1
b1}
i e

August 2020 Edition

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community and
promote local history”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Keith & Wendy Monnier, Sidney, OH
Tonja Sturgill, Sidney, OH

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

How Wamen. Receivved
the Right te Vete

the ratification of the 19th amendment!

This program will be held at the Masonic Temple in Sidney at 7 PM

Sidney. Ohio's
3rd Bi-Annual

CIVIL WAR

Sept. 19 & 20. 2020
Tawawa Park

The Society has several wood folding
chairs with vinyl padded seats that we
have decided to sell. These date from the
time when the Ross Historical Center was
Souders Funeral Home. We are offering
this chance to own a piece of Sidney’s
history to our membership first!

These are currently available to our
members for $15 each or 2 for $25!

SOUDERS FUNERAL HOME
201 No. Main

SIDNEY, OHIO 45365
492-4700 - 402-5773




Kroger Community Rewards Program

Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card? The Shelby County Historical Society is
excited to announce that we are now participating in the Kroger Community Rewards
Program!

Here is what you need to do:

Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society. Our organization number is
91880. Choose our name and “Enroll.”

What this does:

| Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your
| eligible purchases will be donated to the Society! It’s that easy!

Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the

Community Rewards Program.

Don’t forget to tell your family
and friends how easy it is
to support the
Shelby County Historical Society!

<nhank yo,,

“Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: June Volunteer Info:
July 2nd - “U Can’t Touch This” 23 Volunteers
July 13th - Slurpees and frozen Reese’s 153 Hours
Peanut Butter Cups
The clues were found by: Volunteer gift certificate winners
. . o for June:
Linda DeVelvis, Julie Gilardi, Anne Morrow,

Doug Benson, Carol Leffler, Carolyn Haney, Tim Bickel

Glen Phillips, and Priscilla Wilt Drew Barber

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In June, 91 people
participated in SCHS programs.

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.




Tawawa Saturday July 18, 2020, we were able to hold the

s/ 3rd Annual Cruise-In at Tawawa Park. We are so
CIVIG @ ‘ thankful for all of the volunteers that joined us to
Park ’ 7 make this a successful event!

Over 200 vehicles
registered for the
July 18 event!

Thanks to the

Shuttle service was provided by the Shelby Chainpd Eagles
County Antique Power Association. for brlpgmg the
_ traveling Ohio

Vietnam Wall!

Power wheels were brought
in from all over for the kiddie
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Mysteries at the it

Cup,

Ross Historical Center! %fcgﬁ 7.

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Socwty.
Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey

1930’°s Fashion Statement by
Local Designer

Since reopening in June, the Shelby
County Historical Society has received several
new accessions, each with its own unique story to tell. One such addition
has a history as fabulous as its appearance. In late June, we received an
email from the Chief Curator of Fashion Arts and Textiles at the
Cincinnati Art Museum concerning a recent donation to their museum: a
House of Tappe¢ ensemble from the 1930’s. After some initial research,
their curator came across information on our website about Herman
Tappe’s local origins and the Chimneys house in Sidney and reached out
to the Society to see if we might be interested in accepting the donation
instead. This was one offer we could not refuse! We received the dress by
mail in early July and were amazed at its remarkable condition and simple
extravagance. This stunning two-piece, olive green dress appears to be
made out of a lightweight rayon/chiffon type material. It is separated into
a floor length, sleeveless gown and a matching short sleeved jacket. Lily
of the valley shaped sequins adorn leaves and swirls made of translucent
green sequins placed strategically on the bodice and skirt of the dress as
well as the matching jacket. It is currently on display at the Ross
Historical Center as part of this summer’s exhibit showcasing how
women’s fashion has changed through the years.

Herman Patrick Tappeé

Herman Patrick Tappé is probably one of
k| the most unique figures in Shelby County’s history.
He was born on June 20, 1876, to Herman F. and Anna (Griffin) Tappe. He knew
il from a young age that he enjoyed the world of fashion and began his career working
| at Thedieck’s Department Store. He remained there until around 1906, when larger
gl cities began to call his name. Herman went first to Chicago to work as a foreign
buyer for the Milwurtzberger & Hecht millinery concern. He then traveled to New
York and abroad, where he met on a steamer Mrs. Ada Jaffray McVickar, a wealthy
&= S \idow and member of the social elite who fell in love with him and his wares. The
two were married on May 20, 1907, not long after Ada’s eldest son was wed, with
each of her 5 sons present for the wedding. Despite being the son of two Irish
=S immigrants, he represented himself as being of French descent, even adding an
accent to the “E” in his last name. Tappe, as he was now known, started his own millinery shop with funds
procured through his new wife and a monetary gift from J. P. Morgan. At one point he went into voluntary
bankruptcy before his store become a success in the world of New York fashion.
Herman eventually achieved his dream of becoming a renowned fashion designer and was known
throughout the country and parts of Europe for his artistic skill in women’s millinery and formal/bridal



attire. Stories of his many antics flooded newspapers across the country, especially back home in
Sidney. Some of these include his April fool’s joke with a Hungarian princess that ended in court, his
trip to England to procure kilts that almost got him thrown in jail, and especially his love life. After
only a year’s marriage, Herman and Ada separated for several years before moving back in together.
This was a pattern he was doomed to repeat later on in his life. Unfortunately, his first wife passed
away on September 21, 1917. After throwing a Victory Ball in Sidney at the close of WWI in 1918,
Herman announced that the young woman with him, Ms. Anna Holch, was to be his new bride. As with
his first wife, within three years after their marriage Herman and Anna were separated (but not
divorced) and living in two different places, yet still “happily married” to the public eye. The two
worked side by side during the day creating hats and designing ball gowns, then in the evening would
retreat to each of their own homes. Herman once commented that this gave him the freedom to focus
more on his work and procuring new creations, while I feel the twenty year age gap between the two
played some part in their separation. The House of Tapp¢ wholesale business was located at 19 W. 57th
St., New York, while the retail millinery, bridal, and formal wear business was in the Lewisohn
Mansion at 9 W. 57th St. from 1917 until the late 1920’s when it was moved over to 25 W. 57th St.

Herman Patrick Tappe was known all over the
world for his career in women’s fashion, and in Sidney
he remained known for the house he built his widowed
mother, Mrs. Anna Tappe, in 1914. The Chimneys, as it
is known, still stands today at 804 S. Ohio Ave. as the
final Tappe legacy. Herman passed away in New York
on September 20, 1954, and is buried in Graceland
Cemetery in Sidney.

Gowns and Has

Deagned by

Farman Patrsck Tapps

CUSTOM MADI

House of

TAPPE

25 West 57 Street
New York

you want as badly as
a taxi in the rain
let SHOPPING BAZAAR

direct you

to

o ! Bty hsas o i the ST “These spots before your eyes that look exactly alike

on the girl’s white crepe dress and on the Dalmatian's
coat are no mere coincidence. It’s fashion’s newest
caprice in print to borrow the canine’s polka dots as a
dramatic motif for this trim, bow-tied and belted dress,
which was designed by Herman Tapp¢ and modeled by
the movie starlet Mary Howard.”




MIA, an untold story

By Jen Martz

As a young girl, Jen, baby boomer and
daughter of the Greatest Generation, often
asked her father for stories of his experiences
in WWIL

For his own reasons, her father was
hesitant to share his recollections with her. So
the mystery remained until after Harold Boyer
/| passed in November of 2000. Then, quite
| unexpectedly, a number of events occurred
which would lead the author to his stories and
her answers. Jen’s daughter, Brittany,
discovered declassified information on the
internet regarding Harold’s experiences, his
letters from 1940-1946 were found in the
family’s attic, and finally, Jen made a
pilgrimage to Europe to discover many places
and people that had been part of Harold’s MIA
experience.

This book is a daughter’s labor of love
to make known her father’s untold story.

About the author:

Jen Martz lives in Anna, Ohio with her husband Mike. They have a family of 5 children
and 11 grandchildren. Jen graduated Magna Cum Laude from Wright State University, Dayton,
OH earning a bachelor’s and master’s degrees in music education with a concentration in piano.
She retired from teaching in the Sidney City School system after 30 years.

In her retirement she enjoys traveling, reading, writing, teaching piano, and playing the
organ for her local church.

Jen dedicated this WWII biography of her father’s MIA experience to all veterans held
in captivity as MIA or POW. May they all live or rest in peace.

Members $17.00
Non-Members $20.00
Shipping and Handling $5.00




SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
COMPILED BY SHARON MOHRBACHER
AUGUST 1960 - 60 YEARS AGO

August 2nd - WASHINGTON - Arthur Murray Inc. has
agreed to a government order batring it from making
bogus offers to lure “the innocent” into signing up for
dance lessons, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
announced today.

The FTC issued a complaint against the company,
Kathryn and Arthur Murray and another official last
March, charging them with using a variety of deceptive
sales techniques to attract “the innocent, unwary, and
unsuspecting’ into its studios.

August 2nd - MAPLEWOOD - The 32nd Annual
homecoming and school reunion here is scheduled for next
Sunday, August 7.

It will be held on the lawn of the Maplewood school
where a basket dinner will be served promptly at 12:30 pm
followed by a local talent program.

Heading the program committee is Mrs. Harold Covault
with Mrs. Ralph Zimpher and Mrs. Agnes Clayton
assisting.

August 8th - For nearly two months, Mr. and Mrs. Glen
(Vanis Helman) Phillips of North Manchester, In., have
been traveling over the continent of Europe, motoring in a
car by day and camping overnight. They have seen the
many famous places and buildings familiar to us through
history books and pictures taken by other tourists there.

But their travels have included the unfamiliar too, such
as visits to glass factories, salt mines and participating in a
community sing and dance in Salzburg.

Mrs. Phillips is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Helman, Kossuth street, and she and her husband are
students at Manchester College in North Manchester,
Indiana. They left the country on June 5th from New York
airport and plan to be home in late August.

August 16th - It’s air tour time again for Shelby county
farmers.

The biennial event is scheduled for Thursday, August
18, at historic Korn Airport, about a mile southeast of
Montra on Snider road off Pasco-Montra road.

Interest in these flying excursions over home territory
picked up sensationally in 1958 when the tour was started
from Willman Airport south of Sidney.

It is believed that the coming flights, with their related
ground tour, will stir even more interest.

The trip over most of the northern section of the
county will require an estimated 20 minutes and will give
passengers a chance to view 12 so-called “points of
interest.” The flying will be done in a Boeing 747 and the
charge per passenger will be $3 a flight.

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
COMPILED BY SHARON MOHRBACHER
AUGUST 1920 - 100 YEARS AGO

August 3rd - Last Saturday afternoon it was reported to
the police that the band of roaming gypsies, which were
driving through the city by auto has stopped here for a
time to work their fortune telling graft. One fellow
reported to official that he had been fleeced out of a $20
bill. The women in the party were brought to the Mayor’s
office but the fellow failed to identify any of them. The
gypsies were all ordered to get out of town.

August 4th - Local baseball fans are very pleased at the
opportunity of seeing the famous Dayton Marcos, one of
the greatest colored teams in the United States at Lakeside
Park tomorrow afternoon when they line up against the
fast going Elks in what promises to be the biggest event of
the baseball season thus far.

August 12th - Christian Science services will be held in
Sexauer’s hall Sunday morning. Sunday School at 9:15.
Church Services at 10:30 am. Subject, “Spirit.”
Wednesday evening testimonial meeting at 7:30. The
public is cordially invited to attend all church services. The
Christian Science reading room at the same place is open
to the public on Wednesday and Saturday afternoon from
2 to 5 o’clock. This society is a branch of the mother
Church, First Church of Christ, Scientist, of Boston, Mass.

August 16th - Nashville, Tenn. - On all sides predictions
are made that the Tennessee general assembly will have
disposed of the woman suffrage question by Tuesday
night.

Whether the legislature will ratify or reject the
constitutional amendment is an uncertainty.

Speaker Seth Walker, leader of the opposition, said he
was “reasonably sure” of rejection. Miss Sue White,
president of the Tennessee branch of the National
Woman’s party, said the issue was undecided. Other
suffrage leaders still were confident, but the number of
those who held that the result would not be known until
after the house had balloted seemed to be increasing.

August 19th - WANTED - Girls for chocolate dipping,
wrapping and packing. Steady work and good wages.
Apply to Venus Chocolate Company. Lucy need not
apply.

August 20 - Nashville, Tenn. - The House ratifies
suffrage by a vote of fifty to forty-six after three ballots.
The first two ballots were a tie, forty-eight to forty-eight.
Original vote on third ballot was forty-nine to forty-seven
but speaker Walker changed vote from no to aye and
moved reconsideration. House adjourned until Friday
when motion to reconsider will be voted upon.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS NON PROFIT ORG.
. . SIDNEY, OH 45365
Shelby County Historical Society PERMIT #31
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot
Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Roger Lentz, Debra Geuy, Scott Smith, David

Potts, and Becki Wood

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnersh ileear Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Doug Allinger

John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given

Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Betty Richards

Ron & Nitaods
Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




