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Wallace Family Learning and Innovation

Center Receives National Award

The Shelby County Historical Society (SCHS) is pleased to
announce that the Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center
(WFLIC) has been chosen to receive a Leadership in History Award from
the American Association for State and Local History! This award is a
great honor, especially for all who have been involved with the
establishment of the Learning Center in downtown Sidney. This interactive
museum within the heart of Shelby County has been many years in the
making and a dream come true.

This past January, the Society was approached by a staff member of
the Ohio Local History Alliance, from whom the Learning Center received
an History Outreach Award in October of 2023. She suggested that our
organization should nominate the Learning Center for an award through
the American Association for State and Local History as she believed it
was an accomplishment for our community worthy of national recognition.

With the March 1% deadline rapidly approaching, the Society began
working on the submission for an Award of Excellence immediately. Six
sections of materials were needed: a Nomination Narrative, Critical
Review Letters, a Budget, Project Staffing, Category Documentation, and
Support Materials. Each of these sections needed multiple documents
gathered to be included within the online submission. For example, each of
the volunteers and staff members who were instrumental with the creation
of the Learning Center needed to submit a copy of their personal resumes.
Other items included publications about the Learning Center from local
magazines as well as a multitude of photographs featuring each of the
galleries.

Despite having to make a few changes as recommended by the
AASLH Awards Committee, the Society was able to submit its nomination
form with minor difficulty. As the next few months progressed, the Society
eagerly waited for news of its submission. One day in the middle of May,
an email appeared. SCHS director Matilda Phlipot and WFLIC building
coordinator Jane Bailey could hardly contain their excitement as they read
the Learning Center had been selected as a recipient for the Leadership in
History award! The nomination committee was very impressed by the
Learning Center’s “creative incorporation of new technology,” for making
our building “accessible for a diverse range of visitors,” and establishing
an endowment for the future.

Preparations are currently under way for Phlipot and Bailey to
travel to Mobile, AL. the second week of September where they will attend
the American Association for State and Local History’s annual conference
and receive this award on behalf of the Shelby County Historical Society.
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for which we couldn’t be more
thankful and are grateful for all of the love and support that has been
shown since the Learning Center opened in April of 2023!



- . —

Ulysses S. Grant and D.A.RE Cami)

By: Keirstin Ludwig

From an outside perspective, it may be hard to determine what correlation history would have in terms
of D.A.R.E camp. After all, D.A.R.E camp seeks to educate impressionable minds on the dangers of substance
abuse and impart crucial knowledge of how to resist certain pressures. D.A.R.E camp seeks to do this in a fun
and engaging manner for the children. What purpose would history hold in terms of educating and warning
children about the dangers of substance abuse? Through careful examination of the past and the lives of
influential historical figures, it becomes clear how D.A.R.E can be interconnected with history in a seamless
way.

Ulysses S. Grant was an extremely influential historical figure as he was the Union general during the
Civil War and the 18" president of the United States. Despite his later success, Grant faced many challenges in
his younger life. A major challenge was his alcoholism that caused him to face much criticism and lose much
of what he held important. Even during this modern era, it is a commonly known fact that Grant was an
alcoholic, and it is often used to attack his legacy. The Shelby County Historical Society seeks to tell Grant’s
story in a way that provides insight into the major moments in his life while allowing the children to think
about how the choices they make in their younger years could affect them later in life. This is done through
colored salt representing pivotal moments in his life that is added to a bottle as the story is told. After the story
is completed, the children are invited to make their own lives in a bottle. The colors can represent any parts of
their lives, and they are encouraged to share why they picked the colors they did. The children get to connect
with Grant on a personal level through hearing his struggles and triumphs while sharing their own.

The story of Ulysses S. Grant aligns well with D.A.R.E camp as an informative and fun way to tell the
story of one of Ohio’s most famous sons and his struggles with alcoholism. By telling the story of Grant’s life,
the children can connect with a man who left a major impression on the country and one who may hold many
similarities to them such as overcoming challenges. His story serves as a cautionary tale for the dangers of
alcoholism and how youthful choices can potentially cause many problems in the future. This connects well
with D.A.R.E’s mission of warning about the dangers of substance abuse. History can be and often is used as
an example to learn from, and that is what the story of Grant attempts to do when told at D.A.R.E camp by The
Shelby County Historical Society.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” ‘ hanl i yow

hidden clues for June: VOLUNTEERS
Sidney 1st—Mary Gold (Marigold Flower) May Volunteer Info:
Sidney 6th—Studebaker Trucks were 65 Volunteers
made in the late 1930s. 455 Hours
The clues were found by: Volunteer gift certificate
Gary Bonifas, Carol Leffler, winners for May:

and Judy Harp Doug Benson
Gary Bonifas

CORRECTION-Out of the Past column in the June

ngratulations! Thank to all our
newsletter from the Sidney Daily News had the wrong Co gratations anx you o ou

date. It should have read JUNE-1964-60 Yrs Ago. volunteers! We depend on you!
In May, 2019 people participated
) The clue will be found ONLY in the in SCHS programs.
)\/ “Out of the Past” section.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Loramie Church of the Brethren, German Baptist
(Angel Street Church)
By Brant Fahnestock

In 1866 the first Loramie Church
was built. Not much history about the
church exists. It’s believed German

Baptists and Dunkards were a part of s
the congregation. The church was s
destroyed by a fire.

In 1885, Loramie Church of the Fgua :
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Brethren built another church, known as |
Angel Street church. Built in the same
location as the first, it’s located on the

west side of the road, north of the| The First LoramleChurch
built in 1866.

cemetery, and south of State Route 47.
Its entrance faces south.

was moved across a field towards
Dawson Road to Oran by a team of
horses that pulled the church over logs
with heavy large rope.
fro In Feb 22, 1926, the Southern Ohio
'\.__‘ District of the Church of the Brethren
; was petitioned to disband the Loramie
=™ congregations Angel Street Church. The
#8 church was disbanded and proceeds
i from the sale of the property were given
to Sidney Church Trinity. Seven
members refused to sign.

In Oct 27, 1927, a formal celebration

Folklore says that Angel Street got its name for
different several reasons. It was referred to as an
un-drained swampy region “for nothing but swamp
angels can live here.” Another story goes, Stephen
Penrod got his heavy load

was given for the Oran Community Hall (Angel
Street Church) at the opening of the hall and the
completion of the brick paved road of St. Rt. 47,
from Sidney to Oran as stated in Nov 3, 1927,
Sidney Daily News, page 6.

wagon stuck in the mud, and he [§
filled the air with profanity into
the ears of his oxen. That fear
gave the oxen strength, and|
answered his prayer. Finally, it |
was named after a family of|
fallen female angels, which

In the late 1930s Oran
hristian Church used the
| building as a community hall.
It was remodeled, electric
installed, and a stage added. A
few windows were removed to
save on heating. The foyer that

scourged the community. But it
remains a region that is always
talked about and will never be
forgotten.

Built in 1885 by the Loramie Church of the Brethren
to replace the first church that was destroyed by fire.
Now called Angel Street Church.

was on the front of the church
was moved to the Oran
Community Hall (Angel Street
Church) and dismantled in Dec.

A hard dirt road to travel, farmers graded it
frequently up to and after December of 1938 for
local residents. 1900 Shelby County maps
designated Angel Street as Cecil Pike.

On April 29, 1892, Angel Street Church
organized 1its first Sunday school after the
Hopewell church had theirs. This created a
division of Angel Street: North Angel Street
referring to Hopewell Church and school and
South Angel Street referring to Angel Street
Church and school. State Route 47

4, 1999. In conclusion, many individuals believed
that Angel Street church was located in the
cemetery. The remains of a partial foundation and
the same steps as the first church have been found
in the wooded area north of the cemetery.

This exploration all started when I was
honoring my aunt in a cemetery that I didn’t know
the name of. My grandfather, Jacob to this day has
an unmarked grave in the same cemetery. Then I
find that my great uncle James, was a minister of
_ the Oran Christian church in 1833 with

was the dividing line.

The moving of Angel Street
Church has many stories. First, the
church was moved in 1920s as stated [
in the April 22, 1933, Sidney Dally -
News. Second, as stated from Elsie = ¢
Wright Skillen’s memoirs in the
Shelby County Genealogical
Society’s SHELBYANA issue #169,

Used as a community hall in

; ﬂ" Caleb Worley. What else will I
b”! uncover about my family past?

8 [ am in the process of creating and
fl installing two signs that designate the
original site of Angel Street Church
(EST 1866-1927), and to mark the
j original site of Oran Community Hall,
B that was moved to Oran (EST 1927-
1999).

it was moved in 1930’s. The church | the 1930s by Oran Christian Church.




Case Western Reserve
University Program Brings

Students to Shelby County

Students toured the Wallace
Family Learning and
Innovation Center upon
their arrival to Sidney.

‘ They loved learning
about Shelby
County’s history!

Afterwards, they
looked at historical
documents
concerning Rumley
at the Ross
Historical Center.

Next stop - Rumley!
Pastor Dave Boley of
the Temple of Rumley
told about the church’s
renovations and history.

Lastly, a quick look at the outside of
the one-room schoolhouse in Rumley
before their next checkpoint!




Historical Takeaway
By Keirstin Ludwig

As an incoming senior of both History and
Classical Civilization at Bowling Green State University,
I knew it was not in my benefit to spend my summer idle.
It was through the advice of my many educational
advisors and professors that I decided to seek an
internship in the field. I decided that it would be best to
find an internship that veered away from the academia
and focused more on the application of history in a
community sense. As a 2022 graduate of Houston High
School and a lifelong Sidney native, I decided to begin
my search near home. My educational journey had thus
far taken me in many directions away from home so I felt
that perhaps it was a time to view history through a local
lens. I examined many options and decided that I would
send my resume into the Shelby County Historical
Society and see what happened. I had attended some of
the programs held by the Shelby County Historical
Society when I was younger and remembered them
fondly. I quickly received a response and was very
excited to begin my internship in the following months.

As stated previously, my background focused
solely on history in an academic sense. The BGSU
history program puts a heavy emphasis on preparing
students for life in the academia as do many history
programs in the US. While they do discuss other
historical pathways, it is clear that since the professors
have backgrounds in the academia themselves, that they
do not know the intricacies of these other pathways. The
professors impart very basic knowledge of other
professions in the historical field so I was not sure what
to expect from my summer internship. I had become
entirely used to being lectured on specific topics, doing
library research, and writing an academically researched
report on my findings. What did history mean in the
context of a community? How do historical societies
impact their community? These were some of my many
questions but there was one that I focused in on. What do
local historical societies even do? I had hopes of finding
the answers to my questions and gaining real experience
outside of the academia.

As it turns out, local historical societies perform
a wide variety of functions. None of my days at the
Shelby County Historical Society were ever quite the
same. I accompanied the director Ms. Tilda Phlipot on
her tasks for the day during many days on my internship.
I was especially intrigued on what exactly the director of
a historical society does day to day. Ms. Phlipot’s role
was one that varied daily. I viewed first hand the
intricacies that came with being a historical society
director. Some of these tasks included going to meetings,
running children’s programs, and directing volunteers
just to name a few. Some of these tasks I expected, but
there were others that greatly surprised me. For example,
I had no idea that the historical society ran a fishing day
for elementary school children. This was not something
that I would have expected a historical society to do.
Upon reflection and a helpful explanation from Ms.
Phlipot, I came to see that even fishing could hold
historical connotations. Fishing was a way that people of
the past were able to eat, and much importance was

placed on the waters as a food source. The Native
Americans held the waters in high regard. These fishing
days were a way for the children to connect with history
while gaining practical experience in fishing. I would
continue to be surprised as my internship went on.

During my internship I was given opportunities
to gain my own experiences. A program that the Shelby
County Historical Society runs is Civil War Day for local
schools. I was able to accompany one of these schools
and experience the event firsthand. The variation of
performers and topics at Civil War Days greatly
impressed me. I had just completed a rigorous and
intensive course on the Civil War at BGSU in the Spring.
This course went into exhausting detail on many facets of
this time in history. Even after this course, I still learned
new information from being at Civil War Day. I viewed
how the children interacted with the program and made
notes on how it went. It was extremely informative and
entertaining for the children. Through studying this
program, I gained insight into how children’s programs
are run and how much effort goes into them.

I gained many takeaways from my time at the
Shelby County Historical Society. A major one was that
the role of a local historical society is not defined. It can
serve many functions and can have a substantial impact
on the community. History is fluid and can represent
many different things to many different people. History
can be a way to educate, a way to understand why
something is, a tool to trace our ancestors and our own
past, and much more. Historical societies hold a profound
importance to the community they serve and much effort
goes into serving their community. Academia often fails
to recognize the other facets of history outside of it.
While the academia is extremely important in the
historical field and deserves credit, I believe that it is
important to recognize that history can go far beyond
academia and can have effects on people outside of it. At
the end of the day, academia is a very small and self-
contained bubble. This experience has shown me that
local history can affect many more people outside of the
bubble in different and meaningful ways. This experience
has helped to alter my thoughts on local historical
societies and understand how much importance they hold
for the community, and for that [ am extremely grateful.
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Keirstin looking over an inventory list of books and our
newest volunteer, Mia O’Keefe, freshman at Sidney
High, sorts through books in the library.
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Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.
Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey

A Mysterious Metal Marker

At the end of May, the Shelby County Land Bank approached
the Shelby County Historical Society about a mysterious circular
marker they had found in a column while demolishing the main
building on the grounds for the Wagner Manufacturing Company.
When asked if we would like to have it, we responded with an
enthusiastic “Yes!”

One of our volunteers went to the site not knowing how
difficult it would be to remove the metal disk from the base of the
column. With the aid of a crowbar and-some luck, he was able to
extract the marker from its home of 70 years. After its removal, the last
piece of the Wagner Mfg. Co. still standing  was torn down, thus
completing its final chapter.*

Now the only question that remained was what is this curious
marker barely the size of my hand and what was its purpose and
significance to -Shelby-County’s history? If you grew up with a
surveyor in the family, as I did, then you probably know exactly what
this marker was used for!

U.S. Coast & Geodetic Survey Bench Mark

Geodetic benchmarks like the one once installed at the Wagner
Mfg. Co. have been used across the United States since the early
nineteenth century. These markers were placed by the U.S. Coast and
« Geodetic Survey, now called the National Geodetic Survey.

These bronze disks, usually cast in stone or concrete, are
referred to as “benchmarks.” They indicate elevation and are
“highly accurate surveying reference points established on the
surface of the earth by local, state, and national agencies.”

Normally, it is illegal to disturb one, as they are
considered property of NGS and are invalid if moved.
Survey points such as this used to be the basis for
creating maps and were frequently referenced along
with other survey markers, such as metal pegs driven
into the ground.

Over one million markers and GPS sites have
been established in the United States, with a large
portion along railroad routes. Markers are often
removed or destroyed due to construction, new roads,
and erosion. With the increase in use of GPS with
modern survey methods, benchmarks are losing their
relevance, but remain important to the history of
surveying.

*Please note, this marker was removed with permission from the National Geodetic
Survey as it was deemed obsolete due to advances in technology since its installation.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
JULY-1954-70 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (8%)-An apparent miscalculation at the Baltimore
& Ohio Railroad crossing on West North street resulted in
serious injuries to a well-known Sidney man. Forest D.
Christian, 82, of 224 N. Main avenue was struck and
thrown 39 feet by a train about 4:06 p.m. Wednesday, and
the damage to his late model car, which was a total loss.
Christian, roofing and siding salesman, was reported in
“fair” condition this morning at Wilson Memorial Hospital
where he was taken with a fractured arm and facial
lacerations. Sidney police said the impact threw the car,
which had been going east on West North street, onto a
plot between the tracks and Dayton avenue. The train was
traveling north. Casey Jones, Cincinnati train engineer, told
Sidney police that Christian had stopped for the train but
then drove onto the tracks as the engine approached.

Formal opening of the new Lincoln-Mercury dealership in
Sidney will be held Friday and Saturday with an invitation
to the public to visit the showroom, of Adrian Meyers, Inc.,
on North Dixie Highway. Officers and employees of the
new dealership include Adrian Meyers, president; Sam
Whitfield, vice president and sales manager Chatles Nott,
secretary-treasurer; Guy Rasneor and Harry Boblit Jr.,
salesmen; Rayburn Silveria, service manager; Ted Johnson,
parts manager; Ray Esser, mechanic.

RECENT BIRTHS: Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Roberts
have a son born to them at 7:07p.m. Monday, July 12, in
Wilson Memorial Hospital... A daughter arrived at 11:36
p-m. Monday, July 12, in Wilson Memorial Hospital to Mr.
and Mrs. Ralph Zwiebel of Jackson Center... Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Verdier ate parents of a daughter, born at Piqua
Memorial hospital Sunday at 7:48 p.m... Jack & ]Jill
Children’s Shop has the finest selection of gifts for a new
baby.

SIDNEY (29%)-Phillip and Terry Gallimore, sons of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Gallimore, Jefferson street, celebrated
their birthday’s yesterday evening at the Sidney roadside
park. Philip was seven-years-old yesterday and Terry will
be eight on Friday, July 30. A wiener roast was the feature
of the evening with ice cream and cake being served later in
the evening. Games were played. Favors of balloons and
suckers were given to each guest and games of ball were
played by all. Those present with the honored guests were:
Chucky Barthauer, Diana and Janice Roeser, Michael
Nevins, Philip Whitman, Aunalee Cisco, Linda Frazier,
Ronald Burton, Gale Friestuhler, Chatles Gallimore, ]Jr.,
Nancy Freistuhler, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gallimore, Sr.; and
Mrs. And Mrs. Paul Freistuhler.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
JULY-1936
Compiled by Dean Morrow

JULY 10%-The fire department was called to the plant of
the Beck Body Company at the corner of East avenue and
Short Clinton street about 10:30 o’clock Wednesday night
when a blaze had been discovered in the dust blower at the
east end of the plant. The large Seagraves pumper truck
and the Migarus ladder truck were taken to the scene.
About 400 feet of hose was quickly laid from the fire
hydrant at the west end of the plant through the main
building and the blaze soon gotten under control. Had it
not been discovered in time the entire plant of the
company might have been destroyed.

Carolyn L. Kah, Shelby Co., relief director, has received
word of the arrival of 1900 Ibs. of onions and 150 sacks of
flour for the families on relief rolls. The onions and flour
will be distributed on Thursday and Friday at the
commissary on W. Court st.

Rural electrification in Shelby County is now an
accomplished fact as was amply demonstrated Wednesday
evening at the farm home of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lindsay,
in Washington township, on Sidney Fryberg Pike, when
appropriate ceremonies were held to light the first Shelby
county rural home with electricity made possible by
cooperative effort. The special ceremonies featured the
throwing of the contact switch by W. R. Joslin, president
of the Pioneer Rural Electric Co-operative, which lighted
the six room farm home from top to bottom and also the
barnyard and lane where a large crowd had assembled to
watch history in the making. A murmur of approval and
applause greeted the illumination.

Wilbur McCune, former Sidney resident, arrived here
Tuesday to enjoy a visit with his sister, Mrs. O. B. Taylor,
other relatives and friends, coming to attend a salesmen’s
meeting at the plant of the Wagner Manufacturing Co. Mr.
McCune is in charge of the sales department for the
western territory for the Wagner Company.

LOCKINGTON (15t%)-A capacity crowd of around 1200
attended the Rees Creamer Company picnic at Lockington,
Wednesday. A few interesting exhibits were on display
showing Norge Refrigerators and washing machines.
Roberts and Duro electric pumps. Marshall furnaces and
Protane bottle gas ranges. 100 gallons of ice cream was
furnished free to the crowd. A number of contests were
staged and number of prizes was awarded to the winners.
One accident was regretted, Katherine Rees was struck on
the head by a rolling pin which went wild, during the
rolling pin contest. Her condition was not thought to be
serious by the attending physician.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, LaTrisha Reed, and Ashliegh
Maurer. Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Phil Abbott Jack and Kathleen Haslup Dave Ross

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop  Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
John and Kathy Amos Michael and Jane Jones David and Nancy Russell

Steve and Peg Baker Paul and Linda Keller Tom and Betsy Salm

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc Sidney Body Carstar

John Coffield Gene and Lynn Leach Sidney Electric Company
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc. Sidney Manufacturing Company
Detailed Machining, Inc. Dean and Linda Long Slagle Mechanical Contractors
David and Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Minster Bank
John and Marilyn Minton
Dave and Sandy Monnin

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Farmers and Merchants State Bank
William and Karen Feth

Ferguson Construction

Flinn Veterinary Clinic

Barbara Blake Geuy

Mindy Geuy

Matt and Julie Gilardi

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given

Mutual Federal Savings Bank

Mike and Sandy Nevin
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Darrell and Faye Spangler
Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.
The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace
Helen Blake Wildermuth
Greg and Priscilla Wilt




