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Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community and
promote local history”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Vicki and Rusty Schwepe, Sidney, OH
Richard Helmer, Albuquerque, NM
Jack Wilson, Auburn Hills, Mi

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

This is an exciting year for your Shelby County Historical Center
as we celebrate a number of achievements and look to the completion of
more. Taking into consideration our 75th Anniversary and our 19
consecutive years of receiving State Historical Awards
for our youth and community outreach programs, we
wanted our logo to more closely represent our brand as a
vital organization, not just a building. Therefore, we =2
kept our trademark column representing our heritage W
that inspires and added figures at the top, an adult and a FEXPERIENCE
youth reaching for the stars. Most importantly, we  SHELBY COUNTY
wanted the words Experience and History to dominate HISTORY
the logo to visualize our Mission: “To actively engage and educate our
community and promote local history “as well as our Vision: “To become
a center for excellence where we build for tomorrow by understanding the
past.”

This goal of becoming a Center for Excellence and engaging our
community cannot be achieved without our most exciting development for
this year- the creation of the Learning and Innovation Center in the
recently remodeled Lochard Building.

Designing the interactive and educational kiosks and displays is in
process right now so that this “white box,” once filled, will stimulate the
pride we should all feel as Shelby Countians and pique the interest of
those less well acquainted with this incredible place we call home.

The Board Design Committee is focusing on one strong belief: the
unique people and unique accomplishments of past citizens will
inspire the unique opportunities that lie ahead for our county. To that
end, we have been working with our design team Eleven/57 as we review
the impressive number of Shelby County people and institutions that
motivate us to reach for the stars. We have tried to limit ourselves to 3
choices in each category for the first round. Bear in mind that the displays
are meant to be changeable. So far, the choices include the following:

Our Founding-Charles Starrett whose unique vision for a city
included the public square, schools, churches, and the broad streets
we enjoy.

Randolph Former Slaves whose land in Mercer County was
denied them and who settled finally in Shelby and Miami Counties
being offered a place to live and prosper.

Cephas Carey whose early stockade and settlement of Hardin
made possible the early safety and prospering of the county.

Transportation-Dr William Fielding whose Manifesto arguing for
the extension of the Miami Erie Canal via a feeder from
Lockington into Port Jefferson created a state-wide market literally

brought Sidney out of the wilderness. Continued on page 3



Swimming in the 1950s

.
' .N’ In May 1954, the Sidney Municipal Pool opened for the first time. In our
continued celebration of the 1950s we invited everyone to enjoy a night at

the pool on July 17, 2021. The weather was perfect and everyone enjoyed themselves!

Join us for a nostalgic look back at the joy of driving. Getting behind the

cruise Sldney | ¢ pank yoy,

wheel, driving slowly, hoping to see and be seen; those are the goals of our VOLUNTEERS
Cruise Sidney! Don’t forget TAM 105.5 will be taking J, Vol I .
requests for your driving pleasure! 937-498-1055 une volunteer I’lf o:
Saturday, August 21, 2021 - 5:00 to 8:00 pm 39 Volunteers
171 Hours

“Out of the Past” Volunteer glfi Cel”l‘lﬁ?ate winners
hidden clues for July: Jor June.
Sidney 8th-D.J. Nuss Dr.ew Bflrber
Sidney 24th-Saran Wrap Game Tim Bickel
The clues were found by: Congratulations! Thank you to all
! !
Judy Harp our volunteers! We depend on you!
In June, 430 people
The clue will be found ONLY in the participated in SCHS programs.
“Out of the Past” section.




Hugh Thompson whose vision for Sidney as a railroad town led to both an east-west and a north
-south rail line here well before the Civil War.

Eddie and Milton Korn in tiny Montra whose dream of flying led them to become early aviation
pioneers completely independent of the Wright Brothers and whose early plane hangs in the
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.

Early Industrial Heritage-Phillip Smith whose vision for success never left him despite huge obstacles
and led him to become our first entrepreneur.

Benjamin Slusser whose vision and intellect took him from the farm in Salem Township to
faraway Philadelphia and back to Sidney to seek the patent for the first steel scraper revolutionizing
earthmoving and making construction of the Mississippi levies and railroad beds from here to the
West coast

I. H Thedieck whose unique vision created a customer base for his retail operations and whose
founding of the Monarch Machine Tool Co. established Sidney as the home of an important defense
operation in WWII. Recognized as the single most important man in the development of Sidney as
the industrial powerhouse it has become.

Agricultural Heritage—William R. Joslin whose visionary leadership led to the electrification of rural
Shelby Co.

Lewis Warbington whose leadership among other agricultural leaders led to the distribution of
tons of food being shipped to Germany in 1948 from Shelby County and resulting in our county
receiving one of the three commendations handed out for world-wide for humanitarian aid.

4-H and Granges whose members led to the education of farmers by farmers and whose efforts
influenced others to make Shelby County their home Specifically the Allen families and the Ditmer
family.

People Who Impacted the World Beyond our Community-Paul Lauterbur whose vision led to the
creation of the MRI and a Nobel Prize.

Laura Richards whose decision to “trust the Lord only for my support” led to the establishment
of an orphanage in China at great personal peril and the saving of 200 abandoned Chinese children in
1929.

Lois Lenski whose skills as a story teller and illustrator took her from the Village of Anna to
acclaim as one of the most loved and well-known authors of children’s books

Opportunity Awaits- This category may be the most exciting as we would use our special connections
to industries such as Copeland/Emerson
Climate Technologies to help create a
display focusing on the latest in dynamic et
technologies to tell their story. " = 3
The more we research this concept, the |

more exhilarating this notion becomes especially ,
as we relate these stories through state-of- ~ '@ .
the-art graphics and technology. N e . LI =3

Of course, as we move forward, we will | 1) j X f. =i
be exploring all options for funding and AR N = W UHHS “:\ S ¥
development, but the prospect of creating \D\) e AN
something totally new and innovative for Shelby : L
County and especially for our school '
communities is thrilling. As we progress, we will = P
be sharing those visions with you. The Shelby County Genealogical Society is the first to get
Stand by, this is going to be a great year! to utilize the newly renovated Annex.




The Big Four Bridge in Sidney

Written by Jane Bailey, Curator of the Shelby County Historical Society

An impressive feat of early twentieth
century engineering dominates the skyline when
taking the old Dixie Highway into Sidney, Ohio,
from the south. Glimpses of this structural marvel
can be seen from the surrounding area, whether
through trees at the nearby park or between
buildings in the distance. Constructed in the early
1920’s, the Big Four Railroad Bridge has served
its purpose of allowing trains safe passage through
Sidney for nearly 100 years. Work began on the
bridge in 1922 after a decision was made to
reroute the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis line through the south end of the city to
avoid any more tragic fatalities downtown.
Ultimately, the aftermath of the 1913 flood
affecting the previous railroad bridge over the
Great Miami River combined with multiple
accidents involving trains and pedestrians as well
as automobiles were the catalysts laying the
groundwork for a more practical railway route.

The previous line through Sidney also
contained eleven curves and nine graded crossings,
making navigation through the city challenging for
the train’s engineer. When it was decided a new
bridge was needed to span the river south of town,
the Walsh Construction Company of Davenport,
Iowa, was given the contract for the project, which
turned out to be no small accomplishment.

Hundreds of men labored for months at a
time on the site of the new bridge spanning the
Great Miami River and the road to Piqua.
Embankments were created from tons of earth on
the west side of the road and east side of the river,
while wooden trestles and scaffolds extended from

either side meeting in the middle. Like most major
feats of construction at that time, the Big Four
Bridge had its share of tragedies. Two workers,
Henry Snyder and Patrick Fitzgerald, were
involved in an accident in June of 1923, after one
of the trestles along the eastern embankment
collapsed, sending workers and gondolas of dirt
crashing to the ground 100 feet below them. One
man was Kkilled instantly while the other was
seriously injured. Almost a year later, an eerily
similar accident involving 125 feet of trestle
collapsing sent ten heavily loaded dump cars and
two more workers, Verdit Williams and George
Bennett, to their untimely deaths in May of 1924.
A fourth man had been killed just months earlier
when Thomas Schmidt slipped and fell to his death
while pouring concrete for the massive abutments.

Once completed, the massive reinforced
concrete bridge was considered to be an
engineering marvel for its time. The bridge
contained over 28,000 cubic yards of concrete and
900,000 pounds of steel while the embankments
contained a million cubic yards of earth. It surveys
the area from a height of over 100 feet and
contains five archways that span a length of 783
feet. Two sets of track were laid across its top,
which spans a width of just 29 feet, allowing two
trains to traverse its length if necessary. Saturday,
October 18, 1924, heralded the first freight train to
cross the new bridge over the Great Miami River
on the Big Four Railway. Passenger trains
continued to use the old track until the train depot
on Chestnut Ave. was completed later that year.
What a sight it would have been to travel to Sidney

as a passenger from a westbound train and to

Big Four Bridge & construction crew dated
November 12, 1923.

view the city from the tracks! For the last 97
years, the Big Four Bridge has stood as the
gateway to the Miami Valley and has
become an iconic symbol for Sidney. While
‘|the last passenger train crossed its span in
1966, NYCL currently still uses the railroad
bridge to transport freight nationwide.
Although it shows wear and tear as all old
| concrete structures do, it still can withstand

the daily rumble of a freight train across its
_|span proving that it is still a valuable
4 landmark worth preserving!




New Book Available!
Blood and Honor takes you to the frontier of BLOOD + HONOR

North America in the 1700s. There you will witness
events through the eyes of French fur trader Pierre- |
Louis de Lorimier. This is the first novel about his |
colorful life from his birth near Montreal, Canada in
1748, to his death in Cape Girardeau, Missouri i
1812.

Watch him trade with Native tribes. Travel with &
him as he and Native warriors raid Kentucky
settlements. Share in the capture of Daniel Boone
and be present when his trading post is looted and
burned under orders from George Rogers Clark. Sit ﬁ%
at the Lorimier dinner table in Cape Girardeau with ¢ =
Meriwether Lewis and Lorimier’s nephew George i
Drouillard. Meet Lorimier’s Shawnee wife Charlotte
de Bougainville, and learn about the famous father
she never knew. These events and more will take you
back to a time when the country was new, and the

frontier was wild.
By Robert Kuck II

Members: $20 L

Non-Members $25 Robert Kuck

Shipping & Handling $5

e ——— —_—
Bus Trip with the Fort Loramie Historical Society
Cape Girardeau Bound!

Join us as we travel to Cape Girardeau, the Missouri city founded by Pierre-Louis de Lorimier (Peter
Loramie)! The Fort Loramie Historical Association is hosting a bus trip to Cape Girardeau and St. Louis.

We will depart the morning of October 8, 2021, and travel to Cape Girardeau where we will spend
Saturday visiting the Red House Interpretive Center, which includes a rendering of Lorimier’s trading post
and home; the Cape River Heritage Museum; the Old Lorimier Cemetery, burial place of Peter Loramie and
his wife Charlotte, for a tour and talk by Dr. Frank Nickell; and the historic downtown for dining and
shopping and a visit to the murals on the flood wall along the Mississippi.

We will depart Cape Girardeau for St. Louis where we will spend the next two nights. On Sunday
morning we will visit the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis for Mass and self-guided tours. From there we will
go to the Anheuser-Busch Brewery for a tour, and then spend some time at Oktoberfest in nearby Soulard
Market Park. A visit to the Gateway Arch is next, followed by a private riverboat dinner cruise on the
Mississippi.

We will depart the following morning for our return trip to Fort Loramie. We will be staying at the
Drury Inn in both Cape Girardeau and St. Louis; all tours except the optional Gateway Arch tram ride are
included in the cost of the trip.

If you’d like more information about this trip call:

Larry or Donna DeLoye at 937-658-0864 or
Carla Morsey, Global Escapes in Minster, 419-305-1266
Don’t wait — this exciting trip is sure to fill up fast!




|Men’s T.unch /
|Faotéa//, Food, and the 508

June 17, 2021, was a great afternoon for the gentlemen that joined us for a special Men's
Lunch! Dave Ross was our guest speaker after a delicious meal was served by our volunteer
staff and local students.

Y AN

lCasl: Away to th-e 1950'3 Fifth Innual Lbadigs Tea

July 14 and 15, 2021, our 5th Annual Tea was held at the Ross Center. Guest speaker
Julie Gilardi entertained the guests as Aunalee Crusey. Aunalee was a world champion female
fly and bait casting champion. Guests enjoyed a delightful assortment of teas and serumptious
treats.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
AUG. 1946-75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SHELBY CT. (1st)-The country home of Mr. & Mrs. R.
L. Copeland, north of the city, was the scene of a very
enjoyable get together of former school teachers and
friends Tuesday, July 30. At noon a delicious dinner was
served from small tables centered with low bouquets of
summer flowers. Beautiful gladiolas were also used
throughout the large living room. The after dinner hours
were spent in social conversation and taking pictures.
Those present from Shelby County were: Mrs. Leo
Brandewie, Mrs. Ernest Ludwig, Mrs. Joe L. Burke, Mrs.
P.R. Schilling, Mrs. E. C. Linkers, Mrs. E. A. Ailes, Mrs.
Paul Boyer and Mrs. C. E. Hagelberger.

SIDNEY (13%)-Mayor Wheeler continued to follow his
announced police of fining speeders one dollar for each
mile over the Ohio speed limit of 50 miles per hour as he
heard the cases brought before him by the highway patrol.
These cases and their disposition were as follows: William
R. Anderson, of Sidney, exceeding speed limit by driving 65
miles per hour; plea of guilty and fined §15 and costs. Roy
C. Fogt, of Anna route 1, charge of failure to have
operator’s license, pleaded guilty and was fined $5 and cost.
Paul Kessler was also before the mayor on a charge of
trespassing on the property of Frank Thedieck at the
corner of North street and Walnut avenue, the charge
preferred by Chief of Police William O’Leary. He pleaded
guilty and was fined $5 and costs.

SHELBY CT. (15%)-Wanted to Rent-Five or six room
unfurnished house for young couple and year old child.
Ray Snapp, Good Housekeeping Shop, 219 E. Court
Street...Wanted to Rent-Farm of 150 to 200 actes, for next
year. Address Box 7, care of Sidney Daily News. 1883p...
Wanted to Buy-Model A Ford, any style body. Jerry
Kaylor, first house south of state garage on rural route 0,
Sidney, Oh...Wanted-One passenger, who can drive and
share expense from Chicago to Phoenix, Arizona. Start
August 30. Exchange, references. Write T. J. Vallery, 212
New Street, Sidney Oh...LOST-Maroon fender door to
cover gas cap, 42 Buick. Notify W. K. Miller, 328
Prospect avenue, Lima and will cal for...FAMOUS
SUPPLY CO-Food grinders-$1.79. 6 cup aluminum
dripolater-$1.75. Hog Feeders-$24.95 to $49.95. Gorilla
tape-$1.17. Lawn Chairs-$3.49.

REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS-Ida E. and Millard E.
Hussey to William H. and Mary E. Cost, complicated tract,
Sidney, $1. Otville and Orpha Fagan to Huber A. Berry,
11.90 acres, Perry township, $1. Jean E, Brown to Richard
L. Salm, lot 4, E. E. Nutt sub-division, Sidney, $1. Harry
O. and Anges A. Rarp to Robert C. and Ruth E. Weimer,
lot 113, Parkwood allotment, Shelby county, $1.

SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT
AUG —-1921-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SIDNEY (5%)-UNCLE TOM CABIN-There never has
been so lavish and adequate a production of “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin” as that which Jno. F. Stowe will offer amusement
lovers at Gramercy Park next Saturday. The scenes which
are large enough to fill the most spacious stage could not
be easily improved. That representing the Ohio River in
winter, the rocky pass in which George Harris protects his
family, the St. Claire plantation, the levee at New Orleans,
the cotton fields in full bloom and the “Celestial City” is all
most notable effects. Each pictures the reality as closely as
paint and canvas will permit and the state prospecting is so
big that the effect is exceptionally pleasing. The company
is also worthy of the environment, One grand night
performance only at Gramercy Park... Saturday, August 6.

The Scioto Gazette of Chillicothe, Ohio, has an
interesting write up of the Festival Production Company,
which started out on a twelve weeks tour, with Sidney on
the route for August 23-27. A train of ten carloads of
materials comprise the outfit. Their equipment is all new
and spic and span. In comprises 3000 feet of booth space
electrically illuminated with all the needed decoration. Free
attractions are dog and pony circus, slack wire performers,
mechanical bull ride, Punch and Judy Show, concert band,
funny clowns, Jumbo Jr., the High Wire walking elephant,
etc. Everything is done by the management to abate the
undesirable features of the old time carnival and to give
this exposition a refining and educational influence.

SIDNEY (19%)-The work on the new Majestic theatre
building in the DeWeese block of Poplar street is nearing
completion. The plasterers completed their work a few
days ago and the interior of the theatre is now receiving the
finishing touches, preparatory to the formal opening within
the next few weeks. The moving picture machine was
installed this week. It was given a tryout Thursday evening
and operated in excellent shape. The stage settings and
moving picture screen, scenety, etc., are being installed
under the direction of W. C. McCamn, of Dayton, stage
manager of the Victory theatre in that city.

SIDNEY (26%)-Ground was broken Wednesday morning
on the Ralph Kah property at the corner of Ohio avenue
and South street for the erection of a new gasoline filling
station in this city. The company will be known as the
Home Oil Company consisting of local residents,-Leo
McFarland, Arthur Hole, Ed. C. Wolf and Ralph C. Kah.
A handsome brick structure of red plush brick will be
erected and the grounds about beautified in keeping with
the building. It is expected that the station will be in
operation by fair week. St. Clair oil and gasoline will be
handled by the company.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS NON PROFIT ORG.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep

history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you.

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi, and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretary: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Debra Geuy, Scott

Smith, David Potts, and Becki Wood

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.

John and Kathy Amos

Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given

Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Bank

Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




