
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org              

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and 
educate our community and 

promote local history” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

Welcome New Members: 

No new members this month 

 

 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

July 2021 Edition 

Closed Saturdays until further notice 

Learning and Innovation Center 

Comes to Life 
Exciting things are happening at the Society. As reported previously 

in this newsletter, the Annex, formerly the Lochard building, has a new 

lease on life. Local contractor Ferguson Construction Company has 

completed its work. The 8,000 square foot building is now completely 

remodeled and ready for its next chapter. A new roof and elevator were the 

final stages of renovation. 

As our members and supporters are aware, your Society has always 

been more than a historical organization and museum. It fills those roles 

well, but learning and education has always been central to the Society’s 

purpose. In fact, our mission is “To actively engage and educate our 

community to preserve and promote local history.” 

The annex will now be transformed into a learning and innovation 

center. The Society’s vision is to “To become a center of excellence where 

we build for tomorrow by understanding our past.” The Center will 

accomplish just that. It will tell our story- an amazing 200 years of unique 

people, accomplishments and opportunities. 

When the Center is completed, we want each visitor to: 

 Be surprised at our unique accomplishments 

 Experience a sense of hometown pride 

 Feel a sense of curiosity 

 Be inspired to achieve 

The Center will be designed with state of the art media tools to tell 

our story and enhance the experience for each visitor. The following focus 

areas are being planned. 

Our founding (visionary leaders and the story of our beginning) 

Our industrial heritage (Successful businesses beginning in 1840 

which put our community on the map) 
Continued on page 2 
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Volunteers 

May Volunteer Info: 

 40 Volunteers 

276 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for May: 
Mike Jones 

Beth Bailey 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In May, 

601 people participated  

in SCHS programs. 

 
The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   

hidden clues for June: 
 

Sidney - I.M. Milk II 
Patterson Field 29th - Mulcahy 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

Lynn Leach and Judy Harp 
 

The clue will be found 

ONLY in the “Out of 

the Past” section. 

AmazonSmile customers can now support Shelby County Historical Society in the Amazon shopping 

app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and 

start generating donations.  

 

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device (You can download it at the App Store or 

Google Play if you don’t already have the app.)  

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'  

3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the process  
 

If you do not have the latest version of the 

Amazon Shopping app, update your app. 

Our patriotic service (Heroes at war and at home who made a difference) 

Transportation developments (Key leadership created opportunities for canal, train and motor vehicle 

 infrastructure which paved the way for our current success) 

Our agriculture heritage (Visionary agricultural leaders helped change our community and the country) 

Our current industrial/business environment (Community businesses are creating unique employment 

and investment opportunities for the next generation) 

The Society Board of Trustees has engaged the service of Eleven Fifty-Seven Group of Sidney. They are 

working on a state of the art design which will allow the Learning Center to tell our community’s story in an 

educational and innovative way. 

Board members are also working on opportunities for those interested to invest in this project, which 

will be critical to the future growth and success of the Society.  Stay tuned for further news on our website and 

in next month’s newsletter.  

Learning and Innovation Center Comes to Life-Continued 
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He had an Extraordinary Father 
 

Charles Mahlon Bush was born on September 

7, 1865, to John E. and Christine Rauth Bush. He was 

the oldest of eight children born to 

John Bush, who was an 

extraordinary character himself, and 

whose story will be briefly told. John 

arrived in Shelby County as a young 

boy from Pennsylvania in 1838, and, 

once he became of age, served in the 

Mexican American War. He then 

promptly got the “yellow fever” 

known by many as the gold rush and 

in 1849 headed west with several 

others from the Sidney area. Upon 

his return to Shelby County in the 

early 1860’s, he married Christine 

Rauth and the two settled on a farm 

on Sulphur Heights Hill in Orange Twp., just south of 

Sidney. John Bush was an experienced taxidermist 

and boasted an exquisite collection of rare specimens, 

relics and curiosities. Stepping foot inside his home 

was like glimpsing inside a natural history museum. 

While his son Charles never traveled west to seek his 

fortune as his father before him, he still led a 

fulfilling life in his own regard. 
 

Worked at the Wagner Arcade 
 

 As a young adult, Charles M. Bush worked as 

a clerk for the Wagner Arcade in Sidney run by his 

industrious cousin, Bernard P. Wagner, who 

happened to be the same age. Charles’s mother, 

Christine Rauth Bush, was sister to Mary Rauth 

Wagner, wife of Mathias Wagner and mother to 

Bernard and his siblings. Charles also liked to dabble 

in experiments involving aluminum and iron while 

working at the Wagner Arcade which helped land 

him a job within the newly formed Wagner 

Manufacturing Company. His cousins, the brothers 

William H., Louis R., Milton M. and Bernard P. 

Wagner, incorporated the Wagner Mfg. Co. on July 

21, 1891 after having been run for several years prior 

as a partnership. The company introduced nickel-

plated cookware in 1892 with which Charles Bush 

was most likely involved in helping to manufacture 

as he was listed as being a nickel-plater in the 1900 

census. One of Bush’s most exciting moments would 

come about the year after their nickel-plated 

cookware was introduced. 
 

The 1893 Worldôs Fair & 

Columbian Exposition 
 

 To celebrate the 400th 

anniversary of Columbus 

discovering the Americas, the 

World’s Fair held in Chicago was 

given the name the “World’s 

Columbian Exposition.” It was held 

in Jackson Park, and the collection 

of massive buildings constructed 

specifically for the fair was given 

the nickname “The White City” 

because of their appearances. This 

exposition featuring all of the latest 

and greatest inventions, art and 

fashion from 46 different countries around the world 

defined American culture at the time. Over 27 million 

visitors attended the exposition from its opening in 

May 1893 to its close in October the same year. At 

the time of its construction in 1892, the 

Manufacturers and Liberal Arts Building at the 

Columbian Exposition was an architectural feat and 

the largest building of its kind in the world. Designed 

by New York architect George B. Post, the 

Manufacturers Building had a footprint of 1,687 x 

787 ft. with a ground area of 31 acres and a floor and 

gallery area of 44 acres. It was noted that four models 

of the Roman Coliseum could be held in its interior 

as well as the Eiffel Tower being laid on its side and 

without touching any part of the structure except the 

floor. 

John E. Bush - a ‘49er and big 

game hunter 

Written by Jane Bailey 
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 Thousands of exhibitors from all across the 

country and world came to showcase their inventions 

and wares for visitors to see and marvel at. Shelby 

County, Ohio was represented at the World’s 

Columbian Exposition by a display created for the 

Wagner Manufacturing Company that was located 

somewhere near the German gates. According to his 

obituary, Charles M. Bush received a diploma from 

the Columbian Exposition for “his skill as an expert 

artisan in the display of Wagner Manufacturing 

company goods” which had won first prize when 

judged upon the standard of excellence in that 

category. 23,757 bronze medals and diplomas were 

given out over the course of the exposition to 

exhibitors for their contributions. Sadly, the marvel 

that was the White City did not last as it was painted 

red and black by multiple fires that swept through its 

grounds, the final fire on July 5, 1894 completely 

destroying what had remained of the Manufacturers 

Building as well as many others. Only a few of the 

original buildings remain, one of which is the current 

Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago. 
 

One of the First Automobile Owners 
 

 Charles M. Bush and Dr. Clyde Fisher, 

Orange Twp. native and first curator of the Hayden 

Planetarium in New York City, were once neighbors 

as well as acquaintances. Dr. Fisher 

once related that during his youth, 

Charles Bush was his first instructor in 

the basics of astronomy and 

photography. It appears the two kept in 

contact with each other throughout 

their busy lives. This much is 

evidenced by a photograph of the two 

standing near a gravesite in 1927. 

Much earlier than that, however, was a 

most curious photograph taken from 

Clyde Fisher’s scrapbook, donated to the 

Society several years ago. It contains a 

black and white image of a young man 

traveling down a country road in a simple 

automobile with the caption “First Auto in 

Shelby Co., Chas. Bush.” This leads one 

to assume that the 1903 Oldsmobile he 

was driving with the curved dash was one 

of the first automobiles to appear in 

Shelby County. 

 This model of car has an 

interesting back story, as it was one of 11 

models developed in Detroit in 1900 by 

Ransom E. Olds. It was a small and light 

“horseless carriage” with a single-

cylinder, water-cooled four-

cycle engine at the rear with 

its most identifiable feature 

being its curved dashboard. It 

was a favorite by many at the 

plant and even considered to 

be a mascot or a toy, but was 

not widely available to the 

public until 1901 when a fire 

destroyed a majority of the 

Olds Motor Works, and this 

little car was the only vehicle 

to be salvaged. News of the 

fire spread across the country, causing the sale of this 

relatively inexpensive car to increase. 
 

Spent a Majority of His Life in Sidney 
 

 Although Charles Bush made the occasional 

out of state hunting trip to places such as Maine and 

Canada with his father and brothers, he spent nearly 

all his life living in Sidney along the Dixie Highway. 

Charles married Emma Stoeser of Sidney on January 

28, 1891, and together the two had three sons (Carl, J. 

Henry, & Leo) and three daughters (Claire, Frances, 

& Miriam), living in a quaint house at 531 S. Miami 

Ave. Unfortunately, his wife passed away on 

December 23, 1918. Charles Bush later moved to the 

northern edge of Sidney along the 

Dixie Highway, living at 1351 

Wapakoneta Ave. just north of where 

the Miami Chick Hatchery building 

used to be. For almost half a century 

Bush worked for the Wagner 

Manufacturing Company, first as a 

foreman then later as assistant 

superintendant of the plant. He was a 

very active member of the Sidney 

community and seems to have lived a 

most interesting life.  

Wagner Mfg. Co. display near the German Gates in the Manufacturing 

building at the Columbian Exposition in Chicago, 1894 

“First auto in Shelby 

Co., Chas. Bush” 

Clyde Fisher (L) with Charles 

Bush (R) in 1927 
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Teach a kid to fish...Teach a kid to fish...Teach a kid to fish...   

L-R: Mike Jones, Cecil 

Steele, Richard Bailey, 

Bill Mentges, and Beth 

Bailey assembling  

fishing poles. 

 Northwood Elementary School brought 220 4th graders to Amos 

Lake at Tawawa Park as part of a program organized by teacher Angie 

Mentges in partnership with the Shelby County Historical Society and the 

Bent Finger Foundation.  Every student was provided a fishing pole by the 

Bent Finger Foundation and were taught how to fish by Society volunteers.   

 The Antique Power Association provided hay rides, and Shelby 

County Park Ranger, Justin Aselage, did a stream study with the children.  

We would like to thank our volunteers who stepped up and helped make this 

day happen:  Justin Aselage, Beth Bailey, Jane Bailey, Richard Bailey, Mike 

Gossard, Mike Jones, Paul Keller, Tim Martin, Bill Mentges, Jim Perry, 

Mark Schlagetter, Bob Shoffner, Cecil Steele, Deb Van Buskirk, and 

Emerson Watkins. 
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Join us and pay 1954 admission prices!  
.50¢ per person  

Limited number of tickets available.  

July 17, 2021 - 7 pm to 9 pm  
Sidney Waterpark  

12 Tawawa Drive, Sidney, OH 45365  

Swimming in Swimming in Swimming in 
the 1950sthe 1950sthe 1950s    

In May 1954, the Sidney Municipal Pool  
 opened for the first time.  

In conjunction with Cruise Sidney 

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the wheel, 

driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our Cruise 

Sidney! Don’t forget TAM 105.5 will be taking  

requests for your driving pleasure! 937-498-1055 

          Saturday, July 17, 2021 

             5:00 pm to 8:00 pm 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS  
1946-JULY-75 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 
SHELBY CT. (1st)-During the month of May, 1946, these 
births was reported to the Health Department.  Following 
are the names of those reported: Nancy Louise Akers; 
Ellen Jo Blake; Bernice Mary Borchers; Eileen Esther Cain; 
Jo Emily Emrrich; Constance Diane Fogt; Betty Jean 
Foote; Patricia Jean Fosnight; Betty Jane Glick; Darla Jean 
Hatfield; Darlene Sue Heiland; Cassandra Lynn Howell; 
Pamela Jean Kopp; Jane Elizabeth Lingrell; Patricia Lee 
McBeth; Norma Jean Monnin; Delores Caroline Myers; 
Sue Ann Potts; Constance Lee Purnell; Martha Elizabeth 
Rohr; Rebecca Ann Shaffer; Jeanette Josphine Siegel; Lynn 
Kaye Smith; Jerome Frederick Barhorst; William Franklin 
Barker; Richard Alan Bell; Darrell William Bowman; 
Jimmie Lee Brandt; Larry Joe Carity; Patrick Carl Engle; 
Lawrence Lee Evans; John Richard Faulkner; Evans 
Michael Johnson; Thomas Frederick Platveet; Edward Paul 
Sanders; Philip Keith Steenrod; Nicholas Gene Stewart; 
Terry Lee Stewart; Darrell Curtis Webber; Richard Gleason 
Williamson; Virgil Scott Woolley; Robert Thomas Wright. 
 
SIDNEY (13th)-Sidneyõs recreation program hit a new 
high the past week both in attendance and 
accomplishments with a grand total of 2153 swimmers 
using the city pool and nearly a like number of youngsters 
enjoyed supervised play on the four playgrounds.  The 
swimming classes under the sponsorship of the local Red 
Cross set a record that will probably for some time to come 
when a total of 169 youngsters registered for swimming 
lessons.  Classes opened on Monday and will run for two 
weeks.  Don Dillion, Sarah Bess Loudenback and Mrs. 
Frank Warbington are the instructors and some fine results 
have been noted. 
 
SIDNEY (24th)-Little Miss Sharon Kay Smith celebrated 
her third birthday Wednesday afternoon with a group of 
playmates at a party given for her by her mother Mrs. 
Lawson Smith at 329 South Ohio avenue.  Brenda Smith 
was the winner of the hidden peanut contest.  Buster Steele 
won the other prize.  Following refreshments the children 
tried their skill at pinning the tail on the donkey and the 
Saran Wrap game.  Names on the gifts were: David Crusey, 
Joe and Jimmy Princehouse, Johnny Kerrigan, Jerry 
Nettleship, Beverly Klouse, Tommy, Jack, and Kenny 
Spaugy, Jr., Buster and Nancy Steele, Connie and Ruthie 
Doseck, McMillin, Sharonõs sister, Brenda Jean, uncle Bill, 
mother and daddy, Gramma Nettleship and Nell 
Duckworth.  Mrs. Smith was assisted by Mrs. Billie Holder. 

Out of the Past 
SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT  
JULY-1921-100 Years Ago 

Compiled by Boyce Morrow 
 

SHELBY CT. (1st)-Sunday afternoon, Anna vs Swanders.  
Game called at 2 p.m.  A large crowd would look good.  So 
everybody welcome.  The Swanders  boys defeated the 
Bunker Hill team last Sunday with a score of 9 to 1. ó 
Princehouse some twirler, so look out Anna.ó  Umpire 
Heintz in charge.  Ed Finkenbine manager. 
 

SIDNEY -The Klipstine Lumber Company has installed a 
big coal conveyor for the purpose of handling and 
unloading coal from cars into the companyõs coal bins.  
The machine can unload a car of coal in about two hours. 
 

For the past several evenings a mysterious Ford auto had 
been parked near the entrance of the Henry Vandermark 
farm at the south end of the Avondale road south west of 
the city.  Sheriff Clark was notified when the auto was 
again driven to the spot about 9PM, Wednesday night.  
Securing Deputy Sheriff, Charles Woolley and Policeman 
Kreitzer, they drove out to make investigation.  
Surrounding the machine, they walked in on it and found it 
to be occupied by John Staley and a woman named Mrs. 
Alice Dill, of this city.  Both were brought to Sidney and 
placed in jail.  Staley has been keeping in hiding for the 
past several days since the Court of Appeals decided that 
he must serve out his term on his conviction in Mayors 
court for trafficking in intoxicating liquor in violation of 
the Crabbe Act.  The Dill woman who was found in 
Staleyõs company, Wednesday night, is the wife of William 
Dill, who was sent to the penitentiary a few months ago, 
for breaking into the new foundry and stealing a lot of 
tools. 
 

SIDNEY (8 th)-The Flag Tournament played at the 
Country Club on the 4th, was without a doubt the most 
interesting of the season.  The prize winners being H. L. 
Rice first.  D. E. Mills second. J. C. Carothers third, with 
results and location of flags as follows:  O.F. Sickman-
Total strokes with handicap 52, finish No. 1 Fairway.  R. C. 
Kah-Total strokes with handicap 44, finish No. 1 Fairway.  
Jos. Wagner-Total strokes with handicap 48, finish No. 1 
Fairway.  Cable Wagner-Total strokes with handicap 50 
finish on No. 9 green.  D. J. Nuss total strokes with 
handicap 50 finish on No. 9 Fairway 
 

SIDNEY (15th)-the Auglaize County Commissioners 
awarded the contract for the construction of the Monroe 
street bridge over the Miami Erie canal in New Breman to 
John Frantz of Sidney, at his bid of $10,963.  Mr. Frantz 
expects to move material on the scene at once and start the 
work.  The bridge will be concrete and a pleasing addition 
to the village. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 

PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 

(937) 498-1653 

Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 

forward your newsletter to you. 

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi, and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretary: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  

Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Debra Geuy, Scott 

Smith, David Potts, and Becki Wood  Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Marty Dale 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nitaôs 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity.  


