
 

Historical Highlights September  2012 

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

Located at 201 N. Main Street 
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  

1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday           9:00 am-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org          

 
 
               

FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  

Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 

If you are interested in receiving  
your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  
shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
Welcome 

New Members: 
Glen and Caroline Bolin, LeRoy, NY 

Diane Butler, Deltona, FL 
New Legacy Partner Members: 

Matt and Julie Gilardi 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 

 
 

 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

 
Yearly 

$20 Individual 
$25 Family 

 
Life 

$500 Individual 
$1,000 Family 

The 5th Annual  
Down Town Ghost Tour 
October 17 & 18 

This year’s tour is still in the planning stages,  
but we are planning to visit Graceland Cemetery, The 

Children’s Home, and Miller’s Pond.   
We will begin the tour at Court View Center again  

this year and end at the Masonic Lodge.   
Times are tentatively 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.   

Call and reserve your tickets today.   
Adults $10  Students $8 

Native American Exhibit 
 Join us at the Ross Center for our latest exhibit on Native Americans.  This 
exhibit opens September 6 and runs until Mid-October. 
 Our exhibit tells the story of Native American culture through the years.   
There are genuine artifacts on loan from Mary Chambers, Dennis Helman, Ron 
Helman, Bruce Helman, Doug Millhoff, Stewart’s Tree Service, LLC, the Gregg and 
Sara Mitchell Family, City of Sidney, Shelby Landscaping, The Masters Family, 
Drew and Debbie Barber, Jeanne Schlagetter, Barb Ditmer, George Reiter, Dan 
Knasel, Georgia Masteller, Patricia Francis, Ed and Betty Fridley, Carleen Pettit, 
Drew Young, James Loos, Bob and Carol Huecker, and John Richards.   There is a 
hand made wiki-up and lean-to along with a vignette of Peter Loramie’s Trading 
Post and a genuine American Bison hide that weighs in at over 250 pounds 
generously loaned by Daniel Wenrick!  Also a special 
thank you to Andy Hite from Johnson Farm for the 
museum quality signs, and Jack Blosser from Fort 
Ancient Museum for his expert consultation and special 
help.  (We apologize if anyone was missed.) Your 
generous support is greatly appreciated! 
 This exhibit is in conjunction with our special 
guest speaker Dr. Herman Viola on Thursday, September 
6 at Lehman High School and our Native American 
Gathering being held at the Shelby County Fairgrounds 
on September 8 and 9.   (Details on page 6) 
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VOLUNTEERS 

July Volunteer Info: 
26 Volunteers 
201 Hours 

 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for July: 
Mary Chambers 

Ryan McNabb 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 
volunteers! We depend on you!  

In July,  217 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clue last month: 

 
Sidney 19th:  Raterman Custom Home 

Builders didn’t exist 125 years ago. 
Sidney 9th: Mrs. Matilda Phlipot wasn’t 

around 100 years ago! 
 

The clue was found by: 
Janice Workman, Linda DeVelvis, Larry 
Roettger, Phyllis Seving, Judy O’Leary, 

and Patricia Francis 
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in 
the “Out of the Past” section.  

We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!We Get Mail!    
 Tilda, 
 Thank you for all of your help on our recent visit to Sidney.  We appreciate your calling 
Tom and inviting him to come down and talk with us.  He was definitely helpful in clearing up 
some of the information of relatives living in Sidney.  We have included a donation along with 
our membership. 
 Thank you again for your help! 
  Glen and Caroline Bolin 

Dear Members: 
 I can’t tell you the disappointment that the board and staff felt on August 7, 2012.  The failure of 
the levy will definitely impact the operations of the Ross Historical Center.   
 We will need your help and support to sustain the programs that we decide are the most essential. 
Especially needed are volunteers without whom none of our exhibits or school programs can continue. 
We also need people willing to do research for newsletter articles and to help us answer daily requests for 
historical and family information.  
 We have always been able to do a great deal with very little, so we will continue to do our best, 
but the needs of the building are increasing.  Please consider upgrading your membership to Legacy status 
or just adding a few dollars to your regular membership.  Now more then ever we need all of our 
members. 
 Stop in during Applefest weekend and see our new effort “Native American Exhibit” featuring 
lithographs commissioned by Thomas L. McKenney, on loan from Douglas Millhoff, as well as our hand 
hewn Native American structures.  Don’t forget to attend Dr, Herman Viola’s presentation at Lehman 
High School on Sept. 6, at 7 p.m. entitled “The Indian Legacy of Thomas L. McKenney.” 
  
     Sincerely, 
     Tilda Phlipot 
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Houston 
Loramie Township 
By: Pat Diehl 

 Houston is comprised of three villages from the past fused together over the years to 
become one. 
 The first one to be settled was Mt. Jefferson, which is the area from the present market 
to the southern edge.  This area was  surveyed by Jonathan Counts on January 12, 1838, for 
Samuel Farnum.  It was the second largest of the three.  In the 1880s, Mt. Jefferson had a store, 
a wagon shop, a blacksmith shop, and two doctors. 
 Houston, the largest village, was founded on May 4, 1838, by Harvey Houston.  The 
area was from the present railroad to Russia-Houston Rd. 
 North Houston, aka Houston Station, was the last of the areas to be established.  It was 
platted on November 14, 1855, by Asa Young after completion of the Big Four Railroad.  It lay 
along State Route 66, north of the railroad.  In the 1880s, it had a tile factory, a grocery, a 
general store, a grain depot, and a telegraph office which led to the railroad station’s location.  
The post office, started in 1835 with Elisha Johnson as postmaster, was in the general store 
until 1957, when it was moved to old Mt. Jefferson.  Then, in 1988, the new post office was 
built.  The general store also had the first telephone in the area.  William Aikin and Charles 
Flinn were prominent businessmen. 
 For many years there was more than one church in the area, but now there is only the 
Houston Congregational Christian Church.  The Houston Grange was formed in 1936.  The 
Houston Community Association, formed in 1963, was responsible for establishing the 
Houston Fire Department in 1974.  The Houston Rescue Squad was formed in the 1970s. 
 The Houston School makes up a large part of the community.  It began as a log school 
in 1827.  In 1907, all the individual schools in the area were consolidated into the Houston 
Special School, which once stood where the parking lot was where the old elementary school 
used to stand.  Then, in 1956, Hardin and Houston consolidated to form the present school 
district. 
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Shelby County’s Last Indians 

By Terry Lee 
     The first Indians (Palo) settled in 
Dinsmore Township approximately 
10,000 years ago.  The Palo Indians in 
Shelby County are thought to be Ohio’s 
first settlement of inhabitants.  Later, the 
Adena and Hopewell (mound builders) 
from 1,000 B.C. to 500 A.D., sparsely 
occupied this area of the state, then 
came what would be considered the 
recent Indian era of Shawnee, Miami, 
and other tribes starting in the early 
1600s. 
 

     After many battles with the Indians, 
General “Mad Anthony” Wayne in 1795 
established the Greenville Treaty Line.  
The line ran across Shelby County.  
Wenger Road follows the actual treaty 
line from State Route 29 eastward and 
west to Loramie Creek south of Fort 
Loramie. 
 

     This treaty moved all the Indians 
north of this line.  However, settlers 
soon pushed the Indians farther north.  
 

     The first Indian reservation was 
established before the colonies were 
independent.  In 1758 land was set aside 
in Burlington County, New Jersey, for 
that purpose.  The Indians found early 
on there was nothing permanent about 
the status of a reservation on desirable 
land. 
 

     On September 9, 1831, the 
government issued a deed to Peter 
Sherwood for land located in section 28 
of Green Township.  Spring Creek flows 
through the area (see map).  When 
Sherwood came in to take possession of 
his quarter section on County Line Road, 
he found a small group of Indians 
camped on his grounds.  The Indians  
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immediately departed without causing 
any problems. 
     It was the custom of a tribe to 
separate into small parties and go in 
different localities and select a spot, 
usually along a stream, where they could 
hunt and trap. 
     The Shawnee Indians’ “permanent” 
place of living was Wapakoneta.  The 
treaty specified that the Indians could 
hunt and fish in “white-man’s territory.” 
     In 1832 the entire Shawnee tribe 
gave up their land in Ohio and was 
removed to northeastern Kansas, then 
later to Indian territory in Oklahoma. 
     The Shawnee rode their ponies 
through Hardin in Shelby County.  One 
local newspaper reported “…the last 
(Indians) passed through our village on 
their way to new homes west of the 
Mississippi.”  Another reported  “it was a 
melancholy spectacle to witness the 
deportation of the last Red Man from our 
borders.”  The route was overland to 
Cincinnati where they boarded boats and 
proceeded westward via the Ohio River. 
     As one Indian Chief said “the whites 
had made his people many promises, 
and they kept one: They said they would 
take our land and they took it.” 

The Greenville Treaty Line in Shelby County.  
Do you know where this is located? 



 

Native AmericanNative AmericanNative AmericanNative American    
GatheringGatheringGatheringGathering    
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Also 

This event is FREE and 

open to the public! 
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Shelby County Historical Society 
201 N. Main Ave 
P.O. Box 376 
Sidney, OH 45365-0376 
937-498-1653 
shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 

 Shelby County Historical Society 

Presents 

Where: Lehman High School, 2400 St. Marys Ave, Sidney 
When: Thursday, September 6, 2012 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Thomas L. McKenney was a merchant by trade and became 
Superintendent of Indian Trade from 1819-1822.  Then from 1824 to 1830, 
he served as Superintendent of Indian Affairs under the War Department.   
 The History of the Indian Tribes of North America by Thomas 
McKenney and James Hall, which came out in three volumes between 1836 
and 1844, is now considered a landmark of American ethnography, and one 
of the major American publications of the nineteenth century. 

By: Dr. Herman Viola  By: Dr. Herman Viola    

 The Indian Legacy ofThe Indian Legacy of  

  Thomas L. McKenneyThomas L. McKenney  

This event is FREE and 
open to the public! 

Where: Shelby County Fair Grounds 
When: September 8 and 9, 2012 @ 1:00 p.m. 

Join
 us 
for 
our
 

Come listen to the Native 
Drums and join in the 

Intertribal Dancing! 
Have a taste of Native 
American cuisine! 



 

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
1887-SEPTEMBER-125 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

WYNANT – We will call the roll this week:  G. Maxion, a 
bouncing boy.  Tony Kaiser, a new boy.  F. Magoto, a 
brand new boy…Many are the pleasures enjoyed by all 
catching the finny tribe.  The Sidney postmaster and several 
other gentlemen were also in the line of fishing one day last 
week.  They gave us a call on their way home. 
 
MAPLEWOOD-A few friends and acquaintances of L. S. 
Peacock, Jr., determined to slightly surprise him on last 
Saturday, that being his 42nd birthday.  They prevailed 
upon him to visit Maplewood in the afternoon to lie in the 
supplies for the coming week.  Upon his return his vision 
was greeted with a fine banquet, which was enjoyed by a 
score or more of friends…”Captain Jack,” with his 
“Modoc” brigade (ditchers), are making a gash in Mother 
Earth along old ditch #22, which will be a monument to 
the members of “Happy Jack,” which will hand down his 
fame to future generations.  Long life to Jack…Our band 
boys will  reorganize about the 10th of September, given a 
festival on the evening of that day for the benefit of the 
occasion. 
 
SIDNEY (9) - The arrangements for the next fair are 
almost complete.  The track will be in good condition.  
Hog and sheep pens have been repaired.  A well has been 
put down near the horse and cattle stalls that will furnish all 
the water necessary for stock.  Surge milking machines will 
be furnished for the need of the dairy cows. Another well 
will be placed near the buildings before the fair.  A new 
dining hall is being erected that will accommodate about 
four times the number of persons that the old one did.  An 
office has been added that will give ample room to all 
persons having business to transact with the officials, and is 
arranged to do the same with less confusions. All entries 
must be made by 6 p.m. on the first day of the fair. 
 
BEE HIVE – Thomas Herring is all smiles “cause he is a 
pa.”…Sidney Young, Curt Ginn and David McKee 
attended the State fair at Columbus…A.W. Melvin is 
contemplating a trip to Iowa…The winter term of school 
commences the first Monday in October under the 
supervision of Miss Cummins, of Jackson Center. 
 
BALLOU (16) – We are having a fine diversity of weather 
now.  Ballou is continually blessed, and it deserves it…Will 
Wharton some time ago invented a new machine for 
locomotion.  While Mr. Wharton has no patent on the 
machine, we give him exclusive right to the name.  Mr. 
Wharton like other great inventors has moved to the city. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

1912-SEPTEMBER-100 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

DAWSON – No. 24 Big Four due at Dawson at 7:11 a.m. 
will stop Thursday and Friday morning of next week for 
passengers for the big Shelby county fair.  Trains will leave 
Sidney return for Dawson @ 5:14p.m.  Fare for round trip 
30 cents.  You will have plenty of time to view the stock, 
see through the art and fruit halls, before they are crowded 
with people and when the races are called all you have to 
do is buy a ticket for the grandstand, pick out a choice seat 
and watch. 
 

SIDNEY – It has been proposed that the expenses of 
Presidential campaigns this year be paid by popular 
contributions.  The idea seems to meet public approval.  
The Citizens National Bank is authorized to receive and 
will accept voluntary contributions to the campaign funds 
of the Democrat, Republican, Progressive and other parties 
and forward them to the proper authorities.   
 

OHIO (20th) – Attention of the sportsman is called to the 
game laws of Ohio, the open season for game and fishing 
begin as follows: Quail-Nov. 15-Dec 4, both inclusive; 
Woodchuck or Carolina Dove - Sept. 1-Dec. 4, inclusive; 
Rail, plover, wild swan, coot - Sept. 1 – Dec. 31.  
Grasshopper-Jan 20-Jan 21 without gun; Rabbit-Nov. 15-
Dec. 4, inclusive (with gun); Fox-Sept. 1-Nov.30. Black 
bass cannot be caught in the inland fishing district from 
May 1 – 31.  It is unlawful to sell, offer for sale, expose for 
sale or barter away rock bass, strawberry or calico bass, 
croppies, blue gills or sunfish, whether caught in the state 
or outside of the state. 
 

JACKSON CENTER (27TH) – There was a big Wild 
West show in Jackson Center Wednesday and a large 
crowd…Harry Elliott is building a cement porch on the 
rear of his dwelling…The old cane mill operated by M.V. 
Hughes & Son is running day and part of the night with 
the yard full of cane.  The cane this season promises to be 
good. 
 

SIDNEY – While Henry Cianciola was lifting a bunch of 
bananas Saturday morning, a large tarantula, the bite of 
which is very poisonous, ran down his arm.  He captured 
the insect and put it in a bottle.  S. B. Purnell has the 
tarantula on display in the bottle in front of his place of 
business…Last Monday a number of Homing pigeons 
were released in this city having been sent here from 
Cleveland.  The Cleveland Leader says the following of the 
race:  George Jurgens’ bird won the 150 mile young pigeon 
race from Sidney, O., on Monday.  The race was to have 
been flown on Sunday, but the bad weather conditions 
caused a postponement.   
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Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi 
Vice-President:  Jim Hall 
Director: Tilda Phlipot 
Secretary:          Rich Wallace 
Treasurer:        Tom Seving 
Trustees:          Don Lochard, Perry Long, Mary Ann Olding,  
                        Carleen Pettit, Faye Spangler, Herb Van Tilburgh 
Staff:               Sharon Mohrbacher 
  Jennifer Gariety 
Newsletter:        Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne & Dean Morrow  

Moving?  Please let us know your new address if you plan to move.   
We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of Historical Highlights.   

The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return. 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $250    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc.    Peg and Steve Baker    Betty Bennett    Walt & Carol Bennett  
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund    Continental Express, Inc.   Dorothy Love Retirement 
Community    Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA.   William & Karen Feth    Thomas 
Francis    Matt and Julie Gilardi   Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given  Jack & Kathleen Haslup  Helman 
Brothers Body Shop    Lochard, Inc.  Minster Bank   Joel Phillips  Primary Eyecare Associates    
Ross Aluminum Foundries   Dave Ross    Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant    Mr. & Mrs. Tom 
Shoemaker    Sidney Body Carstar  Sidney Electric    Sidney Manufacturing Company   
Sidney Tool & Die  Slagle Mechanical Contractors     Mr.  & Mrs. Eric Smith    Darrell and 
Faye Spangler  The UPS Store US Bank   Rich & Susan Wallace   Helen Blake Wildermuth   
Wilson Memorial Hospital 

Rent the Ross Center for your 
Meetings     Parties 
Weddings   Reunions 
Speaking Engagements 

    
Contact us for more info! 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby 
County was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please 

consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.    
We appreciate your generosity. 


