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In the summer of 1918, word got back to gu ust 13. 2018
Sidney of the death of our first soldier in g ’

WWI. The reaction was sudden and .
dramatic. A large crowd gathered on the @ 7:00 PM
court square to witness the burning of all ,
the German textbooks in our schools. ﬁlagﬂ nie ;LUDQB
What happened that night was a true test 303 E. Poplar St.
of our local democratic principles. Sidney, OH

When: August 14 @ 7 p.m.
Where: Ross Historical Center
201 N. Main Ave, Sidney
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY This event is free and
-= Founded in 1975 B open to the public!

Family History Sources at the Ohio History Center

Liz Plummer, Outreach Reference Archivist at Ohio
History Connection Archives/Library. Learn to uncover your
family story using the Archives’ resources: public records,
manuscripts, photographs, books and newspapers at the Ohio
History Center. A joint program with the Shelby County
Historical Society.

Come join us for

Sidney. Ohio's .
2nd Bi-Annual o\q\ W4

CIVILWAR /4 ’/
LIVING HISTORY C
WEEKEND

Sept. 15 & 16, 20138

Tawawa Park
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H To Faye Spangler and Tilda Phlipot, H
f I 'am writing you this letter to thank you for the time you
[| allowed me to spend at the William A. Ross Jr. Historical Center this })
M past spring. )
Iﬂi I was genuinely surprised and astounded by the knowledge | H

[ was able to acquire from my tour with Faye. The information I gained
[{ was exactly what I needed to complete one of my final papers for my §)
I%I Ohio History class this spring semester. It]l
f Upon receiving my paper from the professor, | was delighted to i
[| see that | scored an A on the essay with many positive comments |}
M regarding it. My professor, as well as 1, was shocked to see the amount W
I}ﬂ of historical information related to not just the state of Ohio, but Sidney 1
|§| itself, at the tips of our fingers right here in downtown. The amount of
[| information, and good information to say the least, that you are )
g| providing for our citizens is incredible and deserves to be recognized M
I}" highly, as we have seen by your numerous awards and recognitions. H
I{ Through my brief time at the Historical Center | was able to acquire |
l{ very important knowledge about how immigrants of this country were Ji
H able to build the foundations of the city of Sidney through their efforts |&|
f as dreamers. Without having gotten this tour from Faye, | feel as if | A
[{ would have missed out on this knowledge and may have never realized |}
i the importance of the citizens of Sidney. For me, this tour was much ¥
}I more than information needed to complete an essay. Because of Faye’s |P|
|§| knowledge and hospitality, I felt so at home and engaged that I did not Y
H want to leave. This was by far, the best historical tour I had ever I%I
i gotten.

I%Jl I cannot thank you both enough for granting me access to the H

|f4| William A. Ross Jr. Historical Center outside of operating hours. | am |}
M extremely grateful for the gratitude and hospitality shown to me, and 1 i

|
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| |
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|
i am eager to revisit this historical site. Thank you again for your time. D
I%Jl Sincerel N
( erety, )
(| Kevin M. Fultz )|
( M
(O e e e e e e e e e )

Shelby County Veteran
Appreciation Day

Shelby County
Fairgrounds

August 11, 2018
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

All Shelby County Veterans and
their families are invited to the Family
Picnic to be held at the Shelby County
Fairgrounds with a free meal and games
(prizes) for the children. Also adult games
will be played as well. Veterans should
pick up advanced tickets for their family at
their local posts to ensure their meal or
may be picked up at the gate with Veteran
ID.

Sponsored by:
Shelby County
Agricultural Society
and
Shelby County
\eteran’s Services

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Sidney 7th: Sam Snead
Shelby County 26th: Norbert Westerheide

The clues were found by:

Mark Deam, Suzie Martin, Phyllis Piper,
Ellen Frytag, Jim and Ginny Thompson,
and Judy Harp

3 The clue will be found ONLY in the
/ “Out of the Past” section.

Volunteer gift certificate winners

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!

participated in SCHS programs.

<hank yo,,,

VOLUNTEERS
June Volunteer Info:
74 Volunteers
538 Hours

for June:

Karen Potts
Cecil Steele

In June, 3249 people




Continued from July 2018

Isaac Smith Betts was born on July 12, 1872, in Washington Township, Shelby County, on a farm
half way between the villages of Newbern and Bunker Hill on the Miami & Erie Canal, seven miles
southwest of Sidney. His father was Isaac Betts and his mother was Aurelia Rocella Wilson. The house in
which he was born was a large, two-story, red brick house that was built by his grandfather, John Betts,
who, in 1837, moved to Shelby County from Cincinnati, where his father, William, was an early settler and
had extensive land holdings. LS. lived on this farm until 1884, when his father moved the family into
Sidney. They subsequently lived in Hardin and then, again, in Sidney.

In 1902, Isaac — or “L.S.” as he was known — went to work for John H. Patterson, the founder of the
National Cash Register Company. He was assigned to NCR's Sydney, Australia office and subsequently
traveled as well to Japan and China. From China he sailed to Genoa, Italy, then overland to Berlin and
Paris and finally, across the Channel to London. He lived for several years in New York City, including,
for a time, at the Algonquin Hotel, home of the famed Round Table of Robert Benchley, Dorothy Parker,
Edna Ferber, et al. In 1929, just before the stock market crash, he left New York for California, where he
lived until he returned to his native Ohio shortly before his death in Columbus in 1960.

In 1942, he wrote a series of letters to a nephew, describing his life and adventures, which he then
collected and had privately published as “Chips From the Log of a Lifetime Voyage.” In it, he tells the
story of his life, including that of his life and travels in and to the far-flung corners of the world, including
New York, Europe, China and Australia. As glamorous and exotic as many of those stories are, some of the
most vividly described are those of everyday life in Shelby County in the late nineteenth century.

What follows are just a few such excerpts from the book. Two notes: LS. wrote in the somewhat stiff
and awkward third person; I have taken the liberty of converting his narrative to the first person. Also, his
writing tended towards the digressive — veering off from a personal recollection into detailed descriptions of
the mechanical workings of farm machinery, for example. I have omitted most of these digressions without
ellipses. ~Frank Chaney

(*Editor’s Note: This story will be told in multiple issues of Historical Highlights.)

Chips From the Log of a Lifetime Voyage

By: Isaac Smith Betts

Their stay in Sidney was
short-lived. 1.S.’s father sold his
interest in the furniture business
and moved the family to another
farm he owned in Hardin
Station, one mile south of Hardin
and five miles due west of
Sidney, with the Big Four
railroad running along the south
side of the farm.

Hardin was the largest village nearer
than Sidney to our farm and a convenient
trading center for a large area, as a trip of six,
ten or fifteen miles to Sidney, over the poorly
built and rough turn-piles especially in bad
weather, was difficult. The Sidney pike, east
and west, and the Piqua pike, north and south,
crossed Hardin and represented the hub of the

village. On one corner was a general store in a
brick building. Opposite was the rather large
home of a leading resident. On another corner
was the blacksmith shop, and across from it was
the small shop of the local shoemaker. There
were no other places of business except a saw
mill a short distance away at the edge of Turtle
Creek. The general store was typical of those of
the day in all rural districts. It was the meeting
place where the weather, politics, crops and
other topics were discussed and argued about on
days when work could not be done on the
farms, because of bad weather or other reasons.
All told, there were probably twenty homes in
the village. A Methodist Church, a short
distance from the store was the only place of
worship in Hardin. The Presbyterian Church
was a half-mile south.



When the Big Four railway was built

across Ohio in the 1860s, the line was located one |
mile south of Hardin, and thus Hardin Station }
came into being. A grain warehouse, similar to §

the one in Newbern, was erected there with a
room for the small general store where the post
office occupied a corner. At the side of the tracks
a post was erected with two arms extending
toward the main track with a metal hook at the
end of each over which rings at the top and
bottom of the mail-bag could be placed and held
in position for the mail-trains.
mail-trains came through, running at the terrific
speed of twenty-five or thirty miles per hour, a
hook on the mail car was adjusted to catch the
outgoing mail-bag. At the same time, the bag
containing the incoming mail was thrown from
the car door.

On the opposite side of the track was one
of the Betts farms with the house near the line
where the family moved after the Sidney
experience. At the home, there was a well of
excellent water, clear and cool, and the crews of
local passenger-trains, freights and work-trains,
stopping at the station, always filled their water-
tanks from that well. Mother often gave the train
crews bread just out of the oven, butter, cake,
cookies, milk or buttermilk. The crews
consumed their lunches leisurely, to relate such
news as they had picked up on their runs or to
discuss topics of the day.

The Shelby County Fair was held in
Sidney each year. The whole family attended
each year. When we lived in town, we were
within walking distance, but on the farm, there
was a great bustling and hustling each morning of
Fair week to get ready for an early start. The
whole family, with huge baskets of food to be
eaten picnic-fashion on the grass of the fair-
grounds, were packed into two vehicles, usually
the spring-wagon and the surrey or carriage —
whichever we had at the time. The roads were
not paved, hence we were passing through a
cloud of dust the whole way. But that was a
matter of little consequence, as we were on our
way to the County Fair, the greatest show on
earth, filled with interest and amusement for each
member of the family. Some of Father’s best
horses, cattle, sheep and hogs, and choice
samples of Mother’s preserves, pickles, bread,

When the fast E
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Shelby County Fair, Ia 100."

cakes, jams and jellies had been sent a day or two
in advance to be arranged for display and
competition for the prizes to be awarded.

After many pages
recounting his eventful life after
leaving  Shelby  County, LS.
somewhat wistfully concludes by
taking a long look back:

The era — almost three quarters of a
century — through which | have lived was one of
development and progress. It is not easy for
anyone who has not lived through the changes of
those times to grasp their full significance or
comprehend their effects on the lives and fortunes
of people. Inventions appeared in incredible
numbers. Ideas first denounced as fantastic
dreams were soon recognized as practical visions.
Large factories appeared. The old method by
which an artisan, with sometimes a few helpers,
produced mostly by hand-labor all that was
needed in his immediate vicinity, was discarded
gradually.

Memories are a most precious possession
of aged people. Fortunately, recollections of
good and pleasant experiences are more often
retained and more vivid. Struggles, hardships and
disappointments are softened. Even our worst
sufferings and failures lose much of their tragedy
with the passing of years. Our every act and
experience, however, makes an indelible mark,
for good or for bad. | can trace many of my life-
long thoughts and habits to the occurrences of my
boyhood days in Shelby County, Ohio.




Tawawa




Tawawa

Civic, &

Park

June 30, 2018

The Shelby County Historical Society is honored to have hosted the Tawawa
Civic Park 70th Anniversary Celebration. This event was well received by the
community. As with all of our programming, we could not achieve any success
without the help of our dedicated community leaders and volunteers. You are the
backbone of our organization and we thank you!

Sponsors:

Alma and Bob Allinger
Allison's Custom Jewelry

Alvetro Orthodontics
Anonymous

Ann and Merrill Asher
Steve and Peggy Baker
Bent Finger Foundation
Big Hammer Contracting
Buckeye Ford Lincoln

City of Sidney

John Coffield, County Treasurer
Count Your Blessings Farm
Everyday Technologies, Inc.
Ferguson Construction Co.

Flint's TV and Appliances

Tom and Mivi Given

Helman Brothers, Inc.
Industrial Machining Services

Mike and Jane Jones

Paul and Linda Keller
Kiwanis Club of Sidney
John and Edna Mae Laws
Dean and Linda Long

Blanche McClain
Cheryl Michael
Minster Bank

Peoples Federal S and L

Re/Max One

Committee Members and Volunteers:

Craig Anderson

Kurt Anderson
Lisa Anderson

Rocky Anderson

Justin Aselage

Richard Bailey

Jane Bailey
Doug Benson
Gary Bertsch
Susie Bertsch
Darla Cabe
Diane Danzig

Larry Elsner
Elaine Fitchpatrick
Teresa Freisthler
Duane Gaier
Julie Gilardi

Jim Hall

Anne Heeley
Linda Jenings
Amy Jones

Eric Jones

Jane Jones

Mike Jones

Farrel Kaplan
Suzann Lonsbury  Chelsea Smith
Beverly Mclain
Linda Meininger  Judy Smith
Sharon Mohrbacher Cecil Steele
Mary Lou Overton Jerome Tucker
Tilda Phlipot

Rick Rihm

Jennie Rogers
Dave Ross

Dave Russell
Jeanne Schlagetter

Ring Container Technologies
Rising Sun Express

Tom and Sandy Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar
Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Co.
Frank Thaman

Thermoseal, Inc.

United Way

Brooks and Judy Ware
Jason Weigandt Landscape
Wilson Health

Greg and Priscilla Wilt

Bob Shoffner

Josh Smith

Deb Van Buskirk
Chris Wooddell
Dianne Wooddell
Kathie Woodruff
Lee Woodruff
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Compiled by Anne Morrow

PORT JEFFERSON (5th)-Mr. and Mrs. Truman Reeves,
daughters, Viola and Margaret, Mr. and Mrs. George
Reeves, Mr. and Mrs. Russell Reeves, daughters, Rosemary
and Maretta, spent Saturday evening, July 24, with Mr. and
Mrs. Raleigh Wade and family. The occasion was to
celebrate several birthdays which occurred during the
month, the anniversaries of Truman Reeves and Raeligh
Wade on the 24t that of George Reeves on the 20t and
Maretta, little daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Reeves,
who was three years old on the 28th, Watermelon, ice
cream and cake were served...Jimmy McCrary, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Fred McCrary was three years old Monday,
August 2, and a birthday supper at which his grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. McCrary were guests was served to
honor the occasion.

JACKSON CENTER (17t)-School will begin August 30
at 8:45 a.m. war time. The following teachers have been
appointed by the board of education: Maude Griffith, first
grade; Mina Dague, second grade; Bernadine Heintz, third
grade; Mary Pennock, fourth grade; Mabel McGowan, fifth
grade; and Floyd Hutley, sixth grade. The high school
teachers are; Pauline Groves, Max Johnson, Ruth Mary
Maxwell, Vera Wright, Homer Notestine, Hazel Meranda,
Therl L. Johnson, superintendent. There is still one
vacancy in the high school to be filled. School will dismiss
at 11:45 the first day, and at 3:50 each succeeding school
day. Lunches will be served in the school cafeteria
beginning Tuesday, August, 31.

SIDNEY/FT. SILL OKLAHOMA (23d)-Historic Old
Post chapel, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, was the setting for the
nuptials of Miss Ann Meyerholtz, daughter of Mrs. Ralph
Harmony, 720 North Miami avenue, and Private Ralph
Willcutts Kerr, of Fort Sill, Oklahoma, only son of Dr. and
Mrs. R. M. Kerr, 789 Johnston drive, Sidney, which was
solemnized with beautiful solemnity at half after seven
o’clock Friday evening, the 20t of August. Walking to the
altar with the young couple to witness the plighting of their
troth were Mrs. Joseph Shape, of this city and Muskogee,
Oklahoma, as matron of honor and Corporal James
Mahoney, lowa, with the 158% station hospital, Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, as best man for the bridegroom. The bride
chose to wear a handsome frock in dark brown, fashioned
with long sleeves and a handsome shoulder trim of ruffles,
which partially outlined the v-neckline. The skirt had
straight lines and ended in two ruffles on the hem. Her
becoming hat of brown had an effective dip in the rim in
the front. Her accessories were in white and the corsage
she wore was of white americium roses and gardenias.

THE DEMOCRAT - 1918
AUGUST-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (2nd)-A terrific rear end collision occurred on
the Big Four railroad at the West avenue crossing about 12
o’clock today. As a result two west bound trains, an
express train and freight train were put out of business,
several empty box cars and a loaded coal car were pushed
together in a mass of debris at the crossing and several
other cars of the two trains were badly damaged and
smashed. Luckily no one was injured. The cause for the
collision is not exactly known but as far as could be learned
it was because the engineer of the second train did not
have control of his train as it was going through the city.
The engine crashed in the express car with terrific force,
smashing into the car about one fourth the length of the
car. The tender of this engine and several box cars in the
rear flew into the air and came down into one mass of
wreckage and debris. The train contained 70 cars, mostly
empties, many of which were considerably damaged. One
car near the Ohio avenue crossing was smashed almost to
kindling.

ROCK RUN DISTRICT (20d) — We, the undersigned are
for warm dinners for our threshers instead of cold lunch
for more food can be conserved by warm dinner, and that
is our first aim. So for our threshings we will serve plenty
of vegetables for by so doing we are conserving more food,
thus being more patriotic. Albert Billing, W. C. Baker,
John O. E. Small, W. E. Morrin, Earl Baker, Arthur N.
Stephenson, William F. Cody, D. W. Scott, E. E. Rees,
Faren L. Baker, G. W. Monroe, John Everley, Clarence
McMacken, Victor Lachet, Edward Ritter, Vade Baker, P.
C. Baker.

COLUMBUS, OH (23td)-Special to the News-Aug. 19-
The Secretary of State today authorized the incorporation
of the Horse Hose Stock Farm Company of Sidney with a
capital stock of twenty-five thousand dollars. Wm. H.
Willcutts, Emma Willcutts, Stephen V. Willcutts, Estella
Willcutts, Rose E. Oldham and John Oldham as
incorporators. The company is organized to operate the
stock farm which Mr. Wm. H. Willcutts has started at the
old Mary L. Poultry plant just north of the Bennett-Bulle
Packing plant south of East Sidney, which Mr. Willcutts
recently purchased. Mr. Willcutts, who is the father of
Stephen Willcutts, moved here from Indiana a few months
ago and has already got the farm will stocked with hogs
and chickens. With the incorporation of the company the
business will be enlarged and other lines of stock added.
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Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc.
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Drew & Debbie Barber

Walt & Carol Bennett

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods
Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given
Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC.
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Tom and Betsy Salm

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
David and Nancy Russell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn




