
 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community and 

promote local history” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 

by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

No new members this month 

 

 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

August 2024 Edition 

Men’s Lunch 

When: Thursday, August 15, 2024  
       11:30 am to 1:00 pm 
 

Where: The Ross Historical Center 
        201 N. Main Ave, Sidney 
 

Tickets Required:  
          Members $20 - Non Members $22 
Tickets available at the Ross Center 

Limited Seating Available call or stop by today! 

Dave Ross will 
present: "Strange but 
True, it Happened in 
Sidney High School 
Football!" 

RSVP:  August 9, 2024 

Civil War Living History Weekend 
Tawawa Park Sept. 20, 21, 22, 2024 

Volunteers needed! 
     We are looking for people interested helping out 
for the weekend. Gate Guards, Golf Cart Drivers, 
Parking Attendants, Registration Booth. 
     Shifts can be 2 to 4 hours depending on the 
activity.  Call the office for more information! 

937.498.1653 
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Volunteers 

June Volunteer Info: 
    53 Volunteers 

  378 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 
June: 

 

Dianne Wooddell 
Chris Wooddell 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you!  

In June, 1,367 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

“Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for July: 

 

1936-Rural-Sidney Freyburg Pike is not in 
Washington Twp. 

Sidney 8th. Case Jones 
 

The clues were found by: 
 

Harold Schmidt and Judy Harp,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 For the first time, the Tawawa Park 7th Annual Cruise-In 
was inundated with rain on June 29th, but that didn’t stop the hard 
core Cruise-in car owners from showing up!  The afternoon cleared 
up, and more cars appeared!  Though the numbers were lower this 
year, we believe this to have been a very successful event with some 
cars driving over three hours to join us!  
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 The Shelby County Historical Society (SCHS) and Shelby County 
Genealogical Society (SCGS) are continuing their partnership to preserve 
materials for future generations by creating an additional Genealogical Research 
and Archive Center at 104 E. North Street, Sidney.  
 
 Since the SCGS/SCHS cooperative arrangement began in 2015, our books, 
records, genealogical and historical materials have grown faster than the space we 
have to store them, and to make them accessible for study and research. This new 
facility can help make that happen.  
 
 We need our members’ support in purchasing equipment for this research/
archive center. To make a tax-deductible donation, please make checks payable to 
the Shelby County Historical Society, with Shelby County Genealogical Society 
on the memo line.  
 
Make checks payable to and send to: 
 Shelby County Historical Society 
 P.O. Box 376 
 Sidney, OH 45365-0376.  
 
 For questions, please contact SCGS President, Darlene Roll, at 419-371-
5515 or email the SCHS at info@shelbycountyhistory.org.  
Your support of both the Shelby County Historical Society and the Shelby County 
Genealogical Society is much appreciated! 

Future home of the Genealogical Research and Archive Center.  
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 As America 250 approaches, one of the 
projects that local historical societies are encouraged 
to work on is the preservation of graves belonging to 
Revolutionary War veterans. During the Shelby 
County Genealogy Society and Historical Society’s 
search for veterans buried across the county, it was 
brought to our attention that many of the older 
cemeteries had long been abandoned and neglected. 
Coincidentally, a local gentleman was also interested 
in advocating for the proper care of long-forgotten 
cemeteries. An article was written for the paper, a 
few public meetings were held, and people within 
the community began to gain interest. 
 
Discovering a Family Gravesite 
 
 Early in June, one gentleman 
approached the Shelby County 
Historical Society curious about a few 
very old tombstones he found back in 
the woods on his property. Initially, we 
were unsure as to whether or not this 
was a previously recorded cemetery or 
newly discovered. The hunt was 
officially on! 
 Upon determining that the 
cemetery was most likely a small, 
family plot, I began my search by first 
pulling up on a map the property in 
question along Hardin-Wapakoneta 
Rd. By determining its location in 
Section 31 of Turtle Creek Twp., I then 
was able to trace the property 
backwards through time by looking at 
the 1900, 1875, 1865, and finally 1846 
maps that we have on file at the 
Society. None of the maps had a 
cemetery at that location outlined on 
them; however as soon as I saw the name “John 
Kennard” on the 1846 tax assessment map, I had a 
gut feeling about which cemetery this was. 
 Several years earlier, I had written an article 
about the life of Dr. Wilson V. Cowan from the 
Hardin area. Remembering the last name “Kennard” 
from my research, I hastily pulled up the article to 
see if the two last names were related. As luck 
would have it, they were! Dr. Cowan’s first wife was 
Elizabeth Kennard, daughter of John Kennard. In my  

previous article, I had written that Elizabeth was 
buried along with her infant child in the Cowan 
(Kennard) Cemetery, which was designated in the 
1975 Memorial Records book as a small family plot 
southwest of Hardin along Hardin-Wapak Rd. with 
no markers that remained standing. 
 
Time for a Visit! 
 
 On a warm, sunny day, Tilda, Brant 
Fahnestock, and I wore some old clothes to work, 
grabbed some lawn care equipment, and ventured to 

the site of the cemetery. After a drive 
down a long, bumpy lane, and then 
walking past the cemetery’s location 
several times, a call to the property 
owner pointed us in the right direction. 
Despite being slightly overgrown, we 
eventually found its remnants! There 
were only a handful of stones visible, 
most propped against a collapsed barb 
wire fence with a few flat on the 
ground. After wiping the buildup of 
dirt and lichen off the front of the 
tombstones, we were able to match the 
names visible with those listed in the 
Memorial Records book for the 
majority of the graves listed under 
Cowan Cemetery. Only two were still 
unaccounted for. 
 While there, the three of us 
cleaned off the four remaining 
tombstones. We also discovered a base 
which did not belong to any of the 
remaining stones, but gave a better 
indication of where the cemetery had 
originally been established. Ironically, 
this little cemetery is about a ½ mile 

directly west of Brookside Cemetery off Hardin 
Wapakoneta Rd. and about ¾ of a mile west of 
where I mistakenly put its GPS coordinates in the 
Discover Shelby County History App created for the 
Shelby County Bicentennial. The mistake was an 
honest one due to the names of the property owners 
from the mid-nineteenth century. On the east side of 
Hardin Wapakoneta Rd. near Brookside Cemetery 
was a piece of land that belonged to Dr. Wilson V. 
Cowan. Since Dr. Cowan’s first wife and infant 

Above: Tilda and Brant clean off the 
tombstones that were uncovered. 

Below: Tombstone for Virgil Cowan 
Kennard, B. 1840, D. 1841 

By Jane Bailey 
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child were buried in Cowan (Kennard) Cemetery, I 
naturally assumed that it was located on his 
property. However, it turns out that both internments 
were actually made in the property across the road, 
which was owned by Cowan’s father-in-law, John 
Kennard, much earlier. 
 
Prior Owners of Section 31, Turtle Creek Twp. 
 
 John Kennard was born in 1774, two years 
before the United States gained its independence, in 
Buck County, Pennsylvania. He then purchased land 
in the Northwest territory through the Harrison Land 
Act of 1800, which offered many settlers the 
opportunity to travel west and establish a farm on 
land of their own. After Ohio gained its statehood in 
1803, settlers began to arrive within the Miami 
Valley region. John Kennard, his wife Elizabeth 
(Hendershott) and their family arrived in what would 
later become Shelby County around 1809, settling in 
Section 31 of Turtle Creek Township. Two of his 
daughters went on to marry prominent figures within 
Shelby County’s early history: Elizabeth married Dr. 
Wilson V. Cowan and Matilda married John Blake. 
He lived there for a number of years until selling the 
property to Robert Ewing and moving to Champaign 
County, where he was buried in 1863. Ironically, 
there is a settlement in Champaign County with the 
name of Kennard, but I am unsure if the two are 
connected. 
 According to Sutton’s History of Shelby 
County, Robert Ewing moved to his farm in Turtle 
Creek Twp. around 1858, then back to his prior 
residence in Lockington, and back again to the farm 
in 1862. Robert Ewing was originally born in 
County Donegal, Ireland, arriving in the United 
States in 1821 and settled first in Newark, Maryland 
where he received his education. By 1828, Ewing 
traveled to Pennsylvania where he became a clerk in 
a store and proudly cast his first vote as a US citizen 
for Andrew Jackson. By 1830, he arrived in Ohio 
where he first settled on a farm in Perry County. Six 
years later, he went into the drug store business with 
Dr. Ashton of Piqua. In 1842, the two men bought a 
farm near Lockington in Washington Twp. in Shelby 
County, where they established a woolen factory and 
saw mill. The two men later went their separate 
ways, and Ewing also established a flour mill on his 
property. He married Harriet Mellinger in 1847, and 
a decade later they moved to the Kennard property. 
Robert Ewing passed away in 1883, leaving his 
property in the hands of his children. 

In Conclusion 
 
 As America 250 approaches, hopefully we 
will be able to discover more information about 
some of the smaller cemeteries within Shelby 
County! If you or someone you know is interested in 
helping with cemetery restoration and revolutionary 
war era grave maintenance, please send an email to 
info@shelbycountyhistory.org to learn more about 
this project! 

Check out a map of all the cemeteries 

located in Shelby County! 

Section 31 of 
Turtle Creek 

Twp. from 1846 

Section 31 of 
Turtle Creek 

Twp. from 
1875 

mailto:info@shelbycountyhistory.org
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New Books Available! 

Korn Field Revisited: This community history records the story of 
many small plane pilots who touched down at the Korn Flying Field 
amid the corn fields of Midwest Ohio in the mid-20th century.  This 
Korn airfield, one of the first open in Ohio in 1910, was the research 
base and flight strip for the Early Bird aviator, Edward Korn, and plane 
designer-mechanic, Milton Korn.  Both brothers contributed to early 
aviation’s advances in the 1907-1916 decade.   
 Subsequently, the Korn Field near Montra, Ohio, gained a 
reputation as the oldest operational airstrip in the first fifty years of Ohio 
aviation history.  It was certainly the oldest one to remain in public use.  
The airfield’s length of survival is credited largely to the management by 
a younger brother, Arlington Korn, and his wife Marvel. 
 After World War II, many private airmen and local citizens 
gathered at the Korn Field.  Some signed up for flight training; others 
converted from military to commercial pilots under the G.I. Bill.  A 
number tied down their small planes at the airport.  They shared the 
camaraderie as members of the Korn Field Pilots Club.  Flying Farmers 
from the area checked out the countryside from above. 
 The Korn Field remained a significant hub until Arl’s death in 
1957, influencing both aviation in the area and impacting the lives and 
contribution of pilots who flew farther afield.  While  the airfield was 
dismantled in 1968, the site continues to carry historical aviation 
importance within the Mid-West region. 

Korn Field Revisited 
By: Judi Finkenbine Fisher 
 

Spiral Bound—115 pages 

Members: $25 
Non-Members: $30 
Optional Shipping: $5 

Winged Souls: This biography records the life and times of Ed and Milt 
Korn, two young farm lads from midwest USA who contributed to the 
early aviation era of 1903-1916.  These young men designed and 
successfully flew one of the first monoplanes, invented the bench 
ailerons, and built the Korn Flying Field in Montra, Ohio.  Ed and Milt 
also worked for the St. Louis plane manufacturer Thomas W. Benoist.  
At Kinloch Flying Field, Ed became assistant instructor and exhibition 
pilot at the Benoist School of Aviation and was recognized as an Early 
Bird aviator.  As part of the Benoist team, Milt built the Benoist XII 
tractor model biplane and several of the first hydroplanes for the Benoist 
Airplane Company.  Together, they constructed the Benoist-Korn biplane 
currently displayed in the National Air and Space museum.  In 1913, the 
Korn Brothers established their own flying school at Montra, Ohio. 

Winged Souls 
By: Judi Finkenbine Fisher 
 

Spiral Bound—136 pages 

Members: $25 
Non-Members: $30 
Optional Shipping: $5 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
AUG-1954-70 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

PASCO (3rd)-An official of the Ohio Burial Vault 
Association, Inc., Columbus, and today termed the Pasco 
cemetery as one of the “major offenders” in Ohio which 
make it a practice “of penalizing families who wish to buy a 
vault other than the one sold by the cemetery.”  J. Edwin 
Farmer, public relations counsel of the state association, 
made the accusation in a letter to The Sidney Daily News.  
The practice of penalizing families who wish to buy a vault 
other than the one sold by the cemetery began some time 
ago and has grown steadily worse, Farmer pointed out.  
Farmer was, in part, referring to the $130 fee of the Glen 
Cemetery, at Port Jefferson, which includes all cemetery 
services and a vault, regardless of whether the customer 
buys a vault from some other source.  Farmer’s letter is the 
suit now on file in the Shelby County common pleases 
court. 
 

SIDNEY (4th)-Two year old Michael Wheeler received a 
badly mangled foot in a power lawn mower accident early 
Tuesday afternoon at the home of his parents, Mr. & Mrs. 
Don Wheeler.  The little boy got in the path of the mower 
and blades struck his feet with damage to both feet.   
 

SIDNEY (11th)-Conversion of the entire electrical 
distribution system for the Sidney district of the Dayton 
Power and Light Co., is now 75% completed, R. J. Conrad, 
district manager of the company, announced today.  The 
district includes Shelby County and part of Auglaize, Logan 
and Champaign Counties.  Conrad said the practically all of 
the distribution system will be converted to 12,000 volts by 
the end of the year.  Plans call for dismantling the old 
substation on North avenue in Sidney.  The City of Sidney 
and surrounding area will receive all its energy from the 
new larger substation on Campbell road dear DP&L’s new 
service building. 
 

BOTKINS (12th)-Grouped above are members of the 
Botkins Rediettes, who will undoubtedly some day become 
the Redlegs of the Shelby community.  On August 31, The 
Botkins Peewees will be the guests of the Cincinnati Reds 
at Crosley field with transportation to be provided by the 
merchants. From left to right, the club includes, first row-
Ronnie Schmerge, Robert Krebs, George Geyer, Larry 
Steinke, Gerry Eyink.  Second row-Fred Doseck, James 
Sonethey, Opie Taylor, Ronnie Platfoot, Ron Koch, Terry 
Cole, Joe Opperman.  Third row-Dick Hemmert, coach; 
Bob Cole, Vic Rosengarten, Joe Hageman, Jim King, Dave 
Mangen and Jim Kelley.  Unable to be on hand for the 
picture were Fran Mangen, Dennis and Jim Huelskamp, 
Dick Timmerman and Mike Hemmert. (Photo) 

Out o f  the Past 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

AUG.-1936 (88 Years Ago) 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

PORT JEFFERSON (7th)-Mr. and Mrs. Arlington Wical 
and son Jackie Lee Wical took Sunday dinner with Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanley Howell and daughter…The time will soon be 
Port Jefferson Home Coming.  Come and meet your old 
friends in P.J…Several of the M.E. Aid Ladies helped Mrs. 
Jake Weber with her threshing. 
 

SIDNEY-Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Anderson and daughters, 
Misses Emily and Ruth Ellen Anderson, returned to their 
home on Fair avenue Tuesday from Northwood, on Lake 
St. Mary’s, where they spent the past nine weeks at their 
summer cottage. 
 

WAPAK. (8th)-Five Sidney men who are engaged in 
building a smokestack at the Diegel Canning factory here 
received slight injuries at noon Friday when the auto in 
which they rode overturned following a collision at Willipie 
and Merchanic streets near the court house.  Occupants of 
the other auto, driven by N. D. Henderson of Wauseon, 
were shaken up but not injured.  The Sidney men and their 
injures were:  George Wright, 35, car owner, left wrist cut;  
Preson Windsor, 24, cracked ribs; Ralph Bolin, 19, ribs and 
muscles injured; Harry Rhoades, 43, sprained back and left 
arm cut; one other not named, unhurt.   
 

SHELBY CT. (14TH)-The annual picnic of the employees 
of the Monarch Machine Tool company was held at 
Evergreen Lake all day Saturday and it is estimated that 
from 1,000 to 1,500 people were in attendance.  The picnic 
was for the employees and their families and various 
amusements had been scheduled for the day.  The meal 
this year was catered by the Alcove Restaurant of Sidney 
Ohio.  The caravan led by the band left the plant of the 
company about 9 AM and after driving down into the city 
headed for Evergreen.  Two hundred and twenty-five 
machines were counted in the caravan. 
 

PT. JEFFERSON (21st)-The late Dr. M. F. Hussey was 
the first president of the Port Jefferson Homecoming 
committee and serving with him on the early committee 
were Dr. A. W. Hobby and Edd McVay.  The flowing well 
is a familiar sight to the 100 year old Port Jefferson-the 
Chicago of Ohio.  It is one of the finest flowing wells in 
the country and has a plentiful supply of good and pure 
water.  This well has been continuously flowing ever since 
the vein of water was struck when the well was drilled in 
1883 with the view of securing a supply of oil or natural 
gas and has been continuously flowing for over 53 years.  
The 100th anniversary of Port Jefferson will be celebrated 
at that village on Labor Day, Sept. 7th, when the 15th annual 
Homecoming will be held. 
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Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter. 

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  
Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, LaTrisha Reed, and Ashliegh 
Maurer.    Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, and Jane Bailey  
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Phil Abbott 
Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Farmers and Merchants State Bank 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Dean and Linda Long 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Mike and Sandy Nevin 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 

Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 
David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep  
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


