
 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community and 

promote local history” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Scott Crawford, Covington, OH 

 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

August 2022 Edition 

 True students of history know that it is the presence of key leaders at 

the right moments in time with both vision and passion who make the 

difference. Your Learning & Innovation Center will tell the story of those 

intrepid men and women who helped create the vibrant community we all 

enjoy today.  

 It is important to note we lost two of those leaders in the last few 

weeks. Bob Sargeant, the well-known business leader and philanthropist 

was one. The other was Sidney resident Earl Muir. He was the chief 

architect of the scroll compressor that revolutionized the world- wide 

compressor industry. Mr. Muir also made other significant contributions to 

cleaner and more efficient refrigerants to help the environment long before 

the current calls for climate change. Their contributions will be chronicled 

in the Center. 

 The design and construction of the Center is proceeding on schedule. 

We have established a dedication ceremony on December 15, 2022. The 

design committee of the Society has been working weekly with 11/57 

Design and the 1913 Media Design Group to produce a state-of-the-art 

learning and innovation center. 

 All six galleries in the Learning & Innovation Center are being 

enhanced with STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and math) 

principles so that visitors will be able to interact with the history being 

displayed. For example, students in the transportation gallery will be able to 

learn how to guide a canal boat through a lock, fire up a steam engine train, 

and fly a simulator of the Korn Brothers plane. 

 Despite the loss of Bob Sergeant and Earl Muir, our future is bright. 

We will be helping develop the next generation of innovators and 

entrepreneurs. 

 Stay tuned for further developments. 

The Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center 
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  Do you use a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card?  The Shelby County Historical Society is 
excited to announce that we are now participating in the Kroger Community Rewards 
Program! 
 Here is what you need to do: 
 Obtain a Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card and go to Kroger.com to register your card.  
While you are creating your account, scroll to the bottom where it says “Community 
Rewards” and search for Shelby County Historical Society.  Our organization number is 
91880.  Choose our name and “Enroll.”   
 What this does: 
 Now, every time you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card, a portion of your 
eligible purchases will be donated to the Society!  It’s that easy! 
 Kroger is committed to helping our community grow and prosper with the 
Community Rewards Program. 

Don’t forget to tell your family  
and friends how easy it is  

to support the  

Shelby County Historical Society! 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 

Volunteers 

June Volunteer Info: 

   41 Volunteers 

 255  Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for June: 
 

Dianne Wooddell 

Chris Wooddell 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 

our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In June, 2694 people  

participated in SCHS programs. 
 

“Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for July: 

 

Classified 14th-Lava Lamps 
Russia 21st-DQ 

The clues were found by: 
 

Phyllis  Piper, Judy Harm, and  

Janice and Paul Workman, 

 

 
 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 



 

Forward, and he will be 

permitted to return to the 

camp.’  No one rode out, 

and the expedition 

continued on its way.  The 

plan was to separate during 

the day and meet at night. 

 “The first thing of 

any importance happened 

when we were ferrying 

across a deep river, when a 

Major of Cavalry came to 

where we were and said: 

‘Captain to what regiment 

do you belong?’ We had 

been passing off as 

members of the 2nd 

Kentucky Cavalry.  Captain Yeoman answered him by 

saying; ‘The Fourth Mississippi Cavalry.’  The major 

relied, ‘I guess not Captain that is my regiment.  I’ll 

see about this.’  We then got away from there as 

quickly as possible. 

 “Another narrow escape we had was in 

Covington, Georgia.  This town was filled with armed 

soldiers.  We went through the town and had gone 

some distance beyond, when we decided to come back 

and take another road.  Just before we entered the 

town, we were met by a negro, who said, ‘The Rebs 

think youse is Yanks and are waiting for you.  You 

better not go back that way.’  He directed us to another 

road and we did not go back to the town, and we 

missed them. 

 “As a rule the Union troops gave us more 

trouble than the Confederates.  On one occasion the 1st 

Wisconsin Cavalry allowed us to march through their 

camp without molesting us and then sent a company 

after us and arrested, disarmed us, and put us to a lot 

of trouble.  Our Captain was the only one in the 

Company who had papers in his possession to show 

who we really were.  He was taken to headquarters 

and after making satisfactory explanations, we were 

permitted to go on. 

 “Another time, three of us were among those 

captured 3 

 Mr. Ferree was a member of the 1st Ohio 

Cavalry and enlisted at Sidney with Major 

Frankenberger, February 21st, 1864, and saw active 

service to the end of the war.  After the fight at 

Nashville his regiment joined General Wilson’s 

Cavalry at Gravelly Springs, Tennessee.  There they 

lived on parched corn for eight days.  From Gravelly 

Springs he was out with General Wilson’s Raid which 

covered thirty days of continuous fighting until 

Macon, Georgia was reached.  The principal battles 

fought on this raid were: Ebenezer’s Church, Selma, 

Alabama and Columbus, Georgia.  When they reached 

Macon and were ready to fight, a flag of truce was 

displayed by the Rebels, and General Wilson was 

notified the war was over.  Here they also received the 

first news of Lincoln’s assassination and the Fall of 

Richmond.  Mr. Ferree related the story of the trip to 

capture Jefferson Davis: 

 “About May 1st, 1865, when still at Macon 

there was a call for volunteers to be well mounted, and 

to be men of discretion and courage.  They were to 

report at Brigadier Headquarters that night at 9 p.m. 

where they would be furnished with Confederate 

uniforms and navy revolvers.  We were told it was to 

be a secret and dangerous expedition.  There were 

thirty-five men in the squad that reported at 

headquarters.  Most of these men came from the 1st 

Ohio Cavalry, some from the 7th Ohio Cavalry and 

some from the 5th Cavalry.  We were commanded by 

Captain Yeoman of the 1st Ohio, who lived at 

Washington, D.C.   About ten o’clock that evening we 

started on the march.  We rode until midnight, 

unsaddled our horses and laid down to sleep. 

 “In the morning, after saddling our horses, 

Captain Yeoman made us a little speech.  In it he said: 

‘Comrades, Jefferson Davis is trying to escape this 

country.  It is said he had a large sum of money on his 

person.  President Johnson has offered a reward for his 

capture, dead or alive, but alive if possible and get all 

the money he has with him.  Now if we run into him 

and he has not more than 200 men with him, by the 

eternal, I am going to attack him.  If there is any one 

here who will not ride where I lead, let him come 

The Pursuit and Capture of Jefferson Davis 
A talk given by J.D. Ferree 
Shelby County Democrat 

July 2, 1915 

Jefferson Davis 

Editor’s note: On September 17 and 18, 2022, we will be holding our bi-annual Civil War 

Living History Weekend.  This article was chosen to stir interest! 



 

captured by the 112th Ohio 

Infantry.  Fortunately the 

outfit was from Shelby 

County.  I happened to know 

a man named Daniel Clark, 

who belonged to that 

Company and who was 

raised west of Sidney.  I 

asked for him, and he rode 

out and recognized me.  I 

then reported to the 

Commanding Officer that we 

did not want the Federal 

soldiers to know that we 

were out.  He sent us back to 

Major Moderwell.  He said 

there were a lot of Confederate soldiers in his camp 

waiting parole, and they would let our squad slip out 

with them.  While we were awaiting this hour, he said 

we might visit a family on the hill outside of the camp.  

The members of this family were bitter Confederates.  

They had two very beautiful and accomplished 

daughters.  The Major said, ‘They won’t look at us 

Union Soldiers, but you boys passing off as 

Confederates will received a good welcome and get a 

square meal and have a good time.’  We went up to the 

house and were royally received and got a good 

supper.  After supper we were invited to the parlor and 

they played and sang their most popular Confederate 

songs.  They said they were South Carolinians.  They 

looked us square in the face and said they would not 

countenance a Yankee enough to look at him.  The 

father came into the parlor and being a well versed 

man, began to question us and we had to be at our wits 

end all the time he talked with us.  We left with an 

invitation for breakfast and promised to be there, but 

at breakfast time we were many miles away. 

 “We sent a courier to General Wilson’s camp 

every day telling him of Davis’ daily whereabouts.  

We were on the track of him every day, getting 

information of soldiers and citizens.  We were on the 

march six days and travelled 150 miles.  We never got 

closer to Davis than 20 miles, and that was the 

distance on the first day after we started out.  At that 

time he had 2000 men with him.  When he was 

captured, he had no soldiers with him.  He was quietly 

travelling through the country with his wife and a few 

friends. He was captured by the first Wisconsin 

Cavalry and the 4th Michigan Cavalry at Erwinsville, 

Georgia in May 1865. 
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General  

James H. Wilson 

 “When Congress passed the Act in 1868 

providing for the payment of the reward offered by 

President Johnson, our squad was placed on an 

equality basis with those who captured him 

because we had run all the risk securing the 

information that led to his capture and arrest.  Of 

the reward, General Wilson received $3,000; 

Colonel Pritchard of the 4th Michigan, $3,000; 

Colonel Harnden of the 1st Wisconsin, $3,000; 

Captain Yeoman of our squad, $3,000.  The 

balance was divided according to rank and pay.  

Privates received $293 each.  I received $366.25.  

James H. Jeffries, who at that time lived near 

Houston, Shelby County, Ohio, was also in the 

squad.  When I last heard of him, he was located 

near Fort Scott, Kansas.” 

Tawawa Park 
Sidney, OH 

September 17 & 18, 
2022 

3rd Bi-Annual 
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Committee: Beth Bailey, Jane Bailey, Julie Gilardi, Sharon Mohrbacher, Tilda Phlipot, Mary Putnam,  

Latrisha Kingseed Reed, and Dianne Wooddell 

Wait Staff: Cassandra Leach, Brianna Lewis, Avery North, Addison Shearingen, and Avery Stover 

Models: Savanna Boughman, Abby Kramer, Shannon O’Donnell, McKenna O’Donnell, Nicole Siegel, and  

Evie Schwepe 

Special Helper: Richard Bailey 

 The Shelby County Historical Society hosted their 6th Annual Afternoon Tea on Thursday, July 21st.  

Following a tasty menu of salads, sandwiches, and desserts, the guests were entertained with a “Fashion 

Through the Ages” show.  Local teenagers donned garments from the Society’s collection, and several loaned 

outfits starting with the Revolutionary War all the way to the 2000s.   

Our 6 young models donned  clothing from 12 different time periods in American history! 
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Chris Wooddell owns and drove, one of three 

Model T cars that gave free rides on the day. 

John Laws (on the right) happily chats with 

visitors about his Model T truck. 

These two photos are just a small sample of the cars that joined us on June 25th.   

There were over two-hundred fifty cars that registered and well over 50 that chose not to!   

The weather wasn’t too hot, for the trees provided much enjoyed shade!  Mark your calendars  

for June 24, 2023, as we plan to celebrate Tawawa Park’s 75th Anniversary! 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
AUG 1952-70 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Anne Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (8th)-It’s a girl for Mr. and Mrs. Sam Morrow, 
121 Shelby street.  She was born at 8:50 p.m. Thursday in 
Wilson Memorial hospital…A son was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Elmore, Buckeye Terrace at 11:08 p.m. Thursday 
in the hospital…Mr. and Mrs. Aloys Frilling, R. R. 6, have a 
son.  The little boy arrived at 2:43 a.m. Friday in the 
hospital. 
 

SIDNEY (20TH) - Local shooters continued their quest of 
glory and gold in the Grand American scattershot classic 
today after posting an assortment of scores on the Vandalia 
clay bird range Tuesday.  Best showing among the 
hometown boys was made by Curt Gruebmeyer, Sidney 
contractor who blasted out a perfect 100 in his initial try in 
the North American exercises, and then came back with a 
96 for a total of 196.  Curst was followed by Chuck 
Connors who broke 194, Bob Beanblossom, proprietor of 
Sidney Sporting Goods store who aggregated 193, while 
Davey Dickas  got a 193.  Davey’s dad, Fred Dickas, 
pegged out a 186---two birds off the shooting tenor of Bud 
Barker, who got a 188. 
 

SIDNEY (21st)-Girl Scouts of troop 3 met at Girl Scout 
headquarters on Wednesday evening to elect officers and 
plan for the coming year.  Mary Gallagher is the new 
president, elected to succeed Sally Schemmel.  Margerie 
Geise is scribe replacing Vickie Wolf and Pat Gallagher is 
continuing in the office of Treasurer.  Sally Schemmel is 
reporter taking the office of Mary Gallagher and Sondra 
Goffena will be a song leader.  Patrols were reorganized 
under the same names.  Mariene Lauber is leader of 
Meadow Beauty patrol, with Sally Schemmel the scribs; 
Dwarf Wild Rose, Pat Gallagher, leader, and Beverly 
Green, scribe; Indian Pipe, Vicki Wolf, leader, and Jane 
Mentges, scribe. 
 

SIDNEY (23rd)-Construction of a new $200,000.00 two-
story marble bank building on the site of the former 
structure, northeast corner of the public square, was 
announced today by the board of directors of the Citizen 
National bank.  The architect has developed a design which 
is definitely modern in style but the building also boasts 
traditional bank character which is accomplished by the use 
of early Grecian type ornaments and details on molding.  
The base course of the building will be polished mahogany 
granite from Minnesota and white marble from Gatts 
quarry in Alabama.  The new Citizen bank building is so 
designed that it will have entrances from both Poplar street 
and Main avenue. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT DEMOCRAT 

AUG. 1922 100 YRS. AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (4th)  The Sidney Post No. 217 of the American 
Legion will give a fall festival on November 9, 10 and 11 
and give $9000 in prizes. Arrangements have been 
completed and committees have been appointed to take 
charge of this celebration, the public is assured that the 
legion will carry this entertainment in a moral and 
instructive way, therefore we ask you support in making 
this celebration a success.  Watch the paper full details will 
be given from time to time.  F. Weingartner, chairman.  D. 
Sheeley.  E. Mills. 
 
SIDNEY (11TH) - The Laurel Club had a delightful outing 
Tuesday evening honoring Miss Ruth Lonsbury of Toledo.  
They hiked to Laurel cottage along the canal bank.  Here a 
bacon bat constituted menu.  In the cottage long tables 
were used and the picnic supper enjoyed.  Games, stunts, 
boating and athletic feats were indulged.  The cottage being 
lighted with electricity the party stayed until a late hour 
declaring this the banner picnic of the season.  Those 
present were Blanche Laughlin, Bonnie Sherwood, 
Christine Maurer, Mary Pence, Ruth Sherwood, Anna Toy, 
Norma Hutchison, Mary Sherwood, Pearl Allton, and Ruth 
Lonsbury. 
 
PASCO (18th)-Wm. Piper entertained the employees of his 
store to a delightful outing Thursday afternoon at the 
Shifflet farm, near Pasco.  This was the annual picnic of 
the store and for dinner they motored to Pasco where Mr. 
Piper entertained with a chicken dinner served by the 
Ladies Aid Society of the Church of Christ.  After the 
dinner they motored to the Shifflet farm where bathing 
and other out door sports were enjoyed.  Forty guests 
enjoyed the delightful affair. 
 
PT JEFFERSON (25th)-All of your old friends and 
acquaintance will be there if possible letters from almost 
ever state in the Union have been received stating that the 
writers were planning to answer the roll call on Labor Day 
and get a good drink from the flowing well.  Still flows 
today.  Everything is being done by the citizens of the little 
village to make this celebration a means of renewing old 
friendships and forming new ones.  Bring your basket and 
enjoy a picnic dinner on the beautiful school lawn.  
Amusements have been arranged for every age and 
temperament:  dancing for the young; ballgames for the 
fans; Aero flights for the daring; horse shoe pitching for 
the skillful; and general amusements for everybody. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 

PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 
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Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 

forward your newsletter. 

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace, and Roger Lentz Treasurer: Dave Russell,  

Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene 

Roll and Teresa Ditmer Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Bent Finger Foundation 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Robert Sargeant 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


