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Welcome New Members: 

 
Dennis R. Ely, Sanford FL 

Thomas Neel of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 
 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500  

By Tilda Phlipot 

 The Year of Valor will reach its climax from August 30, to Sept 6, 

2015, with the arrival of the Field of Valor and the Traveling Vietnam Wall 

but there is so much more to this week than just those two events.   

 As I sit at my desk writing this article I am reminded that this event 

is about all men and women who risk their lives every day for the 

residents of Shelby County, the State of Ohio, and the United States of 

America.  For me personally it is to honor John Frederick McClellan my 

uncle who paid the ultimate sacrifice during WWII.  Honoring veterans in 

my home is not just for a day, or a week, it is a way of life.  My parents 

instilled in me the idea that Freedom isn’t FREE!!!!  

 The Shelby County Historical Society needs your support to make 

the Week of Valor a huge success.  Please if you have not already done so 

purchase a flag to honor a member in your family who is in the service 

presently, is a veteran, is a firefighter or retired from the Fire Department, 

is a police officer or a deputy sheriff or retired from either of these 

professions.  What better way can we say thank you than by honoring 

them with a flag. 

 For a schedule of events please turn to page 5. 

When: Monday, August 31 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Where: Municipal Court - Monumental Building 

This event is free and open to the public. 

 

 This program will highlight Shelby County men from WW I, 

WW II, Korea, and Vietnam who were recipients of the Medal of 

Valor.  A discussion will include medals earned and the 

circumstances behind these awards.   

The Valor of The Valor of The Valor of The Valor of     

Shelby CountyShelby CountyShelby CountyShelby County    

The Year of ValorThe Year of ValorThe Year of ValorThe Year of Valor    



 

Dick 
Adams in 
front of 
Barbara’s 
photo. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

June Volunteer Info: 
35 Volunteers 
159  Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for June: 
Kathie Woodruff 

Cecil Steele 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In June,  840 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Night’s Out-Kris Kristofferson and Bobby 
McGee weren’t around 

Sidney 16th-The Shelby County Historical 
Society wasn’t around 100 years ago 

 

The clues were found by: 
 

Glen Phillips, Paul Workman, and Susan 

Killian 
 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

    TheTheTheThe    
Barbara E. AdamsBarbara E. AdamsBarbara E. AdamsBarbara E. Adams    

Genealogical Research Center Genealogical Research Center Genealogical Research Center Genealogical Research Center     
is now open!is now open!is now open!is now open!    

Dr. Adams and members of the Shelby 
County Genealogical Society. 

James Watkins, Dick Adams, Tilda 
Phlipot, and Julie Gilardi 
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Clyde Fisher: 
The Father of Astronomy  

in America 
By Rich Wallace 

 For centuries, human beings have 
gazed up to the stars, wondering what 
secrets lay locked away in the distance.  
From many generations before the Greeks to 
the present day, mankind has sought more 
knowledge to help explain the mysteries 
above. 
 Sidney made its own contribution to 
the ongoing study of our last 
frontier.  An inquisitive, 
young Shelby County man 
did more than any other 
American to make the 
heavens understandable to 
all.  This is his story. 
 Our country’s foray 
into astronomy began with 
the opening of the Hayden 
Planetarium in September 
1935.  It was a proud day for 
Dr. Clyde Fisher, the curator 
of the planetarium.  He had 
come a long way. 
 Clyde Fisher was 
born May 22, 1878, on a 
farm along County Road 25A 
in Orange Township.  At the 
1892 Orange Township 
school commencement 
exercise for the ninth grade, young Clyde 
gave the valedictory oration on the topic:  
“Examples of Great Men.”  It was to be a 
good omen for the young student.  After 
graduation from the county schools, he 
taught school for a period of time, while 
furthering his education at Ohio Northern 
University in the summer.  He transferred to 
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, after three 
years, graduating in 1905.  While a student at 
Miami, his extraordinary intellect and natural 
curiosity allowed him to master the fields of 
geology and zoology, as well as botany. 

 He taught school in Troy from 1905 to 
1907, where he was one of the first teachers 
to introduce geological projects into a 
curriculum that centered mostly on the three 
‘Rs.’  Clyde Fisher subsequently moved to 
Florida, where he was a professor at Palmer 
College and Academy in DeFuniak, Florida 
and also taught ornithology at the University 

of Florida.  He thirsted for 
additional knowledge, and 
returned to post graduate 
studies at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, 
Maryland, to study botany.  
Dr. Fisher obtained his Ph.D. 
in 1913. 
 Fisher’s versatility as a 
scientist resulted in an 
appointment to staff position 
with the American Museum of 
Natural History in 1913.  As 
the June 1940 article in the 
periodical Natural History 
pointed out, Fisher became 
the ‘jack of all trades.’  He 
created courses of study for 
students and teachers in 
every discipline covered by 
the museum over the next 

decade.  His contributions in the emerging 
field of teaching science to young children 
were groundbreaking and nationally 
recognized. 
 Dr. Fisher was given the task at the 
museum of creating a department of 
astronomy in 1924.  The study of astronomy 
was actually an early and life-long interest for 
him.  When he was growing up on the farm in 
Orange Township Clyde’s two uncles, both of 
whom were amateur astronomers, had him 
gazing through a telescope at an early age.  
He was hooked. 

Dr. Clyde Fisher 
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 Dr. Fisher sought ways to make his 
new department child-friendly with his knack 
for making the most difficult subjects 
understandable to young minds.  German 
scientists were experimenting with an idea 
called a ‘planetarium,’ where the wonders of 
the night sky were projected on the inside 
ceiling of a building.  With no planetariums in 
this country, and little in the way of 
professional equipment, he traveled to the 
Carl Zeiss Optical works in Munich, 
Germany.  The Germans had constructed an 
instrument that was capable of projecting 
over 9,000 stars, along with the sun and 
moon, all of which moved across the domed 
ceiling in the proper relation to each other.  
He never forgot his first experience with the 
planetarium.  “An involuntary ‘Ah’ swept over 
the assembly,” he recalled.  “In short, I was 
astonished, overwhelmed.  The illusion of the 
immensity of space is perfect.  It is the 
greatest invention ever devised by man as a 
visual aid in teaching.” 
 Excited, he hurried back to New York 
with plans for America’s first planetarium.  
The Great Depression intervened.  That fact, 
along with other budget constraints at the 
museum, shelved his project for ten long 
years.  With a government loan and a 
bequest from the estate of New York Banker 
Charles Hayden, the $850,000 Hayden 
Planetarium project was completed in 1935. 
 Clyde Fisher was far from a dry, 
boring scientist.  He once said “You can’t 
make people interested in the stars if you 
don’t make it any more interesting than math 
or physics.”  He always thought that if 
children understood and enjoyed astronomy, 
then surely adults would as well. 
 Adults certainly did. Fisher was a 
world-renowned lecturer on astronomy and 
other subjects.  He reveled in pointing out the 
fascinating facts about our solar system.  
When a columnist from the New York Sun 
inquired of him in an interview how he 
seemed to move so fast in all directions with 
his various projects, Fisher reminded him 
what a ride the columnist was on, going 
between 600 and 700 miles an hour just 
seated in his chair based on the rotation of 
the earth. 

 Clyde Fisher really did move quickly in 
all directions.  The September 1947 edition of 
the Miami Alumnus called him ‘the most 
versatile living natural historian.’  At that 
point, two years prior to his death, he had 
been a teacher, college president, 
photographer, botanist, ornithologist, 
geologist, mammalogist, paleontologist, and 
astronomer.  The Alumnus article stated that 
“His relentless intellect led him into one, then 
another field of natural scienceE author, 
world traveler, explorer, lecturer- these are a 
few of the titles which describe him.” 
 His fascination with life propelled him 
outside the textbook and classroom.  With his 
grounding in the natural sciences, he was 
invited to participate in many early 
expeditions to remote parts of the world, 
including Lapland and Bermuda in the early 
1920s.  Dr. Fisher led expeditions to Siberia 
and the mountains of Peru to view eclipses in 
the early 1930s, and again in 1936 and 1937.  
He also went to Mexico to study an active 
volcano for parts of two years, beginning in 
1943.  An avid photographer, he made the 
first photographs of an eclipse of the sun 
from above the clouds. 
 Clyde Fisher passed away in New 
York City only eight years after his retirement 
as Director Emeritus of the Hayden 
Planetarium in 1941.  He is still 
acknowledged as the ‘father of astronomy’ in 
this country.  The Sidney Daily News article 
announcing his visit here in 1928 summed up 
the feelings of a proud home town: “He is the 
son of this community of whom we are all 
justly very proud.  His accomplishments 
tower high before the world.” 

John Kieran, Albert Einstein, and Clyde Fisher 
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Field of Valor and Traveling Vietnam Wall Schedule of Events:    
 Join us every day at 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. as local ministers will offer prayers in the Field of Valor 

for the safety of our country, the men and women who are first responders and the men and women 

who are and have served in our armed forces. 
 

August 30, 2015 

1:00 p.m. - We will all meet at Custenborder Field to install 1,000 flags.  This will be completed 

in three stages.  First we will pound the rebar into the ground, next we will place the flags on 

the rebar, and finally install the information card on to the flag.  Volunteers will be needed 

from 1 p.m. to approximately 4 p.m.  Please register to help by calling the SCHS office at 937-

498-1653.  

August 31, 2015 

7:00 p.m. -THE VALOR OF SHELBY COUNTY at the Monumental Building.   

 7:30 p.m. -  Patriotic Rosary at Custenborder Field 

September 1, 2015  

Time to be announced.  Court Street Bridge Rededication Ceremony.   

In October 1946, in front of a large crowd of Shelby County residents, Governor Frank J. 

Lausche consecrated the bridge to the memory of Shelby County men who paid the supreme 

sacrifice in World War I & II.  Governor Lausche stated in his address, “The steel, cement and 

labor required to erect the structure are an embodiment of all that was given by the war dead 

to preserve the American way of life.”  Please join us for this monumental event this event is 

still in the planning stages.  We will release the final arrangements as soon as possible. 

September 2, 2015 

6:00 p.m. - Traveling Vietnam Wall Tribute and Motorcycle Escort scheduled to leave the 

Wapakoneta VFW and travel Country Road 25A through Botkins and Anna.  The escort will 

make its way through Sidney, around the Court Square to Custenborder Field.  Food provided 

by the Sidney VFW, proceeds to benefit “Vets to DC.” 

September 3, 2015 

7:00 a.m. - The Traveling Vietnam Wall to be installed 

6:15 p.m. - Local Veteran organizations present Color Guard 

6:30 p.m. - Sidney Civic Band Concert 

Food provided by the Sidney VFW, proceeds to benefit “Vets to DC.” 

September 4, 2015 

10:00 a.m. - David Taylor guest speaker at the Vietnam Wall  

6:00-9:00 p.m. - Cruise In at the Wall 

Food provided by the Sidney VFW, proceeds to benefit “Vets to DC.” 

September 5, 2015 

7:00-8:00 a.m. - Run to the Wall 5K Run/Walk Check In 

8:30 a.m. - Run to the Wall 5K Run/Walk begins 

8:30-10:30 a.m. - Rotary Pancake Breakfast at Custenborder Field 

2:00 p.m. - Ride of Honor 

September 6, 2015 

10:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass with Father Tony Cutcher 

2:00 p.m. - Closing Ceremony 

3:00 p.m. - Traveling Vietnam Wall comes down 

4:00 p.m. - Field of Valor to be retired  

 Volunteers are still needed for this event.   

If you are interested in helping out please contact 

our office at 937-498-1653 
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THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
Aug-1940-75 Years Ago 

Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (9th)-September 15 is the date Miss Wauneta 
Prueter and Wilbur Langhorst have chosen to speak their 
nuptial vows and this secret was revealed to a group of the 
close friends of the bride-elect at a lovely party Thursday 
evening in the Prueter home on Foraker avenue.  Miss 
Prueter welcomed her guests for a dessert bridge and 
revealed the date in a message on a dainty card attached to 
the attractive corsage favors which marked each cover.  
Miss Louise Applegate found the secret disclosed in her 
corsage and read the message of “Whitey and Wauneta, 
September 15, 1940.” 
 

SIDNEY (10th)-Churches of Sidney-Church of the 
Nazarene-Michigan St. N.C. McNelly, pastor…First U.B. 
Church-Corner of West & Beech St., M.L. Garberson, 
pastor…Church of the Brethren-Grove St., Rev. I.R. Berry, 
pastor…Church of Christ-North Main near North St., Rev. 
J.A. Long, minister…United Church of Christ-113 S. 
Miami Ave., Edwin Y. Reed, pastor…Salvation Army 217 
Poplar St., Officers in charge of local work-Major Lucy 
Miller & Lieutenant Edith Coon…The First Methodist 
Church, Rev. D. L. Browning, minister…Mennonite 
Brethren in Christ, Corner Ohio & Beech St., Norman D. 
Zimmerman, pastor…Church of God 604 N. Main St., 
Rev. Lonnie Stone, pastor…Holy Angels Catholic Church-
Rev. Edward C. Lehman, pastor and Rev. William J. 
Goldschmidt, assistant. 
 

SIDNEY 12th)-Aliens must register between August 27 & 
December 27, according to the orders which are under the 
alien registration act passed by congress in June.  Aliens are 
described as those who owe allegiance to another country, 
specifically those who have not received full naturalization.  
All information received at the post office will be kept in 
strictest confidence, according to Postmaster W. B. 
Swonger. 
 

SIDNEY (16th)-FOR SALE-1939 Buick Coupe, Black 
finish, like new. Clean cloth upholstering. Low Mileage. 
One Owner. A. G. Langhorst…Palace deluxe coach house 
trailer, like new. Electric brakes & lights, two stoves, bath 
tub etc. P. C. Rasor, 677 Fair Ave., phone Main 2326…
1950 Ford, V8, flat head, $711.00 - phone P.E. 1328…1937 
Ford Tudor, clean, heater, $260. H. R. Frazier, 321 Linden 
Ave., Sidney…11 Poland China pigs, Joe Platfoot, 
Campbell pike, one mile west of Sidney…Several eight, 
seven, six, five room houses.  Three properties in Port 
Jefferson.  Three, 14, 19, 40, 58, 60, 80 & 160 acre farms.  
Well located lots.  Phone Main 1253, George E. Sturm, 
room 262 Ohio building, or 626 S. Main. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

AUG-1915-100 Years Ago 
Dean Morrow 

 

MAPLEWOOD-(6th)-It was quite a surprise to Mrs. 
Stephenson and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Steenrod last Friday 
when their son and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Steenrod, 
came home so unexpectedly.  Mr. and Mrs. Steenrod have 
been in Crowell, Texas the past couple years for Mr. 
Steenrod’s health. 
 

SIDNEY-It is only a short time until the primaries are 
held for nominations of city and ward officers.  The 
indications up to this date are that the campaign, if there is 
any, is the quietest ever known in Sidney.  You never hear 
any one speak of the names of prospective candidates.  If 
any work is being done it must be of the gum shoe variety.  
The local elections are the most important of any others 
because local officials assess the most, of the taxes we pay 
and direct the manner in which the public funds are 
expended.  It is therefore the duty of the voters to see that 
the most judicious men be nominated and elected. 
 

SIDNEY (13th) – Frank Hamberger, Sr., aged 77, who 
disappeared from his home, was located just a short 
distance south of Sidney.  Although well up in years, 
Hamberger was walking to Cleveland.  He left his residence 
early Monday morning without his cell and without giving 
any information as to his intended long walk.  Hamberger 
was brought back to this city none the worst for his long 
hike…..Homer D. Laughlin has arranged to open a cash 
retail grocery in the room fronting on Ohio avenue in 
connection with the wholesale grocery.  The grocery will 
be known as Laughlin’s cash grocery and he expects to 
keep on hand a complete line of high grade groceries.   
 

Ft. Loramie (20th) – Born-to John Luthman and wife, a 
daughter…John Lear played the saxophone at Coldwater 
dance Wednesday evening…The baseball game Sunday 
was played with the Anna team.  It resulted in a score of 22 
to 2 in favor of the Ft. Loramie team.  Next Sunday the 
local team will cross bats with the Sidney team. 
 

It was Socrates who said: “Borrow money from yourself by 
reducing your wants.”  His advice was good for the old 
Greeks of his day.  It is just as good for the people of 
today.  The lack of economy and industry is the chief cause 
of poverty and suffering.  Idleness leads to other bad 
habits, and lack of economy encourages their indulgence. 
 

PORT JEFFERSON-Justice of the Peace Hess issued a 
replevin for the fire department apparatus at Port Jefferson 
Monday morning.  The replevin was issued against E. M. 
Honnell, owner of the building in which the apparatus was 
kept, who claimed rent was due and would not allow the 
stuff to go out until the rent was paid. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Linda DeVelvis      Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Tom Seving         Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, Faye Spangler, and Nancy Steinke 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Dana Bogart 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Jon Baker 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 

Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Primary Eyecare Associates 
Bill & Lisa Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Sidney Tool & Die 

Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 


