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Welcome 

New Members: 
Buckeye Ford Lincoln, Sidney, OH 

Comer Trucking, Sidney, OH 
Jane Webb, Troy, OH 

Rhonda Fogt-Shull, Monroe, MI 
 

 
 
 
 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$25 Individual 
$35 Family 

$150 Friends of the Society 
 

Upcoming Events 
Clement Vallandigham and 

the Anti-War Movement 

During the Civil War 
When: Thursday, August 8 @ 7:00 p.m. 
Where: The Shelby County Court House, Sidney 
    Main Street entrance 

Thanks to our sponsor  

“The Shelby County Bar Association”  

this event is Free and open to the public! 
 

A substantial anti-war sentiment developed by late 1864.  The 
epicenter of it was located in Dayton and the ripple effect even 
threatened to engulf Sidney.  Dayton Congressman Clement 
Vallandigham led the protest movement.  Dayton area historian 
David Neuhardt will present a compelling program on the topic 
and explain its relevance to the present time. 

Electronic Newsletter 
If you would really like to help us out, you could start by receiving  

your newsletter electronically.  It costs us over $300 to print and mail  
it then we need volunteers to fold, tape, and place address labels on  

over 500 newsletters monthly. 

Join the  Jackson Center Historical SocietyJackson Center Historical SocietyJackson Center Historical SocietyJackson Center Historical Society    
209 W. Pike St, Jackson Center  

August 18, 2013 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
For a special opening in remembrance of  

Black Wednesday’s Black Wednesday’s Black Wednesday’s Black Wednesday’s 100th Anniversary 
Living history portrayal of Eddie Korn by Rich Wallace 

 

Call 937-596-6653 for more info. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

June Volunteer Info: 
28 Volunteers 
397 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for June: 
Drew Barber 

Ken McElroy 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In June, 1065 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Sidney 15th - Dollywood wasn’t opened 
until the spring of 1986 

Sidney 11th - “Today’s date will indicate 
where you can receive a free cool drink.”  

The answer being 7-11 
 

The clue was found by: 
Mark Deam, Chuck Hewitt, Delane Tyler,  

Judy Fogt, Vera Piper, Nancy Abels,  

Dick Braun, Barb Ditmer, Jody Kahn, 

 Patricia Francis, Tom Salm, Phil Wilt 
 
 

 
 
 

The clues will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

  

What’s New at the Ross Center 

From left to right: James Loos, Dr. Albert 
Dickas, and Ken New.  These three men are 
responsible for the new book cases at the Ross 
Center as in the that are behind them.  Dr. Dickas 
offered to purchase or fund a  better way to 
display the books that we offer for sale. Ken New 
designed and built the cases and James Loos 
stained and varnished them.  Thank you 
gentlemen for your superior work and efforts! 

Frank and Steve 
Thaman, along 
with Ken New 
have been 
working on 
refurbishing our 
front door and 
step for the past 
few months.  
Pictured is 
Frank replacing 
the newly 
polished door 
knocker.  The 
Society can’t 
thank them 
enough for the 
beautiful job 
they have done 
bringing the 
woodwork back 
to life!   
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 It’s been one hundred years since this 
tragic day in Shelby County history.  Edward 
and Milton Korn were going to help their 
father thresh wheat for a neighbor.  At this 
time Edward was an experienced pilot.  He 
was teaching Milton to fly, and since the 
neighbor lived close, it would be a good time 
for Milton to practice taking off and landing. 
 Around 5:30 a.m. that Wednesday 
morning their plane 
“turned turtle” (upside 
down).  It was 
reported their 
(“aeroplane,” 
“airship,” or 
“airplane”) flying at a 
height of about 100 
feet suddenly swerved 
to one side and 
quivered like a 
wounded bird.  The 
plane came down on 
the front end and 
Milton was pinned 
under the engine with 
serious injuries.  His 
head was lying near 
the radiator and his 
feet and legs were 
trapped under the seat in which he was 
sitting.  The Sidney Daily News reported 
Milton’s injuries as follows: “…face was 
badly cut and bruised, compound fracture 
between the left knee and hip, bone 
fragments were driven through the muscle 
and skin, and serious cuts on the left forearm 
just above the wrist, large cut above his left 
eye and the back of his right hand.” Charles 
Linker witnessed the crash.  He and other 
neighbors made a stretcher for Milton, and 
six men carried him to Mr. Collins’ huckster 
wagon to take him home. (This huckster 
wagon pulled by a team of horses was used 
to deliver groceries and feed to the local 
residents) 

Black Wednesday 
August 13, 1913 
By: Rose Hawkins 

 While Milt was pinned under the 
aircraft Eddie Korn was walking around in a 
semi-conscious state after the crash.  
Edward’s injuries were not as severe, but he 
was left with back pain which had an effect 
on his decision to give up flying in 1916.  
Both brothers were transported to the nearby 
family home on Snider Road near Montra. 
Several physicians were summoned to set 

Milton’s bones.  
After this, Milton 
fell into a semi-
conscious 
condition and never 
awoke. 
 Milton 
Homer Korn was 
born in Montra on 
November 29, 
1889 and died in 
Montra on August 
19, 1913. While 
Milton’s life was 
ended at age 23, 
Edward lived to the 
age of 92.  A brief 
funeral service was 
held at the house of 
the mourning 

family by the Rev. L. F. Mittler.  The body 
was then taken to Emanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Montra.  After this 
impressive service, the body was viewed by 
hundreds of people from near and far and 
buried in the cemetery next to the church.  
His tombstone can be visited there today. 
 Edward and Milton were the oldest 
sons of John and Mary Korn. They had 
always been fascinated by engines and 
motors, and both of them were very 
mechanical. Their father owned a steam 
engine, and their uncle also used steam 
power to run his sawmill.  A story is told that 
as a young boy, Milton would tuck the  

Edward Korn - 1915 
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family’s pet  goose  under  his  arm,  climb  
their windmill, and release the goose at the 
top so he could watch the movement of the 
goose’s wings.  As a boy Milton built model 
airplanes that flew.  They didn’t have the 
wind tunnels and other 
equipment that the 
Wright brothers used.  
Their runway was an 
open farm field.  Korn 
Field is said to be the 
first airport in Ohio.  
Ed and Milt’s younger 
brother Arlington Korn 
later operated this 
airport and gave flying 
lessons.  When a 
student made his first 
successful solo flight, 
the ritual was to cut off 
his shirt tail, write his name and date of his 
solo flight on it to be posted on the bulletin 
board at Korn Field (Korn Field is listed on 
the National Historical Registry). 
 On 1909 they built their first plane in 
sections in the family barn and assembled it 
on the flying field.  It had a wingspread of 34 
feet and a 30 hp motor, but it never got off 
the ground.  This plane was too heavy and 
did not have enough horsepower. 
 Milt drew up new plans.  They 
dismantled their first plane and started over.  
This time they used a Roberts 50 hp motor.  
Their sister Theda Korn Gross sewed the 
wing covering on her mother’s sewing 
machine.  Then the brothers stretched the 
fabric on the wings and painted it with 
shellac to stiffen the material. 
 In July 2, 1911, they made their first 
successful flight on the same flying field 
which was only one half mile long.  Edward 
described this flight in a letter.  “First it 
bounced off the ground and then leveled off 
and flew across the farm.”  History was made 
on Snider Road in Shelby County that day 
because this was the first pusher type 
monoplane to fly.  The plane got off the  

ground and flew straight, but they didn’t 
know how to maneuver it.  This was 8 years 
after the Wright Brothers from Dayton made 
their first successful flight in 1903. 
 John Korn decided that if his sons 

could  build  a plane 
they also should  be 
able to control it.  
Edward was sent to 
Kenloch Field in St. 
Louis, Mo. in 
September 1911, to 
take flying lessons and 
received his pilot’s 
license on May 1, 
1912, flying the 
school’s Benoist 
plane.  His license 
number was No.117.  
After he received his 

license, he became an instructor at Kenloch 
Field. While Eddie was training pilots, 
Milton was working on designing floats to 
mount to airplanes at Kenloch Field.  Milton 
is credited with designing not the first, but 
the second seaplane (also called float plane 
or flying boat).  Ed bought a Benoist kit in 
March 1912, and together the brothers in 
their free time built their own Benoist tractor 
plane.  It was completed on May 20, 1912.  

The Benoist 

Milton is credited with designing not the 

first, but the second seaplane  

(also called float plane or flying boat). 
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The Benoist-Korn XII had a six-
cylinder motor with 75 hp. Their one 
big improvement to the design was to 
put hinged ailerons on the edge of the 
upper wing for better stability. 
 These two brothers supported 
themselves by giving exhibitions and 
rides at county fairs and other special 
events. They were nicknamed 
“birdmen and barnstormers.”  They 
gave the first flying exhibition at the 
Shelby County Fair.  Edward’s other firsts 
were flying the plane for the first parachute 
jump from an aircraft, delivering the first 
airmail in Illinois, and the first person to take 
his own self-portrait while in flight.  If Black 
Wednesday had not happened, would they 
have set up their own flying school in 
Montra?  Would they have started 
manufacturing their own brand of planes in 
Shelby County? 
 
 After the death of Milton and because 
of Edward’s injured back from the crash, he 
lost his desire to fly.  He and his wife, 
Elfreda moved back to her hometown of Bay 
City, MI.  He worked for the Hudson Motor 
Company until the end of World War I.  This 
is where their daughter Ruth was born.  He 
was an active member of the “Early 
Birds” (an organization of pioneers in 
aeronautics who flew solo before December 
17, 1916) the rest of his life.  He studied 
chiropractics at Ross College Chiropractics. 
 
Several questions answered: 

Where is Montra? 

 Montra is located in Jackson 
Township in the northeast corner of Shelby 
County. 
Montra was called by some “Mahuren Pond” 
named after William and Isaac Mahuren, the 
first people to settle here in a log cabin 
before Montra was surveyed.  The log cabin 
served as the first store.  They often carried 
their goods on foot from Port Jefferson. 
Mahuren was the first postmaster of Montra 
and the mail carrier to Port Jefferson.   

In addition he also had a cooperage to make 
barrels and tubs and an ashery to make lye 
that was needed to make soap.  The second 
merchant was John Davis followed by 
George  Heintz.   The name  Montra  was  an 
Indian name for “mountains three,” and 
Montra was the name used when the town 
was surveyed in 1849. 
 In just 26 years the population of 
Montra went from 2 to 160 people living in 
40 residences.  Most of these residents were 
from the Alsace-Lorraine area of Germany. 
People were hungry and out of work.  Their 
sons were forced by the government into the 
military.  Times were a constant struggle, 
and they migrated to America looking for a 
better life. 
In 1875 Montra hadthe following structures: 
    Two general supply stores owned and 
operated by John Iseman and J. C. Elliot; 
    One pump factory erected in 1875, and 
later owned by J. C. Heintz; 
   One steam sawmill erected in 1863, by 
George Heintz and later owned by Ailes and 
Co., then sold to the Korn family until it 
went out of business; 
   One hotel operated by N. B. Akers; 
   One shoe shop owned by William Martz; 
   One blacksmith and wagon shop owned by 
Butchinhart and Heislon; 
   One retail liquor store owned by Michael 
Zwiebel; 
   One two story brick schoolhouse; 
   Two churches; 
   One resident physician, Dr. Foreman; 
   Epler Masonic Lodge. 
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 What a contrast from today!  Today Montra has one church Emanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (listed on the National  Historical Registry) and 4 stop signs. The two-story 
school house has been converted to a one story storage building, the building that housed 
Collins grocery store, later Wilts Grocery Store, is no longer a business.  Montra is now a 
crossroad town.  The downfall of Montra was the coming of the Detroit, Toledo, and Ironton 
Railroad through Jackson Center. This transferred the industry to Jackson Center.  The same 
thing happened to Port Jefferson with the trains going through Sidney. 
 

What happened to Korn Field?  

 It was owned and operated by Ed and Milt’s younger brother Arlington Korn who gave 
flying lessons until 1957 when Arlington died.  Today (2013) it is home to Creative Plastics. 

What happened to the Benoist-Korn Type XII plane built by two local farm boys after 

that Black Wednesday, August 13, 1913?   

 The pieces were broken down and stored at the Korn Airport in Jackson Center, Ohio.  
Edward donated the parts to the Smithsonian Institution in 1949 and it was restored by NASM 
in 1981-1982.  Today it is on display at the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum in the 
Pre-1920 Aviation exhibition station at the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center in Chantilly, VA.  

The Korn brothers in a pusher type monoplane. 

A Benoist in flight 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
AUGUST – 1938 – 75 Years Ago 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (3rd) – Forty people involved over $10,500.00 
Estate of Margaret Burress’ Will either as plaintiffs or 
defendants, in the case in the Shelby county common pleas 
court Thursday afternoon, contesting the will of Margaret 
Burress, deceased, which was admitted for probate in the 
probate court of the county on February 21, 1938.  The 
action was brought by a number of heirs of the deceased, 
claiming that the paper purporting to be the will is not the 
last will and testament of Margaret Burress and asking that 
it be set aside.  In this paper C. H. Roman, of Sidney, was 
named as executor of the deceased and he was also named 
the sole heir of her state which amounts to $10,500.  Frank 
H. Marshall, of Sidney and Maurice A. Russell, of Dayton, 
were named as attorneys for the plaintiffs. 
 

SIDNEY (12th) – The third annual Sidney Boys club 
Kiwanis camp opened Monday for one week at Camp 
Waconda, the Piqua Y.M.C.A. camp, seven miles southwest 
of Sidney.  The camp with 60 boys enrolled, is the largest 
ever conducted by the Boys’ club.  The camp organization 
and other counselors and camp personnel included: Bill 
Rhees, Jr. Masteller, Virgil Shie, Victor Taylor, Bill Zorn, 
Dick Russell, Harold Money, Bill Foster, Fred Dull Jr., 
James Lewis, Jack and Joe Robinson, Bill Lonsbury, Bill 
Dilbone, Bob Dearth, Dick Dormire, Bob Stump, Don 
Weimer, Boyce Morrow, Donald Packer, and many other 
men. 
 

SHELBY COUNTY (19TH) –A large number of poultry 
flock owners will attend the egg auction at Versailles on 
Tuesday, August 23rd.  The Shelby county day will give all 
producers of eggs a special opportunity to visit the Poultry 
Producers’ egg auction, and see the actual operations of 
grading, packing and selling eggs.  All are requested to be at 
the auction room at 9:15AM so that they can see the final 
preparation and the egg properly cased, labeled and sold at 
10AM.  Necessary steps to produce the highest quality eggs 
will be a feature of the program. 
 

SIDNEY (21ST) – I wish to extend my sincere thanks to 
the voters of third ward B for their support at the primary 
election.  Your kindness is greatly appreciated.  C. S. 
Christian. 
 
SIDNEY (26th) – A life saving, water safety, and first aid 
class is being conducted at the Miller pool, and each 
evening from 6-8 PM class activities are in progress there 
under the supervision of Wallace Masteller Jr., who is an 
authorized Red Cross life saver.  The public is invited to 
attend the classes and witness the work being done under 
the supervision of Mr. Masteller and Fred Dull Jr.  

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
August – 100 Years Ago – 1913 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

Sidney (1st) - The Martz homestead, a two story frame 
structure about a mile and a half northeast of Sidney on 
Port Jefferson pike, was destroyed by fire Wednesday 
morning about 10 AM.  How the fire started is not known, 
but the flames had gained considerable headway before 
they were discovered…As Samuel Strahlem was leading a 
bull on Brooklyn avenue in East Sidney, Monday 
afternoon, the animal became unmanageable and broke 
away from him.  The maddened animal ran into the yard of 
Ferd Kloecker, tramped down the flowers and broke one 
of the windows. 
 

US Patent – Last week M. E. Shaw was granted a patent 
from the US Patent Office for an improvement in a 
cement tile machine which will manufacture tile from four 
inches up to sixteen inches diameter. The machine will be 
put on exhibition in a short time at the Slusser and McLean 
shop. 
 
BOTKINS (8th) - A serious accident occurred at the plant 
of the Sheets Manufacturing Company in Botkins on 
Tuesday, in which John Morris, one of the employees of 
the rim bending department, was the victim.  A heavy rim 
was removed from the bending machine, secured by a 
clamp to hold it in shape until cooled and dried, and when 
the metal clasp busted.  Mr. Morris was struck a terrific 
blow in the pit of the stomach, internal injuries being 
inflicted that it was feared for a time would result fatally, 
but it is now anticipated that he will recover.   
 
SIDNEY (15TH) - While Alva Doak in a buggy occupied 
by George Wills and Vincent Richards and Fred Davis in 
another buggy with Edith Forsyth were racing along the St. 
Marys pike north of the city near the C. H. & D. overhead 
bridge Saturday evening, Doak’s rig collided with a rig 
driven by C. T. Stewart occupied by Mr. Stewart and his 
wife.  Stewart’s horse was injured and the rig badly 
damaged.  The boys who were racing immediately stopped 
to render assistance.  They made arrangements to repair 
Mr. Stewart’s rig and harness and have the horse properly 
attended to be a veterinary. 
 
SHELBY COUNTY CANDIDATES – The Cincinnati 
Enquirer of Wednesday morning contained the following 
names as candidates:  Joseph Raterman, Thomas Walkup, 
M. D., Joseph Monnier, Benjamin J. Eichel, Joseph S. 
Simons, J. B. Trimpe, James Ovenden, Sherrod Brown, 
William Klipstine, and G. H. Dickas all (D) and R. D. 
Mede, J. C. Rosser, Frank Arnett and Anton Friedman all 
(R). 

7 



 

NON  PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SIDNEY, OH 45365 

PERMIT #31 

HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 
PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
(937) 498-1653 

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to 
miss an issue of Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 
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Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Jim Hall Secretary: Rich Wallace  
Treasurer: Tom Seving    Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Doug Allinger, Robert Dobras, Carleen Pettit, and Faye Spangler 
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Doug Allinger  Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.   Jon Baker  Peg & Steve Baker  Drew and Debbie Barber  Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund  Continental Express, Inc.  David & Linda DeVelvis  Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning  Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.  William & Karen Feth  Ferguson 
Construction  Freshway Foods  Matt & Julie Gilardi  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given  Jack & Kathleen Haslup  Richard & Virginia 
Henke   Helman Brothers Body Shop   Michael and Jane Jones   Paul and Linda Keller   Koenig Equipment, Inc    Lacal 
Equipment, Inc.  Lochard, Inc.  Douglas Millhoff  Minster Bank  John Minton  Primary Eyecare Associates  Quilts for Keeps  
Ron & Nita’s  Ross Aluminum Foundries  Dave Ross  Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc  Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant  Mr. & Mrs. 
Tom Shoemaker  Roger & Pamela Shoffner  Sidney Body Carstar  Sidney Electric  Sidney Manufacturing Company  Sidney 
Tool & Die  Slagle Mechanical Contractors  Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith Darrell & Faye Spangler  The UPS Store  US Bank  Rich & 
Susan Wallace  Helen Blake Wildermuth  Wilson Memorial Hospital  Greg & Priscilla Wilt  Amy Zorn 


