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b Sldney Hlstorlc Church Tour

Mission: “To actively engage and educate
our community to preserve and
promote local history.”

Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for tomorrow
by understanding the past”

Join us as we
visit six historic
churches in

downtown

020 Sidney on:

5 e October 29
Welcome New Members: 2017
Times

2:00-2:30

¢
32 3:00-3:30

SCHS Memberships

Yearly o
Individual - $25 ' . . ) B
Family - $35 Tickets are available now at the Ross Center
Friends of the Society - $150 Membel's: $10

Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500 Non-Members: $15



August Happenings:

Historic
Erin Pence dressed up to preservationist
help promote the Society Steven McQuillen,
during the Shelby County of Hayesville, OH,
Chamber of Commerce gave a presentation
Job Expo. to local businesses
regarding
preservation grants.

The Society
participated in
Sidney Alive’s

“Amazing Race.”
The ladies visiting are
l-r; Violet “Vi” Gall
Marrick, 94 years

WI, Patricia Gierhart
Johnston of Denver,
CO, and Erma Gall

Gierhart, 99 years
young, of Sidney.

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” « han k yod,

hidden clues: VOLUNTEERS

Here and There-Loose Threads Quilt Club July Volunteer Info:
members are contemporary

Shelby County-Karaoke wasn’t around 31 Volunteers

114 Hours
The clues were found by:
Glen Philips, Patricia Francis, Carole Leffler, Volunteer gift certiﬁcate winners
Mark Deam, Nancy Roettger, and for July:
John and Edna May Laws. Cheryl Michael

Jeanne Schlagetter

The Clu e will be fo‘mi ONLY in the Congratulations! Thank you to all
Out of the Past” section.
our volunteers! We depend on you!

In July, 529 people
participated in SCHS programs.




Largest Poultry Plant in America
By the Reliable Poultry Journal, March 1898

And It Probably Is The Largest In The World-Illustrated
Description of the Mary L. Poultry Plant, Sidney, Ohio,
‘Where Broilers Are

Raised by the thousands-8,000 Laying Hens - A Loft For 80,000 Pigeons-s60,000 Invested
and An Annual Profit of s25,000 in Sight.

We Realize That These Headlines Read Like a Circus Poster, But Look Into the Facts-The
Right Man Makes Anything Possible.

Sidney, Ohio, is a town of six thousand
inhabitants located on the Miami River in the
picturesque and fertile Miami Valley. It is a blue
grass section and one of the prettiest regions in the
Buckeye state. The editor had heard startling
stories for several months about the existence of a

more. But we are getting ahead of our story.

In the first place, Mr. Loughlin is a business
man, and is conducting his poultry experiment
strictly on business principles. The so-
called “fancy” does not interest him one bit. He
does not care whether a hen stands on one leg or on

poultry plant at Sidney, a “World-
beater,” as a number of friends
expressed it, and we were
determined to visit this place sooner
or later and write it up for the
information of our readers. We are
free to say that on arriving at
Sidney, Monday, January 17", and
inspecting the John Loughlin
broiler and egg plant, we struck a
surprise party! We have traveled
thousands of miles visiting poultry
plants of different kinds, in the

interest of the R.P.J., but never|
before have we come upon an
establishment to be compared with

three. He does not care whether a
chicken’s tail grows straight out
behind, or is set on at a right angle.
He is interested first, last and all the
time in numbers of chicks, in pounds
of flesh, and in the amount of money
derived there from that goes into the
bank.

Mr. Loughlin is a successful
business man. He is the head and
| front of the Sidney School Furniture
| Company, the largest in existence,
*  |and is an important factor in the
. |management of four other large
_|corporations. He has made three or

Mr. John Loughlin

four fortunes and had kept them. He

the Mary L. Poultry Plant. After
spending two hours with Mr. Loughlin, the builder
and proprietor of this plant, we told him candidly
that if we had met him down town and he had
stated the facts about his poultry venture, we should
have considered him daft, and would have
recommended that he be taken in charge by the
proper authorities.

In view of our personal experience with
broilers, and what we have learned of the
experience of not a few other people, it would have
been a severe strain on our credulity for a man to
tell us that he had 22,000 broilers that were alive
and doing well; that he was marketing two hundred
to two hundred and sixty a day without a slip,
Sundays included, and had been doing this a year or

has invested $60,000 (a good sized
fortune, by the way, for an ordinary man) in this
poultry experiment, and we are free to say that we
do not believe he has made a bad investment. Let
us repeat his story as he told it to us. When we
reached the Mary L. Poultry Plant, (named for his
only child) we found the office door locked and a
sign hung out, “Visitors not admitted.” But we had
in our possession a letter from Mr. A.F. Cooper, of
the Prairie State Incubator Company, which proved
to be an “Open sesame” and we were very
courteously received by the man in charge. Mr.
Loughlin had been to the farm that morning, but had
returned to his town office. The man in charge
telephoned to him and he drove out immediately.
We could not have been treated more kindly by



anyone Seated in his office, located in the
horseshoe shaped building; he told us how he came
to embark in the broiler business.
Became Interested in the
Poultry Question

“I have here a one hundred and forty acre
farm, a farm without a weed, as I style it, for I
employ a man in season who does nothing else but
keep down every weed on the one hundred and
forty acres. Up over the top of the hill yonder is a
large fish pond well stocked with choice fish, and
beyond it to the right is a squirrel park inhabited of
present by hundreds of squirrels. Just beyond the
new egg-house yonder is a summer residence or
club house with stock barns, where my wife and
daughter and I spend days and weeks during the
summer time, enjoying life. There are two periods
in a business man’s life. One is, the getting into
business and earning a competency. The other is,
getting out of business and becoming so situated
that one can really enjoy the closing years. I have
passed through the first period with success, and am
now at work trying to solve the second problem and
enter upon a second period.

“To a man accustomed to very active
business life, this farm, in spite of its natural
beauties, looked lonesome. [ wanted something
going on here that would interest me: that would
give me something to do every day in the year, and
make me feel at home. On thinking the situation
over, the chicken business occurred to me. I had
read more or less about the profits to be made in
broiler raising and in keeping fowls in large
numbers. I began to look into the subject, and soon
became deeply interested. 1 admit that the
information obtainable was not at all satisfactory,
and when I came to visit so-called large and
prosperous poultry plants, I was disgusted, and felt
a contempt for poultry raising as a business. Still, I
kept thinking on the subject, and although my wife
tried to dissuade me, you see how far I have gotten
into it. Let me say that I have gone far enough now
to have no further doubts as to the profitable
outcome of the venture. I can see several thousand
dollars annual profit in the business from this time
on. There is no further question in my mind about
that.

“The poultry plants I visited - and they were
supposed to be as large as any in the country - were
shabby affairs, consisting of scattered wooden

buildings, put up apparently with no definite object
in view and showing not only bad management, but
as a rule, a lack of capital. I am enough of a
business man to know that it is hard to succeed in
any business where the needed capital is lacking. 1
soon concluded that if I was to succeed as I wished
to with my poultry venture, money would have to
be spent freely and the business conducted on a
large scale. I planned these houses myself just as
you see them, and you will find here things that are
radically different from anything you have seen
heretofore. I was considerably amused when Mr.
Cooper first visited me, with a view to selling me
Prairie State Incubators. When I outlined to him
my plans, he actually hesitated about selling me any
incubators at all, on the ground that I would not
succeed if I followed the plans I had decided on,
and he evidently did not wish to be mixed up to any
extent in my colossal failure. I told him that what |
proposed to do might be equivalent to
revolutionizing the broiler business, but I had faith
in my own ideas and was determined to put them to
a through test before abandoning them. The fact is,
I was so confident of their practicability that I said
to myself, ‘If this plan does not work out, I’ll close
down the establishment and quit the business
altogether. I don’t know that I meant it, but this is
what I thought about it at the time. I did not then
know a hen from a duck, but I take keen interest in
handling new problems, and must confess that this
poultry venture interests me very much.”
Description of the Plant

We have here probably the largest poultry
plant in the world. Certainly there is nothing to
equal it on the American continent. Mr. Loughlin
has thus far expanded the neighborhood of $60,000
and he is not yet through. At the time of our visit
he had in the neighborhood of 22,000 broilers, was
operating thirty 300 egg-sized Prairie State
incubators, had 3,000 laying hens in his egg house,
and had been turning out for a year past from 200 to
260 broilers daily. But this does not tell it all. He
believes that he has a capacity of upwards of 390
broilers per day and 150 dozen eggs per day, and he
is building a pigeon loft in the upper part of the
laying or egg house, where he proposes to keep
30,000 pigeons and to raise squab for market by the
hundreds of dozens. We know that these figures
sound fabulous, but $60,000 to him is about equal
to what $4.50 would be to the editor of a poultry

paper.



The Mary L. building is 320 feet long from
front to rear, the loop or horseshoe being 480 feet in
length from where it leaves the main building,
around the loop to where it joins the shipping room,
located across the roadway from the office. This
loop is divided into sixty pens, 8x12 feet in size.
The egg house, including the two-story building
and the long extension where the laying hens are
kept, is 560 feet in length and 40 feet wide. These
large buildings are constructed entirely of stone,
brick and slate, excepting the doors and window
sash. Heavy stone foundations were put in, brick
walls were then put up and slate roofs put on.
There is really nothing foolishly extravagant in the
construction of these buildings, but they are up to
stay. Expense was not spared to make them both
lasting and suitable for the work at hand. As a
matter of fact it is evident on every side that the
man who put up these buildings had had experience
in this line, for the arrangements are convenient to
an extent that will work an important savings in
time and labor as long as these buildings are used.
Said Mr. Loughlin, “I aimed in building this plant
not to waste a dollar, but to have it right, according
to my ideas.”

A New Idea Chick Nursery

In the incubator room, thirty, 300 egg-size
machines are used, and as it takes only 21 days for
a machine full of eggs to hatch, one and a half
machines would be empty each day, but as this
would not work, one machine is filled today and
two machines tomorrow, and this is kept up
continually. In other words, 300 eggs are set one
day, and 600 the next day, and so on indefinitely.
This gives an average of 450 eggs placed in the
incubators daily, Sundays and holidays included.
When the machine is done hatching, the chicks are
placed in the dummy elevator located in the rear
right hand corner of the incubator room, and are
sent up to the nursery department. These chicks,
few or many, are placed in pen one. The next day
when two incubators “come off,” as the expression
is, the chicks in the pen one are driven into pen two,
and the total number of chicks hatched during the
two days from the three incubators that is from 900
untested eggs, are divided equally in pens one and
two. This is kept up day after day.

Has Things Down Fine

We are now beginning to get an insight into

Mr. Loughlin’s plan for raising broilers in

wholesale
The main building consists of two stories. The quantities with the
basement extends par way out of the ground and is least possible
lighted by half windows. In the forward end of this expenditure o
basement are located the large boilers for heating the time and labor.

plant with hot water. In the rear two-thirds of this

basement is located the incubator room. In the uppepg

story are located the office and large nursery room %2

for chicks. The office is located in the front
part of the upper story, also at a storage

room for feed, etc., and the
large nursery room is located
to the rear of this in the
larger half of the building.

e AL

Only four men are
required to do all
the work
connected  with
the broiler
establishment.

Here we have four
men running
_|thirty incubators,
|handling in the
neighborhood of

22,000  broilers
and marketing an
average of 250
broilers daily,

Sundays included.
We do not know
of any other plan
that could have
- - |been hit upon




where so much could be done at so small a cost in
time and labor. In keeping with his training as a
business man who has built up the largest school
desk factory in the world, Mr. Loughlin runs this
broiler plant like clockwork.

Everything is done by requisition. There is
a general utility man whose business is to provide
450 eggs on an average for the daily use of the man
in charge of the incubators. This utility man is also
fireman and attends to the shipping of the broilers.
There is one man in charge of the incubators,
another in charge of the nursery department and the
fourth man in charge of the horseshoe. At present it
is Mr. Loughlin’s determination to run this plant at
least at a daily capacity of upwards of 200 broilers.
This is the minimum. To accomplish this and make
sure that everything is running according to his
wishes and that each man is doing his part, the man
in charge of the incubator room makes a written
requisition on the man who provides the 450 eggs
daily and these eggs must be on hand.

The man in charge of the nursery
department makes a daily requisition in writing on
the man in charge of the incubator room for 200
chicks. Whatever number is hatched above the 200
is set down on a separate slip called an excess slip.
This excess may amount to 150 chicks in one day,
and only 25 to 50 another day, depending on the
fertility of the eggs, but there is a wide enough
margin so as that as a matter of fact considerable
more than 200 chicks per day have been marketed
for several months past.

The man in charge of the horseshoe also
makes a daily requisition on the man in charge of
the nursery department for 200 chicks, and issues
an excess slip for any number of chicks received
above 200. Of course the object all along the line is
to show as much of an excess as possible, for Mr.

shipping clerk to the man in charge of the
horseshoe, have ranged in the past few months
between forty and sixty. In other words, the
average output of the establishment for some time
previous to January 17, was 250 broilers per day.

In Summation

So much for John Loughlin, Sidney, Ohio.
Next to being the editor of R.P.J., we should like to
own this 140 acre farm. We should like to fish in
Mr. Loughlin’s pond and believe that if the
hundreds of squirrels in his natural park were
driven up into one end, we could manage to hit one
or two with a double barreled shot-gun. Joking
aside, however, here is the biggest thing of the kind
in poultrydom. Knowing what we now know, we
would travel a thousand miles to see the Mary L.
Poultry Plant and spend two hours in conversation
with its proprietor. We have more faith in the
market poultry business after seeing this plant and
getting the facts concerning it, and must conclude
that if conducted on a proper basis, with good
business judgment, there is money in broilers.

Up to the time of our visit to Sidney and our
conversation to “money in broilers,” we had not
been able to hear the word broilers, or see it in print
without reverting in memory to our personal
experience with broilers, when we dreamed of
producing eight thousand a year, but marketed, in
reality, as a result of one season’s trial, seventeen
broilers at fifteen cents each! This visit to Sidney is
simply further proof that no man knows it all, and
that many, many things are possible only up to the
time that the right man comes along, then
everything is possible, almost. To John Loughlin,
as the Napoleon of the broiler business, it would
really seam that nothing is impossible. May his
tribe increase.

Loughlin keeps a close watch
on this, and here is where the||
reward comes in if the men do
extra well. The shipping clerk
on his part makes a daily order
on the man in charge of the
horseshoe for 200 chicks to ship
to market. Asked how much
the daily shipments have
exceeded the 200 mark, Mr.
Loughlin stated that the excess
slips issued by the

e
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The SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
75 Years Ago-1942-SEPT
Compiled by Anne Morrow

ANNA-(10%)-Mrs. Flora Tirey left Saturday for a visit with
her husband, Dr. J. W. Tirey, who is now with the army air
corps, stationed at Fort Mitchell, New York....Lowell Fogt,
who was inducted into the service some six months back,
and graduated last Friday from Casey Jones school of
aeronautics in Newark, N.J. after 19 weeks of intensive
training as a ground mechanic, surprised his parents, Mr.&
Mrs. Clarence Fogt, other members of the family and
friends by coming home Sunday for an overnight
visit....Anna District Historical Society will hold an open
house soon at 112 W. Main St...Roy Katterhenry, formerly
of Anna, came home to visit his father, Ben Katterhenry,
his brothers and sisters, near Sidney....Anna is now on the
map of those who travel by air. The name of the village is
prominently displayed from the roof of the town hall.

ANNIVERSARY (14%) — Mr. & Mrs. Adolph Eilerman
were pleasantly surprised when a group of relatives came to
remind them of their fifth wedding anniversary on Sunday
evening. Cards and games were played; later a delicious
lunch was served to the following: Mr.& Mrs. Henry
Kuether and family, Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Kuether, Mr. &
Mrs. Ray Pleiman and family, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Kuether
and family, Mr. & Mrs. Ben Schemmel, Mr. & Mrs. Ben
Kuether and family, Mrs. Elizabeth Eilerman and family,
Mr. & Mrs. Urban Bergman, Mr. & Mrs. Ferd Fleckenstein
and family, Ray Schemmel, Lee Schemmel, John
Fleckenstein and Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Eilerman and son,
Thomas. Mr. & Mrs. Albert Eilerman and family and M.
& Mrs. John Albers and family were unable to attend.

SIDNEY-Mrs. Andy Hemmert has returned from a short
visit in Columbus with her mother, Mrs. Matilda Gutman.
She was accompanied home by Miss Betty Steward, who
had spent the past week in the Gutman home...Leading
the horses to the post as marshal of the day at the races will
be one of Shelby county’s most interesting personalities-
Mrs. George W. Limbert-who she said yesterday, has been
riding since she was four years old. Mrs. Limbert, who has
suffered numerous broken bones to cinch her
qualifications as a true horse woman, will ride Red
McDonald-a 26 year-old Chestnut sorrel- so sleck and well
cared for that many people refuse to believe his age,
according to Mrs. Limbert. But she can vouch for 21 of
those years-for she has owned him for that long. In
addition to Red McDonald the Limberts have two other
riding horses, Rare Coin and Sandy Gal, at their home
directly back of the fairgrounds.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
SEPT.-1917-100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

HOUSTON-W. L Flinn and family took advantage of the
nice day last week and attended the Ohio State Iair and
made calls about the city of Columbus...We have a Well
Factory in the nearness, a Mr. Slaybaugh of Anna is busy
making wells for a number in the vicinity...A goodly
number from this place and from the community attended
the Darke County fair and report a lively, lovely time.

RUSSIA (141h)-A change in the date of the school was
made at the meeting of the Board of Education Monday
evening on account of the delay in making needed repairs.
School will open Monday, September 24, instead of
September 17.

OSU-Among the students who will leave Sunday and
Monday to enter the Ohio State University at Columbus
are: Misses Ruth Lee, Stella Kenny, Ruth Bennett, Mary
Harbour, and Messrs. Kerr Fulton, Lewis Windle, Gerald
Minton, Harold Richards and Lauer Stephenson, of
Rosewood.

FT. LORAMIE (21s)-So far we have also contributed
our quota towards the mobilization of the new National
Army on Wednesday of this week the following boys were
summoned to Sidney; Frank Gerling, Andrew Bollheimer,
Ferd Arkenberg and Chatles Beaver. They left Sidney for
Chillicothe at 10:15 a.m. Wednesday morning....Saturday
morning at 8 o’clock Mr. Carothers, of Miami University
will begin a class of teachers in extension work at the
school building in town. All teachers interested in this
work are invited to attend this class...A pocketbook
containing some money, debit card and keys was found by
Ben Bramiage. The owner may have the same by calling at
Bramiage Milling Co....The Short’s school began last
Wednesday, Miss Pauline Ernst teaching...William Bros.
have just received a fine big line of ladies fall coats. A
good time to select now....Messrs. John and Edmund
Quinlin have both joined the U. S. army. The former at
Rockford, IIl., and the later at Chillicothe. That makes a
total of six from Ft. Loramie. Other towns please take
notice.

HOUSTON (21st)-There will be a social in Cromet’s Hall
Saturday evening of this week. Ice cream and hot lunch.
Everybody welcome...Walter Pittsenbarger has accepted a
position as barber in Anna...Mrs. S. D. Wick spent a part
of last week at Toledo with her son William. She was
accompanied by him to Detroit by steamer and from there
to Cleveland to visit her son Thane, and returned home
Monday. William will return to Toledo in a few days.
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Moving? Please let us know your new address if
you plan to move. We don’t want to lose track of
you, and we don’t want you to miss an issue of
Historical Highlights. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you, and we will be
charged for its return.




