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Welcome New Members: 
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Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

September 2019 Edition 

The Levy: In Unity there is Strength 
By Rich Wallace, Levy Coordinator & SCHS Board Secretary 

 

“Unite-Preserve-Educate! It is the rallying cry of your Historical Society 

along with four other Shelby County historical societies and museums. 

Organizations from Anna, Botkins, Jackson Center and Ft. Loramie have united 

with us to ask the voters with one voice to approve a .25 mill real estate tax levy 

on November 5, 2019. 

All of the groups approached the Shelby County Commissioners together 

and requested their permission to place this small levy on the ballot. The 

commissioners unanimously agreed. The voters will have a chance to show their 

support for the county’s historical legacy. It is a legacy which spans more than 

250 years from the days of Peter Loramie’s Trading Post (the first pioneer 

settlement in Shelby County) to a thriving county community which has 

produced the likes of Nobel Prize in Medicine winner Paul Lauterbur- the co-

inventor of the MRI. 

Anna, Botkins, Jackson Center, Ft. Loramie and your Society all have 

distinct stories to tell, but they share a common vision for the future and a 

common need: operating funds to preserve their heritage and educate all county 

residents on the value of knowing our history. 

The Cost? For those owning a home worth $100,000, the cost will be 

$8.75 a year- or about a little over two cents a day. Do you want my “two cents” 

as they say? I think it is a pretty good deal. One levy will result in a gift of life to 

five county historical organizations. All five groups have entered into a written 

revenue sharing arrangement based on a formula suggested by the 

commissioners. 

The Need? None of the museums get any regular funding from the county 

or any other governmental entities. Most do not have sufficient funds to provide 

adequate utilities during the winter. Your Society has had to use well over 

$150,000 from funds set aside for a future endowment to pay for ongoing 

operations over the last several years. Why did we do that? The Board of 

Directors believes the ongoing mission of the Society and its youth programming 

are just too important to be cut back. We all know some things in life are 

priceless. The value of the legacy we were given and the worth of the legacy we 

will leave behind are indeed priceless. 

The Plan? We have a great story to tell. We are working on a 

concentrated strategy which will include a state of the art social media campaign 

and a boots-on-the-ground effort to get the word out to all county voters. 

What can you do? Contact our staff with the names of those who will 

either work on the campaign or will support all county historical organizations 

with their vote. Go to our website shelbyhistorymuseumslevy.com for more 

information or like us on Facebook at Shelby County, Ohio History Museums. 

Stay tuned. In the next two newsletters you will receive more information 

on the levy and the campaign. 

Unite-Preserve-Educate! Together we can do this! 
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Volunteers 

July Volunteer Info: 

 47 Volunteers 

198  Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for July: 
Jane Jones 

Mike Jones 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 

our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In July, 357 people  

participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues: 

 

Shelby Ct. (14th)-Jim Watkins wasn’t the 
School Superintendent 

OHIO-50 MPH wasn’t a law yet 
 

The clues were found by: 
 

 

 
 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

We Get Mail! 
Dear Tilda, 

 The tea yesterday was positively lovely.  It was 

such a treat to feel elegant with beautiful china, cloth 

napkins, flowers on the table and sparkling conversation 

around it.  I really enjoyed seeing your daughter all grown 

up and meeting your friends. 

 And, of course, the food was delicious; although I 

still think we did it a great disservice by consuming it.  

The sandwiches, scones and desserts were way too pretty 

to eat.  Linda’s talk, - and yours, too - were so interesting.  

The committee created a wonderful event. 

 Thanks again for inviting me to be your guest it 

made me feel special the whole rest of the day. 

    Patti The 2019 Summer Tea 
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Upcoming Events 
September 12th @ 7 pm 

An Interesting (and Humorous) Journey Through Shelby County’s  

Legal History & Courthouse Observance for the  

First Meeting of the Shelby County Grand Jury 
 

Location: Common Pleas Court, 101 E. Court Street, Sidney (Shelby County Courthouse) 

This event is free and open to the public. 
 

September 18th @ 10 am   

Bicentennial - World Record Event 
 Have you ever wondered what it was like to participate in a world record breaking event? Well, look 

no further! Shelby County students and the community will enter into a chorus of "Pshhhh...tic!" to break 

the world record for opening a drink can simultaneously. The current record established in Japan was set in 

2018 when, all at one time, 1,204 people opened a soft drink can. 

 Securing this record is significant to Shelby County Ohio where the process for mass-producing pop

-top drink cans originated at the Stolle Corporation in Sidney. Guinness World Records officials will be on 

hand to validate the attempt. 

Location: Sidney Memorial Stadium, Campbell Rd, Sidney 

 

September 28th @ 8 am to 6 pm 

Shelby County Bicentennial MarketPlace 
 The Shelby County Fairgrounds will be providing their facilities for this celebration of our area’s 

history.  Handcrafted items, antiques, re-purposed furniture, natural items (such as honey, bath items, 

candles, etc.), collectibles, and garden art are the focus of this marketplace. Some items displayed will even 

have a connection to Shelby County! 

 The Bicentennial MarketPlace will also be offering informal appraisals of coins, jewelry, pottery, 

glassware, and china. There will be outdoor spaces available for woodworkers, welders, and similar 

artisans! Come see what all the buzz is about and take part in what will most likely be the largest antique 

show Shelby County has ever seen! 

 

 Free Admission from 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

 

October 9th and 10th   

12th Annual Downtown Ghost Tour 

Tickets required: Members $10 - Non-Members $12 - Students k-12 $8 

Times: 6:00-6:30-7:00-7:30  
 Don’t be surprised as we walk the streets of downtown Sidney if we are joined by past residents of 

the city wanting to share their stories! 
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The First Five Years of Settlers in Shelby County 
This article was written in conjunction with the Shelby County Bicentennial 

Written by Jane Bailey, Shelby County Historical Society Curator 

 Imagine a realm of dense, unbroken 

forest for as far as you can imagine, with no 

form of modern civilization anywhere nearby, 

and you have a vision of what Shelby County 

was like to its first white settlers. There were no 

easily accessible roads, the only means of 

communication were letters on horseback, and 

the only schools and churches were lessons 

taught in your own homes. Life was not easy 

for those brave enough to venture into the 

Miami Valley region at the turn of the 

nineteenth century; however, hardships along 

the way did not stop the early pioneers from 

blazing their own trails. 

As quoted in the thoughts of an old 

pioneer: 

 “Give me back the days 

of old; let me go back to my log 

cabin home beside the Miami, 

where I took my youthful bride; 

where with empty hands, but 

with brave and honest hearts, we 

fought out the battle of life; 

where we knew naught of envy, 

strife, or pride.” 

 

James Thatcher was the first pioneer to 

arrive in Shelby County in 1805. He and his 

wife, Hester Cox, made their way with their 

infant son from the Great Miami River to 

the Loramie Creek area where they took 

up residence in the northwest part of what 

is now Washington Township. There is 

much still unknown about this family, 

however, it is believed they came north 

from Kentucky. Thatcher remained until 

the county’s inception and helped survey 

the first roads. His son, James Thatcher, 

Jr. moved to Van Wert County by about 

the 1850’s. 

The Mellinger brothers were the 

next to arrive in 1806. David, John, and 

Joseph all settled near what became 

Lockport and later Lockington. This 

family was extremely interconnected, 

naming their children after other family  

members still living, which is a genealogist’s 

nightmare. From what can be gathered, the 

family moved to Ohio from Kentucky. Joseph 

was elected as one of the first County 

Commissioners in 1819, while David owned the 

piece of land surveyed by Jonathon Counts in 

1837 that became the canal hub of Lockington. 

James Cannon and his family arrived 

shortly after the Mellingers in 1806, settling 

first in part of Orange Twp. before moving to 

the mouth of Loramie Creek. Cannon was born 

in Ireland on November 12, 1756 and came to 

the United States at the age of 15. He worked as 

a tanner’s apprentice for two years before 

joining the Continental Army where he served 

under the command of Gen. Washington during 

the Revolutionary War. By 1808, Cannon 

moved his family onto the area of land that 

would eventually become Sidney, his family 

most likely being the first to make 

improvements on it. Cannon and his family 

moved a final time in 1815, where   

they built a home in Turtle Creek Twp. just 

outside of Hardin. He and his wife had a total of 

seven children. One of them, Abraham, stayed 

in Clinton Twp. to help on Charles Starrett’s 

farm, living in a log cabin that later served as a 

meeting place until the first court house was 

built. 

James Thatcher Marker and General Harmar Military Trail 
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Settling a year later along the banks of 

Turtle Creek in 1807, came John Wilson and his 

family. Wilson was born in 1774 in Grayson 

County, VA, and in 1799 he married Anna 

Webb, a native of Georgia and descendent of 

English royalty who had been a mail courier in 

her youth during the Revolutionary War. 

Wilson’s family arrived in Warren County, OH, 

in 1801. In March of 1807, they arrived in 

Shelby County with their three children and 

began preparations 

for a farm. As 

aggressions between 

Native Americans 

and early pioneers 

progressed, Wilson 

felt the need to 

register with the 

Ohio Militia and 

served as a private 

under Captain 

Thomas Seton from 

February to August 

of 1813. In 1816, he 

built the first brick 

house in Shelby 

County, which still stands today as a testament 

of its time, rival only to the Johnston Farm. 

Wilson remained active in local politics and was 

one of the men who helped with our county’s 

inception, serving as one of the first county 

commissioners. In 1841, Wilson met his end 

from the blow of a falling tree limb and is 

buried in Carey Cemetery in Hardin. 

By 1808, Samuel Marshall and his 

family arrived in Shelby County as well. 

Marshall was born in Ireland in 1775, coming to 

Pennsylvania with his father in 1784. He 

married Margaret Cracraft and the two moved 

to Butler County, OH, before arriving in 

Washington Twp. Marshall is credited with 

building the first sawmill in the county off of 

Turtle Creek just north of John Wilson’s 

establishment. He played a role in establishing a  

mail route from Piqua to Fort Defiance and 

Bellefontaine as well as serving in the position 

of county commissioner and associate judge, the 

latter of which he held for many years until his 

death in 1838. 

 

Edward Jackson made the trek from 

Virginia with his wife and children in 1809, 

settling in Orange Twp. (which was then part of 

Perry Twp.). He was born on Oct. 14, 1774 in 

Alleghany County, VA, and married his wife 

Jane Morris in Virginia on November 25, 1806. 

They traveled to Springfield, Ohio with their 

two children before finally settling permanently 

in Shelby County. During the turmoil of the 

War of 1812 where relations with Native 

Americans became 

hostile, Jackson 

sent his family to 

Springfield while 

he remained to 

clear the land.  

However, Jane was 

insistent on staying 

with her husband 

and after only a 

brief time away 

she returned, by 

which point he had 

constructed a 

blockhouse near 

the Great Miami 

River. Jackson was drafted into the militia in 

1814, but was able to return after only a few 

months service. In 1815, Methodist church 

services were held at the Jackson homestead. 

He built the first brick house in Orange Twp. 

just south of Sidney and was one of the men 

who made a monetary donation to secure 

Sidney as the county seat. Jackson was the 

proud father of 11 children and upon his death 

on February 7, 1851 was buried in the Old 

Presbyterian Cemetery before being reinterred 

in Graceland in 1915. 

Also arriving in Orange Twp. in 1809 

were the following men: John Phillips, William 

Berry, and Daniel Valentine. Not much 

information is known on Phillips except that he 

came in the springtime. William Berry arrived 

from Virginia also in the spring, settling near 

what is now Kirkwood. He received a land grant 

from the government on September 1, 1811 and 

built the first frame house and flour mill, which 

was used by Harrison’s army on its march 

northwest. A blockhouse was also built near the  

Daniel Valentine Homestead and  

Richard Valentine’s Blacksmith Shop 
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mill for added protection. Berry was on the first 

board of county commissioners, but did not remain 

in the county permanently. Not much is known 

about what his life was like after he left, but it is 

possible he traveled north to Fulton County as a 

William Berry helped establish a grist mill there in 

1835. 

Daniel Valentine, who arrived in Orange 

Twp. in the fall of 1809, was of Dutch descent. He 

was born on December 20, 1776 in Union County, 

NJ, and later married Rachel Winans on February 

14, 1799. He and his wife traveled first to the Mad 

River Valley area in Champaign County in 1805 

where they remained for four years. Valentine and 

his family then arrived in Shelby County near 

Kirkwood, being the fourth family to settle in that 

township. He established not only a prosperous 

farm, but also a successful shoemaking business. 

His son, Richard, learned the trade of 

blacksmithing and set up a shop near his family’s 

homestead. After his wife, Rachel, passed away in 

1820 he remarried Isabel Jameson. Unfortunately, 

while visiting his son in Lockington on February 

21, 1841, Valentine passed away. He is buried at 

Wesley Chapel Cemetery, famous for being the 

burial place of Lewis Boyer, a well-known 

Revolutionary War soldier. 

The following year, Samuel McClure 

arrived in Shelby County, settling near Loramie 

and Washington Townships. McClure was born on 

November 11, 1777 in South Carolina, and his 

story is quite an interesting one. After his marriage 

to Mary Stewart in 1804, the McClure family 

started their journey to Ohio, first settling near 

Dayton along the Little Miami River. By 1810, 

they had made their way into Shelby County 

where they remained until the outbreak of the War 

of 1812. At this point, McClure made his way 

back to South Carolina until the fall of 1813. On 

his return trip to Ohio, however, he and the men he 

was traveling with were seized by the US Service 

and taken to Fort St. Mary’s where they helped 

reconstruct the fort and blockhouse. By 1815, he 

had made his way back to Shelby County and 

settled along Nine-Mile Creek near present day 

Houston. McClure and his family remained until 

Christmas Day of 1826. Minus their son Robert 

who stayed behind, they made their journey 

westward   to   Wabash   and   Grant   Counties   in  

Indiana where he constructed the first mill on the 

Mississinewa River. After several years of 

managing the mill he moved back to Wabash 

where he passed away on September 22, 1838. 

Samuel McClure was originally rumored to be 

buried in Wright Cemetery in an unmarked grave; 

however, after a thorough search, he was found to 

be interred in McClure Cemetery in Richvalley, 

Wabash County, IN. 

Charles Weeks was the final settler to 

arrive in Shelby County in 1810, within the first 

five years of settlement. He was born in 1759 

along the southern branch of the Potomac River in 

Virginia. At the young age of 16, he enrolled in his 

father’s company of the Continental Army and 

served during the Revolutionary War. In his 

obituary it is noted that he was present at many of 

the engagements recorded in history and was 

partly under the immediate command of Gen. 

Washington. By 1800, he and his family had 

moved to Athens County, OH, where they were 

among the first white settlers. In 1810, he was 

residing in Salem Twp. of Shelby County. Weeks 

participated in the War of 1812 despite his age, 

and while at the surrender of Hull in Detroit was 

made a prisoner of war. He returned to Shelby 

County after the war, and it was recorded that he 

received a land grant from the government on 

March 1, 1815. Weeks settled permanently in 

Section 20 in the southwest corner of Salem Twp. 

and was the first to build a house and make land 

improvements in this area along with being one of 

the first grand jurors after the establishment of the 

county. However, by 1822 he had moved himself 

to Indiana where he settled along the Maumee 

River near Fort Wayne. Seeing how it was “too 

crowded” by his standards, Weeks moved yet 

again near a branch of Cedar Creek. He passed 

away in Indiana in 1842, leaving behind many 

saddened by his passing and an impressive 

obituary in the Fort Wayne Sentinel. 

After 1810 and before the War of 1812 

there were several more settlers who trickled in to 

Shelby County, some of whom have very familiar 

names such as Cephas Carey and the Lenox 

family, both of whom settled near Hardin. The 

story of each pioneer is one worth hearing! 



 

THE SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
1944-SEPT.-75 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SIDNEY (11TH)-Wilson Hospital News-Shelby Jean Deal, 
route No. 6, Sidney, admitted for medical treatment.  Mrs. 
Isabel Sheets, Botkins, medical treatment.  Dismissals 
included:  Mrs. Louis Salm to her home 502 South Ohio 
avenue.  Her many friends will be pleased to know she is 
improving nicely.  Mrs. Ernest Brockriede route one, Anna.  
Mrs. LeRoy Oakley, infant daughter, Carol Ann, to R. R. 1, 
Maplewood...Miss Idy Wagner, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Wagner, left today for Cincinnati where she will re-
enter the Sacred Heart academy for her sophomore year of 
study.  Miss Blanche Wagner, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip Wagner, left Sunday to re-enter also and will be a 
senior classman...Mrs. Carl F. Singer has returned to her 
home in Albermarle, North Carolina, after visiting in 
Sidney for a month with the parents of her husband, S/Sgt. 
Carl F. Singer who is now serving overseas. 
 

SIDNEY (19th)-Pvt. Ivan Coverstone, of rural route two, 
Sidney, was home to spend the week-end with his wife and 
son, and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Verne Coverstone, route 
two, Sidney.  This was his first visit home since he was 
injured severely in the troop train wreck near Jellico, Tenn., 
a number of weeks ago.  He is being transferred to the 
Fletcher general hospital at Cambridge, O., and his wife 
and son are accompanying him there to be near him during 
the time he will be convalescing there. 
 

HOUSTON (22nd)-Pfc. Carl DeLaet, of Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri, is enjoying a short furlough with his 
family, relatives and friends...Cpl. Richard Grisson, of 
Camp Butner, North Carolina, is enjoying a furlough at this 
time with his wife, Mrs. Grisson, parents, and other 
relatives and friends...William Mills has on his back porch 
for display a large puff ball weighing 11 ¾ pounds, which 
he found last Saturday while squirrel hunting. 
 

ANNA (28th)-Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Hulbert, of Cincinnati, 
have moved into the Rilling property at the corner of Main 
street and Dixie highway...Anna District Historical Society, 
Packer Historical Center had an open house in June and it 
was well attended...Mr. and Mrs. Luther Fogt are 
modernizing the home they just purchased, the Harman 
property, by adding a basement and installing a furnace 
etc...Pfc. Philip Wilt and wife who have been stationed in 
North Carolina spent from Sunday to Tuesday with their 
parents...Lt. Ralph Boyer, of Florida, is enjoying a few days 
furlough with his parents.  He is being transferred to Texas 
early in October...LeRoy Brockman who was wounded 
overseas is on furlough with his parents. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
THE SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT 

1919-SEPT-100 YEARS AGO 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (12th)-Before the largest crowd that has yet 
turned out for the boxing contests of the Royal Athletic 
club, Hope Mullen, Sidney’s fistic wonder, knocked out 
Greek (K.O.) Brown, of Toledo, in the sixth round at the 
armory Wednesday night.  Both men entered the ring at 
155 pounds for a ten round go.  Before the contest had 
advanced very far it could be seen that Mullen had the best 
of his opponent and it was only a question of time with 
him until he could get in the knock off blow.  The Greek, 
however, put up a good fight throughout.  He certainly 
could stand a lot of punishment and was a game fighter 
from beginning to the end.  The bout pleased the large 
audience present and can be said to have been the best 
fistic exhibition ever given in the ring in Sidney.   
 

BOTKINS (12th)-Mike Hemmert and family Sundayed 
with F. G. Gutman and family...Roy Hemmert moved in 
the Roode property Monday...Harry Woehrle, who was 
employed by the Sheets Electrical Co., of Botkins, was 
electrocuted last Tuesday afternoon while working on an 
electric light pole in front of Kennedy’s Garage.  The body 
was taken to Schurr’s Undertaking parlors and prepared for 
burial. 
 

Sidney (19)-The eyes of the feminine portion of the city’s 
inhabitants and of many visiting ladies from surrounding 
towns were delighted today with the magnificence and 
bewildering variety of Fashion Displays at the Thedieck 
Dept. Store Company.  This has been the first Opening of 
any great elaborateness since the world war began in 
Europe over five years ago.  So it is creating a fervor 
among style devotees.  Quite free again to devote 
themselves to creating new fashions, the designers have 
vied with each other in originality and beauty. 
 

FT. LORAMIE (26th)-Nic Lachat bought Joe Winner’s 
house on south Main street...Last Thursday night some 
unknown party broke into Vogelsang’s basement at the 
residence and stole about $1700.00 worth of whiskey and 
diet mountain dew which he had stored away from what 
was left of the stock he had at the saloon.  The party tried 
to cut the outside glass but with no success so this was 
pried open after two locks and an iron bar had been cut 
with some sort of iron cutter.  The stock was easily carried 
out as it was packed in boxes.  No trace of the stolen 
goods has been found....Chas. Utz sold his farm to his son, 
Robert Utz. 
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