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CONTACT US:
937-498-1653

On the Web:
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
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FaceBook:
Shelby County Historical
Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2@embarqgmail.com

Welcome
New Members:
Randy and Patti Moore, Sidney, OH
Michael Mullen, Sidney, OH

New Legacy Partner:
Mindy Geuy, Sidney, OH
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®
SCHS Memberships

Yearly
$25 Individual
$35 Family
$150 Friends of the Society
$300 Legacy Partner
$500 Legacy Partner 101

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

J

Sherman’s March

Character Forged by Sacrifice

September 18, 2014,

@ 7 p.m.
Sidney Municipal Court

Monumental Building |
The famous march from/y
Atlanta, Georgia to Savannah, Georgia [t}
by Ohio-born General William [§§
Tecumseh Sherman has been the S
source of great controversy among
historians. Was the 19th century version of “the shock and awe” strategy
really necessary or pure cruelty? The truth lies somewhere in between.
After Sherman wired Lincoln that “Atlanta is ours and fairly won,” any
talk of a negotiated peace became unthinkable, and Lincoln’s re-election
seemed a certainty. In Sherman’s mind, the next move would have to be
extremely daring. And it was! His anger at the South for starting the
war revealed itself in cold determination to make these rebellious citizens
themselves experience war. His plan would mean civilian populations
would be fleeing before the Union army that was intent on destroying
Georgia’s war-making capability.

Boldly and shrewdly, Sherman propositioned Georgia governor
Joseph Brown that if Georgia withdrew from the rebellion, Sherman’s
men would “spare the State, and in our passage across it confine the
troops to the main roads, and would moreover, pay for all the corn and
food we needed.” Conversely, if Georgia continued its rebellion,
Sherman, “would be compelled to go ahead, devastating the State in its
whole length and breadth.”

The realities of this “scorch and burn” March to the Sea were lived
by families in both the North and the South. This human and personal
perspective is the substance of our fourth and final Civil War program.
Using actual letters written by men and women from the North and
South, our living history figures will share life behind the textbook
version of this strategy that brought the South to its breaking point.
Staged in the historic and beautiful Municipal Courtroom in the
Monumental Building, this evening of letter reading will reveal for both
sides the war weariness, the Union’s determination to “so damage the
country as to make it untenable to the enemy,” and the South’s
determination to exert its right to “govern ourselves” and willingness to
survive any hardships to maintain the Cause.




Children’s Home Plaque
Dedication Ceremony

Thursday, September 4, 2014 Sunday, September 7, 2014
Ross Historical Center Children’s Home Hill
6:00 P.M. 6:00 P.M.

We invite you to join us for the opening of the time capsule found in the Shelby County Children’s
Home cornerstone. The contents of the time capsule will be on display during Applefest weekend at the Ross
Historical Center. On September 7, 2014, at 6:00 P.M. the rededication of the cornerstone will take place in
the park where the former Children’s Home stood. A new time capsule will be placed in the cornerstone
which will contain a copy of Lavern “Lefty” Bevans’ History of the Shelby County Children’s Home, a proclamation
given by the County Commissioners during the dedication, articles written during March 2014, and selected
items that were in the original time capsule.

shelby County Historical Society - Porch Sale
saturday, September 6, 2014
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

D 4 Coverlets - Books - Plaques 1}
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@j\f[ ¥ ¥ Souvenir Playing Cards,
Shirts and Much More
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: July Volunteer Info:
Sidney 4th - Microwaves weren’t invented until the 45 Volunteers
late 1940s

Sidney 28th - Clayton Moore was the Lone Ranger 377 Hours

The clues were found by:
Frank Gleason, John Klipstine, Linda DeVelvis, Tulv:
Netta Stewart, Judy Fogt, Phil Wilt, Patricia for July:
Francis, and Mark Deam Brian Huffman
Austin Strunk

\} Congratulations! Thank you to all
e # The clue will be found ONLY in the our Volunteers! We depend on you!
“Out of the Past” section. In July, 386 people
participated in SCHS programs.

Volunteer gift certificate winners




Sunday, September 28, 2014
1:00 p.m.

Ft. Loramie Elementary School
35 Elm Street, Ft. Loramie

The celebration will move to the Gigandet Farm
immediately after for the dedication of the
Sycamore Tree

2770 State Route 705 W, Ft. Loramie

Ken Sowards Shelby County Historical Society /‘\
Greg Shipley P.O. Box 376/201 N. Main Ave ~ ## da ™=
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Every year some of the Shelby County
Historical Society Board of Trustees and staff
attend the Ohio Local History Alliance
Convention to learn new ‘ \ \-
preservation and ‘\‘
collection
procedures.

In at least
one of these
sessions each year
members of small historical

what they select to accession into their
collection, because lack of space will soon become an issue. Who would have ever
thought that in just 15 years the Shelby County Historical Society would find that all of the
storage areas in the Ross Historical Center would be full? We are now bustin’ at the
seams!

The Society has won numerous awards over the last several years for its publications,
exhibits, individual achievements, and educational programs. These awards prove our
commitment and contributions to our community and set a very high standard for societies of
our size. We do not want to lose this momentum and would like to become known for that
same commitment in the preservation of our collections and archives. It is important for the
Society to have an environment which provides state of the art preservation for our collection,
making it possible to properly preserve our artifacts for future generations.

Being able to properly preserve the thousands of artifacts in our collection is an
expensive proposition, when just a single acid free box can come with a price tag of over $20,
not to mention packing materials, software to track the donor, and a location in which the
artifact will be stored.

The shortage of space and the ability to
properly preserve our collection for future
generations is a growing concern for the Society |
which will soon need to be address. Please take
time to enjoy the pictures of our storage areas.

Basement




Photos by James Loos

Butler’s
Pantry
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The Amos Memorial Public Library is in the process of expansion.
Recently we were given a history of the current site the library sits upon.
As told by: Mabel Bonnoront

: L

Mabel Bonnoront started work as a & '
saleslady at Thedieck’s Store around 1922, |}
a career that spanned over 55 years. Mrs.

Bess Miller, owner the Sidney Fashion 4" e S|
TRER.
sister, Sylvia Nettleship. Together they [HES- '
operated the business for a period of 10
years. During her business career, she was [®
a member of the Sidney Chamber of eSS
Commerce and was active in the Retail The Piper H
Merchants Association.

In 1937 Mabel and her husband Clarence moved into the Maxwell Home, which had been purchased
and vacated by William Piper on the northwest corner of Miami Avenue and North Street. The Bonnoronts
operated the home as a light housekeeping and boarding house.

During World War II, the government commandeered the building to be used as housing. At this

time, Mabel and her husband moved to the former Studevant home at 207 N. Main Street and lived there until
the government returned the property to them.
: It was after this period that Mabel decided to sell the property. E.J. Griffith,
{ president of 1" National Bank, informed her that the late Delia Amos, daughter of General
James O. Amos, had left money in her will for the purpose of buying ground for a new
ibrary. The will stated the grounds needed to be purchased within a specific amount of
ime or the money would go back into the estate. This deadline was only a few weeks
away!

Center, sold her business to Mabel and her [FRL_—

e P = S ——— =

ouse on the corner of North and Miami.

After Mabel contacted William, Frank, and Ernest Amos, it was clear they were
_|unaware of the bequest and recommended contacting their brother Fred, a retired judge in
Columbus. Mabel boarded a bus to Columbus to seek out Judge Amos. Enjoying much
. conversation and reminiscing about Sidney, she approached the subject of the will and the

Delia Amos library. Fred seemed to remember something to the effect and promised to investigate it
further and to contact Mabel with his findings.

Fred, Will, and Ernest Amos paid Mabel a visit not long after with good news! The former Piper
home would be the site of the new Amos Memorial Public Library. Construction of the library was
completed, and the dedication ceremony was held on December 6, 1958.

The guest speaker was Columbus Judge Roscoe Walcutt, the son-in-law of Emma Amos Pegg.
Noting that "All too frequently we have contempt for what has gone before,"” Judge Walcutt emphasized that
"only by knowledge gained from books can we hope to
develop the minds of our nation's young people and fESe&
provide an informed citizenry."” E

Frank Amos talked briefly on behalf of the Amos j§
family. In a response that characterized the quiet, Ji&
effective leadership the Amos family had given to g
Sidney over almost a century of service, he noted "...it is
not all one-sided. Down through the years Sidney has
been good to us and this library provides us the = : :
opportunity of expressing our appreciation.” Amos Memorial Public Library - circ

. g

1958
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
SEPT - 1939 - 75 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (6th) Herman Patrick Tappe, of the House of
Tappe, New York City, who returned during late August
from five weeks spent abroad in Paris, France and London,
England, in the interest of his business. In telling of his
return Mr. Tappe said he had terminated his business stay
abroad suddenly when he realized the war conditions there
and made the homeward voyage on the German ship, “The
Europa.” The large boat had only 60 passengers coming
over, and its position was listed as mid-ocean on its return
trip when an announcement was made about the
declaration of war. Mr. Tappe brought to Sidney with him
a beautiful adornment for his mother’s grave, a cross of
celluloid violets which he purchased in Paris. With the
cross are four pots of flowers for the corners. The
decoration has been treated to make it last throughout the
winder months.

FT. LORAMIE (14th) Friends of Jack Walkup, who is
manager of the Walkup orchestra, regret to learn that he
met with an accident while returning home from playing
one night last week. Mr. Walkup entered the yard and it so
happened that a low hanging branch of a tree gouged his
eye and it maybe serious.

SIDNEY (25th) Mr. & Mrs. Fred Griffis Jr., who have
recently moved into their new home on south Ohio
avenue, were honored Saturday evening when a group of
their friends surprised them with a “housewarming.” The
hours were spent informally. The guests presented Mr. &
Mrs. Griffis with a handsome gift for the kitchen of their
new home. In the party were Mr.& Mrs. Carl Ackerman,
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Salm, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Studevant
Jr., Mr. & Mirs. Rexford Price, Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Blake,
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Spinner, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lesher,
Mr. & Mrs. Emil Brunner, Miss Virginia Van Note, of
Dayton and Robert Anthony of Dayton..

NEW YORK (29th) Congratulations are in order today
for the new National league champions-the Cincinnati
Reds. They may not be the best team that ever won a
pennant but they certainly are the best in the National
league had to offer this year and that’s all that was asked of
them. Experts may say they have only a two-man pitching
staff; that their catching was a little off at times; that there
are better infields and that their outfield is below par. The
main point is they had what it takes when they needed it
and that is more than can be said of all the other
clubs. Winning pennants is not a new sensation or canny
Scot for he also had the satisfaction of winning with the
Cardinals and the Pirates. The Reds went on to win the
World Series beating the Boston Red socks 4-1.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
SEPT. 1914 - 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Mortrow

SIDNEY - Russell Robbins, former pitcher with the
Versailles team and now a member of the Saginaw,
Michigan club, has been purchased by Manager Herzog of
the Cincinnati Reds and he will report to that club on
September 10t

ANNA-The new hotel at Anna recently erected at that
place, has been opened under the management of Oscar
Steinkemper. The hotel contains a large dining room and
restaurant on the first floor at which special dinners can be
arranged for and served. There are 16 rooms upstairs for
lodgers, elaborately furnished and with bath connections
with hot and cold water. The village of Anna has been
sadly in need of a hotel for some time and the residents of
that place can be very proud of the new place which will be
propetly conducted under the management.

JACKSON CENTER - The White Star theatre at
Jackson Center, formerly run by Burke and Sons, will soon
be reopened under new management. Mayor E. S.
Lathberry and Elmer Kysenceder have purchased the
moving machine and electric apparatus which is being
repaired and placed in first class condition. The room is
being remodeled and with the addition of being repainted
will be repaired.

SIDNEY-One of the new features at the fairgrounds this
year is the patrolling of the grounds by a detail from
Company L., Third Regiment, a detail of 15 members of
the local company are doing the police duty in an excellent
manner. Their camp is located to the south end of the
grounds, where they have their dining and cook tents
erected and also their sleeping tents. Those who were on
duty on Wednesday were First Sergeant McMannamy,
Corporal Cary, Musician Clyde Jenkins, Coos Wm.
McClain and Mahan. Privates Charles and Clyde Grate,
Vaughn, Sturm, Martin, Brown, Smith, Shaffner and
Gearhart...Several new displays are on hand for fair goers
this year with businesses showing off their wares: Canal
Pattern, American Trim, Stolle, and Ross Aluminum
Foundries. Make sure you stop into the tents and have a
look.

LOCKINGTON-The post office department started
working this week on routing the new Lockington rural
route out of Piqua which is an addition to rural route No. 4
which Charles Heitzman is in charge. The Lockington
post office was discontinued several weeks ago and all mail
will henceforth be delivered to that village from the Piqua
office. The addition of Lockington to Mr. Heitzman’s
route will make additional work and will increase his mail
load considerable.
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro DDS, MSD, Inc. Richard & Virginia Henke
Jon Baker Helman Brothers Body Shop
Steve & Peg Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Drew & Debbie Barber Paul & Linda Keller

Walt & Carol Bennett Koenig Equipment, Inc
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc.

David & Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff

Dorothy Love Retirement Community Minster Bank

Eikenberry Retirement Planning John & Marilyn Minton
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Primary Eyecare Associates
William & Karen Feth Bill & Lisa Ragon

Ferguson Construction Ron & Nita’s

Francis Furniture Dave Ross

Freshway Foods Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Mindy Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Matt & Julie Gilardi Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Sidney Body Carstar

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Electric

Sidney Manufacturing Company
Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth
Wilson Memorial Hospital
Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




