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Welcome New Members:
Yvonne Brakefield, Birmingham, AL
Keith and Jeanie Putnam, Conover, OH

Mike and Jen Martz, Anna, OH

G\!O
3

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Historical Highlights

SHELBY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 376 - Sidney, OH 45365-0376
Located at 201 N. Main Street
ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:
1:00 pm- 5:00 pm Monday - Friday 9:00 am-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays
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Shelby County Historical Society
Buys Lochard Building

The Shelby County Historical Society (SCHS) has added a second
building to its facilities.

Late in July, it completed the purchase of the former Lochard
Building at 115 North St. in Sidney across the street from the
Society’s current home in the Ross Historical Center at 201 N. Main
Ave. The acquisition was made possible by a bank loan. The
Society will be launching a fundraising campaign to support the
purchase and necessary renovations although no fund raising goal
has yet been set. SCHS officials said they are still considering how
to make the best use of the new space and what kind of renovations
that would entail. When they know what the costs are likely to be,
they’ll announce the funding goal.

‘We've been talking about expanding since 2007,” said
Director Tilda Phlipot about why the purchase was necessary.

“Then the economy went south and everything was put on
hold,” added Treasurer Tom Seving.

The society had purchased property along North Street
immediately to the west of the Ross Center several years ago and
had looked into building a significant addition to the center. Then
the board learned early this year that the former Lochard building
was on the market.

“For the same square footage that we were going to build a
new facility, we can get across the street for much less money,
even including renovations,” Phlipot said.

“Property acquisition opportunities sometimes come along only
(continued on page 2)




Shelby County Historical Society
Buys Lochard Building... continued

once in a generation,” she said. “When the former Lochard building became available,
the board investigated its feasibility ... the capabilities of the building and its location
met several criteria the board considered important.”

The Society has recently completed a strategic planning and visioning process.
The Society’s mission has been revised. It is “To actively engage and educate our
community to preserve and promote local history” according to board member Rich
Wallace. “The board has decided to concentrate on areas where it has shown
demonstrated expertise,” he said. “These are programming, research and writing,
exhibits and artifact collection and preservation. The goal is for these four areas to
become centers of excellence to an even greater degree than they are now.”

The society also has been hoping for many years to establish an industrial
heritage center in which its historical heavy equipment can be displayed. The former
Lochard building can meet those goals.

The building was constructed in the early 1950s by Lochard Inc. to serve as a
hardware and appliance store. It later was the home of S&E Typewriter. The structure
will give the society an additional 4,000 square feet of space for exhibits, lectures,
educational activities and other programming, and, eventually, 4,000 square feet of
basement space for storage.

“(Our buying it) is going to preserve a downtown building,” said President Julie
Gilardi.

The society has been in need of an environmentally controlled space for some
time.

“Certain artifacts require environmentally controlled space to ensure their
preservation for future generations,” said Vice President Linda DeVelvis.
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The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” VOLUNTEERS
hidden clues: July Volunteer Info:

Sidney 13th-Mr. Hamberger surely didn’t 39 Volunteers

have a cell phone 100 years ago! 148 Hours
Sidney 16th-1950 Fords weren’t around in

1940 Volunteer gift certificate winners
The clues were found by: for July:

Christi Thomas, Patty Koehl, Alice Glore Napier, Dean Morrow
Carolyn Haney, Jack and Sue Enders, Phil Wilt, John Harmon

Joanna Hulsmeyers, Jody Kuhn, and Judy Harp
Congratulations! Thank you to all

\} ' ' our volunteers! We depend on you!
% ! The clue will be found ONLY in the

« N In July, 475 people
Out of the Past” section. participated in SCHS programs.




The Sidney Municipal Courtroom on August 31, at 7 p.m. will be
the scene of a special night of remembrance as the Shelby County
Historical society continues its Year of Valor celebration.

Society volunteers will present epic stories of valor about men
from our community who served in the country’s conflicts from the
Civil War to Vietnam. The emphasis will be on special acts of courage
that were recognized by the awarding of military decoration.

The program will serve as a backdrop for the arrival of the
Vietnam Traveling Wall on September 2 and the emplacement of the
Field of Valor (flags) on August 30. The Wall memorializes those who
died in the Vietnam Conflict, including 17 men from Shelby County.

The service men if living and families of those honored will be
invited to attend. Living history characters will make their appearance
to represent some of the men whose acts of heroism will be recognized.

World War I soldiers include Grover Pence and Earl Munch of
Montra. World War II heroes who received special honor include Army
veterans Leroy Elliot, Lt. Paul Maurer, Herb Neer, Bob Crusey, Marion
Graham, Paul Kies along with William Kinninger, Richard Davis and
Huffman Dearth of the Army Air Corps.

Korean War veterans Weldon
Oakley and Jerry Elsner will be honored
along with Vietnam heroes Jim Locker,
Terry Katterhenry, Herb Minchew, Harry
Houghlin, Jon Johnson and Mark Deam.

The program will begin at 7 p.m. on
August 31* on the third floor of the
Monumental Building in the Municipal
Court room. The public is invited, and it
is free of charge.




By: Faye Spangler

Stretching above the Great Miami River at Court Street, the bridge that was originally dedicated
to the veterans of World War I and World War II in 1946 will get the attention that it deserves at a
rededication ceremony on September 1, 2015. Through the efforts of Tilda Philpot, the director of the
Shelby County Historical Society, and the City of Sidney, and especially the Thomas and Corinne
Francis Foundation, this important event has been made possible, and a bronze marker will be attached
to the bridge once again to notify those who cross it of this bridge’s special function and role in Shelby
County history.

This bridge and its plaque are important not only because this is the 70™ anniversary of the end
of WWII, but also because our country finds itself once again in the midst of other conflicts in which
our young men and women are called to service and sacrifice.

The original dedication had been arranged by Walter Burg, the division engineer of the state
highway department under the direction of Perry T. Ford, state director of highways along with John
Foster of the American Legion and his committee. The ceremony was marked by a grand celebration
involving a speech by then Governor Frank Lausche, a parade headed by the Legion band and including
the Legion members and Disabled Veterans that marched from the new American Legion home to the
bridge and back again. Also there were all of the city’s Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops in uniform.
Included in the marching order was Company K Ohio State Guard under Captain Clyde Millhoff, the
Red Cross chapter officials in full uniform. The Grand Marshal of the parade was Sam Winemiller
assisted by Henry Meyer, Hugh Lehman, Robert Gearhart, and Lowell Lovett and overseen by Police
Chief William O’Leary. The welcome was given by Mayor W.W Wheeler while the invocation was
delivered by Rev. J.A. Long. The history of the bridge was offered by E.C. Amos, publisher of the
Sidney Daily News. The firing of a final salute to the dead by the Legion firing squad was under the
command of Captain Dan Strohl.

During Governor Lausche’s
speech delivered from a decorated
platform at the end of the bridge, he
emphasized that “the steel, cement,
and labor required to erect the
structure are an embodiment of all
that was given by the war dead to
preserve the American way of life.”
4| He further emphasized in that 1946
o speech that “the living must
S dedicate  themselves to  the

M to nurture and guard the victory
which was so dearly paid for.” He
doing so, he stressed vigilance “as
the watchword in peacetime.”

The original plaque had

.. . - been  presented during the
The original dedication ceremony in 1946. dedication to honored guest Mrs.




Kenneth Ferguson, President of the Sidney Gold Star Mothers. The bronze tablet, later attached by the
highway department to the bridge, bore the following inscription: “Dedicated to the memory of those
valiants who gave the last full measure of devotion to their country in World War I and World War II,
city of Sidney, county of Shelby, state of Ohio, October 13, 1946.”

Interestingly enough, the need for a new bridge at that Court Street location had been
recognized as early as 1919, but it was only through the efforts of a group of Sidney residents that the
issue was kept alive until the bridge construction that had begun in 1941 was finally completed in June
of 1946. It was that same type of grassroots effort that made this rededication possible when Tilda
Philpot organized the effort through the Historical Society to honor those early veterans as well as all
other service men and women since that first recognition when it came to her attention that theoriginal
plaque was missing from the bridge. Therefore, the plaque that will replace the missing one bears the
same opening inscription but with these additional lines: “Today on September 1, 2015, the residents of
the City of Sidney and Shelby County rededicate this bridge in memory of our fellow citizens who
have made the ultimate sacrifice in the defense of the United States of America.” Additionally, this
plaque differs from the original as it bears the emblems of the Shelby County Historical Society and the
City of Sidney as well as the names of the Thomas V and Corrine Francis Family Foundation, who
helped to fund the project.

The new plaque and rededication will take place at the Court Street Bridge on Tuesday
September 1, 2015, at 10:30 A.M. with State Senator Keith Faber offering remarks from the northwest
parking lot adjacent to the bridge Also in attendance will be the Shelby County Commissioners, the
City of Sidney Council and Mayor Mike Barhorst, and representatives from all of the Veterans groups,
Trustees from the Shelby County Historical Society as well as local interested citizens.  The bands
from Sidney City Schools and Fairlawn Local will provide the National Anthem, while the Honor
Guard from the American Legion will do the gun salute to the departed veterans. In case of inclement
weather, the ceremony will move to the second floor of the Eagles building that is also adjacent to the
bridge.
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Guest Speaker: David W. Taylor
When: Friday, September 4, 2015 @ 10:00 a.m.
Where: Custenborder Field, Sidney (St. Rt. 47)

David Taylor is a retired Colonel, Special Forces, US Army Reserve.
He served four years on active duty, including combat in the Vietnam War
where he was wounded twice, and twenty-two years in the Army Reserve
in special operations and counter-terrorism. He is Airborne, Ranger and
Special Forces qualified.

He 1s an author, historian, and publisher, specializing in military
history. His book about his infantry battalion in the Vietnam War was
published in 2011 and is now in its third printing and his articles about war
have been published in national magazines.

Our WAR

The Histony and Sacmifices of an
InfanTay Barralion i The Yietnam Wan
1968-1971

Colonel David Taylor

David W. Taylor
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THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
SEPT. 1940 — 75 Years Ago
Anne Morrow

ANNA (5%)-The following citizens enjoyed the Smoky
mountains scenery over the Labor day week-end: Mr. &
Mrs. Leo Wolfe, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Orden, Mr. & Mrs.
Paul Boyer, Mr. & Mrs. A. P. Wilt, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd
Wentz, Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Sollman.

SIDNEY (10%)-Wilson Memorial Hospital Patients read
the news daily in The Sidney Daily News. Through the
courtesy of the publishers of the Sidney Daily News and
the undersigned Sidney business men. Ever since the first
of January of 1937, each day a copy of The Sidney Daily
News has been delivered to each room in the hospital with
the compliments of these business men. The following are
the Sidney Business Men cooperating: First Federal Saving
& Loan Ass’n, Sidney Filling Service Station Inc., Fogt &
Fleckenstein Inc., Schemmel Quality Dairy, Matthews-
Arthur Co.-Ford, Shank Brownbilt Shoe Store, G&H
Sunoco, Olympia Ice Cream Co., Princehouse Electric,
Hardley Studio, Lehman Paint Store, Marion Reserve
Power Co., Monarch Machine Tool Co., Citizens National
Bank, Monarch Cleaners, Ruese Insurance Co., Sidney
Furniture Co., Spot Restaurant, Minton Market, Ehrhardt
Flower Shop, Lohmire Drug Store, Thoma Jewelry Store,
Sexauer’s Inc., Russell Dairy, Sidney Daily News and Bauer
Restaurant.

SIDNEY (20%)-The Robin Hood Reading club,
conducted for all of the young school children of the
community by the Sidney public library as its annual
summer reading course, was concluded Saturday and the
library has listed the following 273 children who completed
the reading of ten books required to receive a diploma.

SIDNEY (26%)-Mrs. Mary Ann Martz, 97, Sidney’s oldest
Shelby Countian died at her home @ 508 South Miami
avenue on Thursday morning at 12:25AM. Mrs. Martz had
enjoyed good health for her nearly 100 years, and was able
to do a small amount of housework. She was the oldest
member of the St. John’s Lutheran church confirmed in
early childhood and was a faithful attendant as long as her
health permitted her. One of the best known residents of
the city, she will be mourned by a wide circle of friends
who will miss her kindly neighborliness. She was born in
Steinburg, Germany, on May 12, 1843, the daughter of
Jacob & Mary Zimmer. At the age of three, she came to
America with her parents and sisters and brothers, moved
to Shelby county, locating in Clinton township, married
George Hayman who preceded her in death, passing away
September 28, 1868, with one son in this union and
married again in 1870 to Chatles Martz and he to being a
native of Germany and he passed away in 1888.

THE DEMOCRAT
SEPT-1915-100 Years Ago
Dean Morrow

TAWAWA (3'd) — There will be Sunday school Sunday
morning in the church as the seating, papering and painting
have been completed...The Rolfe and Moore grocery will
move from the Wright building to the Woolley property
which has been remodeled on the inside for the grocery
business.

ANNA-Ernest Lininger has purchased the furniture and
undertaking business of E. B. Ballinger at Anna and
assumed charge of the business. He will continue to
conduct the furniture and undertaking business in this city
in connection with the business at Anna, and have a first
class and strictly up to date stock at both places.

ANNA (10th)-School opened here Monday morning with
the following corps of teachers: principal, W. A. Hart,
Anna; assistant high school teachers, Miss Hensel, Anna,
Miss Bohring Dayton, Mrs. Carol Wentz, Kettlersville;
normal teacher, Miss Early, Cincinnati;

Intermediate, W. S. Malahan, Anna; primary, Miss Border,
Sidney...Rev. Suffler will be pastor of the M. E. Church of
this village for the ensuing year...Mrs. Lehman and
daughter Daisy of Sidney, have purchased the property
belonging to Mike Finkenbine on Pike street. They expect
to move into it in the near future.

FT. LORAMIE-The Christian church of New Bremen
had baptizing of several converts at Filburn landing.
Loramie reservoir last Thursday...The local baseball team
were defeated at Botkins Labor day, score 4to 10. The
game was tied up to 7% inning when several errors left the
runs in.

SIDNEY-Marti Gilardi, an Italian fruit peddler, was fined
$1 and costs by the Mayor Friday morning on a charge of
assault. The trouble took place with another Italian along
the road near Jackson Center, the other Italian coming to
Sidney and preferring the charges.

OHIO (17%)-Ohio is the second state in the number of
automobile licensed. This is brought out by statistics
which show that the Buckeye State has passed California,
Illinois and Pennsylvania. Only New York is now ahead of
Ohio. Up to the first of September the Ohio registrar’s
office had sent out number tags in the 168,000 seties.

SIDNEY-In accordance with the request of the citizens of
Miami county, the County Commissioners have requested
the State Highway Engineer to prepare specifications for
the construction of the remaining ten miles of the Dixie
Highway with permanent surface. It was decided to us
concrete.
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The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society. Please consider a gift from ¢¥64%
your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive. We appreciate your generosity. && :

President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Linda DeVelvis Secretary: Rich Wallace

Treasurer: Tom Seving Director: Tilda Phlipot

Trustees: Don Lochard, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Tom Miller, Faye Spangler, and Nancy Steinke

Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey
Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Faye Spangler, and Anne and Dean Morrow

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop
Jon Baker Michael & Jane Jones

Steve & Peg Baker Paul & Linda Keller

Drew & Debbie Barber Lacal Equipment, Inc

Walt & Carol Bennett Lochard, Inc.

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund Douglas Millhoff

Continental Express, Inc. Minster Bank

David & Linda DeVelvis John & Marilyn Minton
Dorothy Love Retirement Community Primary Eyecare Associates
Eikenberry Retirement Planning Bill & Lisa Ragon

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, Schnelle & Co., LPA. Ron & Nita’s

William & Karen Feth Dave Ross

Ferguson Construction Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc
Freshway Foods Mr. & Mrs. Bob Sargeant
Barbara Blake Geuy Mr. & Mrs. Tom Shoemaker
Mindy Geuy Sidney Body Carstar

Matt & Julie Gilardi Sidney Electric

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Given Sidney Manufacturing Company

Jack & Kathleen Haslup Sidney Tool & Die

Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

Darrell & Faye Spangler

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt

Amy Zorn

Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




