
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER HOURS:  
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 
Closed Sundays and Holidays 

 
ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 
Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

 
CONTACT US: 
937-498-1653 

 
On the Web: 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

 
 

  FaceBook:  
Shelby County Historical  
Society, Sidney, Ohio 

 
If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  
submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and educate 
our community to preserve and  

promote local history.” 
Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for tomorrow 
by understanding the past” 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome New Members: 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Sidney, OH 
Brent and Helen Umstead, Sidney, OH 

Gary Wilson, Brentwood, TN 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 
 Individual - $25 
Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  
Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical HighlightsHistorical HighlightsHistorical HighlightsHistorical Highlights    
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

September 2016 Edition 

By Rich Wallace, 
SCHS Task Force Chair 

 The June and July Issues of Historical Highlights provided an outline 
of the process the Society’s board and staff are following concerning the 
renovation of the Annex (formerly the Lochard Building) and how the 
proposed activities to be conducted there will fit into the overall mission and 
vision of the Society.   
 The purpose of this article is to explain the Society’s “big idea” of 
creating an Industrial Heritage Center in the Annex which supplements and 
supports the Society’s history education activities.  
 The newly-revised mission and vision of the Society are as follows: 

♦ Mission: “Actively engage and educate our community 
to preserve and promote local history.”  

♦ Vision: “To become a center of excellence where we 
build for tomorrow by understanding the past.”   

 The July Historical Highlights article focused on the creation of the 
task force by the Society’s Board to bring into living color our dreams for the 
use of the Annex.  Task force members have spent the last month actively 
engaged in interviewing representatives of four exhibit design firms from Ohio. 
The firm chosen will create and construct the industrial heritage exhibit. The 
goal is not only to tell the story of our commercial success but to capture the 
essence of the true entrepreneurial spirit, which resulted in the industrial legacy 
we have today. The task force will also decide general construction issues and 
look at operational funding for the Society once the Industrial Heritage Center 
comes into reality.   
 Anyone with a passing interest in local history appreciates the rich 
tapestry that is our industrial and commercial heritage.  For over one hundred 
years, local entrepreneurs and their companies created an amazing array of 
products and processes, which have achieved regional, national and 
international significance.  At the risk of leaving out many other examples, 
consider the following: 

♦ Monarch Machine Tool Company was one of the most important 
businesses of its kind in the country, and played a critical role in the 
defense industry during World War II. 

♦ Emerson Climate Technology is the world’s leader in compressor 
technology. 

♦ The tooling for the aluminum can pop tab, now so commonplace in 
our society, had its genesis in Shelby County. 

♦ The co-inventor of the MRI was born in Sidney and educated by the 
Sidney City Schools. 

Continued on the next page 

Industrial Heritage CenterIndustrial Heritage CenterIndustrial Heritage CenterIndustrial Heritage Center    
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VOLUNTEERS 

July Volunteer Info: 
27 Volunteers 

232 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for July: 
Debbie Barber 

Herb Minchew 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 
our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In July, 308 people  
participated in SCHS programs. 

 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

Sidney: Wizard is card game  
invented in 1984. 

Maplewood 25th: Frisbee was  
invented in 1957. 

 

The clues were found by: 
Julie Gilardi, Julia Young,  

Carolyn Haney, and Gerald Steinle.  
 
 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 
“Out of the Past” section.  

    
    

Shelby County Genealogical Society  

Upcoming Program 

September 13, 2016 

The Ross Historical Center 

7:00 p.m. 

“How to Make Family Stories  

into a Book” 

 James E. Ryhal used folk stories and 
family legends that have been passed from 
generation to generation to author his latest 
book Ezra’s Journal.  Ryhal tells the 
fascinating story of his great-great-grandfather 
Ezra Van Buren’s Civil War journey. 

Your Society will create an Industrial Heritage Center that will salute the men and women 
who have contributed so much to our community’s outstanding industrial history.  The core 
values of the citizens of West-Central Ohio such as hard work, passion, an entrepreneurial 
spirit, and a willingness to take risks are some of the key qualities that created the industrial 
legacy we inherited and enjoy today.  In keeping with the Society’s vision, it will be a “center 
of excellence” where we build for tomorrow by honoring our industrial past. 

Stayed tuned next month for another update on this exciting project. 

Continued from the front. 
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Ghost TourGhost TourGhost TourGhost Tour 

When: Oct. 12 and 13, 2016 
Times: 6:00-6:30-7:00-7:30 

 

Students $8   Members: $10 
Non Members: $15 

Tickets on sale 

NOW!!! 

Shelby County Historical Society 
201 N. Main Ave/P.O. Box 376 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 
937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 

 It is time for our annual ghost walk.  This year we will have 
intrepid women stepping out of the shadows to tell about their lives. 
Our walk will include living history characters, a story of a 
destructive fire, and a stop at Julia Lamb field. Please join us on our 
walk. 

NEW BOOK ALERT! 
Lois Lenski: Storycatcher 

By: Bobbie Malone 
 For generations of children, including a young Oprah Winfrey, 
opening a Lois Lenski book has meant opening a world.  This was just 
what the author wanted: to help children “see beyond the rim of their 
own world.”  In Lois Lenski: Storycatcher, historian and educator 
Bobbie Malone takes us into Lenski’s own world to tell the story of 
how a girl from a small Ohio town became a beloved literary icon. 
  This first full-length biography tells how Lenski traveled 
throughout the country, gathering stories that brought to life in words 
and pictures whole worlds that had for so long been invisible in 
children’s literature.  In the process, her work became a source of 
delight, inspiration, and insight for generations of readers. 
 
Members $25 plus $5 for shipping 
Non-Members $35 plus $5 for shipping 

BACK IN STOCK! 

Sidney High Football Replay: The 

First Century….. 1896-1996 

By: Dave Ross 
 

This book is a compilation of 100 
years of memories, photos, news articles, 
and statistics of Sidney High Football.  
 
Members $25 plus $8 for shipping 
Non-Members $35 plus $8 for shipping 
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 I love “real photo” postcards from 
long ago.  This style is the kind of mailing 
card made from black and white negatives.  In 
2006 Robert Bogdan of Syracuse University 
and Todd Weseloh published their book about 
these artifacts entitled Real Photo Postcard 

Guide: the People’s Photography. 
 This comprehensive retrospective 
volume of how the real photo post card came 
to be is described as such because anyone in 
the early 1900s could produce his own real 
photo views on postcard paper stock. 
 One of the early producers of postcard 
paper where a negative could be chemically 
transferred to this thick paper product was 
manufactured by George Eastman of Eastman
-Kodak fame.  The commercialization of this 
postcard paper backing began around 1902.  
Pictures of two brands of postcard paper are 
depicted here with their box lid.  CYKO  

The Story of Real Photo Postcards  

and Shelby County 
By Joe Hammann 

started its brand of paper in 1904, and Kodak 
began AZO style production in 1907, after 
merging with the Photo-Materials company.  
 This development followed the 
introduction of the picture postcard to the 
United States, which had occurred earlier in 
1893.  The World Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago in 1893 sold the first “picture” 
postcards in America.  These first picture 
cards were produced by a printing press after 
a photograph had been transferred onto a plate 
or screen coated with colored ink.  It was not 
until five or more years later that the “real 
photo” variety of post card was produced in 
abundant quantity. 
 Any citizen could purchase the Kodak 
camera (or more sophisticated varieties) and 
the developing supplies from a photographic 
company beginning in the late 19th century.  
Most negatives to be reconfigured into 
postcards were originally 5” x 7” in size.  
Before affixing the negative to the CYKO or 
AZO paper, the image was trimmed to 
conform to the 3½” x 5” postcard paper size. 
 Take a look at two examples of the 
1857 high school (Central School on the next 
page) located on the north east corner of 
Poplar and Miami Streets.  This card was 
produced around 1907.  As can be seen, the 
photo artist cut the negative in a slightly 
different manner each time.  This example 
supports the historical data that says these 
cards had to be turned out in the darkroom 
“one at a time.”   
 Shelby County was fortunate to have a 
lot of its early 1900 history recorded by three 
prolific photo postcard enterprises.  One of 
these companies was known as the 
Bellefontaine Art Company.  Their cards are 
distinctive because of their omnipresent white 
border and their accompanying block-like 
calligraphy.  
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 Bellefontaine Art entitled their cards by 
etching the negative before transferring it to the 
postcard paper backing.  Bogdan and Weseloh in 
the research for their book described the process:  

“The most common way of (entitling a 

card) was to write freehand on the 

emulsion side of the negative with clear 

or dark ink…  Finely pointed steel 

pens or camel-hair brushes were used.  

Clear ink yielded black titles on the 

card, black ink yielded white titles.” 

 Bellefontaine Art utilized clear ink as can 
be seen in the adjacent Sidney card depicting 
Poplar Street across from the Court House.  
Bellefontaine Art also inventoried their 
productions, as this one is numbered L20.  
 This writer has found produced cards of 
other communities as far west as Kokomo, 
Indiana, and as far east as Marietta, Ohio.  Thus, 
this company’s photographer travelled widely. 

This could be E. Huntzinger himself with his 
photographic supply bag in the foreground in this 1907 

view the south end of Oak Street. 

Notice the complete representation of the house next to the 
school in this image.  This dwelling still exists in Sidney. Notice the gaslight on the right in this image. 

This Bellefontaine Art Company card is representative of 
their block style printing title and surrounding white 

border.  It dates from about 1909. 

 Another well known producer (among 
local collectors) of the early 1900 real photo 
cards was E. Huntzinger of Piqua, Ohio.  This 
photographer located his studio on the second 
floor of a Main Street business building in 
downtown Piqua. 
 Like Bellefontaine Art, Huntzinger 
recorded many Sidney and Shelby County sites 
and scenes and took his camera to Hoosierland 
as well as snapping views of towns north, east, 
and south of Shelby County. 
 Two examples of Huntzinger’s work 
from around 1907 are the C.H. and D. Depots in 
Sidney and Botkins respectively.  It is interesting 
that Huntzinger chose clear ink for the Sidney 
card and black ink for the Botkins one showing 
up on the cards in just the opposite color from 
the negative.  Huntzinger’s distinct capitalized 
printing can be seen on both cards. 
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This photographer utilized a space to the left where a 
message could be written suggesting this view was 

snapped in 1906 or before. 

 The Cincinnati, Hamilton, and Dayton 
railroad was the forerunner to the Baltimore 
and Ohio which ran north and south through 
Shelby County. 
 The third photographic company that 
visited Shelby County and recorded views was 
the Bryan Postcard Company of Bryan, Ohio.  
The Bryan photographers did their own early 
1900s view of Poplar Street in Sidney, but 
their perspective looked east to west (the 
opposite of the Bellefontaine view 
positioning).  Also, Bryan utilized black ink in 
their emulsions which resulted in the bulk of 
their cards of city views across Indiana and 
Ohio being produced with printed white titles. 

 Finally, some additional small town 
county views are presented here that were 
created by single individuals in their homes. 
 An example by a private citizen is the 
view of downtown Dawson around 1908.  The 
artist utilized his or her own logo to sign the 
view personally.  Dawson’s depot and E.C. 
Pope’s general store are pictured. 
 

Huntzinger had some local boys dress up and pose for this 
1907 view of the Botkins railroad station looking north. 

 A fun message exists on the back of this 
card postmarked Dawson, Ohio, April 22, 1908: 

“Ella, Hall and I got off No.41 today at 

Houston, Ohio, and fished in river till 

noon.  Yes, my appetite is good.  This 

p.m. we are going boat riding and 

fishing in the Miami-Erie canal.  Put 

fishing pole by barn in shop, will you? 

  G.F.” 

 Another small town view snapped by an 
unknown photographer is the town hall in Anna.  
The Anna building still exists.  The producer of the 
Anna card later typed the title in blue ink on the 
left border after the negative was transferred and 
developed on the postcard paper. 
  I find the charm of these ephemeral 
relics unmatched and their production democratic 
and inventive.  I have to think that profit in these 
days was not these photographers’ only motive, 
and they knew they were recording an evolving 
American culture that later generations like ours 
could reflect on and enjoy all the more with these 
inimitable little windows into our history. 

Wagons and the horse and buggy adorn this view of the 
Big 4 Railroad running through Dawson. 

This Bryan Postcard Company view shows Thedieck’s 
Department Store prior to the 1914 fire.  Their inventory 

number can be seen in the lower right corner 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
75 Years ago-1941 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (10) – A new champion sits atop the Church 
league softball throne today.  A champion who came back 
in the Harmon playoffs is dropping the first of two-out-of-
three series to annex the next two straight and reign 
supreme over the junior circuit.  The Boys’ Club is basking 
in the crown-lit glow of the Church league today as they 
displace the Methodists as rulers over the circuit.  Last 
night the club took the deciding game of the playoffs, 4 to 
3, from the 1940 champions, the Methodists.    
 

FT. LORAMIE (11) – Rev. Anthony Moeller, pastor of 
the St. Michael’s church at Fort Loramie, was resting 
comfortably today following his injury in an accident 
yesterday in which three Catholic priests were involved 
while en route to Cincinnati to attend ceremonies 
conducted at St. Clare’s convent in Hartwell.  Father Ulrich 
Miller, Carthagena, received a broken ankle; Father Joseph 
Rosenbauer, Carthagena, chest injuries, and Father Moeller 
face cuts and a sprained wrist.  All returned to their home 
after being given first aid treatment. 
 

SIDNEY (15) – New System BAKERY-next to Library 
SPECIAL.  Announcing a new delight for Sidney lovers of 
good baked goods.  We have new bakers specializing on 
Danish and French Pastries.  Old fashioned Cinnamon 
Rolls, special dozen-15c.  Regular price 20c. dozen.  Danish 
Pastry. Special, dozen-23c. Regular price 30c dozen.  Fresh 
Apple and Strawberry Pies, special 22c. Regular price 25c.  
Eleven kinds of fresh bread every day with no advance in 
price.  When entertaining try our Butter Dinner Rolls.  
They are Sidney finest.  Watch paper every night for three 
real specials.  NEW SYSTEM MARKET-West Side of 
Square. 
 

SIDNEY (17) – Clothes-Books-Fuel.  They bring to mind 
the many uses we can make of ready cash-right now.  Your 
cash credit will enable you to obtain $5 or more quickly, 
conveniently, at the LIMA LOAN COMPANY-126 ½ 
East Poplar St.  40 Years of prompt dependable service. 
 

SHELBY CT. (20) – ITEMS FOR SALE listed in Sidney 
Paper:  Fresh cider 25c per gallon, bring container.  Hi-Way 
Market, North Dixie.  Phone Canal 1783… By owner, 1937 
Ford sedan, small amount of cash to handle deal.  Phone 
Main 1467…Lot on Kossuth street, 43x165, sidewalks, 
water, sewer, electric.  $150 cash.  Joe L. Updegraff, corner 
Kossuth and Broadway…Multi color, Tupperware, stack 
bowls and cups, best offer. Call OBX711…Eligible to 
register Duroc gilts and boars.  Priced to sell.  Inquire R. L. 
Copeland, north of Pt. Jefferson on Montra road. 

bâà É y  à{x ctáà 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

1916-100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

FT. LORAMIE (1) – Julius Quatman had an accident 
happen to him last Monday evening in his auto which 
might have terminated fatally for him.  His car ran into a 
telephone post in Crow’s Hollow, damaging the front end 
of the machine.  A little more care next time Julius. 
 

SIDNEY (1) – Little Anna Marie, the infant daughter of 
Mr.  & Mrs. George Palmisano, was christened with very 
impressive ceremonies at the home of its grandparents.  
Mr. & Mrs. August Palmisano, on west Poplar street, 
Sunday afternoon.  The services were conducted at 3PM by 
Father Fortman of the Holy Angels church and were 
witnessed by a large number of the relatives and friends.   
 

SIDNEY (3)-Fifty years ago Fred Salm, one of Sidney’s 
most substantial business men located in Sidney, and 
immediately became engaged in the furniture and 
undertaking business.  Year by year the business has truly 
Metropolitan store, one of which Sidney should justly feel 
proud of.  The present establishment, a three story brick 
structure with a basement beneath, in addition to a two 
story brick building which used for warehouse and garage, 
representing 16,400 sq. ft. of floor space, is now needed to 
conduct the business.  Two years ago last March Mr. 
Salm’s three sons, William, Edward and Louis became 
associated with their father in the business, since that time 
the firm has been styled Fred Salm and Sons.  Recent 
improvements have been the fitting up of a modern casket 
display room and chapel on the second floor of the main 
building, the installing of a new rug and linoleum 
department on the third floor, and the purchase of a large 
motor truck for delivery purposes to care for their 
increasing business.  
 

SIDNEY (29) – “Grace Hussey’, the famous Sidney 
trotting mare, owned by Smith and Bland, won the 2:10 
trotting race at the Nashville, Tennessee State fair by 
beating Pokémon Go.  A dispatch from Dick Shepherd, 
her driver says she won the race in easy style.  She is 
entered in the races at Memphis, Tennessee, this week.  
“Grace Hussey” has made an enviable record during the 
past few years and is now looked upon as one of the best 
racing mares on the American turf…James Palmisano has 
purchased the Ginn restaurant on the south side of the 
square.  He expects to move the business and fixtures 
within the next few days to the Melropole hotel and will 
conduct the business at that place with his brother George 
Palmisano. 
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Moving?  Please let us know your new address if 
you plan to move.  We don’t want to lose track of 

you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of 
Historical Highlights.  The Post Office will not 
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be 

charged for its return. 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Shelby County  

was created for the long term support of our Historical Society.  Please consider a gift from 

 your will or estate plan to help us keep history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 

       President: Julie Gilardi Vice-President: Faye Spangler       Secretary: Rich Wallace  
       Treasurer: Dave Russell      Director: Tilda Phlipot   
       Trustees: Jim Hall, Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, and Roger Lentz 
       Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
       Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher,  Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, and Faye Spangler  
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Lisa Alvetro, DDS, MSD, Inc. 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
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Ferguson Construction 
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Paul & Linda Keller 
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Dean & Linda Long 
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Dave Ross 
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Sidney Manufacturing Company 
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Rich & Susan Wallace 
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Amy Zorn 


