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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome
New Members:
Bob and Joni Geuy, Piqua, OH
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$20 Individual
$25 Family

Life
$500 Individual
$1,000 Family

Historical Highlights

J

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

August 7, 2012

Mark your calendar for this special election. A .25 mill tax levy
will be placed before the voters in the county on August 7" to provide
funding for the Society and county historical museums located in Anna,
Botkins, Fort Loramie and Jackson Center. Board co-president Linda
DeVelvis commented, “This is historic. After six months of preparation
along with meetings with the county commissioners and county historical
societies, we are prepared to ask the voters to help preserve our
wonderful legacy and priceless artifacts. It is an exciting time for history
in our communities.”

The commissioners used to provide money for the county
museums from the county’s general fund, but that was stopped several
years ago due to budget constraints. This levy if passed will provide
critical resources for the operation of all county museums and the
preservation of artifacts. Many of the museums do not have sufficient
money to pay utilities during the winter months.

What value do we place on our heritage? The county auditor’s
staff has estimated the cost of the levy for an owner of a $100,000 home
will be $7.88 per year, or about $.02 a day.

We need you! Your support and time are priceless resources.
Please mark your calendar and vote YES for Shelby County history!

. FASCINATING TALES OF
G SIDNEY FOOTBALL s

- When: Thursday, August 16, 7:00 p.m.

: Where: Sidney Memorial Stadium

: Sidney football historian Dave Ross will share the
: unique stories behind the scores from over a century of :
: SHS football. This event will serve as the opening for
: the Sidney High School Class of 1972 Reunion. :

This event is free and open to the public!
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This letter was donated to the
Shelby County History Society by
Keith Victor. It is post marked April
19, 1953. What makes this letter so
interesting is the letterhead and
envelope with “Ohio Theatre”
stamped on it!

t arraggement.

Moving?

Don’t forget to let us
know your new address! The
post office will NOT forward
newsletters!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” k
hidden clue last month: « han yod,
Sidney 8th: Sleeter Bull wasn’t born until VOLUNTEERS
December 23, 1887 - not July. June Volunteer Info:
Sidney 19th: Sam Crawford was a baseball '
player in 1912 for Cincinnati. 29 Volunteers

The clues were found by: 165 Hours

. Volunt ft certificate wi
No one found the clues this month. Olunteer gift cer zﬁ'ca ©winners
for June:

Good luck next month!
Jane Jones

Dean Morrow

The clue will be founfi ONLY in the Congratulations! Thank you to all
¥ ’ “Out of the Past” section.
our volunteers! We depend on you!

In June, 1041 people

participated in SCHS programs.




Dingmansbur
Clinton Township
By: Barbara Adams

From the 700 acres of land his father, James Dingman purchased in 1807 on the east
side of the Great Miami River, Daniel V. Dingman started the village of Dingmansburg.
Platted by Benjamin Cox in September of 1816 and recorded in Miami County, it antedated
Sidney by almost four years.

The original plat map was found among the dusty archives of the Shelby County
Recorder’s Office. From the map it was learned that space had been reserved for public
square, church, seminary, and cemetery. Only the cemetery became a reality, located at the
south end.

After the town of Sidney was established on the west side of the river, there was little
interest in developing Dingmansburg. Access to the village was difficult for several years as
there was no bridge connecting it with Sidney.

In June 1837, the site was resurveyed and became known as East Sidney. In 1919,
Dingmansburg was incorporated into Sidney.

From land records of Miami County the following names were taken as the original
owners in 1816 of the lots in Dingmansburg: Gardner Bobo, John Bryan, Jonas Bryan,
Benjamin S. Coe, Asa Coleman, Robert Colbertson, James Dingman, Jr., William Drake,
Hezekah Hubble, Cornelius Hurley, Fielding Lowry, Jacob Shidler, John Stoker, Teagle
Trade, Mary White, and Abraham Dingman.

Tin the 1850s two coverlet weavers were known to have had shops in Dingmansburg,
when East Sidney. They were Henry Enders and J. George Granold.
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This photo was just recently donated to the Shelby County Historical Society




Native American Gathering
By: Sidney Daily News

The Native American event will comprise performances by Native American
dancers and drum circles, demonstrations by craftsmen, storytelling, visits to local
schools, an exhibit at the Ross Historical Center and a speech by one of the
country's leading authorities on Native American history, Herman Viola.

The project was the brainchild of the late Martin "Tallhorse" Chambers, of Fort
Loramie. A Viethnam veteran and descendant of the Shawnee tribe, he approached
Tilda Phlipot with an idea for a program that would commemorate Native Americans'
roles as warriors in recent American conflicts and educate the public on Indian
history.

Chambers died in May, before he could see the manifestation of his idea.

"He wanted people to know how Native Americans were treated in the past
and how they are now," said his widow, Mary. "There are a lot of Native military
people. They weren't just people like the movies and TV portray. He didn't want
people to think the Natives were what TV portrayed them to be."

Martin and Mary, who is descended from the Cherokee Nation, participated in
more than 20 pow-wows together in Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Michigan
and North Carolina. Martin served as head veteran (the equivalent of executive
director), master of ceremonies or ring director (the equivalent of stage manager)
for many of them. He also was a drummer. He performed on the youth drum for the
Black Swamp Singers and Dancers, of Celina, for many years.

A welder and pipe-fitter by trade, Martin came by his Native American lineage
from his maternal great-grandmother, a Tall Man. Mary, too, traces her Native roots
through the maternal side of her family.

"Our elders don't talk about being Natives because they're still afraid they'll
lose their land," Mary said. "We were told when we were growing up that we were
Welsh and black Dutch. There's no such thing as black Dutch. When the Natives
went on the trail of tears, their neighbors were Dutch, so they just said they were
black Dutch." She noted that, as a result, it's difficult for Natives to research their
genealogy.

Martin served three tours of duty in Vietham and succumbed to heart disease
at 67, possibly brought on by exposure to agent orange.

"It was important to him that we recognize veterans during the gathering,"
Phlipot said. "We'll do that during the grand entry Saturday afternoon."

All events comprising the gathering will be free and open to the public except

the programs that have been scheduled for the schools on Sept. 7.
The gathering will open Sept. 6 with a lecture by Dr. Herman Viola, of Falls Church,
Va., curator emeritus at the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History. The
speech will be at 7 p.m. at Lehman Catholic High School. Viola has authored several
books about his specialty, the study of the American West and Native Americans.

Craftsmen, storytellers, dancers and drummers will illustrate Native American
life at the fairgrounds beginning at 10 a.m. Sept. 8. At 1 p.m., a ceremony honoring
all veterans will take place.



"This was important to Martin," Phlipot said. "He wanted to show that Native
Americans have always supported their country in war times." The grand entry will
feature a color guard and the placing of flags by area veterans.

Dancing and drumming performances and storytelling by Native Americans will
begin immediately following the grand entry and continue until dark; with a break
from 4 to 6 p.m. Performers will include Thunder with the Hand, Southern Singers,
and Anon. Head dancers will be Tim Samaniego and Anglia Allen. Aaron Stevens will
serve as master of ceremonies. George Reiter of Cincinnati will be Head Veteran,
and Mike Park will be the Ring Director.

In addition to crafts for sale and demonstrations of craftsmanship, Native
American food, including buffalo, elk, corn soup and fried bread will be available for
purchase.

The Ross Historical Center exhibit will feature Native American artifacts, some
of which are on loan from the museum at the Johnston Farm in Piqua. The staff did
extensive research at Fort Ancient. The exhibit will open Sept. 8 and run through the
month of September at the center, 201 N. Main Ave.

"We have dedicated the gathering now to the memory of Martin Chambers,"
Phlipot said. "We wouldn't be doing any of this if he hadn't been so passionate about
the idea."

Veterans, who don't have to be Native Americans, who would like to
participate in the grand entry, should contact Tilda Phlipot at (937) 498-5963.

This event has been made possible by the following grants and donations:
the Bentfinger Foundation, the Community Foundation of Shelby County,
the Shelby County United Way, the Monarch Legacy Fund, Steve and Peg
Baker, Ronald and Patricia Francis, Dave and Nancy Russell, Glen and Vanis
Phillips, Helen Blake Wildermuth and U.S. Bank. To sponsor this event send
donations to the Shelby County Historical Society, -
Attn: Native American Gathering, P.O. Box 376,
Sidney, OH 45365.

Tim Samaniego

Martin “Tallhorse” Chambers




Over the years Terry Lee has contributed over 30
articles for the Shelby County Historical Society’s
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stories range from Baseball Bats in Jackson Center,
Bimel Automobiles, Clinton Fire Extinguishers, Hickok

Candy Factory to the Prima Washing Machine. Each
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Now available at the Ross Center for $10.
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Letters to- the Editor:

Last month’s newsletter had a letter from one of our members that was unfortunately cut
off too soon. The end of the letter should have read: I have a lot of tales and made a lot of
friends, me and the old folks and farmers, and believe all of it. I had a good time in
Swanders.

Robert H., Leesburg, FL

Hi Historical Society!
If I lived in Sidney, I would love to be involved in your organization. I am 82 years
old and I remember the Sidney of the 1930s and 1940s as if it were yesterday.
Keep up the great work.
Love ya!
John K., Valparaiso, IN

Dear Tilda,
Thank you so much for providing a fun and educational program for our Camp

Kids. They really enjoyed the program.
Maureen W., Sidney, OH
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1887-AUGUST-125 YEARS AGO
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (5)-The wind Monday, blew down considerable corn
in the vicinity of Botkins...A watermelon and ice cream social
will be given by the young people of the Christian Church, at the
residence of R. E. Johnston, on north Miami St., next Monday
evening, for the benefit of the Church...Mrs. E. Wight has
moved her millinery store to rooms in the Zinn block. The room
vacated by her is occupied by B. C. Bennett, and his recent place
of business is used as the office of the Savings and Loan
Association.

MARRIAGES: On Sunday, July 31, 1187- George A. Lambert &
Miss Louisa Zigler of Anna. William H. Denning & Miss Anna
L. Finkenbine of Anna.

SIDNEY (19) — There is such a scarcity of houses in Sidney that
it is almost impossible for persons moving to our town to find
homes. Our factories are crowded with work, and the rapid
improvement of the town is not keeping up with the demands
for more homes. Ratermann Custom Home Builders can be
contacted to help you build your home. Over 100 houses have
been built in town this year and still the calls comes for more
houses...The new broom factory of McKinney & Richardson is
established in their quarters on Ohio street, adjoining Kraft’s
blacksmith shop. They employ about 10 people...An ice cream
festival and band concert will be given at Montra on Saturday
evening, August 27%, by the Montra band, assisted by Jolly Boy
band, of St. Johns, and the Anna band.

MARRIAGES: Maplewood-August 14 — J.P. William D. Staley
& Miss Mary E. Fitzpatrick. Sidney-William R. Wyman & Miss
Jeanette E. Walkup and Mr. Frank L. Carter & Mrs. Elmer
Carter, both of Sidney.

BIG RUN - There will be an ice cream festival given at
Maplewood on Saturday evening for the benefit of the M. E.
church...George Lovett is all smiles; cause he has a boy that can
soon call him pa...The surprise given last Wednesday evening in
honor of L. A. McFarland, it being his 32nd anniversary, was a
success in every respect, the number of guests being around 120.

BERLIN: Herman Klocker raised 628 bushels of oats from 11
acres...August Wise’s new boat is about completed...The Rev.
J.H. Shulze, who read his first holy mass here Monday, is the first
person to do so from this, St. Michael’s congregation. The
ceremonies were grand and impressive and will be long
remembered by the congregation. The Rev. Shulze will spend a
few weeks here with his relatives and then go to his field of labor
in Kansas where he has accepted a call.

BOTXKINS (26) The head of a mastodon was found in a swamp
on the farm of John Nuss, two miles north-west of Botkins this
week. It was imbedded in a swamp, Mr. Nuss was cleaning out
for a watering place for his cattle. It measured two feet across
the front above the eyes, and 28 inches from the front of the
head to the back of the neck. The tusks are in a good state of
preservation, finely covered with enamel and measure neatly five
feet long. Some pieces of the bones of the leg and two ribs were
found.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1912-AUGUST-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (9) - At the regular August meeting of the Board of
Education Tuesday night Miss Hulda Kramer was elected to
teach in the schools of Sidney and Mrs. Matilda Phlipot will be
teaching history. Miss Kramer and Mrs. Phlipot graduated from
Sidney high school with the class of 1909 and have been training
two years at the Michigan State Normal at Ypsilanti, Michigan.
Three janitors were elected. Will Shuey for the first and second
wards, Frank Kaser for the Central and Ben Henke for the fourth
ward. Ed Shinn was re-elected truant officer for the ensuing
year. In addition bills were allowed. It was decided that the
school for the year ensuing would open September 27, which is
Labor Day.

BOTKINS - The Botkins baseball team will give a grand Labor
Day celebration at that place on Labor Day, Monday September
2. There will be balloon ascension, motor cycle races, bicycle
races, relay races, greased pole climbing, a baseball game,
dancing, band concert, ice cream festival and many other
attractions. There will be something doing every minute and
everybody is invited to come and have a good time. The entire
program will be announced later.

CYNTHAIN TWP - At the commencement exercise last week
of the Western Kentucky State Normal College at Bowling
Green, Kentucky, Harvey W. Loy, of Cynthian Township, this
county, was one of the graduates. Mr. Loy has succeeded in
securing all the diplomas this institution grants. In 1908 he
received his B. Sc. Degree from this institution. Last year he
finished the course for the department of Elementary Education
and also the course for the department of Advance Education
and was granted a life diploma, the highest diploma granted by
the State Normal. It permits Mr. Loy to teach in any school in
Kentucky and many other states for life.

DAWSON (16) - Perhaps this will be the last chance you will
have of attending an ice cream social on the beautiful lawn at the
Oran Christian church this season. When you return home from
a hard day in the office, the store or in the field, you are tired,
you crave to get away from the trials and worties of the day, away
from things commercial and from the never ending pursuit of the
elusive dollat, still you don’t want to be alone, so take your wife,
family or best gitl and go to Oran Saturday night. Treat them to
candy, pop corn and peanuts. G. A. Pope, of Lockington, will be
there with 30 gallons of his choice vanilla, chocolate and peach
ice cream. Slip a few dollars in your vest pocket and the whole
countryside is yours as the road glides smoothly from beneath
the wheels of the quiet rubber tired rig.

FT. LORAMIE - Walter Brankamp, buggy salesman, Thomas
Unger, of the Tool and Die Works, and Stanley Mclntyre, a
clothier all of Cincinnati Ohio, are spending their two week’s
vacation with their old friend, Joseph Ruhenkamp. This jovial
group of fellows has visited Joe annually for the last four years
and when they come they keep things moving about the place.
They have supplied themselves with the necessary fishing tackle
and woe to the finny trip that venture in their vicinity.
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County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please
consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby %
We appreciate your generosity. b .

Moving? Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.
The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return.

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi
Vice-President: Jim Hall
Director: Tilda Phlipot

' Secretary: Rich Wallace
| Treasurer: Tom Seving
f Trustees: Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,
= Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb Van Tilburgh
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher

Jennifer Gariety
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne & Dean Morrow, Albert Dickas
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— 4 | eqacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Peg and Steve Baker Betty Bennett Walt & Carol Bennett

Ross Historical Center

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund  Continental Express, Inc. Dorothy Love Retirement

Community Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. William & Karen Feth

Rent the Ross Center for your | Thomas Francis ~ Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given  Jack & Kathleen Haslup Helman Brothers Body
Meetings  Parties Shop Lochard, Inc. Minster Bank  Joel Phillips  Primary Eyecare Associates Ross
Weddings Reunions Aluminum Foundries Dave Ross Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker

Speaking Engagements Sidney Body Carstar Sidney Electric Sidney Manufacturing Company Sidney Tool & Die
) Slagle Mechanical Contractors Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith  Darrell and Faye Spangler The
Contact us for more info! [ ypS Store  US Bank  Rich & Susan Wallace ~ Wilson Memorial Hospital




