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SHELBY COUNTY

HISTORY

ROSS HISTORICAL CENTER
P.O. Box 376
201 N. Main Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365-0376
937-498-1653
info@shelbycountyhistory.org

HOURS:
[:00 PM- 5:00 PM Monday - Friday
Saturdays by appointment only
Closed Sundays and Holidays

On the Web:
www.shelbycountyhistory.org
Facebook: Shelby County
Historical Society, Sidney, Ohio

Mission: “To actively engage and
educate our community to preserve
and promote local history.”
Vision: “To become a center of
excellence where we build for
tomorrow by understanding the past”

Welcome New Members:
No new members this month

SCHS Memberships
Yearly
Individual - $25
Family - $35
Friends of the Society - $150
Legacy Partner - $300
Legacy Partner 101 - $500

Join us on September 7 to "Rock the Block" on North St. between Ohio
Ave. and Main Ave.!
From 10 AM - 3 PM, there will be lots of FREE fun for children of all ages!
There will be a bouncy house, obstacle course, children's craft tent, free
hot dogs from the Sidney DAYV, bingo by the Senior Center, cornhole boards,
meet and greet plus photo with horses, and more!

Music will
be provided by l@) -3®
Sean  "Cadillac" Cw &0 i
McSwain and B.P. Mu o‘lﬁ‘%
Audio D.J.
available in the

North St. parking
lot off Ohio Ave.
and Lane St.
Restrooms will be
located within the
Shelby County
Historical Society,
the Waiting Room,
and the Wallace

Featuring Sean “Cadillac” MeSwain, B. P.
| Sudio . 9., free hot dogs, Ringo, kids crafts,
"\ bouncy houses, horses, cornhole and more! B
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17&\ Ahhu‘al Downtown Ghost Tour

When: Oct. 9 and 10, 2024
Times: 5:30-6:00-6:30-7:00

Members: $10  Non Members: $12  Students K-12: $8

Tickets available at the Shelby County Historical Society
201 N. Main Ave, Sidney  937.498.1653




Wreaths Across America

°°° Graceland Cemetery
Sidney, Ohio
December 14, 2024
WREATHS Pick up starts @ 10:00 a.m.

across Ceremony starts at Noon

AMERICA [ " Paoene s

eore) up by noon will be
EXPERIENCE considered a donation

LIVE + WITH * PURPOSE

Wreaths on sale HISTORY and will be put on a
Shelby County .,
1for $17 or 3 for $34 ikl Socicty random soldier’s grave.
until November 8, 2024
Order forms available at the Shelby County Historical Society

info@shelbycountyhistory.org

This year we will be covering section 6 in Graceland Cemetery
(near the canal trail) . If your loved one is not in this location, you
are welcome to purchase a wreath and take it to where you need.
Enclosed in this newsletter 1s an order form you can mail in, or you

may stop by the museum.
<hank yoy,

The Morrows’ “Out of the Past” YOLUNTEERS
hidden clues for August: July Volunteer Info:
Botkins 12th-Opie Taylor 19 Volunteers

Shelby Ct 14th-Alcove Restaurant 180 Hours
The clues were found by: Volunteer gift certificate
winners for July:
Chris Wooddell, Richard Bailey, Julia Young,
Judy Harp, Phil and Susie Valentine, and Jeanne Schlagetter
Lynn Leach. Jane Jones
Congratulations!
Thank you to all our volunteers!
We depend on you!

The clue will be found ONLY in the In July, 900 people part1c1pated n
“Out of the Past” section. SCHS programs.

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter electronically, please submit your email address to
info@shelbycountyhistory.org



Place Wreaths

Each December on National Wreaths
Across America Day, our mission to Remember,
Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating
wreath-laying ceremonies at more than 4,225
locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.
Anyone who wants to offer a small gesture of
gratitude for the freedoms Americans enjoy can
volunteer at a wreath laying ceremony to assist in
saying veteran names aloud and thanking them for
their service.

When you volunteer at a cemetery near
you on National Wreaths Across America Day,
you’ll play a valuable role by placing live balsam
veterans' wreaths on the headstones of our fallen
heroes. For centuries, fresh evergreens have been
used as a symbol of honor and have served as a
living tribute renewed annually. Wreaths Across
America believes the tradition represents a living
memorial that honors veterans, active-duty
military, and their families. When each wreath is
placed, the servicemember's name is said out
loud, ensuring his/her memory lives on.

What to Expect as a Volunteer
on National Wreaths Across

America Day

As a volunteer, you will join tens of
thousands across the nation in placing wreaths on
the markers of our fallen heroes. As you place
each wreath, you will “say their name" to ensure
that the legacy of duty, service, and sacrifice of
each veteran is never forgotten. We invite
families and volunteers of all ages to come and
share in this patriotic experience!

You can play an important part in the
mission to Remember the fallen, Honor those that
serve and their families, and Teach the next
generation the value of freedom. Join us by
volunteering.

For more information:
info@shelbycountyhistory.org or 937-498-1653
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A veteran’s wreath is a symbol of
HONOR, RESPECT, and VICTORY.
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What is a
VETERAN’S

WREATH?

10 BALSAM BOUQ[JETS 1. Their BELIEF in a greater good
make up each veteran’s wreath, representing the 2. 7heir LOVE for each other
3. Their STRENGTH, work ethic, {5 character
10 SPECIAL QUALITIES : W
4. Their HONESTY & integrity
that our veterans embody.
5. Their HUMILITY, selflessness, & modesty
Ecergreons » Red Beto = 6. Their AMBITIONS & aspirations
\ * & ENDURANCE | * o 7. Their OPTIMISM for America
8. Their CONCERN for the future
P S 9. Their PRIDE in their duties
Sredbavie Circular Shape _ ;
* ] ;;‘\IIKIE{I\C?T\ @ E 'ruu,\‘r]"y 10. Their HOPES & DREAMS that didn't
% B always come true, but left them with no regrets




Semmer Fusnl

The summer is winding down, and we had our plates full with events! We
want to thank everyone that participated and especially all of volunteers! We
hope you will continue to participate in our programs!

In June we had our annual Graceland Cemetery Tour
where we visited the tomb of .LH. and Ida Thedieck. This is the
first time the public was invited to see inside to view the stained
glass window in the back of the building.

*

| quite early this year.
il The food was, as

"l always, enjoyed by
all.

The lunch was
followed up with a
presentation by Beth
Bailey who portrayed
Katherine Wagner

1 who held the patent,

1 that was issued in

The Men’s Luncheon in August was
enjoyable as Dave Ross told about strange
: “33 4, (f)or theEV\(fia%ner happenings with the Sidney High School

- Chare g?.n nde Football teams of the past. Also, members
eese shieer . of SHS’s All-Boy Band attended.

The end of July we
participated in Sidney
Alive’s Downtown Putt
Around. It was a fun day
1 that saw 4 hole-in-one shots!
Each person that made the
hole-in-one received a

Family Learning and
Innovation Center.
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Mysteries at the i
Ross Historical Center! fﬂe’”

Highlighting artifacts donated to the Shelby County Historical Society.
Written by Society Curator, Jane Bailey

A Little bit of Elbow Grease

Late in June, a family from out of state came to the Shelby
County Historical Society with a unique piece of our county’s history!
While traveling to Ohio from Arizona, this family decided to bring
with them a silver communion pitcher (also known as an ewer) and
two chalices that had once belonged to a local church. These once
beautiful pieces had experienced some tarnishing, which was common
given their projected age. After a little bit of elbow grease and some
Weiman silver polish, they cleaned up beautifully! Unfortunately, one
of the chalices did need some minor repair work, which we were able
to get accomplished in a timely manner.

Once the communion set shined as bright as possible, the
markings on the bottom of the ewer and chalices were obvious to read:
Simpson, Hall, Miller & Co. Quadruple Plated #1344. This company
began in Connecticut during the mid-nineteenth century by Samuel
Simpson to electro-plate a wide variety of silver household products
such as silverware, plates, tea sets, vases, etc. They were a popular
company with high quality products appreciated by households and
businesses all across the United States, including several places in
Shelby County. One such organization, from which these items
originally belonged around the turn of the century, was the Houston
Congregational Christian Church. Since the church still has an active
congregation and holds weekly services, the Society felt they belonged
with their original home where members and visitors of the church
could view and enjoy them on a regular basis. We contacted their
pastor and the communion set was returned in early August!

Houston Congregational Christian Church
This Christian Church was first organized in 1846 at Mount
Jefferson, which was a small
community that was later absorbed%
into Houston. The first frame church
building was constructed in 1852 and
was used by the congregation for a
number of years until a new brick
church was built northwest of the first
and completed in 1889. As the church
grew, more space was needed. An
addition to the church was completed
in 1963 and dedicated in June of 1964. | =
Land was later donated in 1982 for a [& 8%
parsonage to be built adjacent to the [$E58
church. The Houston Congregational &4
Christian Church still plays a vital role
in the community for many families in M
the Houston area. Kris Geise is their Hou§t0.n Congregational
After Polishing current pastor. Christian Church, 1951

> T




Sidney, Ohio’s Civil War Living History Weekend
September 21-22, 2024
Schedule of Events

Saturday, September 21, 2024
9:00 a.m. - Park Opens to Visitors (12 Tawawa Drive, Sidney)

Education Tent (Tawawa Park)
10:00 a.m. - The Life and War Adventures of Warren R. King with Kiefer King
10:30 a.m. - The Exploits of Phillip Millhoff before and after the War with Doug Millhoff
11:00 a.m. - When Hell Came to Sharpsburg with Steven Cowie
12:00 p.m. - A Place Worse than Hell with John Matteson
1:00 p.m. - Meade at Gettysburg with Kent Masterson Brown

2:00 p.m. - Battle I (Infantry Charge at the Covered Bridge)

Education Tent
3:00 p.m. - Clement Vallandigham: Lincoln’s Northern Nemesis with Martin Gottlieb
4:00 p.m. - Confederate Calamity: Jeb Stuart’s Cavalry Ride with Scott Mingus

5:30 p.m. - Supper Break
7:00 p.m. - Battle II (Twilight Artillery Demonstration)

8:30 p.m. - 73" OVI Regiment Band Concert (Geib Pavilion)

Sunday, September 22, 2024
Education Tent

8:00 a.m. - Music provided by the 73" OVI Regiment Band

8:30 a.m. - Non-denominational Religious Service

10:00 a.m. - The Battle of Perryville with Joe Bellas

11:00 a.m. - Ohio at the Second Battle of Winchester with Scott Mingus
12:00 p.m. - The Battle of Fredericksburg with John Matteson

1:00 p.m. - Lee & the Gettysburg Campaign with Kent Masterson Brown

2:00 p.m. - Battle III (Infantry Charge at Zenas King Bridge)
3:30 p.m. - Departure for Home

Throughout both days, Union and Confederate troops will be skirmishing (fighting) throughout the
park. Visitors are reminded to stay clear of troops who are so engaged. During the staged battles, visitors
are reminded to stay behind the caution tape for your protection and that of the reenactors.

Visitors are welcome to stop by the encampments of both Union and Confederate reenactors and talk
with participants about the life of the common soldier during the War Between the States. Visitors should
feel free to ask about the food they are eating, the weapons being used, drill, camp life and even tactics.

Please remember that not all reenactors will be as knowledgeable as others. You may want to ask the
same questions of multiple reenactors. Remember as well that answers may be different depending upon the
encampment. Confederate soldiers will likely feel much differently about the war than Union soldiers.
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SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
SEPT.-1924-100 YEARS AGO
COMPILED BY ANNE MORROW

Sidney (2NP)-Have your car washed at Buick Garage...
The Stitchery Club will meet with Mrs. E... W. Bingham
Thursday afternoon...Duckro for sheet metal and furnace
wotk. 700 N. Broadway. Phone 717...The Lydia Society
of the Lutheran church will meet Wednesday afternoon
with Mrs. L. C. Yeagar, on Court St...There is an opening
at Christens Drug Store for a young man of good character.
High school graduate preferred. Apply at store at once.

SHELBY COUNTY (4t)-Building and loan associations
of Shelby county gained $851,714 in assets during the fiscal
year ending Jun 30, 1924 over assets of 9123 according to
J.W. Tannehill, Columbus, state superintendent of building
and loans. In his annual report to submitted to Governor
Donahey. Total assets of the Shelby county building and
loan associations for 1924 are $6,479,523, Tannehill’s
report shows, in comparisons to assets of $5,627,809 for
1922. Residents of Shelby county are becoming educated
to the value of sound investments.

SIDNEY (17%)-BIG Four engine No. 6819 has the honor
of being the first to pass over the new Big Four railroad
bridge at Sidney, which has been under construction for
approximately three years and will not be ready to be put
into service before October 15. This engine the first to go
clear across the bridge, started on its maiden trip at 10
o’clock Monday. Although the bridge has been in use
before, no engine has ever gone more than part way across
at a time. A train of material for further roadway
construction was taken across the bridge by the engine
which is of the G---freight type. The train was in charge of
conductor George Horning. The Sidney Bridge is known
in railroad circles as bridge no. 199 and when completed
will save the railroad several miles in its route from Union
City to Bellefontaine.

SIDNEY (19%)-Presenting-the New Special Six Sedan.
Four Wheel brakes, Nash design. Full Balloon Tires. Five
Disc Wheels. New Nash Steering Mechanism. New Force
-feed Oiling System. Sirus. Highly Refined Performance.
Full 5 Passenger Comfort. Automatic Windshield Wiper.
Rear View Mirror. Solid Metal Trunk Platform at Rear.
Models range form $1095 to $2290.

ANNA (29%)-The Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. has a
paid up policy No. 1833487-B on the life of Mary Weisner,
due to mature as an endowment policy in the near future.
The insured last known address was Anna, Ohio.
Assistance to locate insured or her relatives will be
appreciated. M.P. Chevalley, Agent Sidney, Ohio.

SIDNEY DAILY NEWS
SEPT. 1954-70 Yrs. Ago
Compiled by Anne Morrow

SIDNEY (3t9)-Miss Barbara Ann Schulze of this city and
Paul Schlater of Piqua have chosen a date in late fall to
exchange marriage vows. The young couple reveals they
will plight their troth at nine-thirty o’clock in the morning
with the Monsignor Edward C. Lehman, from Holy Angels
Chutch, officiating over the ceremony. The announcement
of the engagement and approaching marriage is coming
from the parents of the bride-elect. Mr. and Mrs. Elmer
Schulze. Mr. Schlater is the son of the late Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Schlater of Fort Loramie. Miss Schulze has chosen
Miss Janet Schneider to serve as maid of honor and the
bridesmaids will be the Misses Mary Jane Schulze, Diane
Dickas and Patricia Smith. Serving as best man will be
Donald Schulze, Richard McCoy. Barbara works at Sidney
Ready Mix Concrete Company. Paul is employed in the
Val Decker Meat Packing Company, Piqua.

SIDNEY (11t)-Robert Zedekar, of Uhlman’s television
service department, will leave Monday to attend a school
on color TV service in Chicago. The Sidney man is one of
54 chosen from the entire country for training by Motorola
company. He will be the only representative from the
Dayton area.

DAYTON (17%)-A daring midnight holdup of a café
directly across from the Frigidaire plant near Kettering
netted two bandits a total of $35,000 to $40,000 in loot.
Two men, one carrying a .38 caliber blue steel revolver,
backed six persons in the Hustis Grill to the wall and
plundered both the café safe and cash register. They made
good their escape. The large amount of money was on
hand to cash the checks of Frigidaire workers. So far there
has been no trace of the robbers who fled in a late model
red Ford Spitfire with contrasting black top. The state
highway patrol, aided by deputy sheriffs, mounted road
blocks throughout the area but netted nothing.

Fresh figs, grown in Sidney by Tony Catanzaro, 793
Chestnut avenue, were presented to Mrs. John
Kookootsedes, 709 North West avenue, today as a special
favor and reminder of her homeland of Greece where she
enjoyed many fresh figs in a recent trip there. Catanzaro,
pointed out that figs do not generally grow in this climate
but he has been successful in having five trees about six
feet tall in his yard at home. FEach fall he must bend the
trees over, cover them with dirt in order to protect them
from the freezing weather as they will not survive, he
stated. The fig tree has no bloom before it bears fruit, he
added.
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Newsletter of the
Shelby County Historical Society SIDII)\EQ{M%H#‘;?%S
PO Box 376
Sidney, OH 45365
(937) 498-1653
The Shelby County Historical Society Fund at the Community Foundation of Moving?

Shelby County was created for the long term support of our Historical
Society. Please consider a gift from your will or estate plan to help us keep
history alive. We appreciate your generosity.

Please let us know your new
address. The Post Office will not
forward your newsletter.

President: Julie Gilardi, Vice President: Faye Spangler, Co-Secretaries: Rich Wallace and Roger Lentz, Treasurer: Dave Russell,
Director: Tilda Phlipot Trustees: Linda DeVelvis, Phil Abbott, Scott Smith, Darlene Roll, John Bertsch, LaTrisha Reed, and Ashliegh

Maurer. Staff: Sharon Mohrbacher, and Jane Bailey

Newsletter: Sharon Mohrbacher, Jane Bailey, Anne and Dean Morrow, Faye Spangler, and Phil Abbott

Legacy Partnership 1-Year Individual & Business $300 1-Year Business 101+ Employees $500

Phil Abbott Jack and Kathleen Haslup
Air Handling Equipment, Inc. Helman Brothers Body Shop
John and Kathy Amos Michael and Jane Jones
Steve and Peg Baker Paul and Linda Keller

Oscar and Charlotte Buschmann Fund Lacal Equipment, Inc

John Coffield Gene and Lynn Leach
Continental Express, Inc. Lochard, Inc.

Detailed Machining, Inc. Dean and Linda Long

David and Linda DeVelvis Douglas Millhoff

Albert Binkley Dickas, Ph. D. Minster Bank

Elsass, Wallace, Evans, & Co., LPA. John and Marilyn Minton
Farmers and Merchants State Bank Dave and Sandy Monnin
William and Karen Feth Mutual Federal Savings Bank
Ferguson Construction Mike and Sandy Nevin

Flinn Veterinary Clinic Ohio Living-Dorothy Love
Barbara Blake Geuy Glen and Vanis Phillips
Mindy Geuy Matilda Phlipot

Matt and Julie Gilardi Bill Ragon

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Given Ron & Nita’s

Dave Ross

Ruese Insurance Agency, Inc.
David and Nancy Russell

Tom and Betsy Salm

Sidney Body Carstar

Sidney Electric Company
Sidney Manufacturing Company
Slagle Mechanical Contractors
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Smith
Darrell and Faye Spangler
Spot Restaurant

Sturm Construction, Inc.

The Sidney UPS Store

US Bank

Rich and Susan Wallace
Helen Blake Wildermuth

Greg and Priscilla Wilt




