
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org              

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community and 

promote local history” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

Welcome New Members: 

Rhonda Fogt-Shull, Melbourn, FL 

 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

July 2022 Edition 

Historic Shelby County Barn Paintings to be 

Auctioned Off by County Wide Historical 

Alliance, Inc. 
 

 Last November Robert Kroeger, of Cincinnati, created 17 Shelby 

County barn paintings to raise awareness for historic barn preservation.  

He then donated them to the Alliance as a fundraising opportunity.  A 

2023 calendar and note cards were created with the images of the 

paintings.  The Alliance is excited to announce the paintings will be going 

up for auction on-line during the month of July. 

 The paintings have been on display at various community festivals 

and will be displayed at the Shelby County Fair at the end of July.  We will 

be located in the Bicentennial Traveling Museum that will be parked next 

to the Community Foundation Hall.  The calendars and sets of 14 note 

cards will be available for sale for $15 each. 

 Bidding for the paintings will be open on-line starting July 5th.  

Visit the website troykies.hibid.com to view the auction.  Each painting 

will be listed by lot number with a description.  Opening bids will start at 

$50 and each subsequent bid will go up by $5. 

 The auction will end on Friday, July 29th at 6:30 p.m.  The winners 

of the bids are to pick up their paintings on Saturday, July 30th between 1 

and 3 p.m. at the Traveling Museum inside the Shelby County Fairgrounds 

or arrange a pickup at a future time with the Shelby County Historical 

Society.   

 For more information please contact the Shelby County Historical 

Society, 937-498-1653 or info@shelbycountyhistory.org.   
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Volunteers 

May Volunteer Info: 

 55 Volunteers 

493 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate  

winners for May: 
Emerson Watkins 

Bob Shoffner 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you! In 

March, 1952 people participated  

in SCHS programs. 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for June: 

 

Maplewood 2nd - Meal Prep Life 
Sidney 29th - Rev. Boyce D. Lehman 

 

The clues were found by: 
Phil Valentine, Blanche McClain,  

Farrel Kaplan, Pat Francis,  
and Carole Leffler 

 
 

The clue will be found 

ONLY in the “Out of 

the Past” section. 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
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The Search Began with an Article... 
 Five years ago, I wrote an article for the October issue of 

Historical Highlights concerning William Perry and his business interests 

in Sidney as well as his connection to John Loughlin, one of the city’s 

most well-known former residents. While doing my initial research, I 

found out that William’s mother, Eliza Ann (nee Rider) Perry, married 

John Loughlin around 1876. This information led to the discovery of both 

John and Eliza’s final resting place in Westminster Cemetery in Bala 

Cynwyd, Pennsylvania near Philadelphia. Find a Grave’s website was 

quite vague as to the actual location for where John was buried; however, 

Eliza’s gravesite was well marked. 

 Once the William Perry article was finished, however, the location 

of John Loughlin’s final resting place became just another random 

interesting fact forgotten about in the files of my memory. In early June, 

my mother and I traveled to Philadelphia to visit the Franklin Institute as well as other 

places of interest. As we passed through the mountains, I had a Eureka moment: what 

if we looked up this cemetery and tried to find John Loughlin’s grave? It seemed a 

shame to pass up such a perfect opportunity, especially since we were staying less 

than an hour away. Only one problem stood in the way: it had been so long since my 

initial research, I had forgotten the name of the cemetery. Luckily, I am not the only 

researcher in my family. My mother loves to do family genealogy research and easily 

accessed Ancestry.com while I was driving. She quickly determined Loughlin and his 

wife were buried in Westminster Cemetery. After a brief phone call with the 

cemetery’s office, we were able to find out their hours and that we could get a map to aid in our search.  

 Upon arriving at the cemetery, we were slightly overwhelmed with the sheer size and lay of the land. Similar 

to Graceland, Westminster Cemetery had many rolling hills which were rather steep in places, making me marvel at 

the skill it must have taken not only to bury some of its residents, but erect the markers on that kind of incline. One of 

the ladies that worked in the cemetery’s office kindly met us at the entrance, brought a map of both the new and old 

“Valleyview” sections of the cemetery, as Valleyview plot 162 was where the Loughlins were supposedly buried, and 

pointed us in the right area to begin our search. At first, we weren’t sure which sections were which and mistakenly 

spent almost a half hour searching through the new section before realizing the majority of burial dates were far too 

recent to belong to the Loughlin family. Once we found the old Valleyview section near the top of the hill, it took 

only a few minutes to discover both John and Eliza’s tombstones nestled in the shade of a large bush. Since the 

family returned to Pennsylvania with hardly any money, it was no surprise that their graves only contained a record 

of their names and the years they were born and passed away. After paying our respects, we took several photographs 

so that John Loughlin’s final resting place could be shared with members of the history-loving community in Sidney. 

Loughlin’s final resting place that was once a mystery has now been solved for future generations! As a result of our 

search, I have updated his memorial site on Find a Grave with his photograph as well as pictures of his tombstone. 



 

Loughlinôs Early Life 

 According to various biographies, 

John Loughlin was born on August 15, 

1852 to Irish immigrants residing in 

Columbus, Ohio. His birth and parents’ 

names were not well recorded; however, 

the story infers that his family originated 

from Dublin. Conflicting census records 

suggest John may have actually been born 

somewhere in Canada instead. When John was 

only 14 years old, his father passed away. 

Around this time, John began apprenticing for 

the molding trade, and by the time he was 

twenty, he became superintendent of the 

Variety Iron Works Co. in Hamilton, Ohio. In 

the 1875 Hamilton, Ohio directory, John 

Loughlin is listed as a “foreman molder” at the Variety 

Iron Works, but no residence was provided. 

 At some point in time, he met Mrs. Eliza Ann 

Perry, whose husband had passed away in 1870, 

leaving her with four children: Leonidas, Cortez, James 

and William. Despite her being 19 years his senior and 

he being only 2 years older than her eldest son, the two 

hit it off and were married on December 11, 1876. Two 

years later, on April 19, 1878, their daughter Mary 

Loughlin was born. Around this time, the Variety Iron 

Works Co. had some inner turmoil, and by the late 

1870s, two separate companies had been formed out of 

the previous foundry. Adam Rentschler, another 

foreman at the foundry got into business with two other 

men to establish the Ohio Iron Works in 1875, 

meanwhile H. P. Deutscher began a small implement 

business in 1879 out of the old Variety Iron Works 

foundry site. For reasons we can only speculate, John 

Loughlin decided then would be a good time to leave 

Hamilton with his newly-created family, and set his 

sights on Sidney, Ohio instead. 

Becoming a Name Known Nationwide 
 John Loughlin and his family moved from 

Hamilton to Sidney, Ohio sometime before or around 

1880. According to the U.S. Census for that year, they 

lived on Walnut Ave. in Sidney and Eliza’s mother, 

Susan Rider, was listed as being a boarder. At this time, 

Eliza’s three eldest children were old enough to be 

living on their own, so only William traveled with 

John, Eliza, and Mary to Sidney. Along with T. D. 

Scott, John Loughlin established the Sidney School 

Furniture Company and by February of 

1881, began producing their famous 

“Fashion” school desks. Their factory 

was constructed between Ohio and Main 

Avenue near the canal and railroad so 

that it could be easily accessed.  

 The “Fashion” school desk 

quickly become one of the most popular desks 

used across the state. Its innovative “Patent T-

head” design joined the wood from the top, 

back, and seat to the cast iron legs without 

using any bolts or screws, making the desk 

sturdier. These desks were produced in a 

variety of different sizes. While it is believed 

the cast iron for them was produced by the 

Philip Smith Mfg. Co. in Sidney, it is possible 

they were instead manufactured by one of John 

Loughlin’s old associates. According to the Centennial 

History of Butler County, the H. P. Deutscher Co. in 

Hamilton was responsible for making castings for 

“Fashion” school desks. Since the “Fashion” desks 

were produced by Loughlin’s business, it leads one to 

believe that he might have used his previous place of 

employment to manufacture the castings for his school 

desks. At the height of production, 125,000 desks were 

manufactured within a year’s time and sold all across 

the country. 

(Check out our website for more information on the 

Sidney School Furniture Company!) 

 Besides his school furniture business, John 

Loughlin was also well-known for his venture into the 

agricultural field with the construction of the Mary L. 

Poultry Plant just south of the city limits. Named for his 

only daughter, this 

poultry plant was 

considered the 

largest in the world 

when i t  was 

constructed in 1895. 

It consisted of both 

an egg house and a 

chicken house, 

hatching an average 

of 300 chicks daily 

while shipping just 

as many broilers (breed of chicken produced 

specifically for meat). During the summer months,  
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AmazonSmile customers can now support Shelby 

County Historical Society in the Amazon shopping app 

on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow 

these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start 

generating donations.  

 

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your 

device (You can download it at the App Store 

or Google Play if you don’t already have the 

app.)  

2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon 

Shopping app and tap into 'Settings'  

3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen 

instructions to complete the process  

 

If you do not have the latest version of the 

Amazon Shopping app, update your app. 

Loughlin and his family 

vacationed nearby at the 

home built by Isaac 

Fulton. This brick 

farmhouse still stands 

along S. Brooklyn Ave. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

Loughlin’s poultry 

enterprise was short 

lived. Between the collapse in the German American 

Bank and his own failing health, John was forced to sell 

the poultry plant for a fraction of what he had invested. 

(Check out the Historical Highlights September 2017 

issue for more information!) 

The Castle on the Hill 
 While John Loughlin may be known for his 

several business ventures, his ultimate legacy was the 

mansion built on Walnut Ave. just west of the court 

square. Sitting atop one of Sidney’s rolling hills, a 

magnificent castle overlooks the downtown area. Built 

for $10,000 in 1886, this beautiful home was modeled 

after a castle in Cork County, Ireland, the home of 

Loughlin’s parents and ancestors. It was given the 

moniker “Bonnyconnellan Castle,” which loosely 

translates to “bonny” meaning beautiful and 

“Connellan” referring to an Irish term of endearment 

for a little sprout. 

 Being one of two stone “castles” in Sidney, 

Bonnyconnellan was naturally the talk of the town and 

remains so to this day, especially due to its own 

misfortunes. A few years after the collapse of the 

German American Bank, J. B. Tucker purchased from 

the bank both the castle and the previous site of the 

Sidney School Furniture Company to establish his 

Tucker Woodwork Company. Over the years several 

owners have worked to maintain this property until a 

fateful event at the start of the twenty-first century. In 

early 2000, all of the magnificent woodwork was 

stripped from the castle and 

sold, resulting in a lawsuit 

between the bank, the castle 

owners, and a Lima area 

contractor. Recently, the 

castle was purchased by a 

yo u n g  co u p l e  f ro m 

Washington who plan to 

restore it to its former glory! 

Penniless in Pennsylvania 
 As John Loughlin’s 

story comes to a close, we 

learn he went through his 

life in a full circle of 

prosperity. From his family’s simple beginnings as 

Irish immigrants to the rise of his wealth and fame, to 

the collapse of his fortune, Loughlin experienced 

everything life has to offer. His story teaches us how 

even the most successful of men can lose everything in 

an instance, so we must not take the finer fortunes in 

life, such as family ties, for granted. In their final years, 

John and Eliza Loughlin lived with their daughter, 

Mary, and her husband John Kaufman at 1320 N. 56th 

St. in Philadelphia (pictured at left). Unfortunately, 

Loughlin developed complications following a 

procedure for gall stones that led to his inevitable 

demise in 1908. Eliza remained with their daughter and 

son-in-law until her death in 1916, where she was 

rejoined John at the Westminster Cemetery in Bala 

Cynwyd, Pennsylvania. 

 

Written by Jane Bailey 
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Graceland Cemetery             Graceland Cemetery             Graceland Cemetery             
Tour Returns!Tour Returns!Tour Returns!   

 We were excited to be able to bring the Graceland Cemetery Tour back after being away because of covid!  

The event had over 100 attendees.  Rich Wallace and Linda DeVelvis chose some of the most interesting families of 

Shelby County to highlight.  Some of the families that were covered during the tour were Bimel, Barnes, Amos, 

Davis, Hickock, Studevant, Munford, and Maxwell. 

Discover Shelby County History! 

Free Driving Tour App of Shelby County 

Scan the QR code with an 

Android or iPhone 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS  
JULY 1956 -66 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (3 rd)-Grouped above are the better part of 27 
young drivers, who will bid for top honors and valuable 
prizes in the second-annual Soap Box Derby on Gearhart 
hill, southeast of Sidney, next Sunday afternoon.  Included 
from left to right in the group are:  first row: Fred Kinstle, 
Mike Iiams, Paul  Harsbarger, Jim Smith, Bill Fries, Bill 
Bogart.  Second Row: Dennis Bey, Jack Link, Dallas 
Windsor, John Bensmen, Roger Shoffner, Johnny Fries, 
Gary Kelly.  Third Row:  Darrell McLain, Jerry Emert, 
Henry Harshbarger, Barry Wasmund, Gary Grigg, Norm 
Henry and Bob Mackey.  The above picture was taken 
during inspection of the racers over the past weekend by 
the sponsors, Wentz Chevrolet, The Sidney Daily News and 
Sidney Jacees.   
 

SIDNEY (10th)-Harmon remained unbeaten in the City 
Playground Softball circuit today, following the Hopperõs 9
-5 conquest of Riverside on the latterõs ground Monday 
afternoon.  It was Riversideõs first loss in two starts.    
Bergerõs Boys returned to the win column by besting 
Highland, 13-10, on the latterõs field, while Holy Angels 
broke into the win column for the first time blanking 
Buckeye, 2-0.  Darrell Spangler, Buzz Scully, and Tim 
Young led Harmonõs 12 hit attack, with Spangler getting 
three for five, while Scully had two triples in four times up, 
while Young got a double.  Don Bolin struck out ten and 
walked five in holding Highland to six hits, while his mates 
got ten hits off Freeling. 
 

CLASSIFIED (14th)-Miniature French Poodle pups, black, 
very reasonable, good pedigree.  Call 7-1973 before 7 p.m. 
in evening:  White rock fryers for sale.  Harry Eizweiler, 2 
miles north, 1 ½ miles west of Hardin.  Phone 2-3092:  
Lava lampõs.  For sale.  Call 7-117: Stock wallpaper, 2 rolls 
for the price of one.  Sherwin Williams. N. Main Street: 
Records.  Selling out prices.  78 and 45 RPM.  3 for $1.  
Sarvers Music Store. 
 

SIDNEY (30th)-Mr.&Mrs. Hugh Cartwright of 901 
McKinley Avenue announced the engagement of their 
daughter Mss. Shirley Cartwright, to Tony Kahn at a dinner 
party given Sunday evening in the Cartwright home.  Mr. 
Kahn is the son of Mr. & Mrs. E. Kahn Jr., of 417 N. Ohio 
avenue.  Miss Cartwright is a laboratory technician at the 
Piqua Memorial Hospital.  She graduated from Holy 
Angels High School and from the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology in Cleveland.  Her finance graduated from 
Sidney High School and attended Ohio State University in 
Columbus.  He is presently associated with his father at 
Stewartõs Menõs wear. 

Out of the Past 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT  

JULY 1922 -100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

ANNA -The Fourth of July rally at Anna was surely a 
success judging from the amount of noise that was made.  
We are glad to see the only three old Veterans in Anna, P. 
W. Young, Calvin Shaw and Amos Zumbrum, sitting and 
talking together. 
 

LOCKINGTON (14 th)-A threshing engine blew up at the 
home of Dale Green, southwest of Lockington Monday 
evening about 9:30 p.m. killing Oliver Evans instantly and 
badly injuring Harry Schmidlapp, Dale and Elmer Green, 
Kenneth Block and John Godfery.  The preparations for 
Tuesday work had been or were about completed.  The 
men injured were sitting near the engine talking when all of 
a sudden the engine let go.  Evans was blown 80 feet and 
died.  The cause of the accident is not exactly known.  One 
side of the Green house was almost completely 
demolished. 
 

RUSSIA (21st)-Saturday evening a clever crook named 
McKnight, who was assistant time keeper for Hecker 
Construction Company at their camp at Russia, cashed 
checks in Versailles of $30 each, all of which were found to 
be forgeries Monday when the merchantõs banked their 
Saturdayõs business.  All the checks were for the same 
amount and made out to òB. Young.ó signed with the 
regular time keeperõs name.  The check made small 
purchases at each place where checks were taken.  The 
construction company had been located near Russia for 
several months, laying the new steel for the Big Four until 
last Saturday, when they moved to Russia.  A suit at 
Murphyõs store; a pair of shoes at Bornhorst; cigars and a 
soft drink at F. J. Magotoõs, foot long at DQ; pair of khaki 
trousers at Harnõs.  Mr. Harn was the first merchant to find 
that he had been fleeced. 
 

ANDERSON IND .-A stranger, who said he was G. L. 
Binkley, six feet tall and weighing approximately 200 
pounds, wandered up a coal dock in a suburb here early 
Tuesday morning clad only in a nightgown.  He told dock 
workers that he had fallen from his berth through a 
window of a Pennsylvania Railroad train bound for 
Chicago.  The train stopped at the dock and he said he had 
plunged through a double screen and out an open window 
and that when he rallied from the fall he could not 
overtake the train.  A passenger station was informed and 
another train, two hours later took him to Chicago.  The 
railroad confirmed his statement, and his money, clothing 
and baggage were in the berth that he had occupied.  
Trainmen could not understand they said how he fell from 
the sleeper. 
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Moving?   
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address.  The Post Office will not 

forward your newsletter. 

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Vice-President: David Potts, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Bent Finger Foundation 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nitaôs 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Robert Sargeant 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity.  


