Update on the front porch

and sewer project.

The porch is being fixed by
Restoration Builders, owned by [

stonemason and the owner of the
GreatStone Castle here in Sidney.
He and his crew have removed all
the displaced limestone block so g
they can be cleaned and repaired. | ~2%

He has also ordered a new pillar that |
will match the already existing =
pillars. i

The original sewer line scan was from just inside the basement wall to
the street. It showed a blockage at 13 feet, which is right under the middle of
the porch, and at 16 feet, which is in the flower bed. When a second scan was
completed and the blockage marked, it was only in the flower bed. Keller
hired Robert Spearman to replace the sewer line from the porch to the street,
and to install the cleanout.

The next day the sewer backed-up in the basement. Keller reviewed
the situation and decided to scan the sewer line from both bathrooms to the
cleanout. The sewer line was completely backed up with blockage. Lochard’s
spent an entire morning cleaning and flushing the sewer line. Once it was
cleaned out they tried scanning the line from both bathrooms to the cleanout
but due to a broken pipe they were not able to complete the scan. The spot of
the broken pipe has been marked so Keller can cut a hole in the basement
floor so Lochard’s can have access to replace the broken pipe. Once the pipe
is repaired the sewer line will be rescanned. Everyone is very hopeful that
this scan will show the sewer line is clean, but no one knows for sure. Since
there are still so many variables, a final cost has not been set for this project.
Once the final decision has been made that we do not have to remove the
porch for any reason, Keller will complete the process of rebuilding the porch.

We have not forgotten the Society’s Annex in this process. A second
scan was completed last week showing that the sewer line comes out toward
North Ave. by the alley. It then makes a turn and runs across the front of the
building until it makes a turn to the right and joins the main sewer line. This
scan showed the sewer line has a break in the line just after it turns to the
right, which will have to be replaced at the same time the cleanout is installed.

The Shelby County Historical Society staff and board are working with

contractors to find ways to get all these repairs completed so we can move
forward on renovations with the Annex and achieving our dreams and goals
for the future.




What a great honor to be
invited to present an exhibit at not
one but two fairs this year! The
Shelby County Historical Society
was invited to the Shelby County Fair
(pictured to the left). Our exhibit
focused on the upcoming Shelby
County Bicentennial.

To the right is the Ohio State
Fair, where we presented a small
exhibit focused on WWI, which is
also a part of our current exhibit at
the Ross Center, “Tragedy and
Turmoil, 1900-1925.”

Both installations were well

attended!

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”
hidden clues:

Sidney/Ft. Sill, OK-Americium is an
element on the periodic table.
Rock Run District (2nd)- William F. Cody
was Buffalo Bill

The clues were found by:
Phil and Mary Salm

The clue will be found ONLY in the
“Out of the Past” section.

<nhank yo,

YOLUNTEERS
July Volunteer Info:
36 Volunteers
116 Hours

Volunteer gift certificate winners
for July:
Drew Barber
Allison May

Congratulations! Thank you to all
our volunteers! We depend on you!
In July, 530 people
participated in SCHS programs.




“Osceola” and Sidney, Ohio
By: Terry Lee

Terry Lee taught American History in the 1950s and later served on the Shelby County Historical
Society’s Board of Directors. He published, in 2004, the book: Postcard Images of Shelby County. Lee also
has published over 100 articles on Ohio and Shelby County History. He served for several years as the antique
judge at the Shelby County Fair.

He visited the Seminole Museum AH-TAH-TH-KI located about 50 miles into the Everglades in South

Florida for some of the research on this article. Lee and his wife, Diane, a former teacher in the Anna and
Sidney Schools, now live in Venice, Florida.

As the Seminole War in the 1830s
continued in a parlay with Federal Officials,
Osceola made his stand clear, by slashing the
proposed removal treaty with
his  knife. Thus, the war

Why would a group of men organize
in Sidney, Ohio to recognize a Florida Indian
Leader? This article will delve into this
relationship, and why these
groups formed throughout the

United States. This article continued where Osceola, a
has many historical gaps over | sueeey - - 4 brilliant military tactician, was
the several decades of three [\& successful waging war against
Seminole Wars, to | Winfield Scott, Zachary Taylor

and David Crockett. All
believed they would rout
Osceola in short order.

On October 20, 1837,
& | Osceola fell victim to treachery.
He had been assured, under a
white flag of truce, for the
Il | purpose of negotiations, but was
\/|seized and imprisoned. Osceola
‘|was sent to Fort Moultrie in
| Charleston, South  Carolina,
. |where he died in January 1838.
' %J This action outraged the country

concentrate on the |
fascinating, but dreadful |
account of Osceola. The @&
basic issue involved was the |
1830 Indian Removal Act|
under  President  Andrew |
Jackson, who had not bee
successful during his earlier [ %
days (1818) as General, in|
removing the Seminoles from
Florida.

Osceola had not been |
born to chieftaincy among the |

Seminole’s, his  physical and built sympathy toward
stature, his courage and his Osceola can still be seen on fall | Osceola.
talent for speech making had afternoons riding his horse, After Osceola’s death,

bought him to prominence.
Osceola believed himself to
be the leader of the Seminole

Renegade, onto the football field
at the Florida Seminole College
home games.

his doctor stayed. He wanted a
trophy. He severed Osceola’s
head from his neck, under the

Nation in their fight for Florida. Both
Seminoles and Americans took him at his
own evaluation. Osceola knew he fought not
only for Seminoles, but for every red man in
America.

chin, at the fifth cervical vertebra. There were
rumors circulated that the head was removed prior
to death. He then transferred both head and body
into a coffin and tied a scarf around the neck.
Immediately, before the funeral, the head was



removed and the coffin sealed. The corpus
was quickly interred.  The head was
embalmed, according to a “special formula”

BEGREE TERM
—————
QSCEOLA

of Dr. Weedon. Weedon maintained a drug PRI ES
| Ncaumﬁ

store and the head was displayed in the drug
store window, and some documents indicated
the head was for sale. The separate existence
of Osceola’s head eventually ended, when a
New York Museum caught fire and the head,
which had been on public display, was
destroyed in the fire.

The United States was involved in a
war that many of the American People did
not approve of or want. The U.S. had spent

$40 million dollars and over 1,000 soldiers Sidney POStcard that shows 37 members that
lives in a futile effort to save the Florida promoted and paraded for the Florida Indian leader,

Osceola. The postcard is featured on page 52 of the
2004 book Postcard Images of Shelby County. The
picture depicts the “Degree Team,” which means the

“territory and swamp” from “a desperate
danger.”

The Seminoles outlasted the U.S.
Troops in three wars. The Seminoles never
signed a peace treaty with the U.S.
Government, and are known, even today, as
the unconquered.

Nevertheless, most of the Seminoles’
were eventually “shipped” along a path of
misery and death, referred to as a “Trail of
Tears,” to what is now Seminole County in
Oklahoma. Nearby towns are Tecumseh,
Shawnee and other names with which this

FORT MOULTRIE AND GRAVE OF OCEELA THE INDIAN CHIEF, CHARLESTON, S. C.

At death, Seminoles, by custom, are
buried with their heads to the west, which
in Osceola’s case is interesting.

standing among groups of recognition, and
“Encampment” means place where they met.

area of Ohio are familiar. The Indian name
for people was “Okla” and for red was
“Houma”-thus Oklahoma. By 1880 there
were only 200 Seminoles left in the Florida
Everglades. Today (2018) 1,350 Seminoles
remain in the four reservations within the
Everglades.

In death, Osceola captured the hearts
and minds of Americans, as he had begun to
do in life, and thus, made himself a legend
which was transferred to groups, as in
Sidney, Ohio.

Florida has a county named after
Osceola and many cities have a streets
named after the Seminole Indian leader.




Mysteries at the 5‘%%@‘%

/ ’ , ?;.QPQ; 072?
Ross Historical Center: iy e
Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. fid

1882 Record of Surveys Book No. 1

Every now and then we receive artifacts that often have a more mysterious background than they do in their
purpose. In the middle of July, one such artifact waltzed through our doors, whose story gave a sense of amazement
to all of us on staff at the Shelby County Historical Society. A gentleman eagerly brought in a large cardboard box,
and inside was quite possibly one of the greatest kinds of treasures: a large, leather bound survey record book
containing copies of several original land surveys for parts of Shelby County. This volume originally belonged to
Wilbur A. Ginn, Shelby County Surveyor and City Engineer during the 1880’s, who had copied them in 1882 from
surveys in Shelby County starting in January of 1833 taken from Wells, Counts,
and Sherman’s notes until 1865. By some miracle, this book made its way
back to Ohio from Georgia, where it had spent a large portion of the last 4
50 years or so. In the 1930’s, a young widow by the name of Ruth _ @ ;
Hatfield was taken under wing by the Ginn family, who passed _g# z
this book to her, where in turn she passed it down until her @8
granddaughter asked her relative to return it home to
Shelby County. Inside this survey book are many pages %
filled with surveyed lots of land throughout the county.
Included are a drawing of the lots in Rumley, the McPherson
Section, the Agricultural Society’s lands (the fairgrounds today),
and many other smaller lots scattered across its pages.

e —

Wilbur A. Ginn
Wilbur Allen Ginn was born on December 9, 1862, to George and Frances Elvira (Wells) Ginn and
spent the majority of his childhood on a farm in Green Township near Plattsville in Shelby County. In the early
1880’s, Mr. Ginn was a Surveyor and City Engineer for Shelby County, the book above having been recorded by him
in the mid 1880’s. On Dec. 29, 1886, he married Maggie Watson, and together they had three children, Wells, George,
and Leah. Either before or after his marriage, he moved to Logan County and on June 5, 1893, he enlisted with the Co.
F Lawrence Cadets out of Bellefontaine. He remained there and from 1897 to 1900 he was the Logan County
Surveyor. All appears to be going well for Mr. Ginn until October of 1898, however, when
he was arrested for intercepting a letter and obstruction of the United States Mail, an
action which resulted from his current divorce lawsuit. According to the Xenia Daily
Gaczette, he thought the letter could be used as evidence against his wife, for whom
he was suing to get a divorce. In the spring of 1899, he was indicted by the Grand
Jury in Cincinnati and fined $5 for misuse of the mail. In October of 1900, Mr.
Ginn left Bellefontaine for Columbus, where he got a position as chief engineer
\ to work on the U. M. & C. electric line for the railroad running from
Columbus to Urbana. In 1902, he also was appointed surveyor for the electric
line between Bellefontaine and Sidney and in 1905 helped connect Zanesfield
- |to Cleveland. By 1911, he had moved to Sanford, Florida where he worked as
' | a civil engineer and clerk for Seminole County. Sometime before 1915, he
had remarried to Mildred Bailey from Zanesville, Ohio and the two spent the
remainder of their years together living in Sanford. Wilbur A. Ginn passed
away from a heart attack the day after his birthday on Dec. 10, 1936.

-
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Wednesday, October 10

m m m “\ and Thursday, October 11
SENAINE=" Times (each night)
6.00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. -7:30 p.m.
Tickets on sale This year’s tour stops:
The Senior Center/Cameo Theatre
at the ROSS Center The Old Shelby County Jail and
Call: 937-498-1653 the Masonic Lodge
) With many ghostly
to purchase your tickets NOW! stories in between!
We Get Mail!

Historical Society,

As a subscriber to the Sidney Daily News
we want to thank all involved with the Learning
About Legacy. The students in Sara Olding’s
English Class can be commended for their
\ research and writing on those who made Sidney
® \ what Sidney is today, from Julia Lamb Stadium,
: ~the Goode Castle, Wagner Manufacturing, etc.
From each article we were, “Oh, | remember
that,” to “who knew?” An excellent assignment!
Thank you for sharing with the readers of the
SDN.

Don and Judy Seitz
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THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
1948- SEPT. - 70 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

ANNA (7%h)-The Anna village school opened last week
with a full staff of teachers with the exception of a
vocational  agriculture  instructor. The faculty:
Kindergarten, C. S. Louis; First grade, Lela Minniear;
second grade, Leoma Wittenberg; third grade Elsie Counts;
fourth grade, Ruberta Blanke; fifth, grade, Mildred Leady;
sixth grade, Howard Pfaadt; seventh grade, sponsor,
Lorena Drewes, English, biology, girls physical education,
library; eighth grade sponsor, Betty Fridley, commercial;
ninth grade sponsor, Marion Hall, social science, boys
physical education, coaching. Tenth grade sponsor, Emily
Seifert, English, Spanish, Latin; tenth grade sponsor, Helen
Watts, vocational home economies; eleventh grade
sponsor, Paul Schilling, science; twelfth grade sponsor,
Luther Fogt, assistant principal, social science, math; Marie
Muller, music; Hazel Leininger, English, commercial,
library’ Charles Stewart, principal, math. School custodian,
Elza Schiff; cafeteria, Mrs. J. W. Heiland, manager; Mrs.
Clyde Boyer, Mrs. LeRoy Elsass, Mrs. Harry Elsass,
assistants, Bus driver, Luther Fogt, Howard Pfaadt, Paul
Schilling, John Yinger.

SIDNEY (9%)-Dr. Lon Cooper, Sidney chiropodist since
1946, will occupy a suite of new offices in the Ohio
building on or near September 15, he announced today.
New location will be one floor up to suite 346-352, where
he will occupy eight rooms that have been extensively
remolded. The new offices will be completely furnished
with the most modern medical equipment and will have
complete facilities for the practice of general chiropody,
chiropodical orthopedics and physical therapy.

JACKSON CENTER (24")-The men in the top photo
were snapped by a Sidney Daily News photographer after
they had completed cutting and shocking ten acres of corn
for a neighbor Harvey Glick of Jackson Center, who is
convalescing from recent surgery. Pictures are Lauren
Lenhart, Perry Heintz, Orville Fries, Ernest Smith, Lewis
Wiessinger, Francis Swartz, Harry Hawkins, Merton
Maxwell, John Ambos, Ferd McKercher, Alfred Groves,
Lester Leininger, Roy Forsythe, Oliver Snider, Ted Gross,
Raymond Faler, Roy Metz, Pete Kaufman, John Forsythe,
Ed Maxwell, Howard Lawhead, Roy Elsass, Catl Robinson,
Lou Brideweiser, Bill Protsman, Myron Davis, Paul
Helmlinger, Ivan Metz, Bud Allenbaugh, Harold Faler is
not shown. HAMD.

THE DEMOCRAT-1918
SEPTEMBER - 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

SHELBY CT.-The Local Draft Board estimates that
between 2600 and 2700 men between the ages of 18 and
21 and between 31 and 45, which includes all who have not
reached 46 years, will register for military service in Shelby
County on September 12. All men within the new ages,
whether citizens of the United States or not, must register
unless they are diplomatic or consular representatives of
foreign nations. In case of illness on the registration day,
arrangements for tardy enrollment may be made with the
local boards and men who expect to be absent from their
homes may register by mail, sufficiently in advance that the
registration record reaches the board by Sept. 12.

SIDNEY (10%) -Not for many years have the streets of
Sidney been so devoid of motor vehicles as on Sunday
proving that automobile owners of the city cheerfully
complied with the federal request for no joy riding and
unnecessary use of automobiles as a patriotic duty to save
gasoline. Violators of the order were few in number and
those persons who did venture out with their cars during
the day found out that there was something going on.
Cries of “slacker” could be heard as soon as they put in an
appearance. Auto license numbers were taken from many
drones and will be sent to the State Department at
Columbus for future reference. There has been nothing
but praise for the spirit of loyalty shown by the auto
owners who did obey the order. All filling stations were
closed and not a gallon of gasoline was sold during the day.
Violators of the rule are being universally condemned by
the general public about the streets today.

LOCKINGTON- J.L. Lutteral, of Lockington,
manufacturer of handmade high class violins, as his
contribution to the Shelby County War Chest, made a very
fine high grade violin. This violin is to be turned over to
the Shelby County committee to be sold in any manner to
committee may be determine and the proceeds to go
towards the War Chest and constitute Mr. Lutteral’s
contribution to that worthy cause.

SIDNEY (29%)-The Spanish Influenza has made its
appearance in Sidney. The first case was reported Tuesday
morning by Dr. Wm. Millholland. It was Mr. Wellbaum
who came here from Bradford several months ago and has
been working in this city. For some time he has been
employed in public work, doing work on the streets of
Sidney. He called at the office of Dr. Millholland who at
once diagnosed the case as Spanish Influenza.
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