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Welcome
New Members:
Cavin Risk, Sidney, OH
Jim Loos, Sidney, OH
Michael Weber, Sidney, OH
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SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society

Historical Highlights
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SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

6<h Annual Downtown
Ghost Tour

When: Wednesday, October 16 and
Thursday, October 17
Times: 6:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: Members and Students $10
Non-Members $15

Join us for our 6th annual walking tour of Downtown
Sidney. This year we will be walking around the Court Square
visiting several buildings along the way. We will be touring
inside the Monumental Building, the Court House, and the old
Shelby County Jail along with the red building behind the jail, just
to name a few. Along the way we will encounter several living
history characters telling ghostly stories.

This is our most popular event of the year, and we
ALWAYS sell out! Don’t be left behind! Order your tickets today!
Order your tickets over the phone 937-498-1653 or stop by the
Ross Center.

, Home jor the
g Holidays Pinngr g
‘When: November 21, 2013 @ 6:15 p.m.

Where: GreatStone Castle - 429 N. Ohio Ave.
Tickets: Members $35 Non-Members $45

This year will look back at our many Civil
War exhibit and program accomplishments as well]
as a preview our jJourney Stories erva initiated by
the traveling “Journey Stories’” exhibit from the
Smithsonian’s Museums on MainStreet Program.
Special entervtainment will be provided by Kelly|
Connor Spallinger who has several CDs on the
market. Please join us for a wonderful evening to
celebrate our history and your Historical Society.




Lock1 - Lockington, Ohio
August 2015

Crews in the Shelby County village of Lockington have begun working on one of

the 180-year-old locks as part of a $25 million project being supervised by the Ohio
Department of Transportation. The first lock should be restored by the end of May 2014.

Photos by James Loos
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”

hidden clue:
Sidney (12th) Boyce Morrow a.k.a. Dean VOLUNTEERS
Morrow wasn’t arpund in 1938 July Volunteer Info:
Shelby County Candidates - Sherrod )
Brown is our current U.S. Senator 21 Volunteers
The clues were found by: 96 Hours
Chuck Hewitt, Barb Ditmer, Roger Lentz Volunteer gift certificate
winners for July:
. Ken New
) Priscilla Wilt
)V' The clue will be found ONLY in Congratulations! Thank you to all our
the “Out of the Past” section. volunteers! We depend on you! In July, 339
people participated in SCHS programs.




SIDNEY, OHIO MAN EXECUTED
FOR 1907 MURDER

By: Rich Wallace

An eerie silence descended over the
thirty spectators as the death mask was
slipped over his face. His head had been
previously shaved in what the inmates

carried the story. The Daily News
expressed the sentiments of an outraged
public: "The shooting of Mr. Legg was a
cold blooded, premeditated murder and

referred to as the 'toilet of
death.! The Sidney Daily
News reporter who was
present described the scene:
"Frank Earl complained
against his wretched fate...
Within thirty seconds of
eternity he protested he had| [
not slain William Legg at| &
Sidney... This denial formed
a dramatic incident in the
gloomy theater of horror.”
It was 12:06 am onf§
December 20, 1907. As thef
first contact was made, 1,750 [
volts surged through Earl's|[i§]
body. The spectators looked [ § 5 |
away.
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Who was this man,| The Ohio enitentiary dark

one of the most atrocious
crimes ever committed in
the history of Shelby
County." If the guilty
|parties were ever caught,
o the word on the street was
that 'justice' would be
carried out before they
_ |could ever make it to trial.
Police Chief William
O’Leary deduced the men
had fled the city. He gave
the only description the
witnesses could give (one
tall man with a stiff hat and
one short man with a
'slouch' hat, both dressed in
clothing) to the

and what events led to this
macabre end?

William B. Legg and his wife had
operated a small meat market at what is
now 528 W. Michigan St. in Sidney for
about eight years after having moved here
from Indiana. There was certainly
nothing unusual about Saturday, April 20,
1907, at the market. Mrs. Legg had
retired to the living quarters in the same
structure earlier that evening. Garne
Woodruff, Legg's clerk, left around 10
p.m. At about 10:13, two men entered the
store, guns drawn and demanded money.
Legg kicked at one of the robbers, and two
shots rang out in quick succession.

The assailants ran from the store.
Two witnesses heard the report of the
guns, and saw two men run north into the
shadows on Linden Street. In the
doorway lay the lifeless body of William
B. Legg. All three newspapers in Sidney

conductors of every train
passing through Sidney.

Detective Dan Kelley of the Lima
police department was walking his beat
the next Sunday morning around the
square in Lima when he observed two
strangers  generally matching the
descriptions received from Chief O'Leary.
Both men drew their guns, but Kelley
knocked one down and subdued them
both. The citizens of both Lima and
Sidney would later establish a 'Hero's
Fund' for Dan Kelley, and present him
with a substantial check. Word traveled

like wildfire back to Sidney. The
murderers had been caught. O'Leary
hopped the next train to Lima. He and

Kelley confronted Frank Earl and Frank
Walker for the first time. There was no
talk about providing an attorney. They
were  separated and  questioned
throughout the day and into the night.



As the Daily News would later
describe it, "the sweating process
began.”" The suspects were stripped of
their clothes, and the questioning
continued. Eventually, Walker broke,
and implicated Earl as the one who had
fired both shots. Chief O'Leary was
credited with obtaining the confession.
Sidney witnesses :
brought to Lima said
they identified the
men. The case seemed
open and shut.

Hundreds of
men, seething with
hostility, gathered at
the downtown traction
line depot in Sidney for
the return of the

culprits. O'Leary =
slipped them off at an ‘i:-.':_ A
earlier stop, walked :

them around south of|
the jail and in through
a side entrance, giving
them cells on separate
floors. He installed a

several years before, Earl had tried to
avoid a work crew by letting two of his
fingers get caught in a machine. His
entire arm was pulled in, and shredded
up to the elbow. The local papers now
carried every lurid detail.

Judge Mathers determined that
the cases were going to trial quickly.

Several local defense
attorneys, including J. D.
Barnes, were asked by

Mathers, but
declined to represent either
- | defendant. Eventually,

Percy R. Taylor and Hugh
M R. Doorley to represent
& Earl. Charles Hall agreed to
handle Walker's case. At the
arraignment on May 6th, a
trial date for Frank Earl was
set for June 14th. Walker
was slated to face a jury a
week later.

Meanwhile, the legal
maneuvering began behind
the scenes. Walker agreed

24 hour guard for each. | William O’Leary when he joined |to testify for the state

Within a week, the talk
of lynching subsided.

the police force in 1893

against Earl. After agreeing
to the deal, prosecuting

By April 26th, a special grand jury
was drawn, and it quickly returned an
indictment against both men. Each
edition of the local papers carried not
only the facts, but every possible rumor
and speculation about both the crime
and the defendants. Both Earl and
Walker were hobos, who traveled from
town to town by catching freight trains.
Both used aliases frequently, and each
had prior criminal records.

Frank Earl's prior criminal record
was exhaustively detailed in the tabloids.
The Daily News blared: "Earl Proves
to be Ed Dalton, a Noted Crook." Within
a few days, prison records were received
from Illinois. While incarcerated there

attorney Charles Marshall and his co-
counsel J. D. Barnes began to have
doubts about Walker's story. Several
doctors were dispatched to reexamine
Legg's remains. A second bullet was
found in the body and it came from a 32
caliber gun, the kind found on Walker
when he was arrested. Walker had lied
in his confession. Suddenly, the case was
not quite as open and shut as it had
seemed at first.

On May 25th, Earl's attorneys
filed motions to change the venue, or
location, of the trial, and to postpone the
trial. The motions were heard the next
Saturday morning, and immediately
overruled. Inexplicably, only one



affidavit and no newspaper articles were
submitted in support of the motion to
move the trial to another county, despite
the continuous and inflammatory
publicity. For example, the Daily News
opined in its April 22nd edition: "The
guilty parties have been captured and
all that is left to do now is to speedily
punish them. A quick trial is demanded
and must be had immediately."

It must have been a very nervous
Frank Earl who stood trial for his life in
the common pleas courtroom on June
14, 1907, in front of several hundred
spectators. The state's case was
presented quickly. The state, as his
counsel P. R. Taylor argued, had built its
entire case on the story of Frank Walker.
That, however, would be enough. After
selecting a foreman, the jury reached a
guilty verdict in thirty minutes. After
another hour of deliberation, they voted
eleven to one against a recommendation
for mercy. The sentence pronounced by
Judge Mathers was what those who
crowded into the courtroom had come to
hear: "death by electrocution.” Frank
Earl was scheduled to die November 29,
1907.

Half way through Earl's trial, the
Daily News announced that Frank
Walker was actually Frank Whiting, the
son of a prominent Illinois doctor.
Members of his family, including his
father, and a Baptist minister brother,
rushed to Sidney to aid in brother
Frank's defense. @~ Walker's deal was
sealed within a few days. He pled guilty
to second degree murder and was given
life in prison.

Meanwhile, immediate efforts
were commenced to save Earl's life. P. R.
Taylor filed a motion for a new trial the
day after the verdict against his client.
The motion set forth ten grounds, or
reasons, that Earl should receive a new
trial. Among the allegations was the

charge that J. D. Barnes erred by arguing
to the jury that the defendant's guilt
could be implied because the defendant
did not testify.

The most serious allegation was
one of jury misconduct. Sidney resident
Mrs. Frank Fogt submitted an affidavit
quoting one of the jurors, S. D. Young, as
saying before the trial: "If I am a juror in
that case (meaning Earl) I would never
leave the jury box until he (Earl) was
convicted.” During jury selection, Young
had denied he had formed an opinion as
to Earl's guilt. Judge Mathers overruled
each ground of the motion for a new trial
on July 6th.

During the subsequent months,
members of Earl's team of defense
lawyers worked to save his life. They
produced a number of affidavits
establishing an alibi for Earl on the night
of April 20th. Walker even signed an
affidavit, stating Earl was not with him at
the scene of the crime (which he later
recanted). In rapid fashion, they ran out
of options. The Circuit Court of Appeals
affirmed the verdict, and the Ohio
Supreme Court declined to hear the case.
It was now late November, 1907.

The day before he was to be
executed, the Daily News carried the
story that Earl was given a reprieve until
December 20th to file his appeal with the
Ohio Board of Pardons. The Board met
late into the night of December s5th,
examining the affidavits and hearing the
evidence. Earl was encouraged. With
the rays of the next day's morning sun
came the bad news: his appeal had been
turned down. The drafter of the alibi
affidavits had used the language 'on or
about' to describe the date of Earl's
presence in another city. The Board
commented that if the affidavits had just
been more specific...

An appeal to Governor Harris by
Earl's two sobbing brothers for a delay in



his execution or a commutation of the death sentence to life in prison was rejected.
The end was near. On the night of the 19th, he embraced religion. Thirty spectators
gathered at the Ohio Penitentiary on December 20th - eight months to the day from the
date William Legg died. Sheriff Snow of Shelby County attended, along with Legg's
clerk, Garne Woodruff, and others. It was a calm, slightly smiling Frank Earl who was
led to the chair and strapped in. He maintained his innocence to the end, saying "I am
paying the penalty for a crime committed by another man... I realize that I am being
punished because of my past record.”

Just before the death mask was lowered over his face, Earl uttered his last
sentence: "I ask God to forgive me for all my sins.” Two jolts of 1750 and 1500 volts
were insufficient to still his beating heart. A third was applied, and he was pronounced
dead. Not since the hanging of Alfred Artis in 1855 had a death sentence been carried
out for a Shelby County crime.

Justice can be swift and certain, but the rush to justice often raises questions to
which there are no simple answers. What of Walker's confession after hours of
interrogation without the benefit of his lawyer or his clothes? Did Earl receive a fair
trial from a jury uninfluenced by the waves of pretrial publicity? Did the intervention
of Walker's influential family save his life? The real question is whether or not the
result would have been different when viewed through the lens of justice in current
times. The reader is left to draw his or her own conclusion.

The electric chair
Frank Earl died in.
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SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1938 — SEPT. — 75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (8) — Mrs. Fred Griffis Jr. was hostess to the
members of her club Wednesday afternoon at her home on
South street, with Mrs. E. J. Salsinger and Mrs. Richard
Salm as guests with them. Awards for high scores in the
games went to Mrs. Frank Amann and to Mrs. Salsinger.
The former also won the travel award, and the consolation
went to Mrs. Robert Lesher. Refreshments were served
during the afternoon.

HOUSTON - We, of the deat old buckeye state. Enjoyed
a week of really summer weather last week. Only one
difficulty-a good soaking rain was lacking...If any
subscriber failed to receive their last week’s issue of the
Democrat i. e. August 26t blame the failure to accident as
the pouch in which the papers were place rolled under the
wheels of the train carrying them cutting papers and sack to
pieces...Labor day dallies of Sidney Democrat were missed
-the forces enjoyed a days’ rest. They need it and deserve
it...All aboard for the Sidney county fair, the dates are
drawing night. Go thence and enjoy a pair of days at least,
September 13, 14, 15 and 16,

SIDNEY (30th) — When Elmer B. Kiser Jr., opens a new
personal finance company here on October 1st on the
second floor of the Murphy building, he will complete the
third generation of his family to conduct a business in this
city. Itis the aim of Mr. Kiser, as manager of the new firm,
to offer careful attention to clients and to handle all
business promptly, courteously and confidentially. The
Kiser family, pioneer businessmen in this community, has
established a record for square dealings. His grandfather is
Elmer D. Kiser Sr., and his father is John Kiser, both of
whom operate the Kiser Meat market on west Poplar street

SIDNEY-The Otyoqua Camp Fire group was a guest in
Troy for its meeting Tuesday evening, when Miss Betty
Ann Martin, an out of town member, invited the group to
her home. Among the important plans for future activates
was a dawn-breakfast to be held on Saturday morning,
October 8, at the Roadside park. Miss June Ives, president,
appointed a committee to be in charge of arrangements. In
the games following the session, conduct by Miss Martin
and Miss Mabel Brookhart was the winner of the high
score, and Miss Mary Lane Timeus was presented with the
consolation. Refreshments were served by the hostess,
assisted by her mother, Mrs. J.E. Martin, to the Campfire
group. Guests with them from Sidney were Miss Margaret
Long and Ms. Sharon Mohrbacher.

One line advertisements: Hot Rolls every afternoon at 4
p.m., Sexauer Inc.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
1913 — SEPT - 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

SIDNEY (5%) — The salaries of the members of the
County Liquor License Board have been fixed by the State
Board at $360 a year. William Klipstine is appointed for
the four year term and A. R. Friedman for the two year
term.

LOCKINGTON - G. A. Pope, of Lockington, will be in
charge of the dining hall at the Shelby County fairgrounds
this season. It goes without saying that there will be an
abundance to eat and that abundance will be good. Mr.
Pope will begin serving meals at the dining hall Saturday of
this week. Sunday dinner will be one of chicken and all
that goes with that appetizing dish. Meals will be served at
regular hours each day at a price of 25 cents with the
exception of dinner on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday,
when the price will be 35 cents. A demonstration of Red
Bird coffee will be given in connection.

MAPLEWOOD- A bumble bee sting is a very small
matter but on last Friday one bit P.L. Stafford on an artery
in the forehead and if it had not been for the timely arrival
of Dr. Lisle, someone else could tell this tale...All person
between the cradle roll and 75 years old or over that are
members of the Methodist or Reformed Sunday schools
are invited to the beautiful country home of Supt. W. L.
Littlejohn on next Tuesday night, where a general good
time will be in order, refreshments are free. Don’t fail to
go.

KETTLERVILLE — Misses Minnie and Anna Gillman,
of Sidney, visited with friends here last week...Walter
Brown and Theo. Hoewisher spent Sunday at Cedar Point.
Their favorite ride was the coaster, the Gate Keeper.

SIDNEY - S. D. McCullough left Tuesday evening for
Kirksville, Missouri, where he expects to study Osteopathy.
He was given a farewell reception at the station by his
friends. One of them presented him with a ticket to
Kirksville including Pullman accommodations and meals.
Another in shaking hands with him presented him with a
$50 bill. He also received several boxes of cigars.

SIDNEY (26™) — A big crowd from this city went to
Versailles Tuesday to see the ball game between the
Versailles team and the Cincinnati Reds. The game
resulted in a victory for Cincinnati by a score of six to
three.

JACKSON CENTER - A large blacksnake choked to
death trying to swallow a fish at the Lakeridge dock
Monday. We have been almost choked to death trying to
swallow some of the stories our fisherman tell and we
don’t blame the snake.




HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Newsletter of the SIDNEY, OH 45365
Shelby County Historical Society PERMIT #31
PO Box 376

Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653

Co-Presidents: Linda DeVelvis and Julie Gilardi ~ Vice-President: Jim Hall Secretary: Rich Wallace
Treasurer: Tom Seving Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Doug Allinger, Robert Dobras, Carleen Pettit, and Faye Spangler
Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jennifer Gariety

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Anne and Dean Morrow

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Doug Allinger Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Jon Baker Peg & Steve Baker Drew and Debbie Barber Walt & Carol Bennett
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Continental Express, Inc. David & Linda DeVelvis Dorothy Love Retirement Community
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Wililam & Karen Feth Ferguson
Construction Freshway Foods Matt & Julie Gilardi Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Jack & Kathleen Haslup Richard & Virginia
Henke Helman Brothers Body Shop Michael and Jane Jones Paul and Linda Keller Koenig Equipment, Inc  Lacal
Equipment, Inc. Lochard, Inc. Douglas Millhoff Minster Bank John Minton Primary Eyecare Associates Quilts for Keeps
Ron & Nita’s Ross Aluminum Foundries Dave Ross Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant Mr. & Mrs.
Tom Shoemaker Roger & Pamela Shoffner Sidney Body Carstar Sidney Electric Sidney Manufacturing Company Sidney
Tool & Die Slagle Mechanical Contractors Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith Darrell & Faye Spangler The UPS Store US Bank Rich &
Susan Wallace Helen Blake Wildermuth Wilson Memorial Hospital Greg & Priscilla Wilt Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of you, and we don’t want you to
miss an issue of Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not forward your newsletter to you, and we will be charged for its return.

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County %
was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from )
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity.




