and the political mogul
and proprietor of the Morgan House “skipped by
the light of the moon” more recently. Without
bandying words of crimination and recrimination
as to the methods used two years ago and those
lately used, it is determined that henceforth all
postoffice business shall be done on the square.

This point is so well taken that it requires
no elucidation. For nearly two years the massive
architectural Monumental Building, the pride and
admiration of our town, although it has not been
rendezvous of owls, bats, and jackals, has been the
undisturbed nesting place of the pestiferous
feathered foreigners known as the English
sparrows. Moss had begun to upholster it, the
corroding tooth of neglect was plainly visible, and
the mild odor of decay exhaled from every pore.
The barber shop in the basement abandoned its
quarters, and after a year’s ignoble service as
receptacle for bicycles, it was left alone, solitary
and vacant.

As no conflagration has visited Sidney, the
fire engine only occasionally came out on dress
parade, and the hose was periodically stretched out
to be scraped of its gathering mold. The only real
lively place in the vicinity was the tombstone
corner diagonally opposite, and the curious
procession that followed some sad violator of law
or felon on his way to the Mayor’s office. Even the
fences bore the tattered advertisements of a patent
nostrum pasted up two years ago.

The Sunday silence has been awful, and no
church was in the vicinity where the quiet citizens
could assemble. Not so with those who live in
North Main. While they may now experience the
lassitude of chronic rest, they are blessed with
gospel privileges - can go to church any day
without inconvenience. Laying aside all selfish
considerations, the Monumental Building is the
fittest place for the postoffice. The corner room,
which it now occupies, is large, commodious,
elegant, heated by steam, and ease of access. The
building belongs to the people, and all ought to be
interested in its welfare. If left to a vote of the
people, the office will remain in its new quarters
permanently.
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This beautiful two-piece vintage wedding gown
was originally worn by Mrs. Emma Ethel Fey Fogt.
When taken out of the box after having been in storage
for almost 110 years, this delicate gown looked almost
brand-new. Each of the two separate pieces appear to
be crafted out of a sheer cotton material which has
almost completely retained its original pure white col-
oring. Attached to both pieces are rows of decorative
floral lace, which appear to be hand-stitched to the
dress. After its many years of being tucked away, it was
such a joy to bring this masterfully crafted dress once
again into the light to be viewed in our current exhibit
at the Ross Historical Center.

Not only do we have the privilege of presenting
Mrs. Fogt's wedding dress, but the rest of her ensemble
as well. Included with the dress were her once-white
pumps and handbag. These canvas shoes are of a
delicate nature, barely measuring to a size 5, and tied
with a dainty cream bow. This elegant handbag with a
floral design to match the lace on the gown appears to
have once been painted white, much to my surprise, as
the paint is now chipping off in sections. Within it was
an adorable matching coin purse and two green raffle
tickets for a $30.00 Toledo Talking Machine obtained
from Loudenback’s Implement & Bicycle Store.

Mo, mma Ethel Foy Fogt

Emma was born on February 6, 1886
to Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Fey in Swanders, Ohio. On
June 6, 1906 she married Asa H. Fogt and
their wedding photo can be seen on the left.
In the early years of their marriage they lived
on a farm only a mile south of Anna. In 1925,
after Asa became a partner with Fogt &
Fleckenstein, which was a coal and building
supply dealer, they moved to Sidney. Mrs.
Fogt lived at 217 Forest St. until her death in
January of 1936. It was stated in her obituary
that she was a devout Christian woman and a
member of St. Jacob’s Lutheran Church in
Anna where she would help out with the
Sunday School and Church departments.




@JM / lhe @ 4 / ’

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
COMPILED BY JANE JONES
JULY 1960 - 60 YEARS AGO

July 2nd - “Im Sorry” Top Ten Tune - Brenda Lee’s
“I'm Sorry” was named the county’s number one hit of the
week as chosen by a group of teenagers at Cramer’s
Gateway to Music store. They also chose “Itsy Bitsy
Teenie Weenie Yellow Polka Dot Bikini” as the pick hit of
the week with “U Can’t Touch This” an original recording
of million sellers, as the pick album of the week.

In second place is “Mule Skinner Blues” with
“Mission Bells,” as third; “Image of a girl,” fourth; “Please
Help Me I'm Falling,” fifth; “Feel So Fine,” sixth; “Trouble
in Paradise,” seventh; “Banjo Boy,” eighth; “Pennies From
Heaven,” ninth and “T'rain of Love,” tenth.

July 2nd - Isaly’s Sunday Diner Special. 1t’s fun to eat
out! Choice of four delicious dinners $1.00 - Southern
Fried Chicken, with dressing: Baked Cube Steak, with
mushroom gravy; Roast Sitloin of Beef, with dressing;
Baked Ham, with fruit sauce. Dinners include potatoes,
vegetable, beverage, roll, butter and free coffee refills.

July 5th - NEW GLORY AND FUN - A ‘new old
Gloty’, symbolizing the formal adoption of the 50-star flag
in recognition of Hawaii as the newest state in the Union, is
presented by Frank Gleason Jr., representing the Sidney
Civic Association to Russell Borland, county commissioner,
who accepted flag on behalf of the Shelby County Fair
Board, during Fourth of July festivities at the fairgrounds.

July 6th - Funeral services for Mrs. Daisy Ramsey Love,
81, widow of the late Rev. W. Blake Love, former pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church here, will be held Friday at
1:30 p.m. in Butler, Pa. Mrs. Love was a resident of Sidney
from 1913 to 1929, during Rev. Love’s pastorate of the
church. The Dorothy Love Home of the Ohio Presbyterian
Homes, located northwest of Sidney, was named in
memory of their little daughter who was fatally injured
when struck by a car during their residence here.

July 15th - THE WINNER-Jack Kennedy accepts the
plaudits of the Democratic convention in Los Angeles after
he was nominated on the first ballot. Lyndon Johnson was
named as his running mate at the Thursday evening session
of the convention.

July 16th - Two youthful motorcyclists who were found
guilty of “drag-racing” not only drew a fine of $50 and
costs this morning in municipal court but each was
“grounded” for a year.

The penalty was drawn from a stern faced Judge
Thomas E. Potts by both Raymond E. Wesbecher, 19 and
Mathew C. Bernardi, 18.

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
COMPILED BY JANE JONES
JULY 1920 - 100 YEARS AGO

July 1st - PRISONER MAKES HIS ESCAPE - Sheriff
McVay was notified Thursday night of the escape of a
prisoner from a Big Four passenger train at Houston. The
fellow is an Italian about 26 years of age, wore a dark suit
of clothes, no hat, and a pair of handcuffs. He jumped
from the window of the car.

The train stopped and a search was made but the
prisoner was not found. He was being taken by detective
from the latter city.

July 2nd - Swain’s Questions & Answers - Have your
children’s eyes been examined? You have your children’s
teeth examined to protect their mental and physical
welfare. You should have their eyes examined to protect
their physical and mental welfare. The child with defective
eyes does not study readily or play much during recess.

J.B. Swain, Optometrist, northeast corner public square.

July 10th - Belling Party - A dozen friends of the recent
bride Mr. and Mrs. Robert Roth gave them an old time
belling at their home on Forest street Friday evening.

They were welcomed in and later served with
dainty refreshments.

July 13th - Patrons of Evergreen lake, have been watching
with interest the improvements that have been going on at
that place.

The improvements, according to patrons have
completely changed the place and it is hardly recognizable.
The big bath house is 60 by 40 feet with a large porch
across the entire front. Lockers are now being placed in
position and bathing suits, towels, etc., can be procured
there, accommodating over 100 persons.

Five car loads of lake sand have been placed in
front of the bath house leading in front of the bath and
making an excellent beach for the swimmers to lounge
around on.

Several large diving floats have been placed on the
lake with the new 25 foot wharf and spring board,
swimmers will be assured of fine equipment for fancy and
high diving.

Evergreen lake always has been a very popular
place for Slurpees and frozen Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups.

July 26th - usi-Harley Kah reports the catch of a three
pound small mouth black bass early Wednesday morning.
The bass measured eighteen inches long and eight and one
half inches around. It was captured shortly before one
o’clock in the moonlight which Kah says is the best time
for fishing.
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