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Mission: “To actively engage and 
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promote local history” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members: 

No new members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

August 2019 Edition 

Dear Friends of the Shelby County Historical Society, 

The Shelby County Historical Society needs your support!  We have 

joined with the historical societies in Anna, Botkins, Ft. Loramie, and Jackson 

Center to form the County-Wide Historical Society Alliance and to place a 0.25 

mill operating levy on the November 5th ballot. The 5-year levy will give each 

organization the funding needed to maintain each society’s building and provide 

staff, while  continuing to provide the residents of Shelby County  with public 

educational and school programs, exhibits, preservation of artifacts, special 

events, publications and so much more .  

For the small cost of $8.25 a year (based on a $100,000 home) you can 

help “Preserve for Tomorrow Memories of Today.”  

It is hard to express our appreciation of how through your membership, 

you have helped support the Shelby County Historical Society, but we are facing a 

time when the society cannot keep its level of service to the community based on 

memberships alone. Each year the Shelby County Historical Society Board has 

been looking for creative ways to keep the Society afloat.  The time has come to 

tell the community that we need their help as well. Even if the levy is passed, we 

will still need your continued financial support to continue our mission. 

 Shortly after the Shelby County Historical Society purchased the Annex 

building across the street, the SCHS board of directors had sticker shock on what 

it was going to cost to update the building to make it operational. This main 

concern has caused the board to look at our financial stability for the future. Over 

the past few years, we have faced several maintenance issues both at the Ross 

Historical Center and the Annex. Whether it was a new sewer line or a car 

accident that took the front porch off, neither had been in the long-range 

maintenance plan yet needed to be covered. The rise in maintenance costs and the 

realization that we could not keep memberships at an affordable level to create the 

income needed to offset the rise of inflation and maintenance of these old 

buildings was one reason why we decided to join for a levy. The SCHS board was 

not surprised when they talked to other historical societies in Shelby County to 

find they were all faced with the same problems and no easy solutions available.   

Therefore, we come to you and ask for our members’ help to pass the 

levy: 

 Please talk to your neighbors, friends, co-workers and family 

about the importance of preserving history for the future in Shelby 

County. 

 Please volunteer to serve on our levy committee. 

 Help us by placing a levy sign in your yard and asking friends to 

do the same. 

If we do not preserve our memories of today for tomorrow, they will be 

gone forever.  Your heritage is what makes you the person you are today. Join the 

Shelby County Historical Society Board and staff in sharing our message:  

“History builds a stronger community by understanding our past.” 

  Thank you, 

  Tilda Phlipot Director 

  Shelby County Historical Society 
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Volunteers 

June Volunteer Info: 

  45 Volunteers 

 287 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for June: 
 

Cecil Steele 

Bob Shoffner 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 

our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In June, 3931 people  

participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Sidney 11th-Demon Brown is not a color 
Shelby Ct.-Porter Wagoner 

 
 

The clues were found by: 
 
 

Phil Abbott,  John Laws,  

and Judy Harp 
 
 

 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

St. Jacob Lutheran Church in Anna hosted  

the "Just as I am" Hymns Tour with  

the African Children's Choir. They were  

each given Bicentennial coloring books.  

This Choir tours our country singing to earn 

enough money to go to school. 

       The latest Shelby County Bicentennial 

Lecture Series was held at the St. Jacob’s 

Lutheran Church in Anna on July 14, 2019. 

 Author Bobbie Malone wrote a 

biography on Lois Lenski, an author of 

children’s books from Anna.  Bobbie, who 

is pictured here sitting on a bench 

surrounded by folks who had questions, 

gave an interesting and informative talk 

about Lois’s life and career.   

 Bobbie was excited to come to 

Anna. Even though she has already 

published her book, she was thrilled to learn even more 

about Lois from the community where she grew up. 

 Bobbie’s book “Lois Lenski: Storycatcher” is 

available for sale at the Ross Historical Center.   

Additionally several of Lois’s books ar also available (see 

page 6) . 

 The next lecture will be held Sept. 12th @ 7 pm in 

the Common Pleas Court, 101 E. Court St, Sidney (Shelby 

County Courthouse), “An interesting (and Humorous) 

Journey through Shelby County’s Legal History & 

Courthouse Observance for the Fist Meeting of the Shelby 

County Grand Jury.”  This event is free and open to the 

pubic. 



 

The Life of Bernard (Ben) P. Wagner 
As written by his son Jerome Wagner 

 Looking back, I realize my father, B.P. 

Wagner, was quite a remarkable man.  He was an 

artist, inventor, architect, town planner, 

nurseryman and landscape architect, real estate 

operator and manufacturer.  His one handicap 

was that many of his ideas 

were ahead of his time and 

deserved to be employed in a 

city larger and faster 

growing than Sidney.  He 

was born in 1865, educated 

in the German Catholic 

school and attended St. 

Mary’s Institute, Dayton, for 

about two years.  He returned to Sidney and 

joined his father and older brother M.M. Wagner, 

in the Arcade, which he immediately started to 

promote faster than it had been, adding new 

lines, and since he got interested in painting and 

did some rather good ones himself, he added a 

line of painting supplies which were then in 

vogue.  He got them into the baking powder 

business, which was quite profitable, but 

unfortunately, they dropped it.  Being in the retail 

business, he saw the need for cash control and 

invented a cash register and got a patent on it.  

Not having the capital to go into the 

manufacturing of it, he offered it to the young 

National Cash Register Company of Dayton.  

They replied that they would give him $500 for 

it, which was much less than the model and 

patent had cost him so he refused the offer.  

About six months later, he got an offer from the 

Osgood Cash Register Company of Detroit 

whom he had never heard of, and they offered 

him $1000 for the patent, which he sold to them.  

Later, he found out that this was nothing but an 

office and a buying blind for that ruthless 

industrialist, John H. Patterson of the National 

Cash Register Company. 

 About this time, when he was twenty-one, 

he said he had a severe case of catarrh, which left 

him slightly deaf.  And as this progressed, he 

became almost totally deaf toward the end of his 

life.  Surprisingly, he could hear well over the 

telephone and undoubtedly would have been 

helped greatly by the modern electronic ear 

devices.   

But he used to say that sometimes he felt 

deafness was a blessing as he did not have to 

listen to the family gossip.  Also about this time, 

his father died and had left his brother Milton 

and he to run the Arcade with their young 

brother Louie coming on, 

and he felt the Arcade would 

not support three growing 

families so he talked to his 

older brother Milton who 

was conservative and the 

money saver of the family.  

He talked him into going into 

the cast iron cooking utensil 

business, then called the hollowware business.  

Prior to this time the ironware was usually made 

in prisons and was a heavy, crude product and 

they had visions of making it lighter, grinding it 

so that the interior was smooth, and putting out a 

much improved product.  They agreed to start 

the factory, and my father was to build it and 

operate it until it proved a success, and Milton 

would remain at the store to run it.  A small 

factory was built, and they blew the first whistle 

on July 4, 1891. 

 From the start, the new line of 

hollowware proved popular, and sales increased.  

After a year, Milton left the store and joined the 

factory, leaving the Arcade in charge of young 

L.R.  Being a promoter, my father got the idea of 

making a big exhibit of their new line in the 

Columbian Exposition in Chicago of 1893.   
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It was successful and got them a lot of publicity, 

and they won a gold medal for the excellence of 

their product.  At the exhibition, he chanced 

upon a display of aluminum brought by the 

Pittsburgh Reduction Company.  They had few 

samples of aluminum such as ash trays and 

combs and ingots of the new 

metal.  Prior to that time, 

aluminum, although one of the 

most widely spread elements in 

the earth, was a rare metal and 

cost up to $75 a pound due to 

the difficulty of its chemical 

purification.  Only a few years 

prior, young Charles Hall, while 

attending Oberlin College was 

making some experiments in 

the family barn and hit upon an 

electrolytic process of refining 

aluminum and got a patent on 

it.  He finally got Andrew 

Mellon,  the banker in 

Pittsburgh, interested in it, and 

they formed the small 

Pittsburgh Reduction Company, 

later to grow into the massive 

Aluminum Company of 

America.  My father said to 

himself, “Why couldn’t we pour that new metal 

into our iron and sand molds and make 

aluminum cooking utensils?”  So they ordered 

some of the ingots and secretly made some 

experiments doing so, and when polished, it was 

a beautiful utensil.  So they made a few skillets 

and sent them up to the exhibit before it closed.   

Consequently, they were the first company in the 

world to make aluminum cooking utensils. 

  Being successful at the Columbian 

Exposition, they entered every exposition since 

they were then in vogue in the world, including 

Paris, Buffalo, Nashville, and finally the two 

Panama Canal Expositions 

in San Diego and San 

Francisco in 1915.  The 

young company prospered, 

and they built a new 

foundry for both metals 

and doubled the size of 

their plant.   

 W.H. Wagner, who 

had been in the hardware 

business and being the 

oldest brother in the 

family, and through the 

weight of the family 

around town had been 

elected president of the 1st   

National Bank and 

president of the Peoples 

Savings and Loan, which 

were at the time both 

honorary positions.  He 

saw his two brothers 

getting richer in the cooking utensil business, 

whereas his hardware store was making just a 

small living, so he appealed to his mother to talk 

the brothers into taking him into the factory.  Of 

course, this succeeded, but the brothers preferred 

not to have their older brother come into the 

original company, so as the business was 

expanding fast, they bought a small foundry 

from Phillip Smith, who had run a longtime job 

foundry and decided to put out a second line of 

ironware named Sidney Hollowware and sell 

primarily to jobbers and distributers.  So W.H. 

took charge of that plant and as Gus Gerlach was 

looking for work at the time, he went with him 

as sales manager.  Their sales volume started out 

fairly well, but after about a year and a half, the 

original company began losing business and 

upon investigation, found out that the new 

company was undercutting their prices by 5% 

and were operating at a loss.  Consequently, they  

Wagner Ware display in Paris, France. 

An undated 

photo of a very 

exceptional 

Wagner Ware 

exhibit. 
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sold the plant back to Phillip Smith and brought 

W.H. back up to the main plant where because 

he was the oldest brother, he had to be elected 

president, and my father was vice-president and 

Milton, treasurer.  Gus Gerlach was rescued by 

I.H. [Theidick] for one if his projects.  My 

father, as the promoter of sales, invented a ball 

bearing waffle iron and got a patent on it which 

survived a serious infringement suit and it 

became a leading item.  He also designed the 

aluminum line with panel side which he 

designated a “Colonial Design” for tea kettles, 

coffee pots, sauce pans, etc..  And when his 

design patent ran out, it was copied by all of the 

other aluminum manufacturers.  He also brought 

out numerous other utensils including the 

“Krusty Korn Kob Ban,” which during World 

War I, when wheat flour was scarce, baked 

cornbread into the shape of an ear of corn, and 

they sold thousands and thousands of those.  

  

 He wrote all of their sales literature, 

designed their catalogues and guided their 

advertising policy.  I have often thought that if 

he and Milton alone had remained in the plant, it 

would have become a much greater success than 

it eventually did, because the other two brothers 

were fearful of innovations and held him back, 

so he gradually lost the first enthusiasm he had 

for the business. 

 About 1900, he had acquired an 80 acre 

farm west of Sidney with a thirty acre stand of 

the most beautiful, primitive trees left in Ohio.  It 

was rolling and had three small ponds in it.   

He had always been interested in flowers and 

shrubbery so he started a small nursery business 

there and he laid out the park with winding 

gravel roads through it; put a cannon and large 

flagpole from the government at the entrance and 

imported some massive plaster-of-paris statuary 

from the old Columbian Exposition, which he 

studded throughout the park; he built a 

greenhouse and started into the nursery business 

on a mail order basis, advertising in national 

publications and eventually built up a mailing 

list of 77,000 names to which he mailed 

catalogues twice a year.  Then he added a 

landscaping department and was quite successful 

in having landscaped the Ohio State Capitol 

Building in Columbus and a number of estates in 

West Virginia and southern Ohio.  So, from then 

on, he spent his mornings at the factory and his 

afternoons at the nursery business. It was not a 

money making proposition but generally paid his 

own way and gave him an outlet from his 

problems at the factory. 

This is a 1931 catalog cover. 

This is an undated photo of a Wagner  Park building. 
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Lois Lenski Books for Sale 
 On July 14th Bobbie Malone was in Anna as a part of the Bicentennial Lecture Series.  
Mrs. Malone wrote a biography on local author Lois Lenski called “Lois Lenski: Storycatcher.”   
She brought along with her some of the books penned by Lois Lenski that are still available 
for sale.  The Shelby County Historical Society is now carrying a selection of these books for 
sale as well.  These books are available now at the Ross Center. 

Policeman Small  

$7.50  

Shipping $5.00 

Cowboy Small  

$13 

Shipping $5.00 

The Little Sailboat 

$9.00 

Shipping $5.00 

The Little Fire Engine 

$15 

Shipping $5.00 

The Little Airplane 

$13 

Shipping $5.00 

Newbery Award 

Winning 

Indian Captive 

$9 

Shipping $5.00 

Strawberry Girl 

$7.50 

Shipping $5.00 

Texas Tomboy 

$14 

Shipping $5.00 

Flood Friday 

$13 

Shipping $5.00 

Prairie School 

$16 

Shipping $5.00 

Judy’s Journey 

$14 

Shipping $5.00 

Houseboat Girl 

$15 

Shipping $5.00 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1958-August-1961 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 
SIDNEY (2nd)-The racquet-swinging tempo which 
marked the City Singles tournament, is extending itself 
through the doubles division on the same local meet.  
Finalists in the singles frolic, with Scamp edging Army 
Wurstner in a close windup for the title, the pair swept into 
the finals of the doubles meets on Friday evening.  Gaining 
their second solid victory in a 6-3, 6-4 conquest of Butch 
Sparks and Dick Dormire, the dominating duo had 
previously stopped Wiford and Dunlap in straight sets. 
 
SIDNEY (5th)-Sidney Girl Softballers, are all decked out 
in new uniforms, before engaging in one of their City 
league engagements.  Included on the team are:  Helen 
Covert, Kathleen O’Leary, Barbara Mentges, Rosalee Wise, 
Judy Davis, Lona Cable, Sherry Valentine, Margie Spangler, 
Diane Sheldon, Joan Abbott, Penny Zook, Ranilla Russell, 
Betty Berning, Pat Fraizer, Judy Rike, Helen Hayes, Janet 
Williams, Agnes Esser and Janet Jackson, team manager. 
 
SIDNEY (7th)-Today, Ray Steinle, of Steinle Drugs, 132 
E. Poplar street, Sidney, is now members of the new Gifts 
By Wire network of bonded quality retail merchants.  This 
association is being formed so that the public can choose a 
gift from a selection of nationally advertised gift items and 
have it sent anywhere in the nation so that it arrives on the 
exact date intended in perfect condition, and delivered by 
the recipient’s neighborhood drug store. 
 
SIDNEY (8th)-One of the better places to meet your 
friends after a hard day in school and to exchange the latest 
information is at The Spot Restaurant, southwest corner of 
the square.  Snapped in an informal session at one of the 
popular coke booths are:  (left to right) Kay Mahuron, 
Sidney high; Beverly Green and Sally Schemmel, Holy 
Angels high; and Carolyn Canter, Sidney high.  Shoppers 
for back to school apparel are urged to stop in The Spot 
for refresher says Bob Hepler, proprietor. 
 
SHELBY CT. (14th)-No changes have been made during 
the past year in the school district lines that local 
youngsters have used for their respective schools in the 
Sidney district in the past, is the announcement coming 
from Jim Watkins, superintendent of schools...One of the 
“early birds” is getting ready for the new school term is 
young Nancy Conover, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. C. B. 
Conover, who had her picture taken in the Jack and Jill 
Shopping Center on North West avenue.  Stop in and shop 
for school needs. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
THE SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

August-100 Years Ago-1919 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 
MONTRA (1st)-The Kenton baseball team which came 
here last Sunday to beat the Montra Giants were surprised 
to be so badly beaten by them, the score being 11 to 3 in 
the Giants favor.  Montra’s best pitcher was out of the 
game.  Glick, while practicing, sprained his ankle and had 
to stay out of the game. 
 
SIDNEY-Indications are that there will be between 100 
and 200 baseball fans from Sidney take advantage of the B. 
& O. excursion to Cincinnati next Sunday to see the 
National League leaders, the Cincinnati Reds and the New 
York Giants, mix it up.  So great is the local interest in the 
game the Sidney team has not scheduled any games for 
Sunday and practically every member of the team will go to 
Cincinnati. 
 
SHELBY CT. (15th)-Under a new law, recently enacted, 
members of Boards of Education of rural school districts, 
except such districts as contain less than sixteen square 
miles, will receive as compensation two dollars for each 
regular meeting actually attended by such board in rural 
districts containing less than sixteen square miles of 
territory shall receive one dollar for each meeting but for 
not more than ten meetings in any one year. (Can you 
diagram the above sentence?) The compensation allowed 
the members is to be paid from the contingent fund.  This 
new law is naturally of considerable interest to the 
members of the rural school boards. 
 
OHIO-Fifteen, twenty, thirty and fifty miles per hour in 
closely built-up districts outlying districts and in the open 
country, is the new automobile speed limit fixed by the 
state law.  The law is now in effect.  It governs in all cities, 
villages and townships.  The penalty for violations is the 
first offense, $25 to $100 for the second offense. 
 
NEW BREMEN (29th)-Two aero planes were seen at 
New Bremen Saturday afternoon, being so low that people 
could see the name on the machine.  People were very 
much surprised when it landed to learn that Jim Gast had 
been up.  Mr. Gast had been on a trip to Botkins, where he 
met with the men on the road.  They were going after gas.  
Mr. Gast offered to get some for them and for kindness 
the two aviators offered him a ride in return.  Of the men 
too Mr. Gasts auto home, while Mr. Gast landed in the 
airplane.  They landed in Woehmeyer’s grove, south of 
town. 
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Lois Lenski Books for Sale 
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President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot   

Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, 
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Drew & Debbie Barber 
Walt & Carol Bennett 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Eikenberry Retirement Planning 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
R.J. Howell, Company, LLC. 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean & Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Betty Richards 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc 
David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
George and Janice Snowden 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 
Amy Zorn 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our 
Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate 
plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


