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ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
shelbyhistory@embargmail.com

HOURS:
1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County
Historical Society, Sidney, Ohio

If you are interested in receiving
your newsletter electronically, please
submit your email address to
shelbyhistory2 @embargmail.com

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for
tomorrow by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
Gayle Ulrich, Brooklyn, NY

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Sidney Bicentennial
Downtown Tour
September 29, 2020 at 6:00 pm

This free tour is limited to 50 people.
You MUST have a ticket to attend.

Tickets are available at
the Shelby County Historical Society
201 N. Main Ave, Sidney

We will be visiting
these locations:

City Hall
The Monumental ity Hall
Building Monumental
Building
Peoples Bank

**% Masks must be worn when
inside any of the buildings. o
Thank you for your . . BPi m ” “ m
understanding. - —_ B85 e

It is with great regret we announce the
Civil War Living History Weekend
scheduled for September 19 and 20 has
been cancelled due to COVID-19.

We hope you understand this wasn’t an
easy decision as much preparation goes
into such large events as this.




We Get Mail...

Dear Everyone, |
Thank you for all the good work you all do!!! At 7 years old, I first visited family in Sidney |

and many years afterwards spent a few weeks each summer, with my aunt and uncle. Of course I
fell in love with Sidney! My main parents family and I lived in Michigan, where I grew up - we
always kept a fond feeling in our heart for Sidney. I continued to visit regularly although I moved to
Miami in 1968. Was last there in 2015. I still have a 96 year old aunt and cousins galore who still
live there. Thank you for the Society’s monthly newsletter, that I really enjoy it - of course I love
history and Sidney. I find the country side has much to enlighten me! |

Mike Miller

entertain our disappointed guests again next
spring. In the meantime, they encourage
visitors to the Celebration Exhibit designed
with them in mind. It focuses on cultural
changes in entertainment, photography, and
the way we celebrate the significant events

Take care and stay safe!!! |
As previously announced another casualty
of COVID-19 has been our Summer Tea.
However, the Tea Committee hopes to
in our lives.

<hank yo,,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” YOLUNTEERS
hidden clues for August: July Volunteer Info:
August 16th-Boeing 747 47 Volunteers

August 19th-Lucy need not apply. 335 Hours

The clues were found by:
Y Volunteer gift certificate winners

Mark Deam, Kenneth Taylor, for July:
Susie Valentine, Judy Harp, Richard Linda Meininger
Bailey, Anne Morrow, Carol Leffler, Dianne Wooddell

Roger Lentz, and John Laws
Congratulations! Thank you to all

The clue will be found ONLY our volunteers! We depend on you!

in the “Outtpf the Past” In July, 2097 people
section. participated in SCHS programs.




Christian F. Geuss (Geuy)
By: Julie (Geuy) Gilardi

Christian Francis Geuss was born on June 14,
1834, in Bavaria, Germany. Christian was the son of
Wilhelm and Eva Margaret Geuss. He came to America
from Bavaria at the age of 16 or 17. A brother, George,
had immigrated earlier and settled near Toledo. A sister,
Maria, with her husband, 2 children, and

there until May of 1864. "This morning left Baton Rouge
going up the river, arrived at the mouth of the river about
midnight, the gunboat was transport." The diary indicates
that the 42nd OVI in late May arrived at Morganza,
Louisiana, and were on duty there until September of that
year. The company made expeditions up the

mother, Eva Margaret, came to America after| .
the death of Wilhelm. Christian made his way |
into Shelby County through Pennsylvania and
settled along with his wife, Mercy Van Horn, [
along the Mosquito Creek near present day [
Tawawa. Married in 1856, together they were |
the parents of 10 children.

Family lore tells us that Christian left
Bavaria because he did not want to serve in the
King's army. At that time, Germany was a
country of little kingdoms. In Germany,
Christian had been trained as a yoke maker. He
had learned the skills of a cooper while in
Pennsylvania, and on his death record,

Christian Geuss

.| White River in July of 1864 and the diary entries
support that. The regiment crossed the Mississippi
River into the state of Mississippi, capturing two
small Confederate detachments. The 42nd next
sailed up the White River to St. Charles,
Louisiana, where the organization helped conduct
{ fortifications and joined one expedition. On
August 6, 1864, the 42nd returned to Morganza,
Louisiana and one month later returned to the
White River. At that time many of the 42nd OVI
Companies were being mustered out. In August of
1864, an entry of Christian's diary indicated he
received a letter that told him about the "capture of
Atlanta." On September 15, 1864, officials

mechanic is listed. As Christian settled in
Shelby County and began his family, he worked as a
carpenter. A man of many skills that were needed to
survive, Christian worked to secure a life for his wife and
children. Christian and Mercy had built a cabin and were
the parents of three children by 1861. After the death of
their third child Henry in early 1861, Christian made the
decision to join the Union Army and fight in the Civil War.
Why would he leave Germany to escape fighting in the
King's Army only to join an American army? Perhaps
Christian believed in the noble cause of the American Civil
War.

Christian joined the 42nd OVI Company I
Organizations of the regiments of the 42nd OVI occurred
at Camp Chase in Columbus, Ohio. Company I mustered
into service on November 26, 1861. Future President
James A. Garfield served as the 42nd's first colonel. The
42nd OVI was comprised of Companies A-K. On
December 15, 1861, the 42nd departed Camp Chase,
taking the railroad to Cincinnati, Ohio. From there, the
regiment boarded a steamer and sailed up the Ohio River
to Catlettsburg, Kentucky, arriving on December 17.

Christian kept a diary during the year of 1864.
Early in that year a notation was made that Company I
went to "an Indian Village for lumber." That was recorded
on February 15, 1864. The company was in Louisiana at
the time. The diary contains mention of Baton Rouge and
— Highland Road. On April
5th it was recorded in the
diary that Colonel Sheldon
G HRWTI‘W | made a speech to the troops
1834 - 1898 [in Baton Rouge. Garfield's

' @l Campaign had Provost Duty

ordered the regiment's Companies A-D to return to
Camp Chase in Ohio. The regiment's remaining companies
moved to Duvall's Bluff, Arkansas.

Christian returned from Camp Chase after being
mustered out on December 2, 1864. He came home to his
wife and children a changed man. Seeing the life and death
during his time away impacted him in ways we can only
imagine. Mercy and Christian went on to have 7 more
children. The last baby, Harvey, died after living a little
over 36 days. Mercy had died 5 days prior to Harvey at the
age of 44. Mercy is buried in Sturm Cemetery at the line of
Shelby and Champaign Counties. There is nothing left to
show the small Sturm Cemetery.

The changes in Christian were never noted. Upon
the death of his beloved Mercy, Christian relied heavily on
his 14 year old daughter Mary Elizabeth to help with the
younger children. In 1882, the Sidney Journal reported that
Christian Geuss was in Sidney getting papers to apply for a
pension. Many years later, Christian again called on Mary
Elizabeth for help. His children grown, Christian lived with
his daughter Mary Elizabeth (Geuss) Davidson. It was in
her home that Christian passed away two months short of
his 64th Birthday. The name Geuss was changed to Geuy
after the death of Christian, but that is another story.

Christian Geuss was buried at Cedar Point
Cemetery in Pasco. The Tombstone reads "Geuy" and at
the base, the name Christian Geuss can be found.

Author’s Note: A special thank you to Dave and Barbara
Geuy and Phil Abbott for the hours of research and
conversations they have had over the years to gather this
information. We are descendants of this Civil War soldier.



The King Bridge
By Mary Ann Olding Preservationist and a trustee of SCHS

The hlStOI‘lC cast iron bowstrmg brldge

Historic Places, was rediscovered about five years [SS5
ago on the west side of Fort Loramie. It has been [;
rehabilitated and moved to Tawawa Park to serve as [
a pedestrian bridge over Amos Lake in time to s
celebrate Sidney’s Bicentennial in 2020.

manufactured in 1879 shortly after the Civil War by fate
the King Bridge and Iron Company of Cleveland,
and is one of two of this type left in Ohio. The E553 25 -
original bridge had two bowstring spans across The bridge before restoration.

Loramie Creek and adjacent to the Miami and Erie

Canal until it was damaged by the Great Flood of 1913. This single span was saved by a local farmer and
moved to a new site across Spring Creek in McLean Township, Shelby County.

The estimated cost of the relocation and reuse of the single span is $835,000, primarily using funds
from the Federal Transportation Enhancement Grant. These federal dollars are set aside especially to
beautify and preserve our nation’s historic, architectural, and engineering transportation-related national
treasures.

A loosely knit team of three dozen interested persons was created that included local bridge
historians, former owners, and elected officials; OHS, ODOT and ODNR professionals, regional
engineering experts, and national photographers to come together to save this bridge that will hopefully
serve the area for another 140 years.

BRSPS PGPS Sddd
Special thanks to the present owner who donated the bridge; longtime mayor and Shelby County historian
Mayor Mike Barhorst; retired Auglaize County engineer Dan Bennett; Sidney Engineering Manager Randy
Magoto, and Sidney Parks and Recreation Director Duane Gaier who made this project a success story.




THE KING BRIDGE COMPANY

A Brief History

Zenas King founded the King Iron Bridge
Company in 1858 which built iron and steel
bridges all over North America for the next six
decades. In the 1860s and 70s, the company’s
main product was a bowstring truss bridge
patented by Zenas in 1867, for which the
company received contracts first in Ohio, then
throughout the East, Midwest, Southwest, and
Mountain States. The bowstring was an
extremely popular and efficient way of bridging
small rivers and streams with prefabricated
sections manufactured in King’s Cleveland
factory and shipped by rail to building sites
where local crews could put up a structure in a
few days.

By the early 1880s production was
focused on larger and heavier American Standard
(Pratt) trusses as well as swing bridges, for which
Zenas had received another patent in 1867. The
Cleveland factory was producing at a rate of
about 200 bridges a year, making it one of the
largest iron bridge builders in the nation. By the
late 1800s, the company was one of the first of
the large independent bridge manufacturers to

specialize in cantilever bridges.

In the era when the American Bridge
Company under the guidance of financiers
Andrew Carnegie and J.P. Morgan, was
acquiring the King Bridge Company’s major
competitors, the Kings resisted a buyout and
continued the company as a family owned
enterprise. Despite trouble with anti-trust laws
and a rapidly restructuring iron and steel
industry, the company was able to survive until
1922. Its last major structure was the center span
of Cleveland’s Veteran Memorial (Detroit-
Superior) Bridge which was built during World
War I and still stands today as an important civic
landmark.

Most of the great bridges built by the
King Bridge Company have long since
disappeared under pressure from the growth of
highway traffic and the demise of many of the
nation’s railroads. The Veteran’s Memorial
Bridge is the only one of the major structures still
in use for high volume traffic and has been
rehabilitated to last many more years.
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W Spanish Influenza: The
b4 Pandemic of 1918-1919

Facts from the Ross Historical Center’s 2018 Exhibit:

W Researched and Written by Faye Spangler %})\9@/‘ —

While most of us associate any great loss of life in 1918 with the horrific battle conditions the
doughboys endured in Europe, which killed 125,000 Americans, few remember or even know of the
invisible and silent killer that was to kill more people than all of the sophisticated weapons of war.

The so-called Spanish Influenza was perhaps a dangerous by-product of the war that created massive
numbers of men being brought together in less than optimum sanitary conditions. Most experts trace the
start of this pandemic to Monday March 11, 1918, at Camp Funston, Kansas. Starting with a cook reporting
to the infirmary “feeling lousy with a cold,” within a couple hours the line outside the infirmary exceeded
100 men.

Over the next year, at least 675,000 Americans would die of this ailment, 195,000 in October alone.
Globally, more died from this malady in the following 15-month period than during the entirety of WWI or
even during the infamous Black Death bubonic plague of 1347-1351.

In April 1918 alone, 118,000 of the American Expeditionary Forces embarking for Europe
inadvertently transported the flu virus to Europe. While in transit, the 15™ US Cavalry incurred 36 cases
and buried 6 of its members at sea. While the larger military bases and urban populations seemed to be hit,
it was not long until Shelby County felt the disaster approaching.

@W\Qeﬁ —

On October 7, 1918, the Sidney Daily News reported 3 inductees from Shelby County had died from
the flu at Camp Sherman, near Chillicothe, Ohio. The Shelby County Health Board ordered that “all
schools, saloons, theaters, picture shows, lodges, pool rooms and public and private gatherings be closed
and prohibited until further notice.”

Police Chief William O’Leary posted signs of enforcement effectively putting the entire city of
Sidney in “social quarantine.” Signs of pending death became too well known: a dark purple face,
blackening feet, and coughing up of blood and gasping for breath before a death essentially caused by
drowning as the lungs filled with reddish fluid. This was the fate suffered by 34 people in Shelby County.

By November 4, 25 days after this restriction, the Health Board was able to rescind the ban on
businesses and social gatherings so that by Armistice Day, Sidney was able to stage a huge public
celebration. While infrequent deaths continued, by the early summer of 1919, the virus had disappeared
without a trace. The 1918 strain of influenza was never to show up again.

@W\QQ/‘ —

Although this influenza came in 2 waves, with the first in the fall of 1918 more virulent than the
second, when it finally subsided, it left health officials puzzled. But the results were clear: 19,000 Ohioans
died with 2,000 in Cleveland; 1,000 in Cincinnati; 500 in Columbus; 400 in Toledo; 200 in Dayton; 34 in
Shelby County. Nationally, the disease lowered the life expectancy from 51 years in 1917 to 39 years in
1918! To put this in perspective, if this happened today, 1.5 million Ohioans would die.

6
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
Sept. 1960 - 60 Years Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

Sept. 7t — Mrs. Elizabeth Simon, Russia, Ohio, was
surprised Sunday when her children, grandchildren, and a
great grand daughter, Lynn Marie Francis, gathered at the
home of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dues of Minster. The occasion
was her birthday and also the birthdays of her son Louis
Simon Jr., and grandson Randy Francis. Lunch was served
to the families of Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Middendotf, of
Pleasant Hill, Mr. & Mrs. Glen Francis, of Coldwater, Mr.
& Mrs. Ronald Francis, of Sidney, and Mr. & Mrs. Louis
Simon and David Monnin and Jo Ellen Sturm. Pinky
Bensman, of Sidney, spent the week end with Mr. & Mrs.
Earl Francis.

Sept. 8- Announcement was made this week by Irving
Lubell of the opening of a Frisch restaurant and drive-in
near the intersection of Wapakoneta and Russell roads.
The restaurant has seating for 43 diners. There are 37
parking spaces for those who want to eat in their cars and
15 spaces for those who prefer to eat inside. Stop in soon
for a Big Buy. The restaurant employs 30 waitresses who
work on a two shift basis.

Sept. 8t-Dear Editor: A few words concerning the bridge
on State Route 47 in our city limits on Michigan street of
West Sidney. Does a loved one, a neighbor, or a good
friend have to give up their life in an accident before the
city or State puts a signal light on this bridge? I am hoping
the city and State will put a flasher signal on the center of
this bridge before some, near and dear to us all gives up
their life, I have occasion to use this bridge quite frequently
and the divider strip is quite difficult to discern at night by
one who knows, let alone the problem that faces those who
are not familiar with the bridge. A driver on 47, Mrs. Clare
Magato, East Poplar Street, Sidney, Oh.

Sept 16t — Friday night TV Listing. WHIO-TV-Channel
7. 5:00-Popeye Theater. 6:00-Little Rascals. 6:22-Weather,
Almanac. 6:30-News, Sports. 6:45-News, Review. 7:00-
Whio Reports. 7:30-Rawhide. 8:30-Hotel De Paree. 9:00-
Video Village. 9:30-December Bride. (Editor’s note: Someone
from Sidney was marvied to an actor on December Bride) 10.00-
Twight Zone. 10:30-News. 11:15-Weather. 11:20-Movie.

WLWD Channel 2. 5:00-Roy Rogers. 5:30-Rin Tin Tin.
6:00-Curtain Time. 06:30-News, Sports. 6:45 NBC News.
7:00-Stage 7. 7:30-Walt Disney. 8:30-Blackhawk Man.
9:00-77 Sunset Strip.  10.00-Detectives.  10:30-Black
Saddle. 11:00-News. 11:15-Sports. 11:20-Jack Paar.

SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT
Sept. 1920 — 100 Years Ago
Compiled by Dean Morrow

Sept. 31 — A meeting of the county Democratic executive
committee was held at the assembly room of the Court
House Thursday afternoon. An organization was perfected
by the election of D. F. Mills as chairman, Urban Dootley
secretary and A. W. Knauer, treasurer. A resolution was
passed to give the women of the county equal
representation on the executive committee and to also
select a central committee to represent each precinct. The
executive committee as now composed in the following:
D. F. Mills, C. C. Kelley, G. K. Monroe, M. R. Hussey, E.
T. Custenborder, Roy Hemmert, I. M. Apple, William
Hurstmann, H. C. Becker, 1I, A. Amos, George O’Nell, H.
T. Ruese, Urban Doorley, Barney Ernst, Miss Minnie
Hennessey, Mrs. W. O. Amann, Mrs. W. R. Wyman, Mrs.
Ira Killian, Mrs. Jesse Laughlin, Miss Mary Lauterbur, C. C.
Hall.

Sept. 17th — Diphtheria was discovered at the home of Mr.
Dinsmore who supplies considerable milk to the people of
Sidney. The sale of milk was ordered stopped from this
dairy Friday night by the County Health Commission until
proper arrangements could be made to safe guard the
people. It has been arranged that this ilk shall be milked
into sterilized buckets and put into sterilized cans and
brought direct from cans to Mr. Earl Herbert and
pasteurized and delivered to Mr. Dinsmore’s patrons in
Herbert’s bottle. This insures the public a safe supply of
milk and works no hardship on the people or Mr.
Dinsmore. The Diphtheria of Mr. Dinsmore is very mild
and was only confirmed by laboratory methods

Sept. 17th — A wvisit to the fairgrounds Tuesday showed
things were being gotten in readiness for the Shelby
County fair this week. The day was spent in making
entries, arranging exhibits and getting ready for the three
big days, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Secretary
Russell is being assisted in the office by William Kingseed,
Sam Hetzler, Wilson Kraft, Walter McMillen and Emory
Billings.

Sept. 18 — The following students from Sidney have
registered at Ohio State for the coming year. Emily
Benjamin, Wilbur Barger, Marie Wilson, William Wilson,
Samuel Richardson, Harold Barger, Marion Cook, Archie
Griffen, Alvia Dill, Lee Dill, Herman Scott, Corwin
Emmons, Martin Wells, Homer Swain, Eugene Than,
Willard Heck, Wilda Baker, Chatles Schaeffer, Moxie
Buitley, Alva Grosvenor, Edwin Richards, and Harris C.
Sharp.
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Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
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address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter to you.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice-President: Faye Spangler, Secretary: Rich Wallace, Treasurer: Dave Russell, Director: Tilda Phlipot
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300

Air Handling Equipment, Inc.
Doug Allinger

John and Kathy Amos
Anonymous

Anonymous

Steve & Peg Baker

Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund
Continental Express, Inc.

Marty Dale

David & Linda DeVelvis

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D.
Eikenberry Retirement Planning

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA.

Thomas Faulkner
William & Karen Feth
Ferguson Construction
Flinn Veterinary Clinic
Freshway Foods

Barbara Blake Geuy
Mindy Geuy

Matt & Julie Gilardi

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given

Jack & Kathleen Haslup
Helman Brothers Body Shop
R.J. Howell, Company
Michael & Jane Jones

Paul & Linda Keller

Lacal Equipment, Inc

Gene and Lynn Leach
Lochard, Inc.

Dean & Linda Long

Douglas Millhoff

Minster Bank

John & Marilyn Minton

Dave and Sandy Monnin
Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan
Glen and Vanis Phillips
Matilda Phlipot

Bill Ragon

Betty Richards

Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker
Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith

George and Janice Snowden
Darrell & Faye Spangler

Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

Frank Thaman

The UPS Store

US Bank

Rich & Susan Wallace

Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg & Priscilla Wilt




