
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 
ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 
Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 
CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org 
 
 

  FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  
submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 
Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community and 
promote local history” 

Vision: “To become a center of 
excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 
 
 
 
Welcome New Members: 
Deborah Johnson, Sidney, OH 

Jack and Ann Weiskittel, Sidney, OH 
Helen Hovestreydt-Scott, Sidney, OH 

 
 
 
 

SCHS Memberships 
Yearly 

 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical HighlightsHistorical HighlightsHistorical HighlightsHistorical Highlights    
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

August 2016 Edition 

“Morality vs. Jobs” 
The Shelby County 

Historical Society invites you to 
witness the recreation of a 
dramatic moment in our history 
on Monday, August 29, 2016, at 7 
p.m. in the Masonic Temple 
Lodge Room in downtown 
Sidney.  Living history characters 
will portray a scene from a 1911 
Sidney City Council meeting 
involving the popular police 
Chief William O’Leary. 

The hot button issues a 
century ago were alcohol, morals, 
jobs and free speech.  Chief 
O’Leary ignited this combustible 
mixture, and it boiled over before 
the City Council, almost costing 
him his job. 

Ohio communities were given the option to prohibit alcohol 
beginning in 1908.  Sidney voted to remain ‘wet’ or continue to use and 
sell alcohol.  Miami County voted ‘dry.’  Sidney was home to the Wagner 
Brewery, which provided 200 local jobs.  Sidney also boasted many bars 
and lounges.  The city also had an active temperance movement, 
consisting of Masonic Lodge members and women’s groups against 
alcohol use, such as the Women’s Christian Temperance Union and the 
Anti-Saloon League. 

Friction between Sidney and Piqua developed immediately after 
Sidney voted “wet” in 1908.  Miami County residents were taking the 
trolley to Sidney to drink, causing problems for the Sidney police, then 
traveling back home.  This culminated in an April 1911 march on 
Sidney’s court square by Piqua preacher, Rev. Biederwolf and many of 
his followers.  

 Chief O’Leary witnessed the demonstration for awhile, and 
then ended it when he kicked the protesters out of town and sent them 
back to Piqua.  Piqua citizens were enraged and demanded he be fired. 

Our program will be a reenactment of the Sidney City Council 
meeting, held to hear from the citizens on the issue of the Chief’s conduct 
and the alcohol, jobs and free speech issues in general. 

 Come join the fun on Monday, August 29th at 7 p.m. plan 

to be part of the crowd and feel free to speak your mind. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

June Volunteer Info: 
26 Volunteers 

200 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for June: 
Elaine Fitchpatrick 

Anne Morrow 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In June, 1588 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Sidney 10th-Kermit the Frog and Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles 

Sidney 14th-Greyhound Bus 
 

 
 
 

The clues were found by: 
Nancy Abels, Julia Young, Paul and Janice 

Workman, Carolyn Haney, Chuck Eisenstein, 

Jody Kuhn, and Phil Wilt 
 

 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

    
    

Shelby County Genealogical Society  

Upcoming Program 

August 9, 2016 

The Ross Historical Center 

7:00 p.m. 

“Have you seen me?   

Missing Children and proof of parentage” 

 Presented by Amy Bowser Tennant.  
Children are placed in orphanages, they die, 
they marry young, for whatever the reason, 
they are missing.  Discover some unique 
ways to flesh out these missing children 
and to prove who their parents are!  Follow 
along as we look at several case studies in 
both the 19th and 20th centuries of finding 
missing children and knitting the family 
together again. 
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Continued From Last Month’s Newsletter 
Written by Jane Bailey 

 For the duration of her presidency, 
Mrs. Goode traveled far and wide across the 
United States, leaving a lasting impact on 
those lives which she touched. Of all of the 
schools her presence reached, there are two 
that appear to stand out the most: Bennett 
College in Greensboro, 
North Carolina and the 
Geo. O. Robinson 
School in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico. 
 Bennett College 
was established in the 
late 1800’s and started 
out in 1885 with a single 
frame building and 
fourteen students. In 
1911 the college was destroyed by a fire; 
however, it was rebuilt soon after with a more 
permanent structure and the addition of a 
library, with another expansion occurring in 
1921. Around 1919, the Women’s Home 
Missionary Society was aiming towards a new 
venture to establish a seminary for women of 
color and young ladies with their prospective 
location as Lynchburg, Virginia. However, 
due to various circumstances the erection of a 
seminary in Virginia was delayed several 
times, even though everything appeared to be 
in order for its establishment. 
 Thus, in 1926 a new proposition 
appeared before the Board of Education for 
the Methodist Church, suggesting that the 
Board abandon their work on the seminary in 
order to unite with the Women’s Home 
Missionary Society to help establish a new 
Bennett College solely for women in the same 
location as the original co-educational Bennett 
College. A Board of Trustees was then 
appointed for this new vision of Bennett 

College, half of which were to be members of 
the Women’s Home Missionary Society. One 
such trustee was none other than Mrs. Ida 
Haslup Goode, who remained on their board 
from its inception through the 1940’s when 
she served as the vice-president. In “A Beacon 

for Womanhood,” 
the 1935 issue of The 
Bennett Bulletin 
produced by Bennett 
College, Mrs. 
W.H.C. Goode is 
quoted with saying 
“Bennett College is 
to me a source of 
great satisfaction. 
Whenever we go 

there, as I do every year, we find a ‘house in 
order.’” This statement goes to show the 
amount of pride she instilled in her work with 
the Board of Trustees for the college. 

Even after her death, Mrs. Goode’s 
legacy remains at Bennett College in the 
presence of a facility built in 1964 named the 
Ida B. Goode Gymnasium to honor her efforts in 
the reformation of Bennett College from a 
small co-educational campus to a beautiful 
institution for women of color longing for the 
education they deserve. This facility is 
sometimes called the Ida Haslup Goode 
Health and Physical Education Building and 
contains an Olympic sized swimming pool, 
standard basketball court, a combined stage 
and ballet studio, a corrective exercise 
gymnasium, offices, four classrooms, and a 
conference room. Just last year in 2015, the 
local 4-H group held an Ida H. Goode 2k walk 
in celebration of the international Day of the 
Child at the wellness complex bearing her 
name. 
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 Mrs. Ida 
Haslup Goode’s 
efforts through the 
Women’s Home 
Missionary Society 
were not just limited 
to serving within the 
borders of the 
United States, 
however. While she 
was serving as 
national president of 
the society in the 
early 1940’s, one 
project that came 
into fruition was the 
construction of a 

new building at the Geo. O. Robinson School 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico as a Sixtieth 
Anniversary gift to the school. During this 
time, there were many children in need of 
education in Puerto Rico, and unfortunately 
the size and state of the  original  Robinson  
building was no longer deemed fit to meet the 
requirements of a growing educational 
facility. Therefore, in 1941, both the Robinson 
building and Yates Cottage were razed in 
order to construct the new building, named 
Ida Haslup Goode Hall by the Board of Trustees 
at Robinson School in recognition of her 
multitude of wondrous deeds accomplished 

while being the national president of the 
Women’s Home Missionary Society. This new 
building was to become the ‘keystone of the 
life of the school’ and include forty additional 
beds in order to accommodate 140 children, 
with the incorporation of a chapel 
immediately opposite the main entrance. The 
credit for the concept of including a chapel in 
the new Ida Haslup Goode Hall went to Mrs. 
Anna E. Kresge, vice president of the 
Women’s Home Missionary Society with Mrs. 
Goode and trustee of the Robinson School, 
and bears the name Anne Kresge Chapel in 
her honor. 

The finished Ida Haslup Goode Hall 
was finally dedicated on February 10, 1946 
after five years of planning, working, and 
praying due to the struggle faced by the 
workers from the many shortages of materials 
during World War II. Upon its completion, a 
beautiful stained glass window commissioned 
by Mrs. Kresge and designed by Henry Willet 
of the Willet Stained Glass Co. was installed. 
According to a story told by the Robinson 
School, Mr. Willet had to design not just one 
window for the chapel, but two, with the first 
window and the ship carrying it going 
missing late during the war while being 
transported across the ocean to Puerto Rico 
from Pennsylvania. Both the Anne Kresge 
Chapel and Ida Haslup Goode Hall still stand 
today and are used by a multitude of children 
growing in both knowledge and their faith at 
the internationally renowned Robinson 
School. 

Mrs. Ida Haslup Goode’s relationship 
with the Methodist Church was one she 
maintained for the rest of her life, even after 
retiring as national president of the Women’s 
Home Missionary Society in 1947. During the 
sanctuary renovations of the First United 
Methodist Church here in Sidney, Ohio in the 
early 1950s, Mrs. Goode decided to donate a 
stained glass window in memory of her 
husband, Mr. W.H.C. Goode. Since she was 
friends with Mrs. Kresge and remembered 
how beautiful the stained glass window was  

Window from the Ann Kresge Chapel in Puerto Rico on the left com-
pared to the window from the Methodist Church in Sidney on the right. 

Chapter on the construction of Ida 
Haslup Goode Hall from a Women’s 

Home Missionary Society Book 
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that she had placed in the 
chapel at Robinson School, 
Ida contacted the Willet 
Stained Glass Co. in 
Philadelphia to build the 
window. The window 
design was based on the one 
in the Anne Kresge Chapel 
with the help of Marguerite 
Gaudin.  It was built in the Willet’s studio, 
taken apart and moved to Sidney, where it 
was installed around 1951. The resemblance 
between the two windows is quite striking, 
and even though they are thousands of miles 
apart, the two will always share a special 
connection through their shared themes.  
After living for almost a century, Mrs. Ida 
Haslup Goode passed away on July 14, 1958 
at the age of 99. She had been able to continue 
going to church until June when she became 
ill for several weeks. Mrs. Goode was a well 
known educator, holding a Ph.B. degree from 
Illinois Wesleyan University along with three 
honorary degrees she received throughout  

her life for her humanitarian deeds.  In 1938, 
she was given her first honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree from Ohio Wesleyan University, 
which just happened also to be Mr. W.H.C. 
Goode’s alma mater.  Her second honorary 
degree of Doctor of Humane Letters was 
given by Bennett College in 1940. Mrs. 
Goode’s third and final honorary degree of 
Doctor of Letters of Humanity was given by 
her own alma mater, the Illinois Wesleyan 
University, in 1942. Mrs. Ida Haslup Goode 
was also the contributing developer for 
several organizations geared especially for 
women in Shelby County, such as the Shelby 
County Women’s Club, and she remained 
closely connected to education not only in the 
county, but within the western hemisphere.    
The Shelby County Historical Society has 
been honored to present a fragment of her life 
guided by her  never-ceasing faith that led her 
to become a revered woman of education and 
prominence within the Methodist Church. 

Come join us for a spectacular program featuring a native guest speaker: 
Catherine Vernon 

This event will be on Aug. 4 at 7:00 PM 
at the Ross Historical Center 

Mrs. Catherine (Fernandez) Vernon was born and raised here in Sidney, 
Ohio but has spent the past few years of her retirement from 
practicing international law living in Florida. She has been an 
international attorney for several major companies such as Philips and 
Formica, traveled to over 45 foreign nations, and is currently working 
with domestic and international non-profit organizations. She will be 
presenting on how she was guided by women leaders throughout her 
life and the accomplishments and trials of her career in international 
law and business.  

Please come and join us for this free event! 
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Adrienne Heard 
“Aunt Rosie’s Mother’s Quilt” 

Stories of the Underground Railroad 
 

Admission $5   
 

When: August 11, 2016 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Where: Dorothy Love Retirement     

              Community Amos Center   

                            3003 Cisco Road 
Tickets available at the Ross Historical Center 

201 N. Main Ave, Sidney 

 Following the tradition of the griot (oral historian), Adrienne 
Heard shares stories, facts and folklore about people, places and events 
from African-American history. 
 “Aunt Rosie’s Mother’s Quilt” is based on stories of the 
Underground Railroad that were passed down to Adrienne by Grandma 
Woods (Aunt Rosie’s Mother) while sewing a “safety quilt” one 
summer in Spotsylvania, Virginia. 

Can You Help? 
August finds us in the middle of our “Intrepid Women” programming for this year.  

We hope you have had an opportunity to see this amazing exhibit as well as to experience 
our annual Cemetery Tour and Ladies’ Tea.  Of course, none of these events would be 
possible without the generous support of our members. 
 We would like to take this opportunity to thank you and ask you to consider 
upgrading your tax deductible membership either to a Friend of the Society sponsorship 
($150) or to become a Legacy Partner ($300).   By upgrading your membership now, it 
will be good for the rest of 2016 and all of 2017.  You may upgrade by using the 
Membership link on our website, www.shelbycountyhistory.org, or go to the Ross 
Historical Center weekdays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

An exciting new opportunity for painless fundraising is now available for us 
through smile.amazon.com.  In order to ensure that the Shelby County Historical Society 
receives .5% of your Amazon purchase, go to our Facebook page and click on the link, or 
select the SCHS from the list of available organizations through the Amazon Smile 
website.  Any questions, contact Sharon at SCHS 937-498-1653 or at 
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com.  As always, thank you for your generous support. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
75 Yrs. Ago-AUG.-1941 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

FT. LORAMIE (2)-The “makings” for a threshing dinner 
were stolen from the Clem Hoying country home, five 
miles east of Ft. Loramie, around 5 o’clock this morning 
for the call came in to Sheriff Truman Pitts at the county 
jail at 5:45 that the house had been broken into and a 
number of articles taken.  Hoying also said there was a car 
stalled in the ditch less than half a mile from his house and 
it might have some connection with the missing food.  
When the officer reached the ditched car its driver, Ellen 
Temple of Columbus, clad in blue overalls and a grey pull 
over sweater, was trying valiantly to get enough traction to 
the wheels to put the car back on the road.  Pitts took her 
back to the Hoying home where Mrs. Hoying searched her 
and find the car keys on her person, handed them over to 
the sheriff. The unlocking of the trunk of the car revealed 
that most of the good things for the threshing dinner to be 
served at the Hoying home later today were concealed 
there.  Four live chickens; 26 dozen eggs; a large chocolate 
cake; bananas, peaches, green beans and peas; sausage; 
gallon of milk; a basket; also shoes, sweater and a hat, 
property of the daughter in the home.  The car had been 
stolen from Columbus Ohio. 
 

SIDNEY (22)-W. A. Baker, rural letter carrier from Sidney 
post office is one of the 4,000 delegates attending the 
National Rural Letter Carriers association in Columbus.  
Chief among the complaints is the old fashioned mail 
boxes which prove a nuisance to rural mail carriers.  When 
the old time rural letter carrier made his rounds on horse-
back, it was convenient to have mail boxes with hinged lids.  
The carrier could look into the box without getting off his 
horse.  But to examine the old type box and pick out the 
pennies frequently left there for postage, the 1941 carrier 
has to step out of his car, perhaps get his feet muddy and 
lose a lot of time. So a program to encourage replacement 
of old mail containers with new types that open from the 
end will be one of the topics taken up at the annual 
convention, now in progress here.  Another thing, too, the 
carriers wish to encourage rural folk to buy more stamps in 
bulk and lick their own stamps.  There are 32,359 rural 
letter carriers in the USA. 
 

SIDNEY-An enjoyable corn roast and steak fry was given 
at the attractive country home of Mr. & Mrs. Ernest J. 
Young, on Murphey pike when the members of the 
Monday night club in which the guests enjoyed bridge, 
wizard and euchre games following the serving of the 
campfire supper.  Those that enjoy the evening were Mr. & 
Mrs. Roscoe Lees, of Dayton; Mr. & Mrs. Ray 
Fitzsimmons, and Mr. & Mrs. Joseph L. Updegraff 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT 

1916-AUG. 100 Yrs. Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (4)-W. F. Meighen, after about five years’ 
service as superintendent of the Children’s Home, has 
resigned his position to take effect on the first of 
November.  Mr. & Mrs. Meighen have given very general 
satisfaction while they have had charge of the Home and 
the Board of Managers is very sorry that they have decided 
to leave the Home….A happy family gathering took place 
at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Dan Dickas on south Main 
avenue when all their children and their families were their 
guests for the day.  Those present were:  Mr. & Mrs. 
George Dickas and three children of Columbus; Mr.  & 
Mrs. Charles Dickas and two children of Birmingham 
Alabama; Mr. & Mrs. James Shea and Frederick Dickas. 
 

PEMBERTON-Dunson’s grocery and meat market on 
north Ohio avenue, in the last few weeks has installed the 
largest Hobart electric meat chopper and coffee mill in the 
county.  It is one large machine with various attachments 
for grinding in any way wanted meats, coffee, etc.  The 
machine stands for cleanliness, economy and quick service 
and this grocery with this machine assures all these.  This 
machine is of much advantage and gives confidence in the 
improved methods of handling met food.  An attachment 
is provided for making peanut butter and this popular 
delicacy is now to be had fresh at all time. 
 

PORT JEFFERSON-Armed with fishing poles, lunch 
baskets, etc., the Port Jefferson M. E. Sunday school 
classes of Mrs. Fern Olde and Mrs. Ena Rike went to the 
river for an all day picnic Wednesday, August 9th.  The fish 
were rather wary, only four being landed.  Nevertheless a 
very pleasant day was spent.  After the picnic dinner the 
boys enjoyed a swim in the river.  Those present were:  
Esta Arnold, Hilda Riddle, Ruth Shroyer, Earl Shroyer, 
Virgil Arnold, Raymond Riddle, Elvin Nettleship, Paul 
Kemp, Karl Mowery, Howard Rike, Harold Ogden, 
Willard Thompson, Delan Campbell, Fern Olde and Ena 
Rike. 
 

MAPLEWOOD (25)-A joint picnic of the Maplewood 
and Rum Creek and Port Jefferson and Pemberton M. E. 
Sunday schools was held at the fair ground Tuesday about 
six hundred people being in attendance.  The picnic was 
the outcome of a membership contest conducted some 
time ago which was won by the Maplewood and Rum 
Creek Sunday school, the other two schools entertaining 
them.  A big picnic dinner was served and the time spent in 
games, frisbee, athletic sports and other amusements.  The 
day was one of much enjoyment. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 

you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Dorothy Love Retirement Community 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 

Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Bill & Lisa Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 

Darrell & Faye Spangler 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 


