
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER  

P.O. Box 376 

201 N. Main Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365-0376 

937-498-1653 

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 
 

HOURS:  

1:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday 

Saturdays by appointment only 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 
 

On the Web: 

www.shelbycountyhistory.org 

Facebook: Shelby County 

Historical Society, Sidney, Ohio 
 

Mission: “To actively engage and 

educate our community to preserve 

and promote local history.” 

Vision: “To become a center of 

excellence where we build for 

tomorrow by understanding the past” 
 

Welcome New Members: 

Dave Slagle, Anna, OH 

John and Teresa Virgint, Troy, OH 
 

SCHS Memberships 

Yearly 

 Individual - $25 

Family - $35  
Friends of the Society - $150  

Legacy Partner - $300  

Legacy Partner 101 - $500 

Historical Highlights 
Newsletter of the Shelby County Historical Society 

September 2022 Edition 

 This year’s Ghost Tour will be a 

spectacular leap from previous years in that we 

are privileged to feature two of the most famous 

sites in Shelby County: Bonnyconnellan Castle 

and Great Stone Castle.  Not only will we talk 

about these sites, we will get to enter both of 

them!  We all know that Bonnyconnellan was 

robbed of its earlier splendor, but the present 

owners have dedicated themselves to begin its 

restoration.  We will tour the ground floor and hear actual stories from guides 

and owners alike.  Great Stone will welcome our tour as well, and we will be 

treated to a view of a landmark beautifully kept for posterity.  Get your tickets 

soon as we are confident they will sell out a little quicker than usual this year.  

 Our always popular Ghost Tour will be held October 12 and 13.  

Members get first opportunity to purchase tickets.  On September 15th we will 

open sales up to the public.  Prices for this years 

tickets are: members $15, non-members $20, 

students (K-12) $10.  Tickets are available at the 

Ross Center now! Please note: each tour is 

limited to 20 people.  We have added an 

additional time slot to accommodate this change.  

Times are: 5:30, 6:00, 6:30, 7:00, and 7:30.  

Each tour is estimated to last approximately an 

hour.  Get your tickets today!!! 

15th Annual Ghost Tour 

 
Civil War Living History Weekend 

 Another remarkable Civil War Living History Weekend will be held at 

our beautiful Tawawa Park on September 17-18.  Partnering with the City of 

Sidney and the City Parks division, our Shelby County Historical Society 

provides the volunteer corps to make this huge event run successfully.  Not 

only do we want you to attend the skirmishes and the professional presenter’s 

talks, we also would appreciate a few more volunteers to drive golf carts to 

convey guests from the parking lots to the reenactment area and to direct 

traffic.  Don’t miss your opportunity to see history come to life and to help 

make it possible.   For more information please see our Facebook page: 

facebook.com/civilwarlivinghistoryweekendsidneyoh and our website 

sidneycivilwar.org.   Turn to page 6 for full list of activities for the weekend! 

Bonnyconnellan 

GreatStone/Whitby Place 
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Volunteers 

July Volunteer Info: 

 49 Volunteers 

 236 Hours 
 

Volunteer gift certificate winners for 

July: 
Mary Putnam 

LaTrisha Kingseed Reed 

 

Congratulations!  Thank you to all our 

volunteers! We depend on you!  

In July, 1,682 people participated  

in SCHS programs. 
 

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past”   
hidden clues for August: 

 
  Sidney 20th-Chuck Connors 

Pt. Jefferson 25th-Flowing Well: still flows today 
 
 

The clues were found by: 
Larry and Ann Allen, Pat Francis,  and Phyllis Piper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The clue will be found ONLY in the 

“Out of the Past” section.  

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to  

info@shelbycountyhistory.org 

 On Monday July 25, 2022, the Shelby 

County Veterans Services held a ceremony at the 

Shelby County Fair for their Veteran and 

Civilian of the Year.  This is the first year for 

such awards.  We are proud to announce our 

Tilda Phlipot was chosen at Civilian of the Year 

because of the many veterans activities which 

she has been involved in.   

 Veteran of the Year was one of our 

dedicated volunteers Bob Shoffner.  Chosen for 

the leadership roles he has assumed and with all 

of the volunteer work he does for our county 

veterans and community. 

 Congratulations to both!  The awards are 

much deserved! 

Veteran and 

Civilian of the 

Year Chosen! 
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Ala Mysteries 
at the Museum, 
a series on The 

Travel Channel  

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society. 

Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey 

A Mysterious Newspaper 
 Earlier this year, we received by mail a publication 

nearly 120 years old. At first glance, I was unsure of this 

newspaper’s connection to Sidney and Shelby County as “The 

Golden Spur” was not a familiar name. Upon opening the 

issue (Vol. 1 No. 5), it was apparent Sidney was its place of 

publication, and on the eighth page there was a brief segment 

that explained E. V. Moore was its publisher and editor when 

printed in October of 1903. The real mystery, however, was for 

what reason did this “Golden Spur” newspaper exist? 

 Within its yellowed pages were articles and names relating 

to the Knights and Ladies of the Golden Eagle (KGE). This not very 

well known fraternal organization came about in the early 1870’s in 

Baltimore, MD and grew in popularity by the turn of the twentieth 

century. At the time of this volume’s publication, there were 104 

“Castles” located in Ohio, 3 of which were in Shelby County at Jackson 

Center, Sidney, and Tawawa. Sidney’s members of the KGE met at the 

Mami Castle, which according to the 1902 directory, was located at 730 

Poplar St. (before the addresses were changed). This location was also home 

to the cursed German American Bank (pictured below), whose address today 

is 114 E. Poplar St. As some familiar with Sidney’s history might recall, this 

building was one of several on the north side of the court square affected by the 

Thedieck Dept. Store fire in March of 1914.  

 “Fidelity, valor, and honor,” was the motto for the Knights of the Golden Eagle, whose members strived to show 

sympathy and love for their fellow man. E. V. Moore, the first editor and publisher of the “Golden Spur,” was such a man 

indeed. 

The Life of Emerson V. Moore 
 

 Born February 14, 1868, to Thomas and Deborah Moore, Emerson V. Moore grew 

up on his family’s farm in Green Twp. in Shelby County. He attended a one-room 

schoolhouse as well as Sidney High School before entering the National Normal University 

in Lebanon. After graduating, he taught school in Miami County for a year before becoming 

superintendent of schools in Green Twp., helping to establish the grade system. In August 

of 1889, he was admitted to the bar to practice law and began his career in Sidney the 

following year. Emerson became a member of the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and in 

1894, was elected Grand Chief of the Ohio Knights. Three years later in 1897, he was 

chosen as Supreme Chief for the organization across America and also held the position of 

state secretary (Grand Master of Records) for Ohio. 

 On April 25, 1898, the United States declared war on Spain, and on May 3, 

Emerson V. Moore entered into service with the volunteer army. He became the 2nd 

Lieutenant of Co. L in the 3rd O.V.I. and by June was a recruiting officer for the second 

battalion of that regiment. In August, he was detailed as an aide-de-camp for Brigadier 

General Rush T. Lincoln, a position he held until the end of the war. Upon his return, 

Moore was unanimously voted by the democratic party to be selected as city solicitor, 

receiving the largest majority ever given to a democratic officer at that time. He was later 

elected as mayor of Sidney and served two terms. Aside from being active in the Knights of 

the Golden Eagle, Emerson Moore was also a member of the Knights of Pythias and the 

Order of Ben Hur. He married Blanche Stafford and, after serving his terms as mayor, 

remained involved with his own law office in the Woodward building. E. V. Moore passed 

away on March 3, 1956, and is buried in Union Cemetery in Columbus, Ohio. 
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Bad Art  

                Bad Art by Good People is one of Gateway Arts Council’s annual fundraisers 

  during which twenty-three volunteers from Shelby County compete to win the 

        ultimate title of best “Bad Artist.” 

 Each artist creates a work of art, then campaigns for $1 votes.  The election process 

involves fun competition among friends and colleagues as each artist blazes his or her own 

campaign trail to the finish line. 

 This year’s “Bad Artists” are raising funds for the Shelby County Historical Society’s 

new building, The Wallace Family Learning and Innovation Center.  Once Gateway Arts 

Council reaches its funding goal of $10,000, 50% of anything above that amount will be 

donated to the Historical Society.   

 On October 6th, Gateway Arts Council then hosts “The Bad Art Ball,” where we 

announce the winner of our election and auction off all the “bad artwork!” 

 How to Vote: 

 Website: gatewayartscouncil.org/badart/ 

 Call: 937-498-2787 

 Mail: Gateway Arts Council, P.O. Box 14,  Sidney, OH, 45365 

2022 Bad Art by Good People Participants 

Jane Bailey 

John Bertsch 

Sara Bertsch 

Joseph Chrisman 

John Coffield 

Teresa Ditmer 

Julie Gilardi 

Kassandra Leach 

Nikki Loudenbach 

Dan McManon 

Sharon Mohrbacher 

Joe Moniaci 

Mike Phillips 

Dave Russell 

Betsy Salm 

Jodi Seger 

Andrew Shaffer 

Nancy Stutsman 

Ann Turner 

Jennie Van Matre 

Jackie Verhotz 

Rich Wallace 

Helen Wildermuth 

by Good People 



 

5 

James M. (Guinn) Ginn 
By Douglas Millhoff 

 My distant cousin James 

Ginn has been the subject of two 

articles, one by Rich Wallace and 

another by Mike Barhorst.  James 

Ginn’s granddaughter, Pam 

Murray, saw the article by Mr. 

Barhorst and sent him an email 

which he forwarded to me.  I 

called her in Los Angeles and told 

her that I had letters written by 

James to his sister during the Civil 

War.  Pam and I ended up 

exchanging copies of our 

information about James. 

 James Ginn was born 

November 27, 1837, and grew up 

near Houston, Ohio, where he 

attended a one-room schoolhouse 

for eight years.  He went on to 

Antioch College in Yellow Springs 

to finish high school.  He then 

went to Oberlin College near 

Cleveland to get his bachelor’s degree in education. 

 His senior year, the Civil War broke out and 

upon graduation the senior class of men was asked to 

enlist by General Cox.  General Cox was an Oberlin 

graduate who also was married to the daughter of the 

college president, Dr. Finney.  General Cox and Dr. 

Finney stood on a hill and spoke to the graduating men.  

The class was excited about enlisting to save the union 

and also free the slaves.  Oberlin College was one of the 

end stops for the Underground Railroad, and there were 

a lot of African Americans asking for help in their 

relocation. 

 James was sent to Camp Dennison for three 

months of training.  In one of the letters to his sister, he 

mentioned that he ran into some boys from Piqua.  He 

became a member of Company C of 7th Ohio Infantry.  

Ginn’s company saw combat in the battles of Green 

Lane, Winchester, Cedar Mountain, Antietam, and 

Gettysburg.   

 At the major battle of Cedar Mountain in West 

Virginia, his regiment was outnumbered. Their lines 

finally broke, and they scattered into the hills.  Fifteen 

of the Oberlin men were captured.  Sixty-two men were 

killed along with the company captain.  The remaining 

men escaped into the mountains for three days and two 

nights.  They ate berries and leaves to keep from 

starving 

starving.  Only 42 Oberlin men returned; 

the others were either killed or captured.  

In one of his letters, he said, “I believe a 

hundred bullets passed close to me as I 

was climbing the hills.  One of our men 

had two bullet holes through his pants, 

and Jim Wallace had a bullet hole 

through the top of his hat.”  The Oberlin 

folks sent Professor Lamb and four other 

men to get the fallen soldiers home to 

Oberlin.  When the men arrived, a large 

fight was expected to break out soon, so 

General Cox advised them to return to 

Oberlin as quickly as possible.   

 Ginn’s superior promoted him to 

corporal in 1862. In 1863, the regiment, 

as part of the 12th Army Corps, was 

ordered to Tennessee to participate in the 

Chattanooga campaign. During his 

service, Ginn also saw fighting in the 

battles of Lookout Mountain, Mission 

Ridge and Ringgold.  He mustered out in 

June of 1864. 

 Ginn then traveled to California by walking 

across the Isthmus of Panama.  He found a teaching 

position in Alameda County.  He then took the position 

as Superintendent of Anaheim schools which showed 

marked improvement during Ginn’s tenure.  The city of 

Los Angeles went on to hire Ginn to be superintendent 

of schools.  There is an elementary school named after 

him in Anaheim. 

 Ginn joined several others in organizing the 

Historical Society of Southern California.  He held 

virtually every office in the society over a 35 year 

period, including a year as president, eight as treasurer, 

and 26 as curator. 

 They referred to him as, “the most faithful 

chronicler.”  He wrote more than 80 articles for the 

society’s annual publication.  J.M. Ginn also wrote 

sections on history for eleven large volumes on local 

history, including the “Historical Biographical Record 

of Los Angeles and Vicinity,” and “A History of 

California,” and an “Extended History of Its Southern 

Coast Countries.” 

 Ginn died at the age of 84 at his home in Los 

Angeles in 1918. 
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Sidney, Ohio’s Civil War Living History Weekend 
September 17-18, 2022 

Schedule of Events 
 

Saturday, September 17, 2022  

9:00 a.m. - Park Opens to Visitors (12 Tawawa Drive, Sidney)   
 

Monumental Building (133 South Ohio Avenue, Sidney)        

 10:00 a.m. - Ohio History Connection Open Doors Event Location                          

 10:15 a.m. - 73rd OVI Regiment Band Concert            
 

Education Tent (Tawawa Park) 

 10:00 a.m. - Ohio’s Role in Arming the Union (Phil Spaugy)     

 11:00 a.m. - Day by Day Through the Civil War in Georgia (Michael Shaffer) 

 12:00 p.m. - The 57th Ohio at Shiloh (Dan Masters)                           

 1:00 p.m. - The Gatling Gun Changes Warfare (Ray Quay)                  
 

2:00 p.m. - Battle I (Zenas King Bridge)                            
 

Education Tent  
 3:00 p.m. - The Atlanta Campaign (Michael Shaffer) 

 4:00 p.m. - Robert E. Lee’s Orderly (Al Arnold)   
 

5:30 p.m. - Supper Break     
 

7:00 p.m. - Battle II (Artillery Demonstration)                             
 

8:00 p.m. - 73rd OVI Regiment Band Concert (Geib Pavilion) 
 

8:30 p.m. - Gatling Gun Demonstration   
 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 
Education Tent 

 8:00 a.m. - Non-denominational Religious Service  

  Music provided by the 73rd OVI Regiment Band              

 10:00 a.m. - The 57th Ohio at Atlanta (Dan Masters)                 

 11:00 a.m. - Stoneman’s Raid (Michael Shaffer)                             

 12:00 p.m. - The Gatling Gun Changes Warfare (Ray Quay)                               

 1:00 p.m. - Robert E. Lee’s Orderly (Al Arnold)   
 

2:15 p.m. - Battle III                                    
 

3:30 p.m. - Departure for Home   
 

 Throughout both days, Union and Confederate troops will be skirmishing (fighting) throughout the 

park.  Visitors are reminded to stay clear of troops who are so engaged.  During the staged battles, visitors are 

reminded to stay behind the caution tape for your protection and that of the reenactors. 

 Visitors are welcome to stop by the encampments of both Union and Confederate reenactors and talk 

with participants about the life of the common soldier during the War Between the States.  Visitors should feel 

free to ask about the food they are eating, the weapons being used, drill, camp life and even tactics. 

 Please remember that not all reenactors will be as knowledgeable as others.  You may want to ask the 

same questions of multiple reenactors.  Remember as well that answers may be different depending upon the 

encampment.  Confederate soldiers will likely feel much differently about the war than Union soldiers. 



 

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS 
SEPT. 1950-72 Years Ago 

Compiled by Anne Morrow 
 

Sidney Daily News’ Carriers club had a meeting 
Wednesday night which resulted in “good luck” for 20 of 
the almost 40 carriers.  They received the fifty-cent-piece 
awards of the evening.  Terry Helman, Joe Salm, Leo 
Berning, Judy Brown, Wayne Kaser, Gary Van Fossen, Jack 
Van Fossen, John Snowden, Joe Gashorn, Charles 
Monnier, Dan Schlagetter, Dick Howell, Chuck Sekyra, 
Harley Davis, John Davis, Rosemary Wolaver, Dick 
Wesbecker, John Allison, Delmar Harrison, Eddie Schutte 
were the winning boys.  Robert May, of the advertising 
department of The Sidney Daily News was voted an 
honorary member of the Carriers club, which is in charge 
of William Everett, circulation department of the Sidney 
Daily News.  The gathering of carriers was held on the 
south steps of the Shelby county court house.  The boys 
had cookies and cake before the session was over. 
 

BOTKINS (5th)-Competition is the lifeblood of all 
business.  It is competition that forces the manufacturer to 
be constantly improving his product.  It is competition that 
forces the retailer to keep his prices at a reasonable level.  
Is completion among farmers in such activities as the 
livestock shows in our county fairs that give the public 
better quality meats?  We believe wholeheartedly in the 
county fair.  It is where the farmer sees the latest 
developments in agriculture, machinery, seeds, breeding,  
feeding and techniques.  The progress of Shelby county 
agriculture that will be on display for the next week at your 
fair will be in no small measure be responsible for the high 
quality livestock we will sell in the coming year.  BUSSE’S 
Meat Market-Route 25A-South of St. Rt. 66 - Phone 
Botkins 72. 
 

SIDNEY (13TH)-The Thanksgiving Holiday week end will 
claim an interesting wedding when Miss Shirley Ilene Santo 
and Ralph Frederick Cole exchange marriage vows.  The 
bride-elect is the older daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Bernard F. 
Santo, 834 Fielding road, who are making the informal 
announcement of the engagement and approaching 
nuptials.  Mr. Cole is the only son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cole, 
843 South Miami avenue.  In telling their wide circle of 
friends in this city of their marriage plans, the young couple 
reveals the vows will be an event on Sunday, the 26th of 
November, at half after 6PM @ the St. Paul’s Evangelical 
and Reformed church.  Rev. Arthur T. Gerhold will 
officiate at the double ring ceremony.  The custom of open 
church will be observed. 

Out o f  the Pas t 
SHELBY COUNTY DEMOCRAT 

SEPT-1922-100 Years Ago 
Compiled by Dean Morrow 

 

ANNA-Work on Pike street has at last begun.  We hope it 
will not take as long to complete the work as has been 
taken to get started on it. 
 

SIDNEY-Three members of the “Successful Food club,” 
and accompanied by leader Miss Mar Bernice Dillion, left 
Tuesday for Columbus.  They represented Shelby County 
in the Food Club work Tuesday at 2:30 at the State Fair in 
a demonstration of Carve asada.  Members are Miss 
Gertrude Clevenger, Miss Marion Hill and Miss Carrie Mae 
Wiles….Mrs. Herman J. Schlagetter entertained the 
members of her 500 club to a delightful meeting Friday 
evening at her home on S. Ohio avenue.  Miss Rosanna 
Taylor, Mrs. Chas. Abbot, Jr., Misses Edith and Marie 
Cronley and Mrs. Taylor enjoyed the games and a delicious 
lunch.  Next hostess is Miss LaDonna Quinn. 
 

PORT JEFFERSON (8th)-The horseshoe contest held at 
Port Jefferson Labor Day was a fine exhibition of the game 
and indulged in by sixteen entries.  The eight high men in 
the preliminaries qualifying for the finals.  The four high 
men of the finals were the money winners.  Each man 
pitched a hundred shoes in the finals.  Otho Hinkle of 
Maplewood won first money with 132 points, 23 ringers 
with a 4 doubles; John Wise of Akron won second money 
with a 116 pointes, 26 ringers and two doubles; John 
Higginbothem of Pemberton and Lee Knoop of Plattsville 
divided third and fourth monies with 97 points a piece.  
The games were enjoyed immensely by the large crowds 
constantly on the side lines.  Dr. Eimley was official referee 
and Sam Hunt score keeper. 
 

SIDNEY (15th)-An entertaining feature of the dance at 
Mires Beach Thursday evening will be a new creation in 
dancing by Miss Pauline Mendenhall of Dayton.  This is 
called the Japanese dance.  Miss Mendenhall has quite a 
reputation as a dancer and will be accompanied by Miss 
Ethel Groth, also of Dayton. 
 

Emory Lahde, the 5 year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Lahde met with a serious accident Monday afternoon.  
Mrs. Lahde was driving her automobile on Ohio avenue 
and was about to cross the Big Four tracks.  A train was 
switching but she was signaled to come on.  As she did so 
the gates came down and one of them struck the boy who 
was in the back seat, on the forehead cutting a large gash in 
the head and above the left eye.  His injuries were dressed 
at once and he is not getting along very nicely. 
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Co-Presidents: Julie Gilardi and Faye Spangler, Co-Secretary: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,  

Director: Tilda Phlipot  Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Mary Ann Olding, Bill Ragon, Nancy Steinke, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith,  

Darlene Roll and Teresa Ditmer Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher and Jane Bailey 
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Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300    1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500 

Air Handling Equipment, Inc. 
John and Kathy Amos 
Anonymous 
Steve and Peg Baker 
Bent Finger Foundation 
Oscar and Charlotte Buschman Fund 
John Coffield 
Continental Express, Inc. 
Detailed Machining, Inc. 
David and Linda DeVelvis 
Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. 
Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. 
Thomas Faulkner 
William and Karen Feth 
Ferguson Construction 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic 
Freshway Foods 
Barbara Blake Geuy 
Mindy Geuy 
Matt and Julie Gilardi 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given 
Jack and Kathleen Haslup 
Helman Brothers Body Shop 
Michael and Jane Jones 
Paul and Linda Keller 
Lacal Equipment, Inc 
Lochard, Inc. 
Douglas Millhoff 
Minster Bank 
John and Marilyn Minton 
Dave and Sandy Monnin 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 
Ohio Living-Dorothy Love 
Peoples Federal Savings and Loan 
Glen and Vanis Phillips 
Matilda Phlipot 
Bill Ragon 
Ron & Nita’s 
Dave Ross 
Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc. 

David and Nancy Russell 
Tom and Betsy Salm 
Robert Sargeant 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Shoemaker 
Sidney Body Carstar 
Sidney Electric Company 
Sidney Manufacturing Company 
Slagle Mechanical Contractors 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith 
Darrell and Faye Spangler 
Spot Restaurant 
Sturm Construction, Inc. 
Frank Thaman 
The Sidney UPS Store 
US Bank 
Rich and Susan Wallace 
Helen Blake Wildermuth 
Greg and Priscilla Wilt 

The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical 
Society.  Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep 
history alive.   We appreciate your generosity. 


