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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org

shelbycountyhistoricalsociety.blogspot.com
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

Quilt Raffle Tickets
Still Available
| for $1.00
6 for $5.00
Drawing to be held
during Applefest
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SCHS Memberships
Yearly
$20 Individual
$25 Family
Life

$500 Individual
$1,000 Family
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

sentember Fvents

Come Learn “How the events of September 11, 2001 have
Changed our Lives Forever!” at the Ross Historical Center from
September 8 through October 22, 2011.

The opening of the Applefest weekend and the “How did the
Events of September 11, 2001, Change our Lives Forever” exhibit will be
held at the Ross Historical Center on September 8, 2011. Doors will open
at 6 p.m. Sidney resident Chuck Price will share his experiences at 7
p.m., he was at ground zero during the initial days after September 11,
2001.

The Memory Field of Flags will open on Friday September 9, at 9
a.m. (Remember we have a limited quantity of flags so don’t wait till the
last minute.) If you want to honor one of your family members or friends
contact the SCHS office at 937-492-1653. $30 will purchase a flag, pole,
and piece of rebar so you can reinstall the flag at your home. Please have
the information you want on your personalized tag ready when you order
your flag. The Memory Field of Flags will be open to the public 24 hours a
day starting on Friday September 9, and continuing until it closes on
Sunday, September 11, 2011, at 5 p.m. All names on the flags will be
called starting at 5 p.m. as flags are retired.

Don’t think because the flags have been retired that the exhibit or
activities are ending. On Monday September 12, 2011, Fairlawn Graduate
Eric Leckey will be returning to Sidney from Washington D.C. to hold A
Discussion with Eric Leckey on how A Nation Transformed by the
September 11, 2001 Attacks Upon the United States A decade Since:
My thoughts and Experiences on 9/11, at the White House, and the U.S.
Department of homeland Security.

The Shelby County Historical Society will partner with the
Sidney/Shelby County YMCA, Dorothy Love Community Center, and all
the local veterans organizations to stage an event on Make a Difference in
our community by hosting a USO Show at the American Legion Post 217,
Sidney, on October 22 from 7 p.m. till 10 p.m. We are asking all attendees
to bring items or a monetary donation that can be used to create special
Christmas packages for our men and women serving over seas along with
those in the Dayton Veterans Hospital. Let’s show how much we
appreciate their efforts by giving them a Christmas to remember!

Please consider lending an extra hand during the Applefest
weekend. We are looking for volunteers to assist children in the Applefest
Children’s area make a sand art project on Saturday Sept 10 from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. The day has been broken down into 2-hour shifts. We are also in
need of volunteers to guard the flags 24 hours a day from Sept 7 till 5 p.m.
on September 11, 2011, so if you can lend a hand call the society office at
937-498-1653.



The 4th Annual
Historic Downtown

Ghost Tour

Wednesday, October 19
and Thursday, October 20

Times: 6:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m., and 8:00 p.m. each night

This year’s tour will be on the east end of downtown. We will be
exploring the tragic death of the young Dorothy Love, along with the alleys
and the streets between North Street and Poplar. Come hear the stories only

the buildings can tell: Did the janitor ever get out of the tunnels under
Bridgeview School? Who died on the Julia Lamb football field? When was
the last time the bell rang at Central School? From what building did the beer
flow freely, while just across the street a ladies temperance group was meeting?

This year’s tour will begin at Courtview Center,
100 S. Main Ave, Sidney (in the main hallway)

Members may purchase adult tickets for $8 in the month of
September and $10 starting October 1. Children 18 and under are $5.
Tickets are available at the Ross Center, 201 N. Main Ave, Sidney

hank yo

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues this month: YOLUNTEERS
First clue-Sidney (August 11) Rich Wal- May Volunteer Info:
lace wasn’t around 100 years ago and the 19 Volunteers
second clue-August 20 Dr. David Zorba was 123 Hours
a character on the Ben Casey Show
The first clue was found by: Mark Deam, Volunteer gift certificate winners
Johanna Kuhn, Pat Francis, for July:
Barb Ditmer, Vera Piper-Bell, Drew Barber and
Cathy Fletcher and Karen Helman. Tim Bickel
No one found the second
clue. Congratulations! Thank you to all
A The clue will be found ONLY in our volunteers! We depend on you!
the “Out of the Past” section. In July, 220 people
participated in SCHS programs.




SIDNEY AMERICAN LEGION

POST

#2117

Sidney American Legion Baseball
By: Terry Lee

Where did American Legion baseball start?
In 1925 in Milbank, South Dakota a historical marker
commemorates the first American Legion baseball
game. The marker reads “In the city on July 17, 1925
by action of the South Dakota Department of the
American Legion, the Nationwide organization of
legion baseball was first proposed as program of
service to the youth of America.” Strong national
attention was gained in 1929, when legion baseball
promoter James O’Neal was national commander of
the American Legion and later the publisher of
“American Legion Magazine.”

The Sidney American Legion Post 217 has
sponsored a baseball team for our area since at least
1946. Their first teams only included boys from
Sidney, since each community that had an American
Legion Post sponsored its own baseball team. Anna,
Jackson Center, and Fort Loramie had teams, but due
to expenses and other reasons, each post one by one
eliminated its baseball program. As each of those
teams was disbanded, the Sidney Post 217 would
invite their top players to play on the Sidney team.
For over 40 years, the Sidney Post 217 team has been
made of ball players from all over the county. For
example the 1969 roster listed the following players:
Craig Ambos, Botkins; Richard Berner, Anna; Paul
Helmlinger, Fairlawn; Michael Buirley, Jackson
Center; and James Rowley, from Riverside along
with several Sidney players Tim Zorn, John Wiggins,
and Mike Flanagan. Because of the large number of
boys who went to school in Shelby County, it was
impossible to have one player from every school in
the county play on the Sidney Post 217 team and still
meet all the state guidelines. This meant that the
baseball committee spent long hours scouting all the
players in the county. Over the years and still today,
Sidney American Legion Post 217 works hard to
showcase the best baseball players in Shelby County.

In the 1940s and 1950s local Legion games
were played at Holy Angels Field, which was located
off South Brooklyn Avenue across from Ardiss Road.
Holy Angels parish owned the field, which

had been a cemetery. The graves were moved
across Brooklyn Avenue to the area known
presently as Calvary Cemetery. Many
outfielders complained that removing the graves
left the playing surface rutted and hard to field a
ground ball. American Legion baseball games
continued to be played at Holy Angels lighted
field until 1957. Holy Angels field had all the
amenities needed to play baseball including
bleachers and a concession stand where
spectators could buy items including soda pop,
which cost five cents with a two cent deposit on
the glass bottle.

In 1958, the American Legion baseball
team played on the A diamond on Custenborder
Field. The field was thought to have been
designed by Teeny Counts, coach of the
American Legion team. According to the City
of Sidney’s recreation board minutes, the first
pitch at Custenborder Field was thrown out
May 15, 1958. After the sudden death of Bill
McClellan in 1975, the back field fence was

August 1, 1958-Sidney was runner-up
to Celina in the American Legion Second
District. Tom Clay, team captain, is second
from the left holding the trophy and Teeny
Counts is on the far right, Coach of Sidney
American Legion Post 217.




installed in the spring of 1976, in his honor. A
year or two later Michael Phlipot, McClellan’s
son-in-law, partnered with the Sidney American
Legion to install the dugouts. It is interesting to
note that Sidney High School did not have a
baseball team until 1961.

Sidney Daily News in 1948, stated that 46
candidates appeared to make the Legion team.
“The workout was held at the Sidney High School
practice field located at the rear of Brunner’s
Service Station.” The station was located across
the street from the present Speedway at the corner
of Brooklyn and North.

Among those who tried out were Joe
Cartwright, Tom Lonsberry, Dick McCoy, Frank
Schlagetter, Tom Given, Dick Conrad, Jerry
Ratterman, and John Frantz. John Laws made the
team and was lead off hitter and played second
base.

In August 1968, Sidney American Legion
Post 217 baseball team under the leadership of
Charlie Caudill would play in the 42™ annual
Ohio Legion State Tournament, which held at
Ohio University in Athens. Post 217 won its first
game with Pat Elsass listed as the winning pitcher.
They lost their next two games with Jeff Barber
and Jim Koewler listed as the pitchers. Catcher
John Gephart was honored by making the first
team with a batting average of .500. Cincinnati
Bentley won the state title, their 17" in the 42-
year history of Legion Tournament. Over the
years, Cincinnati Bentley had several major
league ballplayers like Pete Rose.  Sidney’s
overall record in 1968, was 22-10. Sidney Post
217 would make a return visit to Ohio Legion
State Tournament in 1969.

Many individuals have given time and
their baseball knowledge to the Post 217
American Legion team; however, five standouts
come to mind: Teeny Counts, Charlie Caudill,
Tom Clay, Bill McClellan and Wayne Shoffner.

Several Legion players have gone on to
play college and semi-professional baseball. Eric
Jaques pitched for Indiana University. Tim Wells
in 1959, won seven games with the Washington
Senators minor league team. In 1977, Tom
Goffena signed with the Toronto Blue Jays
organization; his brother David Goffena also
signed with the Blue Jays; Mark Voisard played
for Mt. Vernon College and the Colorado Rockies,

and at present Jerold Hoying is with the Texas
Rangers minor league team.

In 2010, the Sidney Post 217 made the
decision they could no longer sponsor a baseball
team on their own. This would only be the second
year since 1946 that the Sidney American Legion
would not field a baseball team. With revenues at
the Post decreasing and the cost of the baseball
program surpassing $10,000 a year, they decided
to ask the community for help. In the fall of 2010,
local interested community leaders established a
special fund that made it possible for the
community and past participants to donate money
to perpetuate the program so future generations
could participate in Sidney American Legion Post
217 baseball program.

In 2011, American Legion baseball
returned under the leadership of Coach Tom Clay.
Clay has dedicated his life to American Legion
baseball. He played Legion ball from 1956 to
1958 and went on to play semi-pro ball in the
Western Ohio League in the 1960s. Clay reported
that he and other members of the Western Ohio
league would receive $20 if they won and $15 if
they lost. Clay has served 31-years as baseball
Commissioner of the 2™ American Legion
District. This year’s team was composed of
players from Troy, Russia, Bellefontaine,
Versailles, and Sidney.

AN

Signed baseball of pitcher Mark Voisard.
Voisard played Sidney Legion ball in
1987-1988. After playing at Mt. Vernon
College, Mark was drafted into professional
baseball in the 13th round by the Colorado
Rockies. After several years in the minor
leagues, arm problems ended his career at
the double A level.




Bill McClellan, long time manager of
the Sidney American Legion Baseball
program once stated, “It doesn’t matter how
many games we win or lose. (Though, I do
admit that winning taste better than losing)
American Legion Baseball is about making
great community leaders out of talented
boys.” When a person looks over the list
names of the young men who have played
American Legion Post 217 baseball, it
doesn’t take long to see his statement is the
truth. This program has reached its goal in
the past, and we can only think that it will
continue its success in the future. See you at
Custenborder Park in the spring of 2012 for
more exciting Sidney American Legion Post
217 baseball.

We apologize that this article cannot
include all the great teams and players over
the past 65 years. This article only shares a
few of the highlights.

Sidney’s Team 1946 Roster
Manager: Whitey Gibbs
Pitcher: Adericine Frances
Catcher: Edward Hittlepole
Short Stop: Norris Cromes
Ist Base: Lloyd Cromes
2nd Base: Bill Morman
3rd Base: Leonard Kerns
Right Field: Adolph Thoma
Outfield: Ralph Monroe
Outfield: Charlie Bordland
Outfield: Curley Warren Wildermuth

American Legion Junior Baseball
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An American Legion contract to play baseball.
Similar contracts were signed by Ted Williams, as
well as Joe Morgan and Johnny Bench.

Coaches over the years

Whitey Gibbs Teeny Counts
Charles Cawdell Bob Elsass
Tom Clay Ralph Granger
Tim McCullough Steve Partington
Wayne Shoffner Bill Shoftner
Tim Zorn

Uniform #25 of William “Bill” McClellan who
was dedicated to Legion baseball for over 25
years. After his death the family built the
dugouts at Custenborder in his honor.

Contributors to this article: Dave Ross, Tilda Phlipot, Jerold Voisard,
Frank Kingseed, Carl Cartwright, John Laws, and Tom Clay.




The Eclectic Pen of

William Binkley
NQ/\M ® W Editor of The Sidney Journal

(ominy 1869 to 1905
By: Albert Binkley Dickas, PhD.

When William Binkley became editor of The Sidney
Journal, he cajoled, berated, nagged and shamed the
political and financial leaders of both town and county as
he sought to improve the community and the area. Some of
his accomplishments:

+ Helped Sidney shed its status as a frontier
community

¢+ Was instrumental in the creation of the
Monumental Building

+ Helped form the first city-wide fire protection
system

¢ Led the effort to create the public library

“In my judgment, The Eclectic Pen of William Binkley is the most important local historical
document to be published in at least the last decade. Dr. Dickas does a masterful job of capturing the
essential qualities of one of Sidney’s most influential and inspiring leaders. William Binkley used the power of
his pen as editor of the Sidney Journal to indelibly influence the direction and character of this community
for over 35 years. This book is a must-read for any concerned citizen.”

Richard H. Wallace, President SCHS

About the anthor: Born in Sidney, Bert Dickas is a graduate of Holy Angels High School. He earned his undergraduate and master’s
degree at Miami University, and his PhD at Michigan State University. Having worked 10 years as a professional petrolenn geologist, be
Joined the staff of the University of Wisconsin, where during the course of three decades he taught classes in the field of geophysics and founded
an environmental analysis center. He concluded his academic career as Vice Chancellor for Research. When he retired, he built a home on
the crest of Brush Mountain in Southwest 1 irginia, where he pursues his interest in two of the three “R’s” — reading and ‘riting — all the
while trying to gain some proficiency in the third — ‘rithmetic.

Introductory Price
Members $18 until October 31, 2011
Regular Price $20, November 1, 2011

Non Members $25

Book will be available late September
Preorder your book today! Would make a great Christmas gift!
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Shelby County Democrat
125 Years Ago — 1886 - SEPT
Compiled by Anne Morrow
SIDNEY (3) — Sidney Furniture Works! Fred Salm,
Proprietor, 209 Poplar St., Opposite Wagner House, Sidney
Oh. The largest and best assortment of Furniture in Shelby
county is to be found in the ware rooms of this firm, such as:
Dressing Case Suits, Bed Room & Parlor Suits, Lounges,
Extension Tables, Chairs, Wardrobes ect., in fact anything
wanted in furniture line can always be found in stock. I have
recently added extensive facilities for manufacturing a high
class of Furniture equal in style & quality to the best eastern
designs. I pay the Highest Cash Price for Walnut, Ash &
Poplar Lumber. Also Furniture Exchanged for all kinds of
Lumber. I keep constantly on hand a complete line of Coffins,
Caskets & Shrouds. No Extra Charge for Dressing &
Preparing Corpse. Promptness, Courtesy & Fair Dealing is My
Motto. FRED SALM.

LORAMIE TOWNSHIP — For the purpose of organizing an
association of the pioneers of the county, about 200 persons
met at the fairgrounds on Saturday. The families coming from
a distance brought the regulation picnic supplies, which at
noon were given attention. At 1PM the meeting was called to
order and the Rev. W.B. Spence was chosen as Chairman. A
committee of four was selected to draft a constitution. The
oldest person present, was Thomas Morrow, of Loramie
township. The most interesting part of his remarks referred to
the manner in which cornmeal was obtained when the mill was
out of joint or circumstances prevented a trip to it. In such an
event a tin bucket was perforated, and on the sharp edges of the
tin the corn was rasped into meal, from which coarse grade the
cakes and bread were made.

SIDNEY (17) — The readers of the DEMOCRAT will
remember that during the fair in this county last year and year
before a number of houses in this county were robbed in the
absence of the families. We caution our readers to prepare for
these rascals this year...Tuesday morning we took a drive to
Mr. Wagner’s vineyard south of town. The grapes produced
are the catawbas and this year has been favorable to a fair crop.
The grapes this year are good size and are ripening well with a
promise of a good quality of wine. From the residence there is
the finest view that can be had of Sidney.

SIDNEY (24) A canal boat loaded with stone, obstructed
South street the greater part of the day on Wednesday...The
school board has put a temporary building near east Jefferson
street for the accommodation of the school children of the
second ward. The lumber for the temporary building is rented
for $46. It is bolted together and will be returned when the
house is vacant...Letter List — List of unclaimed letters
remaining in the post office at Sidney Ohio, for the week end
ending September 18, 1886: Ando, John; Bright William;
Francis, Henry; Hanley, Lizzie (2)’ Learman, Magdalena;
Klein, J.; Landerdale, Mrs. H.B.; Mansaw, W. H.; Martin, Miss
Delta; Shaw, Miss Jennie; Smight, Albert; Swiftlies Tom;
Willar, Calcy.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
100 Years Ago — 1911 — September
Compiled by Dean Morrow

DAWSON (8) — Passenger train No. 24 east bound, due at
Dawson in the AM, will stop Thursday & Friday of next week
for passengers for the Shelby County Fair; return train leaves
Sidney at 5:14 PM. Fare round trip, 30 cents.

TURTLE CREEK TWP — To the teachers and patrons of the
public schools of Turtle Creek Twp. The public schools of
Turtle Creek Township, Shelby county, Ohio, will commence
on Monday, Sept 18, 1911. The following new text books will
be used in the schools. Hick’s Champion Speller. Hamilton’s
Elementary & Complete Arithmetic’s. Goff & Mayne’s First
Principles of Agriculture. L.A. RICHARDS — Clerk of Board
of Education.

LOCKINGTON — Mr. & Mrs. George Pope, of Lockington,
was in Sidney Wednesday contracting for the provisions for
the dining hall at the fair ground during the fair. Mr. & Mrs.
Pope will have charge of the dining hall at the fair ground and
are expecting to feed several thousands people. They will
commence serving meals tonight and will serve from now until
the fair is over Sunday, they will serve a chicken dinner. All
meals will be 25 cents except Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
dinner which will be 35 cents.

SIDNEY (15) — D.F. Mills, Democratic candidate for City
Solicitor, was the first candidate to file his expense account
with the clerk of the board of elections. He certified that the
nomination cost him nothing...Harry English, mail carrier on
Route No. 1, brought to this city Wednesday a peculiar
specimen of pumpkin that was given to him by Wm. Covault.
The specimen was two distinct pumpkins that grew on the
same stem and were grown together. They weighed 26
pounds.

SIDNEY (22) — The Shelby County Fair closed Friday
evening. After the rain Thursday morning necessitating the
postponement of Thursday’s races the Board decided to hold
the fair over Saturday, having Thursday’s races on Friday and
Friday’s races on Saturday. After the rain on Thursday night
and Friday morning it became evident that the track would not
be in shape for racing and the grounds in no condition for a
crowd and Friday afternoon the Board held a meeting and
decided to close the fair tonight at the regular time. Despite
the rain Friday morning thee were a good many people visited
the fair ground this afternoon.

BOTKINS — Wednesday evening the Bonetta Rebekah lodge
entertained their families and friends in honor of the 60™
anniversary of the founding of the lodge. Following is the
program: America, by all. The Lord’s Prayer by all.
Recitation by Clair Hensel, I. S. Williams. A fine talk was
given by Mrs. C. L. Fillebrown, of South Dakota; readings by
A. E. Blakeley. At a late hour they all departed for their
homes declaring it an evening well spent and hoping to meet
one another again.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from your
will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Moving? Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.
The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return.
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Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Peg and Steve Baker Betty Bennett Walt & Carol Bennett

Ross Historical Center |Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Comer Trucking, Inc. Continental Express, Inc.

Dorothy Love Retirement Community Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.

Rent the Ross Center for your |William & Karen Feth Thomas Francis Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Jack & Kathleen Haslup
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Speaking Engagements Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker Sidney Body Carstar Sidney Electric  Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith The UPS Store US Bank

Contact us for more info! Rich & Susan Wallace Wilson Memorial Hospital




