
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

shelbyhistory@embarqmail.com 
 
 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM-Noon Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County 

Historical Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

If you are interested in receiving  

your newsletter electronically, please  

submit your email address to  

shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for 

tomorrow by understanding the past” 
 
 

Welcome New Members: 
David and Karen Potts, Sidney, OH 

Phil and Katrina Gilardi, Sidney, OH 
 

 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  

Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

September 2021 Edition 

Previous editions of this newsletter have outlined the Society’s work in 

conceiving, designing and implementing the Learning and Innovation Center in the 

annex building on the south side North Street. Last month we advised our 

membership to stay tuned for more developments.  

We now have more exciting news this month to share about the effort to 

fund our Learning and Innovation Center. Rich and Susan Wallace volunteered to 

make the lead gift for the Center.  As most of you know, Rich has been intimately 

involved in the Society since its rebirth in 1993.  

In addition to that, we received another significant donation from Society 

member Jane Kemp. Together these gifts give us a great start-even though we have 

not even launched the campaign. We think this momentum will enable us to make 

great progress in seeking the other funds needed to complete the Learning and 

Innovation Center.   

There will be six focus areas within the Center as outlined in prior 

newsletters. The first five are investment opportunities with naming rights.  These 

areas (our founding, transportation, early industry, agriculture, and local people who 

helped change the world) will provide interested individuals, families or businesses 

a chance to leave their own legacy and be part of this unique effort to promote our 

rich Shelby County history. The Learning and Innovation Center will make history 

come alive for generations to come. A special section in each area will be set aside 

for the donor to be recognized.  

Please consider contacting our director Tilda Phlipot, our co-presidents Julie 

Gilardi and Faye Spangler, or any of the board members listed on the back of your 

newsletter if you have questions or an interest in furthering this once-in-a-generation 

effort.  

 This 75th anniversary 

year of the Society’s founding 

in 1946 reflects much 

progress and growth in our 

quest to be the most unique 

historical organization in 

Ohio. We will continue to 

concentrate on education and 

inspiration in our award-

winning programming. In our 

remodeling efforts, your 

Society has become a major 

contributor to the exciting 

revitalization efforts in 

historic downtown Sidney.   

 Thanks for your 

continued support. Together 

we are making our community 

something very special. 

The Learning and Innovation Center will enable skills 

taught at programs like Manufacturing Day to be 

enhanced.  By teaching children the innovative 

thinking demonstrated by previous generations, the 

Learning Center should inspire our children.  

Update on the Learning and Innovation Center! 
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Volunteers 

July Volunteer Info: 

 40 Volunteers 

273  Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners 

for July: 
 

Evie Schwepe 

Pam Allen 
 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all 

our volunteers! We depend on you! 

In July, 321 people  

participated in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for August: 

 

Shelby Ct. 15th-Gorilla Tape $1.19 
The Scioto Gazette-Mechanical Bull Ride 

and the Punch and Judy Show 
 
 

The clues were found by: 
 
 

Ellen Freytag, John and Edna May Laws,  

Carol Leffler, Nancy Roettger, 

and Glen Philips 
 

 

 

 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the “Out 

of the Past” section.  

Join us for the "30 & 0" reunion with  

Dave Ross, Master of Ceremony, along with  

other players from that era.   

 

Location: The paved parking area above the Julia Lamb 

Field 

When: September 1, 2021 @ 7:00 p.m.  

 

Attendees should bring lawn chairs.   

 

If weather dictates, the program will be held in the Shelby 

County Historical Society’s Learning and Innovation Center (115 

North Ave.) across from the Ross Center with seating provided. 

 

This event is free and open to the public.  

SHS Football 
1968-70 

30 Straight Wins   

 

CANCELED 
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Schedule 
 

Sunday, September 12, 2021  

 1:00 pm Set up flags and crosses 

 4:00 pm Lighting of Memorial Flame-Family of Lee Stephens, KIA-Persian Gulf 
 

Wednesday, September 15, 2021 

 5:30 pm Motorcycle escort starting at Wapakoneta VFW, Co. Rd. 25A 
  

Thursday, September 16, 2021 

 5:30 pm Opening Ceremony 

  Special Speaker - Capt. Guy Gruters - POW 

 7:00 pm Sidney Civic Band - Phil Chilcote  

 8:00 pm Prayer-Rev. Phil Chilcote and Taps-Sidney Civic Band 
 

Friday, September 17, 2021 

 10:00 am Col. David Taylor  

 10:15 am Soldier’s Halleluiah-Liliana Phillips 

 10:30 am CMASF Steve O’Meara 

 11:00 am Explore - Veterans in the Crosses 

 7:00 pm Outrider Concert 
 

Saturday, September 18, 2021 

 10:00 am Tawawa Gates Open for Cruise-In registration 

 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm Cruise In-Tawawa Park 

 1:00 pm Jim Hall Bench Dedication 

 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm Cruise Downtown Sidney 
 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 

 2:00 pm Closing Ceremony 

  Guest Speaker-Jon Baker 

  Extinguish Memorial Flame - Family of Charles Huston  

 3:00 pm Wall and Field of Crosses Retired 
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 Do you think you have a unique and/or historic 

barn? Are you located within Shelby County? Then this 

article is just for you! Representatives from each of the 

five historical societies within Shelby County met August 

4, 2021, at the Ross Historical Center to discuss a county 

wide project that would be ready by the end of 2022.  

 Carol Carity (Anna District Historical Society), 

Anita Uetrecht & Greg Geis (Botkins Historical Society), 

Jim Rosengarten & Ken Gigandet (Fort Loramie 

Historical Association), Doug Ware (Jackson Center 

Community Historical Society), and Tilda Phlipot & 

Sharon Mohrbacher (Shelby County Historical Society) all weighed in their opinions on how best to 

proceed with the proposed project: a 2023 calendar featuring historic barns from throughout Shelby 

County.  

After the Historic Barn Painting program hosted by the Shelby County Historical Society in 

April at the Senior Center, an idea was proposed to create a calendar featuring 12 historic barns from 

every corner of the county. After their August 4 meeting, it was decided that the best way to find the 

most unique and scenic barns was to inquire from the public. Therefore, we are asking members of 

the communities to submit a photograph of your barn along with its address and a brief history to the 

Shelby County Historical Society to be considered for this project. Submissions can be sent via email 

to shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com or by mail to P.O. Box 376, Sidney, OH 45365 by no later than 

September 15, 2021.  

From the submissions, twelve barns will be chosen that best represent the historical and 

scenic aspects needed as well as location for the proposed project. Artist Robert Kroeger, of 

Cincinnati, and author of “Historic Barns of Ohio” will then work his magic to create an original 

painting of each of the selected barns. Prints will then be turned into a calendar that would be ready 

for sale by Christmas of 2022. Each of the original paintings will then be auctioned off, and the 

proceeds will go to the County Wide Historical 

Alliance, Inc. and be available for each of the 

five historical societies in Shelby County to use. 

2023 Historic Barn Calendar Planning Underway 

This barn, located in Botkins, is featured for Shelby 

County in Mr. Kroeger’s Historic Barns of Ohio book. 

mailto:shelbyhistory2@embarqmail.com
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
SEPT. 1950-71 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

SHELBY CT (8th)-The following marriage licenses have 
been issued in Shelby county probate court:  Butis Moses, 
Sidney, and Naomi Ruth Price, Sidney…John W. Sargeant, 
R. R. 1, Sidney, and Jeanette Frazier, R. R. 1, Sidney, Rev. 
Gault…Millard R. Jackson, R. R. 5, Sidney and Madeline 
Sletz, Sidney, Rev. Toplian. 
 

SIDNEY-There’ll be no doubt in your mind that FORD 
has an extra margin of safety when you see how stock 
model ’50 Fords take the punishment Joie Chitwood’s 
Auto Daredevils give them.  It takes a car that’s precision 
built for the Daredevils’ precision driving.  Test drive the 
Ford’s hushed 100-h.p., V-8 today at Glore Auto Sales on 
S. Walnut and Fair Avenue, Sidney Ohio and watch the 
Chitwood’s Daredevils on Friday night 8p.m. in front of 
the grandstand at the fair grounds. 
 

SHELBY CT.  Mrs. Clarence Piper was in charge of the 
interesting meeting of the Perry Rural P.T.A. held in the 
school on Thursday evening.  The session opened with 
“America” and invocation by Cable Pepper.  Herbert Wert, 
superintendent of the school, introduced the staff of 
teachers for the 1950-1951 school years.  They were Miss 
Joan Hemmert, Ned Brush, Russell McDonald, Mrs. 
Russell Sayre, Mrs. William Cowan, Mrs. Robert Voress, 
Mrs. Mary Theurer and Mrs. Louis Davidson.  The Bus 
drivers, cooks and Mr. and Mrs. Gene Heaton, custodians, 
were also present.  A tour of the school was taken by those 
present at the meeting.  The school has been completely 
redone in an attractive combination of mahogany, Dutch 
ivory and eggcorn gray.  Each teacher was in her room to 
greet the visitors. 
 

SIDNEY (30th)-Beck’s new transcontinental buss, the 
latest contribution to the intercity bus field is the Beck 
“deck and a half” coach, which made a hit at the big 
Chicago show earlier this month. Carrying 12 passengers in 
the front compartment, an additional 25 passengers have 
seats in the higher section of the bus.  Powered by a 300 hp 
diesel engine, the bus is completely air conditioned for 
summer comfort and warmed for winter use.  All glass in 
the bus is new solex heat absorbing and glares reducing 
type which gives added comfort to passengers.  Stainless 
steel fluted panels form the exterior covering for the body 
which includes adequate storage space for luggage.  
Unobstructed view is given the passengers because of the 
larger windows in the new deck-and-a-half construction.  
The bus is made by C. D. Beck & Company in the plant on 
North Main avenue and is the latest addition to the 
complete line of intercity buses. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY CT. DEMOCRAT 

SEPT. 1921 – 100 YEARS AGO 
COMPILED BY Dean Morrow 

 

SIDNEY (2nd) – FRED SALM’S SON-Sidney Ohio.  
Funeral Directors-Parlors in connection with Furniture 
store, opposite Wagner House.  Both Phones 261.  Night 
Calls-Home Phone 339…W. H. Princehouse-Funeral 
Director.  Office Court Street, South side of Square.  
Home Phone, Office 82 S. Residence 82.  Farmers’ phone, 
Office 10 and residence 82…Dr. J. F. Richeson-Crown and 
Bridge Work a Specialty.  Leader in up-to-date Dentistry.  
All work guaranteed.  Office in Fry block, corner Main 
avenue and Poplar st. 
 

The gas well on the Graham farm north of the city along 
the St. Mary’s pike was shot Thursday afternoon resulting 
in a good flow of gas; the well was capped with some 
difficulty.  Dr. James, who has been in charge of drilling, 
announced this morning that there were wonderful 
prospects in the well and the work of cleaning it out would 
begin at once. 
 

SIDNEY (9th)-The Western Union is making 
arrangements to move its office from the present location 
to the Wagner House block in the room now occupied by 
the Roeth and Shank shoe store.  The company desires a 
down stairs office and this is given as the reason for the 
change. 
 

JACKSON CENTER-The Labor day celebration at 
Jackson Center was attended by a large crowd which 
enjoyed the dance, tours of Airstreams factory, the band 
concert and the ice cream social.  The base ball game 
which was between Jackson Center and New Bremen 
resulted in a disagreement in the eight inning when the 
score stood 3 to 3, the New Breman team leaving the field 
claiming the umpire was unfair. 
 

SIDNEY (30TH)-There will be a meeting of the Executive 
Board of City Federation of Women’s clubs Friday 
afternoon, September 30, at 2 o’clock at the Business Girls’ 
Home.  The general officers of the Federation, the 
president of the federated clubs, and the chairmen of the 
standing committees are requested to be present.  If unable 
to attend please send an appointee…The Sidney Realty 
Company will start a sale of houses in the Bon Air, 
Johnston Annex and Park Place Addition commencing 
Saturday, October 1.  Fifteen houses out of thirty that have 
been recently erected will be on the market and will be 
offered at a big cut in price during the next week.  This is a 
great opportunity to purchase a modern home at a most 
reasonable price. 
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HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Newsletter of the  

Shelby County  Historical Society 

PO Box 376 

Sidney, OH  45365 

(937) 498-1653 

Moving?   
Please let us know your new 

address.  The Post Office will not 

forward your newsletter to you. 

Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi, and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretary: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  

Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Debra Geuy, Scott 

Smith, David Potts, and Becki Wood  Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott 

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Steve & Peg Baker 
Oscar & Charlotte Buschman Fund 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Marty Dale 
David & Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William & Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt & Julie Gilardi 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Given 

Jack & Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael & Jane Jones 
Paul & Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Gene and Lynn Leach 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John & Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sargeant 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell & Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich & Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg & Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


